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CHAPTER I. 

THE ARABS, 

WE are now entering upon a new and jnore 
interesting period of history, in which the 
aspect of the universe is changed. The aspiring 
genius of the Arabian Prophet grasped at univer* 
sal empire : and the standard of this enthusiastic 
conqueror, and the banners of his successors,. be* 
came ])owerfuI, and extended their dominion 1x4 
Asia, Africa, and even into Europe. 

THE LITE OF MOHAMMED. 

The character of no person, celebrated in hi*^ 
tory, has been contemplated in more differtr^t 
lights than that of Mohammed, the legislator ^^ 
the Arabs. Bj some writers, he has been repr^i. 
sented as an ignorant impostor, and a man of Ih^^ 
most dissohite morals. Others have not kcrupl^^ 
to pronounce him one of the most eroiiicnt i*rxi'.l=.. ^ 
tors that ever appeartd in the woild. *^hil». 
however, we admit that Mohammed had great x^^T 
lent>-, we must acknowledge, that, ^\^^ <^r^* ^ 
men, a mixture of good and bad quaJil*^^ ^**^^-*x.^ 
sp/cuous in his character. 

According to eastern writers, Moh a mrrj^.i ,t^ ^ 
scended in^a direct line from I-f*rr.a*=i* •/*•; «'<yt. ^^, 
Abraham, but by more modern hi tor»a''* tt-*- i _ jr^-J 
has been doubted : if, however, th^; f**^*^ ■'"?'* « 
the pedigree be obscure, it is ccrt£*ir* i*^ '^-^ %" 

Vox.. X. B »-»^ 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE ARABS, 

WE are now entering upon a new and jnore 
interesting period of history, in which the 
aspect of the universe is changed. The aspiring 
genius of the Arabian Prophet grasped at univer- 
sal empire : and tlie standard of this enthusiastic 
conqueror, and the banners of his successors, be* 
came ])owerful, and extended their dominion iu 
Asia, Africa, and even into Europe. 

THE LTFE OF MOHAMMED. 

The character of no person, celebrated in his- 
tory, has been contemplated in more different 
lights than that of Mohammed, the legislator of 
the Arabs. By some writers, he has been repre- 
sented as an ignorant impostor, and a man of the 
most dissolute morals. Others have not scrupled 
to pronounce him one of the most eminent legisla- 
tors that ever appeartd in the world. While, 
however, we admit that Mohammed had great ta- 
lent?, we must acknowledge, that, as in all other 
men, a mixture of good and bad qualities was con- 
spicuous in his character. 

According to eastern writers, Mohammed de- 
scended in^a direct line from Ishmael, the son of 
Abraham, but by more modern historians this fact 
has been doubted : if, however, the first steps of 
the pedigree be obscure, it is ceftaio he could 

Voi.X. B i^\«t 
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Q THE LIFE OF MOHAMMED. 

refer to many generations of pure and genuin* 
nobility. . He sprung from the tribe of Koreish» 
and the family of Hashem, the most illustrious of 
the Arabs, the princes of Mecca, and the here- 
ditary guardians of the Caaba. The grandfather 
of Mohammed was Abdol Motalleb, the son of 
Hashemy a wealthy and generous citizen, who 
relieved tlie distresses of famine, with the sup- 
plies of commerce. Mecca, which had been 
fed by the liberality of the father, was saved by 
the courage of the son. The kingdom of Yemen 
was subject to the christian princes of Abyssinia 5 
their vassal Abrahah was provoked by an insult, 
to avenge the honour of the cross, and the holy 
city was invested by a train of elephants and an 
army of Africans. A treaty -was proposed ; and 
in the first audience the grandfather of Moham- 
med demanded the restitution of his cattle. 
'* And why," said Abrahah, " do you not rather 
implore my clemency in favour of your temple, 
which I have threatened to destroy ?" " Be- 
cause," replied the hero, " the cattle are my 
own, the C^aba belongs to the gods, and thei/ 
will defend their house from injury and sacrilege." 
The Abyssinians were compelled to make a dis-* 
graceful retreat, and the deliverance pf Mecca 
was Ipng commemorated by the rera of the ele- 
phant. The glory of Abdol Motalleb was 
crowned with domestic happiness, and he became 
the father of six daughters and thirteen sons. His 
best beloved son Abdallah, the most beautiful of 
the Arabian youdi, married Amina; from these 
- 1^ sprung Mohammed, who was born at 
'.Q ' Mecca, two montlis after the defeat of 
the Abyssinians. In his early infancy,' he 

was deprived of his fatliQr, mQtli^O ^^^ grand- 

iatlicr 3 
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THE LIFE OF ifOHAMMED. 5 

father; his uncles were strong and numerous^ and 
in the division of the inheritanjce the orphan's 
share was reduced to five camels, and an Ethi- 
opian maid- servant. Ahu Taleb, the most re- 
spectable of his uncles, was the guide and guar- 
dian of his youth ; in his twenty-fifth year he mar- 
ried Cadijah, a rich and noble widow of Mecca. 
By this alliance the son of Abdallah was restored 
to the station of his ancestors, and in the for- 
tieth year of his age, he assumed the title of 
a prophet, and proclaimed the religion of the 
Koran. 

Mohammed was distinguished for the beauty 
of his person : before he spoke, the orator, by 
his personal accomplishments, engaged on his 
side the aflections of his audience. They ap- 
plauded his commanding presence, his majestic 
aspect, his piercing eye, his gracious smile, his 
flowing beard, his. countenance, that painted 
every sensation of his soul, and his gestures that 
enforced each expression of the tongue. In the 
familiar offices of life, he scrupulously adhered 
to the grave and ceremonious politeness of his 
country ; his attention to the rich was dignified 
by his condescension to the poorest citizens of 
Mecca : the frankness of his manner concealed 
the artifice of his views; and the habits of cour- 
tesy were imputed to personal friendship, or uni- 
versal benevolence. His memory was reten- 
tive, his wit easy, his imagination sublime, his 
judgment clear and decisive. He possessed tlie 
courage both of thought and action ;. and the first 
idea which he. entertained of his divine mission 
bears the stamp of an original aftd superior ge- 
ni«s. But, with all th^ powers of eloquence, Mo- 
hammed was an illiterate barbarian^; lus youth 

B 2 had 



4 THE tiFE OF MOHAMMED. 

had never been instructed in the arts of reading 
and writing. The common ignorance, however, 
exempted him from shame^ or reproach ; but he 
was deprived of those faithful mirrors, which re- 
flect to our mind the minds of sages and heroes ; 
yet the book of natur.e and of man was open. to 
his view. In his youth he had made two jourpies 
to the fairs of Bosra and Damascus : in these 
excursions the eye of genius might discern some 
objects invisible to his grosser companions; 
some seeds of knowledge might be cast upon a 
fruitful soil : but 'his prospect does not appear 
to have extended beyond the limits of the Ara- 
bian world. From every region of that solitary 
country, the pilgrims at Mecca were annually 
assembled, by the calls of devotion and bom- 
meree: in the free intercourse of multitudes, a 
simple citizen, in his native tongue, might study 
the political state and character of the tribes, 
the theory and practice of the Jews and Chris- 
tians. Conversation enriches the understanding, 
but solitude is the school of genius ; and the 
uniformity of a work denotes the- hand of a 
single artist. From his earliest youth; Moham- 
med was addicted to religious contemplation : 
each year during the month Ramadan, he with^ 
drew from the world, and from the ^rms of Ca- 
dijah ; and in the cave of Hera, three miles 
from Mecca, he laid the plans of his future 
conduct. 

Mohammed, pretending that his grand article 
of faith, the unity of ttie divine nature, was 
violated by the rest of the world, by Christians 
and Jews, as well as by ^roifiessed idolaters, 
resolved to make ap attempt to rescue the world 
irom the ignorance and superstition in which it 
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was involved. As a previous step, he thought 
it necessary to convert his iiousehold. Having, 
therefore, retired wiih his family «o a cave in 
Mount Hera, he opened the secret of his mis- 
sion to his wife, and acqu^iinled her, that the 
angel Gabriel had just appeared to him, and 
told ' him, thai he was appointed the apostle of 
God. 

Our prophet was about forty years of age 
when he began to set up for a refbrmeni which 
is usually call«d the year of his mission. Hi 
soon made proselytes' of those under his own 
roof, and then he applied himself with equal suc- 
cess to his uncle Abu Beer, a man of very con- 
siderable authority, and whose interest was of 
great service to him. 

Abu Beer, by his example and influence, 
gained Mohammed a consitleral>le number of 
pro. lytes; on which account the prophet gave 
him the surname of Al Seddik, signifying t/:c 
Jaithful li'itness. For the space of tliree years, 
during which term he pretended to have re- 
ceived frequont revelations, the apostle only in- 
structed his votaries in private ; being under 
some apprehensions of the re^ntment of the 
Korcish ; the bulk of which tribe did by no 
means favour his undertaking. . However, Abu 
Beer persisted in his fultlity, and having form- 
ed a sufficient party to support liim, Mohammed 
made his mission no longer a secret, but declared 
that God had commanded him to adivionish his 
near relations. To do this with more conve- 
nience, and a better prospect of success, he di- 
rected All, his cousin,, whom, from his infancy, 
he had taken under his protection, to prcp-ire an 
Ciiterlainmejit^ and invite the son& aud dcs^cew- 

B 3 d^YA.% 



9 THE LIFE OF MOHAMMED. 

dants of Abdal Motalleb; intending then to 
open his mind to them. At a second invitation, 
Mohammed made the following speech : — " I 
/know no man among the Arabs who can pro- 
pose to his relations any thing more excellent 
than what I now do to Ypu: in the name of 
God, I offer you felicity for this world, and for 
that which is to come." All of them hesitating, 
Ali arose^ and vehemently exclaimed, *' O pro- 
phet of God, I will be thy servant, and destroy 
those who dare to oppose thee." Upon this de- 
claration Mohammed embraced Ah, and com^ 
manded the persons present to obey him, as his 
deputy, and as one whom he appointed his suc- 
cessor. From this time Mohammed began to 

• preach in public to the people ; some of whom 
heard him with patience, but the majority be- 
came his avowed enemies, which led his uncle 
to endeavour to dissuade him from his project; 
but Mohammed was not to be intimidated ; he 
declared, that if the sun was set against him on 
his right hand and the moon on his left, he 
would not leave off his enterprize. He continur 
ed to discharge his apostolic functions with the 
greatest assiduity, which drew upon hi»u and 
his followers the persecution of the Koreish 
tribe, who entered into a written covenant against 
them; so that it was no longer safe for them to 
remain at Mecca. They fled by night into 
Ethiopia, to the number of about one hundred 
persons, besides children. By the king of that 
country they were protected, which so incensed 

• the Koreish, that they resolved, if possible, to 
exterminate the new religion, which seemed to 
be making progress among the Arabs. Moham- 
med himself found protection with his uncle 
^t MecQ^, though h« was often assailed by the 

f |nos{ 
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most violent attacks. In the tenth year of hi^ 
mission^ Mohammed told Abu Taleb that God 
had manifestly shewn his disapprobation of the 
covenant entered into by the Koreish, by sending 
a worm to eat out every word of the instrument 
except the name of God. Of this accident he 
had probably received some private notice, for 
Abu Taleb went immediately ^o the Koreish, 
and, having acquainted them with it, ofieredy if 
it proved false, to deliver his nephew up to them ; 
but, in case it were true, he stipulated, tiiat they 
should lay aside their animosity. Tlie writing 
was examined, Mohammed's pretensions as a pro- 
phet were recognized, and the league declared 
void. 

Soon after this memorable event Mohammed 
lost his uncle, and in less than a month alter the 
d^ath of this his groat benefactor and patron, 
his wife Cadijah died, in the sixty-fifth year of 
her age. Two such unfortunate events could 
not but prove extremely prejudicial to the pro- 
phet's alfairs. For which reason this year is 
'called by the Mohammedans the year of mourn- 
ing. The Koreish again began to harass the 
prophet and his friends, so that he was obliged 
\o seek shelter at Taef, about sixty miles east of 
Mecca, where he wa^ for a while, kindly enter- 
tained; but* at length, the lower orders of the 
people rose against him, and obliged him to re* 
lurn to Mecca. 

This repulse greatly discouraged the new con- 
verts, but the prophet continued to preach bold- 
ly at the public assemblies of the pilgrims, who 
resorted to Mecca, against idolatry^ though by 
so doings he exposed his hfe to danger. A conf 
spiracy wa.s formed against him, which was rer 

vealed 
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• 

vealcd by a 'spy, and flight was the only resource 
of Mohammed. At dead of nighty accompanied 
by his friend Abu Beer, he escaped from his 
house : the assassins watched at the door, but 
were deceived by the figure of Ali. Three days 
they were concealed in a cave about a league 
from Mecca, and were supphed secretly with 
fof)d. The Korcish explored every haunt about 
the city ; they even arrived at the entrance of the 
cavern ; but the deceit of a spider's web, and 
J>igeoh's nest, led them to believe the place was 
Solitary-and inviolate. " We are only two," said 
the trembling Abu BeCr. " There is a third," 
replied the prophet, " it is God himself." No 
sooner was the pursuit abated, than the two fugi- . 
lives issued from the rwlc, mounted their camels, 
and made their retreat to Medina. The flight of 
. j^ the prophet from Mecca to Medina has 
■ ' fixed the memorable cera of the Hegira, 
" " which, after the lapse of twelve centuries, , 
still discriminates the lunai years of the Moham- 
medan nations. 

The religion of the Koran might have perish- 
ed in its cradle, had not Medina embraced with 
faith and reverence the holy outcasts of Mecca. 
Some of the noblest citizens of Medina had, in 
a pilgrimage to the Caaba, been converted by 
the preacliing of Mohammed, and^ on their re^ 
turn, had diligently difllised the belief of God 
and his prophet : a new alliance was ratified by 
their deputies in two secret and nocturnal inter- 
views, on a hill in the suburbs of Mecca; Se- 
venty-three men and two women of Medina 
held a solemn conference with Mohammed, and 
pledged themselves to each other by a mutual 
oath of fidelity. They prpmised to receive him 

* as 
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as a confederate^ to obey him as a leader, and 
defend h'ltn as they would tlieir wives and chil- 
dren. " But," said they, " if you are recalled 
to your country, will you not abandon usr" 
" All things," replied the prophet, " are now 
common between us; your biood is as my 
blood ; your ruin as mine : I am } our friend, 
and the enemy of your foes/' ** But, if we are 
killfd in your service, what will be our reward r" 
•* Paradise," replied Mohammed. " Stretch 
forth thy hand." He stretched it out, and they 
reiterated the oath of allegiance and fidelity. 
Their treaty was ratified by the people, who 
unanimously embraced the profession of Islam ; 
they rejoiced in the exile of the apostle, but they 
trembled for his safety, and impatiently waited 
his arrival. Sixteen days after his flight from 
Mecca^ he arrived at Medina, and made a pub- 
lic and splendid entrance into the city. Moham- 
med was mounted on a camel, an umbrella shaded 
his head, and a turban was unfurled before him as 
a standard. 

From his establishment at Medina, Moham- 
med assumed the exercise of tb.e regal an i sa- 
cerdotal office; and it was deemed impious to ap- 
peal from a judge wht^e decrees were insj)ired 
by divine wisdom. A small portion of ground, 
the patrimony of two orphans, was obtained by 
gift or purchase: on that chosen spot he built 
an house and a mosque, more venerable than 
the temples and palaces of the Assyrian caliplis. 
His scsd of gold was inscribed with the aposto- 
lic tide: wheri he prayed and preached in the 
weekly assembly, he leaned against the trunk of 
a palm-tree ; and it was long before he indiil^jjed 
himself in the use of a chair or pulpit of roii^U 

tin.bwr. 



10 THE LCTE OF MOHAMMED. 

timber. After a reign of six years, fifteen hun- 
dred Mussulmen, in arms and in the field, renew- 
ed their oath of allegiance; and, in return, their 
chief promised the assurance of his protection. 
It ^as in the same camp that the deputy of Mecca 
• was astonislved by the aitentioa of the faithful to 
the words and looks of the prophet. '^ I have 
seen," said he, ** the Chosroes pf Persia, and the 
Caasars of Rome, but nSver did I behold a king 
among his subjects, like Mohammed among his 
Companions." The devout fervour of enthusiasm 
acts with more energy and truth than the cold ser- . 
vility of courts. 

Mohammed, in the exercise of his mission, 
had been despoiled and banished by the injus- 
tice of his countrymen. The choice of an inr 
dependent people had exalted the fugitive of 
Mecca to the rank of a sovereign, and he was 
invested with the prerogative of forming alli- 
ances and making war. The means of persua- 
sion hid been tried, the season of forbearance 
was elapsed ; the prophet assumed a fiercer and 
more sanguinary tone. . He declared that he 
was now enjoined to propagate his religion by 
the sword, to destroy the monuments of idola- 
try, and to pursue the unbelieving nations of ihQ 
vCarth. The option of friendship, or submission, 
or battle, was proposed to the enemies of Mo- 
hanHued. If they professed the creed of Islam, 
. they were admitted to all the temporal and spi- 
ritual benefits of his primitive, disciples, and 
marched under the same banner, to extend the 
religion which they had embraced. In the first 
months of his reij^n, he practised the lessons of 
holy warfare, and displayed his white banner 
before the gates of Medina. He fought in per- 
son 
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son at nine battles^ and fifty enterprises of war 
were achieved in ten )ears, by himself and of- 
ficers. The distribution of the spoil was regu- 
lated by a divine law ; the whole was faithfully 
collected in one mass : a fifth of the gold and 
silver, the prisoners and cattle, the moveables 
and immoveables, was reserved by the prophet 
for pious and charitable uses; the remainder 
was shared in adequate portions, by the soldiers 
who had obtained the victory: the rewards of 
the slain devolved to their widows and orphans ; 
and the increase of cavalry was encouraged by 
the allotment of a double share to the horse and 
the man. From all sides, the roving Arabs were 
allured to the standard of religion and plunder : 
the apostle sanctified the license of en)brucing 
the female captives as their wives or concu- 
bines ; and the enjoyment of wealth and beauty 
was a feeble type of the joys of paradise pre- 
pared for the valiant martyrs of the faiih. *' Tlie 
sword," says Mohammed, " is the key of hea- 
ven and of hell : a drop of blood shed in the 
cause of God, a night spent in arms, is of more 
avail than two months of fasting and prayer: 
whosoever falls in battle, his sins are fufgivfn ; 
at the day of judgment his wounds shall be 
resplendent as vermilion, and odoriferous as 
musk; and thp loss of his limbb shall be sup- 
plied by the wings of angels and cherubims." 
The intrepid souls of the Arabs were iired willi 
enthusiasm; the picture of the invisible world 
was strongly painted on their imaginations ; and 
tJie death which they had always despised, n*/^ 
became an object of hope and desire, 'i he »"•* 
companions of Mohammed advanced t'>.*'^*y*; 
witii a f6*il«85 confidences ^»^^> bvlivvcd^^"^ '^'^^ 
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doctrine of absolute predestination ; where there 
is no chance, there can be no danger ; they were 
safe and hivuhierable amidst the darts of the 
enemy. 

The sacred band of Mohammed consisted of 
three hundred and thirteen ; of whom seventy- 
seven were fugitives, and the rest auxiliaries : 
they mounted by turns a train of seventy camels, 
for such was the poverty of his first disciples, 
that only two could tppear on horseback in the 
iieid. In the famous vale of Beder, three sta- 
tions from Medina, he was informed .by his 
scouts, of the caravan that approached on one 
side, and of a troop of Koreish, nearly a thou- 
sand strong, on the other. After a short debate, 
he sacrificed the^ prospect of wealth to the pur- 
suit of glory and j'evenge.' A slight entrenchment 
was formed to cover his troops, and a stream 
of fresh and limpid water glided through the 
valley. '' O God !" he exclaimed, as the Ko- 
reish descended from the hills, if these are de- 
stroyed, by whom wilt thou be worshipped on 
earth ? — Courage, my children, close your ranks, 
discharge your arrows, and the day is your 
own." At these words he placed himself with 
Abu Beer on a throne or pulpit, and demanded 
the succour of Gabriel and three thousand an- 
gels. His eye was fixed on the field of battle, 
the Mussulmen fainted, and were pressed; in 
that decisive moment the prophet started from 
the throne, mounted his horse, and cast a hand- 
ful of sand into the air, crying out, " let their 
faces be covered with confusion." Both armies 
heard the thunder of his Voice ; their fancy be~ 
held the angelic warriorf. the Koreish trem- 
bled and fled 3 seventy of the brave&t were slain, 

and 
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if?d seventy captives adorned the first victory of 
the faithful. The rich caravan of Abu Sophian 
was overtaken by the Mussulmen, plundered, 
and the spoil divided. Public and private re- 
sentment for the loss stimulated Abu Sophian 
to collect a body of three thousand men ; his 
wife Henda, with fifteen matrons from Mecca, 
incessantly sounded their timbrels to animate 

' their troops, and {^ magnify the greatness of 
Hobal, the most-^opular deity of the Caaba. 
The standard of Moiiammed was upheld by 
jtine hundred and fifty believers. The second 
battle was fought six miles north of Medina : 
the Koreisb advanced in the form of a crescent. 
The troops of Mohammed Were skilfully posted 
on the declivity of a hill ; their rear was guard- 
ed by a detachment of fifty archers. Disorder 
and disobedience invaded the ranks of the Mus- 
sulmen ; while the intrepid general of the. ido- 
kters wounded the prophet, and exclaimed that 
Mohammed was ttlain ! But, in the midst of tu- 
mult and dismay, he- lived to reproach the infi- 
dels with the intended murder of a prophet, and 
blessed the friendly hand that staunched his 
blood, and conveyed him to a place of safety. 
Seventy martyrs died for the sins of the people; 
they fell, said the apostle, in pairs, each brother 
embracing his lifeless companion : their bodies 
were mangled by the inhuman females of Mecca, 
and the wife of Abu Sophian tasted the entrails 
of HamsKi, the uncle of Mohammed. The 
Mussulmen soon rallied in the field, and the 
Koreish Wanted courage to lay siege to Medina. 
In the ensuing year it was attacked by an army 
of ten thousand enemies : the prudence of Mo— 

, hammed declined a general ^iigagem^m\ * ^ 
\ql.X. C n 
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valour of All was signalized in single comba^; 
and the war was protracted twenty days, till 
the final separation of the confederates. A 
tempest of wind and hail overturned their tents; 
and ihe Koreish, deserted by their allies, no 
longer hoped to subvert the throne, or check 
the conquests of their invincible exile. 

The choice of Jerusalem for the first kebla of 
prayer discovers the early propensity of Mo- 
hammed, in favour of the Jews. Their obsti- 
nacy converted his friendship into hatred, with 
which.he pursued that unfortunate people to the 
last mome«t of his life. In the double charac- 
ter of an a|)ostIe and conqueror, his persecution 
was extended to both worlds. The Kainoka 
dvyelt at Medina, under the protection of the 
city : he seized the occasion of an accidental 
tumult, and summoned them to embrace his 
religion, or contend with hirrfin battle. "Alas!*' 
replied the trembling Jews, "we are ignorant 
of the use of arms, ^but we persevere in the 
faith and worship of our fathers; v^hy wilt thou 
reduce us to the necessity of self-defence?" The 
unequal conflict was terminated in fifteen days: 
Mohammed -spared the -lives of hb* captives, 
but con6scated their riches, and seizdd their 
arms. The Nadhirites were more guilty, since 
they conspired to assassinate the prophet. He 
besieged their castle, three miles from Medina, 
but their resolute defence obtained an honour- 
able capitulation : but the Jews at Koraidha 
surrendered at discretion. 1 hey trusted to the 
inlercession of their old allies at Medina; they 
could hot be ignorant, Uiat fanaticism obliterates 
the feelings of humanity. A venerable elder, 
to whose judgment they appealed, pronounced 

the 
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the sentence of death : seven hundred Jews were 
dragged in chains to the market-place of the 
city ; they ^descended alive into the grave pre- 
pared for their execution and buriol ; and the 
apfxstle beheld with an inflexible eye the slaugh- 
ter of his iielpless enemies. Six days journey 
to the north-east of Medina, the ancient town 
of Chaibar, was the scat of the Jewish power in 
Arabia ; the territory was covered with planta- 
tions and cattle^ and protected by eight castlas 
some of which were esteemed impregnable. The 
forces of Mohammed consisted of two hundred 
horse and fourteen hundred foot: in the succes- 
sion of eight regular >and painful sieges they were 
exposed to danger and fatigue^ and hunger ; and 
the most undaunted chiefs despaired of the event. 
The apostle revived their courage by the exam- 
ple of Ali, on whom he bestowed the surname of 
the Lion of God. Chaibar submitted; the chief 
was tortured, in the presence of Mohammed, to 
ibrce a confession of his hidden treasure : the 
industry of the shepherds was rewarded wiih a 
precarious toleration ; they were permitted to im- 
prove their patrimony for their own emolument, 
and that of the conqueror. Under the reign of 
Omar, the Jews of Chaibar, were transplanted 
to Syria ; and the caliph alleged the injunction 
of hit dying master, that one and the true re- 
ligion should be professed in his native land of 
Arabia. 

Five times each day were the eyes of Moham- 
med turned towards Mecca, and he was urged 
by the most powerful motives to revisit, as a 
conqueror, the city and the temple from whence 
he had been driven as an exile. The Caaba was 
present to his waking and sleeping fancy, an 

C 2 idle 
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idle dream was translated into vision and pro- 
phecy ; he unfurled tiie holy banner, and a rash 
pron)ise of success too ha-slily dropped from the 
lips of the apostle. His march from Medina to ^ 
Mecca displayed the solemn pomp of a pilgrim- 
age ; seventy camels bedcckefd the sacrifice, and 
preceded the van ; the sacred territory was re- 
spected, and thie captives were dismissed with- 
out ransom, to proclaim his clemency and devo- 
tion. No sooner did Mohammed come within 
a day's journey of the city, than he exclaimed, 
'* they have clothed themselves with the skins of 
tygers!" The numbers and resolution of the 
Koreish opposed his progress ; and the roving 
Arabs of the desert might desert or betray a 
leader whom they had followed for the hopes of 
spoil. The prophet concluded a truce with the 
Koreish for ten years, and stipulated only for 
the humble privilege of entering the city as a 
friend, and oi remaining three days, to accom- 
plish the rites of the pilgrimage. Shame and 
sorrow attended the retreat of the Mussulmen, 
and they were ready to accuse the failure of a 
prophet, who had so often appealed to the evi. 
dence of success. The faith and hope of the 
pilgrims were rekindled by the prospects of 
Mecca ; their swords were sheathed ; seven time* 
in the footsteps of the apostle they encompassed 
the Caaba ; the Koreish had retired to the hills, 
and Mohammed, after the customary sacrifice, 
evacuated the cily on the fourth day, l^he 
people were edified by his devotion ;, the hos- 
tile chiefs were awed, or divided, or seduced 5 
and both Caled and Amrou, the future con- 
querors of Syria and Egypt, deserted tixe sink- 
ing cause of idolatry. The power of Moham*. 

. med 
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■led was increased by the submission of (he 
Arabian tribes ; ten thousand soldiers were as- 
sembled for the conquest of Mecca, and the 
idolaters were easily convicted of violating the 
trace. Enthusiasm and discipline impelled the 
march, and preserved the secret^ till the blaze 
of ten thousand fires proclaimed to the asto- 
nished Koreish the design, the approach, and 
the irresistible force of the enemy. Abu So- 
phian presented to the coni|ueror the keys of 
the city, observing that the son of Abdallah 
bad acquired a mighty kingdom, and confessed 
that he was the apostle of the true God. Mo- 
hammed, instead of indulging his revenge, and 
that of his followers, forgave and united the 
Actions of Mecca. His troops marched into the 
city, and the chiefs of the Koreish were pros- 
trate at his feet. ** What mercy can you expect 
iirom the man whom you have wronged r" — 
**We confide in the generosity of our kinsman.'* 
•;— *• And you shall not confide in vain : begone ! 
you are sate ; you are free.*' The people of Mecca 
deserved their pardon by adopting the profession 
of Islam ; and, after an exile of sevtn years, 
the fugitive missionary was enthroned, as the 
prince and prophet of his native coi^ntry. Three 
hundred and sixty idols of the Caaba were.igno- 
miniously broken ; the house of God was puri- 
fied and adorned ; the apostle fulfilled the du- 
ties of a pilgrim, as an example to future ages ; 
and a law was enacted, that no unbeliever should 
dare to set his foot on the territory of the holy 
^ty» 

The conquest of Mecca determined tlie faith 
and obedienjce of the Arabian tribes, but an 
obstinate remnaut still adhered to the religion 
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and liberty of their ancestors, and the war of Ho- 
nain derived a proper appellation from the idoU, 
which Mohammed had vowed to destroy, and 
which the confederates of Tayef had sworn to 
defend. Four thousand pagans advanced with 
secrecy to surprise the conqueror; th^y pitied 
and despised the negligence of the Koreish, but 
depended on tlie aid of those who had lately 
bowed beneath the yoke of their enemy. The 
banners of Medina and Mecca were displayed 
by the prophet. Twelve thousand Mussuimeii 
entertained a rash presumption of their invinci- 
ble strength : they descended, without precau* 
tion, into the valley pf Honain ; their numbers 
were oppressed ; their discipline confounded ; 
their courage was appalled bv the' archers of 
the confederates ; while the Koreish smiled at 
their. impeaiding destruction. The prophet, on 
his white mule, was encompassed by. enemies;, 
he attempted to rush against their spears, iti 
search ot a glorious death; ten of his faithful 
companions interpos*'d their weapons and their 
breasts : three of these, fell dead at his feeC 
"O my brethren,^' he cried with sorrow and in- 
dignation, " I am the son of Abdallah, I am* 
the apostle of truth I O man, stand fast in the 
failh I O God, send down thy succour !" His 
uncle, Abbas, made the valley resound with tlie 
recital of the gilts and promises of God; the 
flying Mussulmen returned from all sides to the 
holy standard ; and Mohammed observt-d, with 
pleasure, that the furnace was again rekimllcd : 
his example restored the battle, and he animated 
his victorious troops to inflict a merciless revenge 
on the authors of their shame. From the field 
of Honain he marciied^ without delay^ to the 

siege 
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fltege of Tayef, sixty miles to ihe soutli-east of 
Mecca. A friendly tribe, instructed in the art 
of warfare, supplied him with a train oF bat- 
tering rams, military engines, and with a body of 
five hundred artificers. Alter, however, a siege 
of twenty days, the prophet was forced to sound 
a retreat, affecting to pray for the repentance 
and safety of the unbelieving city. The spoil 
of this unfortunate expedition was immense: to 
compensate the loss of a tribe who had fought 
at Honain, and who redeemed their prisoners 
by the sacrifice of their idols, he resigned to the 
soldiers his fifth part of thu plunder. Instead 
of chastising the disaffection of the Koreish, he 
endeavoured to secure their atiaclimcnt, by a 
superior measure of liberality. To their leader, 
Abii Sophian, he preseiited three hundred ca- 
mels, and twenty ounces of silver ; and l)y these 
means, Mecca was sincerely converted to the 
profitable religion of the Koran. 

Some deputies from Ta} ef, dreading the repe- 
tition of the siege, followed the prophet, sueing 
for a truce of three years, with the toleration 
of ^heir antient worship. '* Not a monih, not 
an hour/' replied Mohammed. '* Kxcase w^, at 
least firom the obligation of prayer.'' — "With- 
out prayer, religion is of no avail." They sub- 
mitted in silence ; tlieir temples were demolish- 
ed; and the same sentence of destruction was 
executed on all the idols of Arabia. His lieu- 
tenants, on the shores of the Red Sea, the 
Ocean, and the gulf of Persia, were saluted by 
the acclamation of a faithful people; and the 
ambassadors who. knelt before the throne of 
Medina were as numerous, says the Arabian 
proverbs as the dates which fail from the ma« 

turity 
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turlty of a palm-tree. The nation submitted la 
God and the sceptre of Mohammed, and one 
hundred and fourteen thousand Mussulmen ac- 
companied the last pilgrimage of the apostle. 

When Heraclius, the Roman emperor, returned 
in triumph from the Persian war, he entertained 
one of the ambassadors of Mohammed ; which the 
real Arabians hare supposed was the secret cause 
of the conversion of the Christian eujperor. But 
the friendship of [leraclius and Mohamn^ed was 
of short continuance ; the new religion had en- 
ijamed the rapacious spirit of the Saracens, and 
the murder of an egvoy, afforded a decent prcf- 
tence for invading the; territory of Palestine. 
The holy bauner was entrusted lo Leid, and, 
on the event of Lis decease, laafar and Abdallah 
were substituted to tlie command ; and if the. 
three should perisli in the war, the troops were 
authorised to elect tlicir own general. The 
tliYee leaders, were slain in the battle of Muta, 
Ihe first military action which tried (he valour of 
the Mussuimen against a foreign enemy. Leid 
fell in the foremost ranks: the death of laafar 
was heroic and memorable; he lost his right 
hand, and shifted his sftmdard to the left ; the 
left was severed from Jiis body ; he Embraced 
the standard wiih the bleeding stumps, till he 
was transfixed to the ground; with litiy honour- 
able wounds. ** Advance," cried Abdallah, 
who stepped into the vacant place, ''advance 
with confidence ; either victory or paradise is our 
own.*' The lance of the Roman decided the 
alternative; but the falling standard was res- 
cued by Caled, the proselyte of Mecca : and nine 
swords were broken in his hand. He was chosen 
lo the command ; his skilful evolutions secured 

victory 
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vfdpry or retreat to the Saracens; and Caled i*; 
renowned among his brethren and enemies, u^ 
the sword of God. In the pulpit, Mohammed 
descried, with prophetic rapture, the crowns of 
the blessed mart)rs, but in private he betrdyed. 
the feelings of huit^an nature ; he was surprise i as 
he wept over the daughter of Leid. '* What 
do I see!" sakl an astonished votary. "You 
see," rephed the apostle, "a friend, deploring the 
loss of his most faithful friend " After the con- 
quest of Mecca, the sovereign of Arabia de- 
clared war against the Romans: his followers 
were discouraged; they alleged the want of 
money^ or horses, or provisions ; the season of 
harvest and the intolerable heat of 4he sum- 
mer. '* Hell is much hotter," said the indignant 
prophet. He disdained tocompel their service; 
but, on his return, he admonished the most 
gtiilty by an excommunication of fifty days. 
The desertion of the faithless enhanced the merit 
of those who devoted their lives and fortunes, 
and Mohammed displayed his banner at the 
head ofahirty thousand troops. Painful indeed 
was the distress of the march ; ten men rode by 
turns on the same camel, and they were reiluccd 
to the shameful necessity of drinking the watvT, 
from the belly of that useful animal. In the 
midway, between Medina and Damascus, they 
reposed near the grove and fountain of Tabac. 
Be)ond that place Mohammed declined the 
prosecution of the war : but the active Caltd 
spread terror round his name, and the prophet 
received the subnoission of the tribes and cities, 
from tiie Euphrates to Ailah, ^t tlie head of the 
Ked Sea. Td his christian subjects Mohammed 
granted security, freedom, and the toleration of 
* their 
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their worship. They were unable to oppose hii 
anibiiioi) ; and it was the interest of Ihe conqueror 
to propose a lair capitulation, to the niost power- 
ful rehgion of the earth. 

Till the age of sixty-three years, the strength 
of Mohammed was fully equal to ihe fatigues oC 
his mission. During four years his health de- 
clined ; his infirmities increased ; but his mortal 
disease was a fever of fourteen days, which de- 
prived him, by intervals, of the use of reason. 
As soon as' he was conscious of his danger, he 
edified his brethren by the humility of his virtue 
^r penitence. ** If there be any man," said the 
apostle froni the pulpit, "whom I have un- 
*' justly scourged, I submit my own back to the 
" lash of retaliation. Have I aspersed the repu- 
''tationof a Mussulman.^ let him proclaim my 
*' faults in the face of the congregation. Has 
" any one been despoiled of his goods ? the litUe 
** that I possess shall compensate the principal 
"and interest of the debt." — '*Yes," replied a 
voice from the crowd, '" I am entitled to three 
"drachms of silver.'* M6hammed heard the 
compfamt, salisfied the demand, and thanked 
his creditor for accusing him in this world, ra- 
ther than at the day of judgment. He beheld 
A rv with temperate firmness the approach of 
^„,.^ ' death ; enfranchised his slaves; gave or- 
j ' "* dors respecting his fyneral ; and bestowed 
*a blessing on his weeping friends. Till 
the third day before his dtrath, he regularly per- 
foimed tlie functic^n ui prayer; the choice of Abu 
Beer to supply his place appeared to mark thaf 
aiVfC-ient and faithful friend, as the successor 
to liis office ; but he declined a more explicit 
nomination. At a moment when his faculties 
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"Were Visibly impaired, he called for pen and ink 
to write, or rather to dictate, a divine book, the 
sum and accompli •aliment of all his revelations : 
a dispute arose in his chamber, whethcfr iie should 
be allowed to supersede the authority of the Ko- 
ran ; and the prophet was forced to reprove the 
indecent vehemence of his disciples. He had as- 
serted, that the angel of death was not allowed to 
take his soul, till he had respectfully asked the 
permission of the prophet. The request was 
granted, and Mohammed fell: into the agony of 
dissolution ; he fainted with the violence of pain, but 
recovering his spirits' a little, he raised his eyes to- 
ward the roof of the house, and, with a steady 
look, though a faultering voice, uttered the last 
broken, though articulate words : ** O God ! — 
pardon my sins.— Yes — I come— among my lel- 
Jow-citizens on high ;" and in this manner he 
peaceably er^pired, on a carpet spread upon the 
iloor. 

An Expedition for the conquest of S}ria was 
stopped by this mournful event : the army halt- 
ed at the gates of Medina, and the chiefs were 
assembled round their dying master. The city, 
but especially the house oi the prophet, was a 
scene of clamorous sorrow or silent despair : fa- 
naticism alone could suggest a ray of. hope and 
consolation. They expected his speedy return, 
and that, like Moses and Jesus, he was wrapt in 
a holy trance. The evidence of sense was dis- 
regarded, and Omar, unsheathing his scymitar, 
threatened to strike off the heads of the infidels, 
wLo should dare to afliirm that the prophel was 
no more. The tumult was appeased by the 
weight and moderation of Abu Beer. " Is it 
*' Wohammed/' said he to Omar, and the mul 
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titnde, " or the God of MoharVimed, whom yoa 
** worship ? The God of Mohammed liveth for 
** ever ; but the apostle was a mortal like our- 
*' selves, and, according to his own prediction, he • 
" has experienced the common fate of mortality," 
He was interred on the same spot on which he ex- 
pired ; Medina has been sanctified by the deatlt 
>and burial of Mohammed ; and the innumerable 
pilgrims of Mecca often turn aside from the way, 
to bow in voluntary devotion before the ^impJe 
tomb of the prophet. 

In contemplating the character of Moliatn- 
mcd, we behold him endowed with a pious and 
C(»ntemplative disposition. When marriage had 
raised him above the pressure of want, he avoid- 
ed the patlis of ambition and avarice ; and, till 
the age of forty, he lived in innocence, and 
without any marked distinction. The unity of 
God is an idea congenial to nature and reason, 
and a conversation with the Jews and Christians 
would teach hirn to despise and detest the ido- 
latry of Mecca. He felt it a duty, therefore, 
to warn his country of its errors. The energy 
of a mind incessantly bent on the same object 
would c(»nvert a general obligation into a parti- 
cular call ; the warm suggestions of the fancy 
would be felt as the inspirations of heaven; the 
labour of thought would expire in rapture and 
vision ; and the inward sensation, the invisible 
monitor, would be described with the form and 
attributes of an angel of Go:\. The original 
motives of Mohammed were probably pure, but 
human missionaries are seldom capable of cGe- 
rUhing unbelievers: in the bosom of Moham- 
med, the pa^^sions of pride and revenge were 
kmd|ed; he s^ghed for the destruction of ihe 
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rebels, whom in his heart he had condemned. 
The injustice of Mecca, and the choice of Me- 
dina, transformed the citizen into a prince; the 
humble preacher into a leader of armies. In 
the exercise of political government,, he em- 
ployed even the vices of mankind as the instru- 
ments of their salvation. The use of fraud and 
perfidy, of cruelty and injustice, were ofien sub- 
servient in his hands to the propagation of tlie 
faith. Of his last yesLVs, ambition was the rul- 
ing passion ; and it is possible that he, the vic- 
torious impostor, secretly smiled at tl>e enthu- 
siasm of his youth, and the credulity of his pro- 
selytes. 

The good sense of Mohammed despised the 
pomp of royalty ; the apostle of God submitted 
to the menial offices of the family: he kindled 
the fire, swept the floor, milked the ewes, and 
mended vyith his owTj hands his shoes and wool- 
len garment. Disdaining the penance and me- 
rit of an hermit, he observed, witliout va-nity, 
the abstemious diet of an Arab and a soldier. 
On solemn occasions he fcastfd his companions 
with rustic hospitality ; but in domestic life, 
many weeks would elapse, witliout a fire being 
kindled-on the hearth ^oi the prophet. The in- 
terdiction of wine was confirmed by his exam- 
ple; he delighted in the taste of milk and ho- 
ney, but his ordinary food consisted of dates 
and water. Perfumes and women were the two 
sensual enjoyments which his nature required, 
and his religion did not forbid: he affirmed, 
that the fervour of hfs devotion was increased 
by these innocent pleasures. The heat of the 
climate inflames the blood of the Arabs ; their 
incontinence, was regulated by the cW\V «iA 



-i 



S6 THE LIFE OF MOHAMMED. 

religious laws of the Koran. The licence of 
polygamy was reduced to four legitimate wives 
or coneubines; their rights of bed and dowry 
were equitably determined ; the freedom of di- 
vorce was discouraged, adultery was condemned 
as a capital offence, and » fornication was pu- 
nished with an hundred stripes. Such wtrre the 
precepts of the legij;lator, who himself freely 
indulged the appetites of a man. A special re- 
velation dispensed him from the laws which he 
had imposed on the nation ; he espoused fifteen 
or seventeen wives ; eleven occupied their sepa- 
rate apartments at Medina, round the house of 
the apostle, and, by turns, enjoyed the favor of 
his society. They were all widows, excepting 
only Ayeshaw, the daughter of Abu Beer, whose 
youth and beauty gave her a superior ascendant ; 
she was beloved and trusted by the prophet ; and, 
after his death, the daughter of Abu Beer was 
long revered as the mother of the faithful. Her 
behaviour had been ambiguous and indiscreet: 
the temper of Moliammed was inclined to jea- 
lousy, but a divine revelation assured him of 
her innocence j he chastised her accusers, and 
published a law, by which no woman should be 
condemned, unless four male witnesses had seen 
her in the act of adultery. The prophet haS 
been accuseci, with great justice, of many atro- 
cious acts of incontinence, from which he usually 
obtained full absolution, by the mouth of the 
angel Gabriel. While Cadijah, his first wife, 
was alive, his fidelity to the marriage connec- 
tion was the most exemplary. During the whole 
twenty-four years, he abstained from the right 
of polygamy, and the pride or tenderness of tlie 
venerable matron was never insulted by the 
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society of a rival. After her death, he placed 
her-in the rank of four perfect women, with ibe 
Mster of Moses, the molher of Jesus, and Fatiiiia, 
the best beloved of his daughters. '* Was she 
"not old?" said Ajesha, with the insoltince of 
a blooming beauty, *' lias not God given you a 
" better in her place ?" — ** No," said Moham- 
med, with an effusion of honest gratitude, ** there 
" never can be a better ! She believed in me, 
" when men despised me ; she relieved my 
" wants, when I was poor and persecuted by the 
^^ world." 

Neither the virgin Ayesha, nor his ten widows, 
gave to the prophet any children, and of the eight 
whic^ lie had by Cadijah, Fatinki was the only 
one who survived her father; she became the 
wife of All, and the mother of an illustrious pro* 
geny. The merit and misfortunes of Ali and his 
descendants will very properly lead, in this place, 
to some account of the series of the Saracen caliphs, 
a tiWe which describes the commanders of the 
faitbful, as the vicars and successors of the pre* 
tended apostle of God. 
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4. 

CHAP. II. 
Empire of the Arabs, unda^ Vie Caliphs.' 

THE birth, alliance, and chariicter of AM 
might justify his claim to tl>e vacant throne 
of Arabia. The son of Abu Taleb was, in his 
own right, the chief of the family of Hashem, 
and the hereditary guardian and prince of the city 
and temple of Mecca. He united the qualifica- 
tions of a poet, a soldier^ and a saint; his wis- 
dom still breathes in a collection of religious and 
moral sayings. From the first hour of his mis-v 
sion to the last rites of his funeral, the apostle 
never was forsaken, by a generous friend, whom 
he delighted to pame as his brother : but the 
death-bed of Mohammed was besieged by the 
artful Ayesha, the daughter of Abu Beer, and the 
cnefny of Ali. 

The silence and death of the prophet restored 
the 'liberty of the people, and his companions 
convened an assembly, to deliberate on the 
choice of hh, successor. The hereditary claim 
and lofty spirit of Ali were offensive to an aristo- 
cracy of elders ; the Koreish could never be re- 
conciled to the proud pre-emintnce of the line of 
Hashem ; the ancient discord of tho tribes was 
rekindled ; ih^ fugitivts of Mecca, and the auxi- 
lian'cs of Medina, asserted their respective merjts, 
and the ra^h proposal of chusing two independ- 
ent caliphs would have crushed, in their infancy, 
the religion and the empire of the Saracens. 

The 
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Tbe tiunuU was appeased by Omar, who de- 
clared himself the first subject of the mild and 
venvrable Abu Beer; at the same time conlessing 
from the pulpily tliat if any Mussulman should 
hereafter presume to anticipate the suffrage of 
bis brethren, both the elector and the elected 
would be worthy of death. After the simple in- 
auguration of Abu Beer, he was obeyed in Me- 
dina, Mecca, and the provinces of Arabia : ihe 
Hashemites alone declined 'the oath oF fidelity; 
and their chief,' in his own hou«;e, maintained, 
above six months, a sullen and independent re- 
serve. The death of Fatima, and the decline of 
his party, subdued the indignant spirit of Ali ; he 
condescended to salute the commander of the 
faithful, accepting his excuse of the nece-iiify of 
preventing their common enemies, and wisely 
rejected his courtc^ous olFor, of abdicating the 
government of the Arabians. A'ter a reign of 
two years, the hged calipli was summoned by 
the angel of d'.ath. He bequeathed the sccpiro 
to the firm and intrepid virtue of Omar. " 1 
" have no occasion," aid the modest caiidldrite, 
" for the place." — ** But the phue bus oi casion 
" for you," replied Abu Beer, wlio expired with 
a fervent prayer that the God of Mohammed 
would ratify his choice, and direct the Mussul- 
nien in the way of concord and obeJien<'c. Tl^e 
prayer v/as not ineffectual, since Ali himself 
paid every attention and respect to -the superior 
worth and dignity of his rival, who comforted 
him fbr the 'loss of empire by the most flatter- 
ing marks of coniidence and esteem. In the 
twelfth year of his reign, Omar received a mor- 
tal wound from the hand of an assassin,, and 
was succeeded by Othman, the secretary of Mo- 
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hammed; nor was it till after the third caliph, 
twenty-four years after the - death of tl;e prophet, 
that Ali was invested, by the popular choice, 
"with the regal and sacerdotal office. The man- 
ners of the Arabians retained their primitive sim- 
plicity, and the son of Abu Taleb despised the 
pomp and vanity of this world. At the hour of 
, prayer he repaired to the mosque of Medina, cloth- 
- ed in a thin cotton gown, a coarse turban on his 
head, his slippers in one hand, and his bow in 
the ot/ier, instead of a walking staff. The com- 
panions of the prophet, and the chiefs of the 
tribes, saluted their new sovereign, and gave 
him their right hands as a sign of fealty and alle- 
giance. 

The mischiefs that iflow from the contests of 
ambition are usually confined to the times and 
countries in which they have been agitated; 
but the religious discord of the friends and ene- 
mies of All has been renewed in every age of 
the Hegira, and is still maintained in the hatred 
of the Persians and Turks. The iorraer, who 
are branded with the appellation of sectaries, 
maintain that if Mohammed be the apostle, his 
companion fAli is the vicar, of God. They bit- 
terly execrate the three usurpers who intercept- 
cd his indefeasible right to the dignity of caliph ; 
and the name of Omar expresses, ,in their tongue, 
the perfect accomplishment of wickedness and 
impiety. The Somiites, whd are supjx)rted by 
the general consent and orthodox tradition of the 
Mussulmen, entertain a more decent opinion. 
They respect the memory of Abu Beer, Omar, 
Othman, and Ali, the holy and legitimate suc- 
cessors of the prophet; but they ^assign the last 

place 
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place to the husband of Fatima, in the per<;uasion 
that the order oi succession was determined by 
the degrees of sanctity. 

A life much devoted to contemplation had 
not chilled the martial activity of AU ; but^ in 
mature age^ he sometimes betrayed the rashness 
and indiscretion of youth. He neglecteti to 
secure the allegiance of Telha and Zobeir, two 
of the most powerful Arabian chiefs. They 
escaped from Medina to Mecca, and from thence 
to Bassora, erected the standard of revolt, and 
u-surped the government of Assyria, which (hey 
had vainly solicited as the reward of iheir ser- 
vices. They were aqcompanied by Aycsha, the 
widow of the . prophet, who cherished an impla- 
cable hatred against the husband and posterity 
of Fatinia. The most reasonable Mussulmen 
were scandalized, that the mother of the faithful 
should expose her per*on and character in the 
camp ; but the superstitious crowd was confi- 
dent that her presence would sanctify and assure 
the success of their cause. At the head ()f 
nearly thirty thousand loyal Arabs and valiant 
auxiliaries, the caiiph encountered and defeated 
the superior numbers of the rebels, uncer the 
walls of Bassora. Their leaders, Telha and Zo- 
beir, were slain in the first battle ihat stained with 
civil blood the arms of the Mussulmen. Alter 
passing through the ranks, to animate the troops, 
Ayesha had chosen her post amidst the dangers 
of the field. In the heat of battle, seventy men, 
who held the bridle of her camel, were succv^s'siv.o- 
ly killed or wounded, and the cage or litter in 
which she sat was stuck with javelins and darts, 
like the quills of a porcupine. After this vic- 
tory, which was styled tiie day of the camel. 

All 
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Ali marched against a more formiJable adver- 
fiary, Moawiyah, the son of Abu Sophian, who 
had assumed the, title of caliph, and whose claim 
was supported by the forces of Syria and the 
interest of the house of Omraiyah. From the 
passage of Thapsacus, the plain Sijiin extends 
along ihe western bank of the Euphrates; On 
this spacious and level theatre^ the two compeU- 
tors waged a desultory war of one hundred and 
ten days. In the course of ninety nctions, the 
loss of Ali was estimated at twenty- five, that of 
Moawiyah at forty-five, thousand* soldiers^ In 
this sanguinary contest, the lawful caliph dis- 
played a superior character of valour and hu- 
manity. He generously proposed to save the 
blood of the Mohammedans by single combat ; 
but his trembling rival declined the challenge, as 
a sentence of inevitable death. The ranks of the 
Syrians were broken by the charge of the hero, 
and as often as he smote a rebel, he shouted the 
Allah Acbar, " God is victorious;'* and in the 
tumult of a nocturnal battle, he was heard to 
repeat four hundred times that tremendous ex- 
clamatipn. The prince of Damascus already 
meditated flight, but the certainty of victory 
was natched from the grasp of Ali, by the dis- 
obedience and, enthusiasm of his troops. Their 
conscience was awed by the solemn appeal to 
the Koran, which Moawiyah exposed on the 
foremost lances ; and Ali was compelled to 
yield to a disgraceful truce, and an insidious 
compromise. He retreated with, sorrow and 
disgrace to Cufa ; his party was discouraged ; 
the distant provinces <k Persia, Yemen, and 
Eg>'P'* were subdued or seduced by his crafty 
jrivil. In Uic temple of Mecca three enthusiasts 

discoursed 
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dij;cour!(ed i of the disorders of the church and 
state j the/ soon agreed that the deaths of AH, 
Moawi^ah, and Amrou, ^ihe vicero}' of Egypt, 
would restcjfe the peace and unity of religion. 
Each of the assassins chose his victim, poisoned 
his dagger, devoted l)is life, and. secretly repair- 
ed to the scene of action. The first mistook 
the person of Amrou, and stabbed the deputy 
who occupied his seat; the prince of Damascus 
was dangerously hart by ihe second ; and the 
lawful monarch received a mortal wound from 
the hand of the third. He expired in the sixty- 
third year of his age, and recommended to his 
children, that they would dispatch the murderer 
by a single stroke. The sepulchre of Ali was 
concealed from the tyrants of the house of Om* 
miyah ; but, in the murth age of the Hegira, a 
tomb, a temple, and a city arose near the ruins of 
Cufa. Many thousands of the Shiites repose in 
holy ground, at the feet of the vicar of God ; 
and the desert i,s enlivened by the numerous and 
annual visits of the Persians, who esloem their de- 
votion not less meritorious tl:an the pilgrimage of 
Mecca. 

In the reign of Moavviyah, the persecutors of 
Mohammed usurped the iniierilance of his chil- 
dren, and the champions of idolatry became the 
heads of his religion and empire. . The opposition 
of Abu Sophian had been fierce and obstinate; 
his conversion was tardy and reluctant ; his new 
jaith was ii)rlitied by necessity and interest ; 
he served, he fought, ami perhaps believed ; and 
the sins of the time of his ignorance were ex- 
piated by the recent merils of the family of Om- 
miyah. Moawiyah, the son of Abu Sophian', 
was dignified, in his early youth, with the title 

of 
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of secretary to the prophet ; by Omar he was 
entrusted with the government of" Syria, over 
which he presided forty years. Without re- 
nouncing the fame' of valour, he affected the re- 
putation of humanity : a grateful people was at- 
tached to their benefactor, and the victorious Mos- 
lems w^re enriched with' the spoils of Cyprus 
and Rhodes. The sacred duty of pursuing the 
assassins of Othman was the engine and pretence 
of his ambition. The bloody shirt of the martyr 
was exposed in the mosque of Damascus, and 
sixty thousand Syrians were engaged in his service, 
by an oath of fidelity and revenge. Amrou, the 
conqueror of Egypt, was saluted the new mo- 
narch ; the policy of Moawiyah eluded the valour 
* of his rival, and, after the death of All, he ne- 
gociated the abdication of his son Hassan, who re- 
tired to an humble cell near the tomb of bis grand- 
filher. The aspiring wishes of the caliph were 
finally crowned by the important change of an 
elective, to an hereditary kingdom. Four citi- 
zens of Medina only refused the oath of fidelity ; 
but the designs of Moawiyah were conducted 
with vigour and address, and his son Yezid, a 
feeble and dissolute youth, was proclaimed the 
commander of the faithful, and the successor of 
the apostle of God. 

A familiar story is related of the benevolence 
of one of the sons of *Ali. In serving at table, 
a slave had inadvertently dropt a dWh of scald- 
ing broth on his master; the heedless wretch^ 
fell prostrate to deprecate his punishment, and 
repeated a verse in the Koran : — '* Paradise is 
** ibr those who command their anger :" — '' I 
"am not angry:" — *' and for those who pardon 
** offences :''—•' I pardon your ofTenf:^ ;"— ** and 

" for 
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" for those who return good for evil :".— " I give 
" you your liberty and ii>ur hundred pieces of sil- 
*' ver." Wilh an equal measure of piety, Ho- 
sein, the younger brother of Hassan, inherited a 
remnant of his father's spirit, and served with ho- 
nour against the Christians. The primogeniture 
of the line of Hashem, and the holy character of 
the grandson of the aposilc, had centered in his 
person ; and he was at liberty to prosecute his 
claim agaiiist Yt'zid, the tyrant ot Damascus, 
whose vices he despised, and wliose title hene\er 
designed to acknowledge. A list was secretly 
transmitted from Cufa to Medina, of one hun- 
dred and forty thousand Mohammedans, who 
professed their attachment to his cause, and wIk> 
were eager to draw their swords, so soon as he 
sliould appear on the banks of the Euphrates. 
Against the advice of his wisest friends, he re- 
solved to trust hk person and family in the 
hands of a perfidious people. Hosein, in a 
conference with the chief of the enemy, pro- 
posed the option of three honourable condi- 
tions: that he should be allowed to return to 
Medina, or be stationed in the frontier garrison 
against the Turks, or safelj^ conducted to the 

f)resence of Yezid. But the commands of the 
ieutenant were absolute, and Hosein learnt that 
he must either submit as a captive, and as cri- 
minal to the commander of the faithful, or ex- 
pect the consequences of a rebellion. ** Do yoii 
think,'* replied he, ** to terrify me with death r'* 
And, during the short respite of a night, he 
prepared to encounter his iale. He checked the 
lamentations of his sister Fatima, who deplored 
the impending ruin of his house, " Our trust,'* 

6ai4 
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, ^id Hosein, " is in God alone. All thiijgs, 
" both in ,beaven and earth, must perish and te- 
*' turn to iheir creator. My brother, my father, 
5* my mother, were belter than I ; and every 
** Mussuhiian has an example in the prophet.'* 
He pressed his friends to consult iheir safety by 
flight ; they unanimously refused to desert or 
survive their master, and their courage was for- 
tified by a fervent prayer, and the assurance of 
paradise. On the morning oF the fatal day he 
mounted on horseback, with his sword drawn in 
one hand, and the Koran in the other; his ge- 
nerous martyrs consisted only of thirty- two 
horse and forty foot ; but their flanks and rear 
were.secured by the tent ropes, and by a deep 
trench, which they had filled >»'ith lighted fag- 
gots. The enemy advanced with reluctance; and 
.one of their chiefs deserted, with thirty followers, 
in order to claim the partnership of inevitable 
death. In every close onset, or single combat, 
tlie despair o the Fatimiles was invincible ; but 
the surrounding multitudes galled them from a 
distance with a cloud of arrows, and the horses 
and' men were successively slain: a truce was 
allowed on both sides for. the hour of prayer; 
and the battle at length expired, by the death 
of the last of thecompanionst)f Hosein. Alone, 
.weary, and wounded, he seated himself at the 
door of his tent. As he was tasting a drop of 
water, he was pierced in the mouth with a dart, 
and his son and nephew, two beautiful youths, 
were killed in his arms. He lifted his hands to 
heaven, they were full of blood, and he uttered a 
funeral prayer both for the living and the dead. 
In ^ transport of despair his sister issued from 
the tent, and adjured the general of the Cassians 

' that 
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thai he would not suffer Hosein to be murdered 
bdbre his eyes ; a tear trickled down his vene- 
rable beard, and the boldest of his soldiers fell 
back on every side, as the dying hero threw him- 
seU among them. The remorseless Shamcr, a 
name detested by the faithful, reproached tiieir 
cowardice ; and the grandson of Mohammed was 
slain witli three-and-thirly strokes of lances and 
iH'ords. After they had trampled on his body, 
ihey carried his head to the castle of Cufa, and 
.tJie inhuman Obeidallah struck him on the mouth 
widi a cane. " Alas !" exclaimed an aged Mus- 
sulman, " on these lips have I seen the lips of the 
apustle of God !^' In a distant age and climate 
the tragic scene of the death of Hosein will 
awaken the sympathy of the cold reader. On the 
annual festival of his martyrd<>ixi> in the devout 
pilgrimage to his sepulchre, his Persian votaries 
abandon their souls to the religious frenzy of sor- 
row and indignation. 

When the sisters and / children of Ali were 
brought in chains to the throne of Damascus, ti)^ 
caliph was advised to extirpate the enmity ot a 
popular and hostile race, whom he had injured 
beyond tlie hope of reconciliation. Yezid pre- 
i&rred. the counsels of mercy, and the mourning 
family was dismissed, to mingle their tears with 
tljeir kindred of Medina. The glbry of mart>r- 
dom superseded the rights of primogenitiin.*, and 
(he twelve Imans, or p(mlils of the Persian creed, 
are Ali, Hosein, and the lineal descendants of 
Hosein, to the ninth generation. Wiilunit arms, 
or treasures, or subjects, they successively en- 
joyed the veneration of the people, and provoked 
the jealousy of the reigning caliphs ; their tombs at 
Mecca, or Medina^ are still visited by .the devo* 
Vol. X« £ i'^OQ^ 
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lion of their sect. Their names were often ihd 
I pretence of sedition and civil war ; but these ro^ial 

*saints despised the pomp of the world, submKted 
to the will of God, and the injustice of man, and 
devoted their innocent lives to the studv and prac-* 
tice of religioiT. The twelfth and fast of the 
Imans^ conspicuous by the title of Mihadi, or Ihe 
guide, surpassed the solitude and sanctity iX hit 
predecessors. He concealed himself in a cavent 
near Bagdad; and, the time and place oC hit 
death being unknown, his votaries pretend thai 
he still lives, and will appear before the day df 
judgment, arid overthrow the tyranny ef Dejal^ 
or the Anti-christ.* In the lapse of two or three 
centuries, the posterity of Abbas,, the uncle of 
Mohammed, had multiplied to the number of 
thirty-three thousand : the race of Ali might be 
equally prolific ; the meanest individual was above 
the first and greatest of prinoes; and the most 
eminent were supposed to excel the perfections of 
angels; but their adverse fortune, and the wide 
extent of. the Mussulman empire, allowed an am- 
ple scope for every bold and artful impostor, who 
claimed affinity with the holy seed ; the sceptre of 
the Almoades Jn Spain and Africa; of the Fati- 
mites in Egypt and Syria; of the ^ultans of Ye-> 
• ■ / men; and of theSophisof Persia, has been con- 
p^ secrated by this vague and ambiguous title. Un- 

der their reigns, it mi^ht be dangerous to dispute 
the legitimacy of their birth. One of the Fati- 
anite caliphs silenced an indiscreet question by 

* The naoie of j^iticlnst may appear ridiculous, but 
the Mahometans have liberally borrowed from every reli- 
gion. In the royal stable of Ispahan two horses were aU 
\7ays kept saddled 3 one for the Mahadi hlmselfy the other 
for his lieutenant, Jeius, the son of Mary. 

drawing 
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drawing his scymitar: "This/' said Moez, " is 
my pedigree ; and these," ca,sting an hanjllul of 
gold to his soldiers, " are my kindred and my chil- 
dren/' In the various conditions of princes or 
doctors, or nobles, or merchants, or beggars, a 
swarm of the genuine or fictitious descendants of 
Mohammed and Ali, is honoured with the appel- 
lation of sheiks, or sherifs, or emirs. In the Ot- 
•toman empire, they are distinguished by a green 
■turban, receive a stipend from the treasury ; are 
judged^only by their (hief;^and, however flcbascd 
by ibrtune and character, still assert the proud 
pre-eminence of their birth. A family ol three 
hundred persons, the pure and orthodox branclj of 
•the caliph Hassan« is preserved,, without taint or 
suspicion, in the holy < cities of Mecca and Medi- 
na, and still retains after the revoitltions of twelve 
centuries, the custody of the temple, and the so- 
.vercigntjr of iheir native land. The &me and 
-merit of Mohammed would ennoble a plebeian 
•jrace, and the ancient blood of the Koreish trao- 
.«cends tfae ^cceiii majesty of the kings oi the 
«arUi. 
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is uncreated and eternal; inscribed wiUi a pen of 
light on the table of his everlasting decrees. -^A 
pap^ copy, in a volume of silkT'aTid gem<>«^>ws 
brousjht down to the lowest ^'lieaven by tiie-nn-* 
gel Gabriel. Instead of a porpeiual «nd' f^si^^ 
measure of the divine wrll^ tbeebm^meiAsti^* tbd 
Koran were produced at ih&'jdiscr&lfon rtftLMo^ 
liammed ; each revel^ion is /Suited tO^ltetfntK 
gencies of his policy or pas8kin&':0'^^hlB^(iniifM 
God, and of the apostle, was'diligcntkjHiffVfcM 
by his disciples on palm leaves;- and th^sUiuUfi^ 
bones of mutton ; and the paige9> -wjitbwkif^MtteF 
or connection, were cast into a. d oai g i t ic i <i6cs!v 
in the custody of one of his wives. Two.-yeari 
after the death of Mohammed, the sacred vo- 
- lume ivas collected, and published, by his (ivrnd 
and successor, Abu Beer : the work was revised 
by the caliph Othman, in the thirtieth year of- 
the Hegira. In the spirit of enthusiasm, or va- 
nity, the prophet rests the truth of his mission 
en the merit of his book, and audaciously chal- 
lenges both men and angels to imitate the beau- 
ties of a single f^age; and presumes to aNScrt, 
that God alone could dictate this incomparable 
performance. Thi« argument is most power- 
fully addressed to a devout Arabian, whose 
ignorance is incapable of comparing the pro- 
ductions of human genius. The harmony and 
copiousness of style will not, in a version, reach 
the iuu^opean infidel. The divine attfibules 
exalt the fancy of the Arabian- missionary ; but 
his loftiest strains must yield to the sublime sim- 
plicity of the book of Job, composed in a remote 
Bge, in the same country, and tlic same language. 
At the end of two hundred years, the Soutia, or 
oral law^ was fixed and consecrated by the la- 
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faoursof.'Al Bochari, who discriminated the ^e« 
nuine traditions troni those of a more-- doubtful 
or spurious character. Knch day the pious autiior 
prayed in tlic temple of Mecca; the pages 
wve*«uccessively deposited on the pulpit, and 
Ito'Mpaichre of the apo<4tle, and the wuik has 
l>ecn'3pproved by the four orthodox sects of. the 



^^f£hb' ^i^^ii of Moses and' of Jesus had been 
onnlicmdi^-by many splendid prodigies; and 
Mohambied was repeatedly urged, by the inha- 
Ibtants' of Mecca and Medina, to produce simi- 
larewidence of hi?( divine legation. As often as 
hu wa» j>ressed by the demands of the Kr)reish, 
he involved himself in the obscure boast u\' vi- 
sioji and propl^ccy, appealing to the internnl 
proofs of his doctrine, and shielding himself be- 
hind the providence of God, who refused si^ns 
and wonders that would depreciate the merit of 
faith, and aggravate the guilt of in/idelity. Tlie 
votaries qf Afohammed are more fully assured 
than himself of his miraculous gifts ^"^^ their 
confidence and credulity increase, as llicy jire 
tarther removed from the time and place of his 
spiritual exploits. They believe, or atfirm, that 
trees went forth to meet him ; that he was sa- 
luted by stones ; that water gushed from his 
lingers ; that he fed tlie hungry, cured the sick, 
and raised the dead ; that a beam groaned to 
him ; that a camel complamed to him ; that a 
shoulder of mutton informed him of its being 
poisoned; and that -both animate and inanimate 
nature were equally subject to the apostle of 
God. 

The. precepts of Mohammed inculcate simple 
and rational piety; :pray«r, fasting, and t^m% 



44 MOHAMMBDAK.&ELZGiOir« 

arc the religious duties of a. Mussultfiani tnd 
he is encouraged to hope, that prayer will ctrrj 
him lialF way to God ; fasting will bring bia 
to the door of his palace; and alms wiU gain 
him admittance. At fir<tt his disciples wtr« mt^ 
joined to the performance of^fty prayefl WfWtj 
day. By the advice of Moses he appli«f| Ibr an 
alleviation of that intolerable burthen: tlnrnNini* 
ber was gradually reduced to five; at day^mdc, 
at noon, in the afternoon, in the evening and 
at the ^rst watch of the night. CleanliiMtt if 
the key of prayer: the frequent lustratiqil ^ 
the haniU, the face^ and the body, is aokaniy 
^enjoined by the Koran; and a permisskm U 
formally granted to supply .with sand the scarcity 
of water. The , words and attitudes of supplica- 
tion, as it is performed either sitting or standing, 
or prostrate on the ground, are prescribed by 
custom or authority ; but ihe prayer is poured 
forth in short and fervent «jaculations. Among 
the priests, who reject the use of images, it has 
been found necessary to restrain the wander- 
ings of fancy, by directing the thought to a kebia, 
or visible point of the horizon. The prophet 
was, at first; inclined to gratify the Jews by the 
choice of Jerusalem, but he finally determined 
upon the temple of Mecca, to which the Mo- 
liammedans turn their eyes five times every day ; 
their prayers are offered indiflferently, in^their 
chamber or in the street. Friday is the day in 
eac*h week which is set apart for public worship. 
The Mohammedan religion is destitute of priest- 
hood or sacrifice, and the spirit of fimaticisni 
looks down with contempt on the ministers and 
flavai of superstition. The voluotary penaoce 
«f ascttict w^ odious to » propbeC, who cen- 

surod 
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fiured in his companions a rash vow of abstain- 
ing from fiesh, and women, and sleep : lie al- 
lowed no monk.^ in his religion ; >x't he insii- 
tuted a fast of thirty days in every year, durin^^ 
which, from the rising to the Netting of the sun, 
on each dav, the Mussulman abstains from eat- 
ing and drinking, and women, and baths, and 
perfumer; fri>m all nourisbnent that can restore 
J)is strength ; from all pleasures that can gratify 
his senses. The use of wine is completely in- 
terdicted. The charity of the Mohammeilans 
descends to the animal creation ; and the Koran 
inculcates, as an indispensable duty, the relief of 
the indigent and unfortunate : the AInssulman 
must bestow a tenth of his revenue in acts of 
benevolence; and, if his conscience accuse him 
of fraud or extorticm, the tenth is enlarged to 
a tiflh. BenevoltMice is the foundation of justice, 
since we are torbid to injure those whom we 
are bound to as^iist, A prophet may reveal the se- 
crets of heaven, and of futurity, but in his mo- 
ral precepts he can only repeat the lessons of 
our own hearts. 

Tlie articles of faith, and practTftal duties of 
Islam, are guarded by rewards and punishments : 
the expectation of the Mussulman is devoutly 
fixed on the event oi the judgment and th^jast 
day. On the omnipotence ot the Creator^ Mo- 
hammed and his followers rely, whose word can 
reanimate the breathless clay, and collect- the 
innumerable atoms that no longer retain their 
l«>rm or substance. The reunion of the soul 
and body will be followed by the iinal juclgnicnt 
of mankind. The doom of the infidels is com- 
mon ; the measure of their guilt and punishment 
is determined by the degree of evidence which 

. * they 
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tiiey have rejected, and by the magnitode of the 
errors which they have entertained. The eter- 
nal mansions of the Christians, Jews, and idolaters, 
are sunk below each other in the abyss^ and ' 
the lowest hell is reserved for the faithless hypo- 
crites, who have assumed the mask of religion. 
After the greater part of mankind has been 
conde^mned for their opinions, the true believers 
will be v-idged by their actions. The good and 
evil of each Mussufman will be accurately weigh- 
ed in a real or allegorical balance, and a sin- 
gular mode of compensation will be allowed for 
the payment of injuries: the aggressor will re^ 
fund an equivalent of bis own good actions, for 
the benefit of the person whom he has wronged ; 
end, if he should be destitute of any moral 
property, the weight of his sins will be loaded 
with an adequate share of the demerits of the 
sufferer. According as the shares of guilt or 
virtue shall preponderate, the sentence will be 
pronounced, and all, without distinction, will 
pass over the sharp and perilous bridge of the 
abyss; but>;the innocent, treading in the foot* 
"Steps of Nftiiammed, will gloriously *nter the 
gates of Paradise, while the guilty will fall in- 
to the' first and mildest 6f the seven betls. The 
term of expiration will vary from nine hundred 
to seven thousand vears ; but all the disciples of 
the true faith shalf be saved from eternal dam- 
nation. Seventy-two Honris, or black-eyed girls, 
of resplendent beauty, blooming youth, virgin pu^ 
rity, and exaoisite sensibility, will be created fc>r 
the meanest Deliever ; a moment of pleasure will 
he proioT^^ed to a thousand years, and his fa- 
culties will be increased an hundred fold, to render 
liim worthy ef bis felicity. Nevertheless, ■ the joys 
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of the Moliammedan paradifte will not Jje con- 
fined to the indulgence of luxury and appetite: 
and the prophet has expressly declared, that all 
meaner happiness will be forgotten and despised 
by the saints and martvis^ who siiall be admitted 
to the beatitude of the divine vision. 

Such are the leading traits of the Koran : 
the ta&ents of the prophet are eatitled to our 
applause, and his success attracts our admira- 
tion. Are we surprised that a multitude of 
proselytes should embrace the doctrine, and 
emulate the zeal of an eloquent fanatic? Does 
it secB incredible, tliat a private citizen should 
grasp the sword and the sceptre, subdue his na- 
tive country, and erect a monarchy by his vic- 
torious arms ? In the changing picture of the 
dynasties of the £last, one hundred fortunate 
usurpers havq arisen from a baser origin, sur- 
mounted more formidable obtacles, and filled a 
larger scope of empire and conquest. Moham- 
med was alike instructed to preach and to light, 
aud the union of these opposite qualities, while 
it cnh^ced his merit, contributed to his suc- 
cess : the operation of force alnd persuasion, of 
enthusiasm and fear, continually acted on each 
other* till every barrier yielded to their irresisti- 
ble power. His voice invited the Arabs to freo- 
dom and victory ; to arms and rapine ; to the 
indulgence of their darling passions in this workl 
and tlie other: the restraints which he imposed 
was requisite to establish the credit of the pro* 
phet, and to exercise the obedience of the people ; 
and the only obstacle to his success was his 
rational creed of the unity and perfections of the 
Deity. But it is not so much the propagation, 
as tlie permanency of his religion, that excites 
and commands pur admiration: tlie same strong 

and 
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and perfect impression which he enj^raved at 
Mecca and Medina is preserved, after ihe re— 
volution of twelve centuries, by the Indian^ th^ 
African, and the Turkish proselytes of the 
Koran. The Turkish dome of St. Sophia^ with 
an increase of splendor and size, represents the 
humble tabernacle erected at Medina by the 
hands of Mohammed. His disciples have unii 
fbrmly withstood the temptation of reducing 
the object of their fiaith and dev6tion to a level 
with the senses and imagination of man. *M- 
" believe in one God, and Mohammed, the 
** apostle of God,*' is the simple and invaria- 
ble creed of Islam. The intellectual image of 
the Deity has never been degraded by any vi- 
sible idol ; the honors of the prophet liave ne- 
ver transgressed the measure of human virtue;* and 
his living precepts have restrained the gratitude 
of his disciples within the bounds of reason and 
religion. From the Atlantic to the Ganges, the 
Koran is acknowledged as the fundamental code, 
not only of theology, but of civil and criminal 
jurisprudence; and the laws which regulate the 
actions and property of marlkind, are guarded 
bv the infallible and immutable sanction of the 
will of God. This religious" servitude is aMend- 
€^d with some practical disadvantage; the ilH- 
jterate legislator has been often misled by his 
/own prejudices, and those of his country; and 
[the institutions of«the Arabian desert mayi)© 
''"ill-adapted to tfie wealth and numbers of Ispa- "^ 
han and Constantinople. On tliese occasions, 
the Cadhi respectfully places on his head the 
holy volume, and substitutes a dextrous inter- 
pretation, more opposite to the principles of 
equity, and the thanners and policy of the times. 
What uifiuenCe and etfect the character of 
2 Mohammed 
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t/ofiammed had upon the public happincf^s is 
the last thing to be considered. The Clirisiian 
and Jew allow that he asstinied a false com- 
mission, to inculcate a salutary, though less per- 
fect, doctrine than their own. As the basis of 
l\i religion, he supposed the truth of the revela- 
lions in which they believed, and the virtues and 
Jbiracles ot their founders. The idols of Arabia 
*ere broken before the throne of (iod ; the blood 
of human victims was expiated by prayer, and 
Asting, and alms ; and his rewards and punish- 
Aiienls of a fulure stale, were painted by th<? 
images most congenial to an igno/mit race of 
people. Wii recommended the practice of the 
social virtues, and checked, by his laws and prc- 
repts, tJie thirst of revenge, and the oppression 
of widows and orphans. The hostile tribes were 
nniled in faith and obedience, and the valour 
which had been idly spent in domestic quarrels, 
was vigorously directed against a foreign enemy. 
Had X\\ii impulse been less powerful, Arabia, free 
at home, and formidable abroad, might have 
flouri^lieil under a succession of her ndlive- nio- 
narchs. 1 Jer sovereignty was lost by the extent 
and rapidity cf the conquest. I'hc cf>l<51iies of 
the r.ntion were scattered over tho j£*?t and 
West, and their blood was mingled with" the 
blood of their converts and captives. After tfit 
reign of three caliphs, the throne wa^ trans- 
ported from Medina to the volley oi Damascits 
•nd the banks of the Tygris ; the holy cities Were 
violated by impious war; Arabia was ruled by 
tlie rod of a subject, perhaps of a stranger ; and 
(lie Bedoweens of the desert, awakenmg' from 
their dream of dominion, resumed their old and 
ftOiitary independence. 
Vol. X. F CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Empire of the Arabs, under the Caliphs, eoniinued^ 

WE have broken the thread of our nsiTii- 
tive, in order to give a succinct view of 
tlie Mohammedan religion, which, oh account 
of its long establishment and extensive progress 
over a great part of the habitable globe, nteritt , 
the attention of the historian. We shall now 
resume the subject. 

. j^ Moawiyah II, the son of Yezid, wa» 
' ' proclaimed caliph at Damascus ihe daj 
on which his father died. This young 
prince was of fi religious disposition, but of a very 
weak constitution ; fearing lest^ through igno« 
rancCj, he should do wrong, he sought the advice 
oi hit preceptor^ Oinar, who told him, that if he 
found himself equal to the duties of the arduous 
pott, lie cwght to accept of the dignity offered 
oim, bot iftm, he ought to. decline it. Find- 
ing hiii^96)f* in a short time, too weak to sustain 
the w^gbt of government, he resolved to relin- 
quish his high station* He made his abdication 
ill due form, and the chiefs proceeding to a nevr 
election, the choice fell upon Merwan^ when the 
late monarch made a speech to the following 
eftct : ''My grandfiither, Moawiyah, deprived 
a man more worthy than himself of the cali- 
phate; nor did my father merit that dignity, 
though he obtained it. For my own part, I am^ 
determined rot to have an account to give of so 
weight/ a charge as the government of the 

^IVJASUI- 
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Masnilinen, when I appear in the presence of 
God ; and therefore will invest the person tliat 
ihall please yoo best, with the authority of ca- 

Moawiyah had no sooner abdicated the go- 
Tcmment, than be shut himself up in his cham- 
her, from whence he did not remove till he died. 
The interval between his abdication and death 
be ipenl in religious exercises : he was sur- 
aamed; by way oT ridicule, the *' 1 ather of the 
Night,* because the state of his health, and his 
Batoral weakness, did not allow him to appear 
ORach • abroad in the day-time. The house of 
Ommijrah was so exasperated at his abdication^ 
that the members of ii buried alive his ma<!ter, 
whom they supposed to have been the person 
that suggested that resolution : the inscription 
on his seal was, *' the world is a diMU.** He 
kft no issue behind him. 

All the provinces of the Moslem empire, ex- 
cept part of Syria, concurred, soon afl^r the 
death of Yezid, to advance Zobeir to the ca- 
liphate, and he caused himself to be inaugu- 
rated at Mecca: the people of that city had 
first declared in his favour, and their example 
was immediately ibliowcd by the citiaens of 
Medina. But the house of Ommiyah, perceiv- 
ing the danger, resolv^ to stand u^i their 
«wn defence, end proclaimed Merwan, ^ «^ 
who was at the head of them, the bwiiil ^^J:* 
caliph, after the death of Moawiyah II. ^^^ 
The Moslem empire was, therefecc, at this tim^ 
divided into two frctions, and all posnUe me- 
thods were employed to dispose boCb parties to 
n accommodation, but without effect. Tbve 
' facci on bolh sides, commanded by )>\e>t* 

F 2 ' vf%x^ 
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wan and Dehak, found themselves obliged to 
Ci»me to a general action. The battle was fought 
ill the plains of Damascus, and Merwan czmc 
off victorious ; he was, soon after, acknowledge 
ed as sovereign, and the people every wh6fe' re- 
newed their oath of fidelity to Merwan, 

Soon after his accession, Merwan advanced^ 
at the head of a considerable army, to the fipori-^. 
tiers of Egvpt. -His troops quickly possessed 
therasGJves o* that country, and obliged the in- 
habitants to take the oath of allegiance. <* 

In the 6.5th year of the Hegira the followers of 
Ali assembled' at Cufa, in order to revenge the 
death of Hosein. For this purpose they sent" 
circular letters to their friends, inviting them to 
contribute all in their power to the execution of 
so laudable a desi n. At the head of these 
was Soliman, one of Mohammed's friends, coo- 
sequently a very old man, in great repute for 
Jiis attachment for rehgion, but little endowed 
wilb military virtues. He acted as if zeal could 
supply the place of every other virtue. Under 
iiis command was formed a species of crusade^ 
composed pf pious Mussulraen, who crowded 
to his stanvbrd ; their cry . was vengeance for 
Jlosein, and,- like true enthusiasts, they w^ere 
willing, to devote themseivcit to death in the 
cause. "My child,*' soiida father to his weep, 
ing daughtaFyi wHo. conjured htm . not to leave 
her, " tj>y tatlj^'aJ>andons all-;* to return to God.^ 
'i^e *gei*r?l hiinsfflf, being iib pressed with these 
&e*)ti men tSf^ijii^pired his soldiers, with, the ^anitf^ 
"It is for ,|.hft. world to come/' said, he, "and 
jwi. for thi*,.-lhal yqu ■ iigbl :; therefore/ wiiatever 
inay be th« evcMit Vk the present expedition, yoft 
jna/depeuil hercjiiiA^i: on eternal happinessi^^ . 



Mnnan conducted them to HoseinN tomb, 
where they poored forth the most woeful lainen« 
rnnns, and wished ther had died with him. 
When Solinan commanded them to march^ they 
tbst threw themselves on the grave, and intreat* 
cd his forgiveness. All, however, were not so 
aealous, some of them even withdrew, which 
their general perceiving, said to his faithful fol- 
lowers: "The Almighty does not approve tliat 
these deserters should unite themselves to us ; 
it is for our advantage that he separates them, 
therefore praise him and the prophet." Willi 
this excess of confidence he led those wretched 
victims to battle, who were all massacred, ex- 
cept those whoHe prudence or agiiity assisted 
(hem in flight : this was one of the principal 
events of Merwan's reign, which was not ot a 
jesr's continuance. 

Mokhtar, one who had deserted from Soli man's 
itandard, assembled ihe scattered troops, now 
grown wise from mis/brtune, and with them gain- 
ed considerable success. The remainder ot liieir 
former credulity he turned to his own advantage. 
He caused a portable throne, to wliich he attri- 
buted extraordinary virtues, to be paraded through 
the camp, and carried on a mule in the rear ot 
his army. *' This throne," said he to his troops, 
" will be as useful to you as the ark of tl)e co- 
venant \^as to the Israelites.'' Al first they were 
luicessful, and considered themselves indebted 
K)r victory to this pageant, which they worship- 
ped as an idol ; but its virtues soon ceased, and 
a total reverse of fortune ensued : their general 
was slain, and his troops dispersed. From this 
time wandering hordes were formed, destitute 
of every principle, aiid loudly tasf l«isnv|l ^kim 
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coctempt of alt governBifnt» 41>«ib -leBipoml alsd 

spiriltxal : massaore and pJnndQr'Wens their rdi-- 

gion ahd/thbirMaw. One (iFvtheiin, meeting a* 

Jady of-greBto^aut^, seemttd ipclined to ipare' 

her — " Wiiat 1'*. 3aid his associates/ '*art thoU' 

vanquished • bj her charms ? thou • denicst thy- 

. .^ faith/' and insianily struck oiF his heacl 

' ' with a. sabre. Abdthnalec rose superior 

to his rivals, > and succeeded his father^ 

Merwan. 

In the sixty-»«inth of the Hegira, he marched 
against Zobeir, and appointed Amru governor 
of Damascus/ who during his absence, seized 
the governmeiU for himself, which obliged the 
caliph to lay aside his intended expedition. 
When Abdalmalec arrived at Damascus, seve* 
ral skirmishes happened between his troops and 
Amru's men, but, by the intervention of tlia 
women, a treaty was concluded, and the public . 
tranquillity restored. However, the caliph or- 
dcrt:d his competitor to be disarmed, fettered^ « 
and his four teeth beat out. He then went to 
evening prayers, and left the execution of Amru 
to his brother, who refused to be the instrument 
of his death. The caliph returned, and, find- 
ing, to his great surprise, that Amru was still 
alive, ordered him instantly to be slain. Yahya» 
Amru's brother, armed a thousand slaves, and 
attacked the caliph's parlace; they forced open 
the gates, killed several of the guards, and wei-e 
upon the point of entering, when the peo;^le 
within threw Amru's head among them, 'iiiif 
so cooled ' their ardour, that they resisted from 
the attempt, and some money having been dis- 
tributed among them, they retired to their re* 
spective hatntalions. Their ringleader, Yahya, 
^ was 
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cosdemned to die^ wliich punish mcnt^was^ 
iiowcver^ commuted for a month's imprison* 
aienr. 

Abdalmalec having now occasion for all his 
forces to reduce Zol^eir, in Arabia, and Musab, 
his brother^ iin Irak, to obedience, was not able 
to march against the Greeks, who made an in- 
cursion into Syria, but agreed to pay the Greek 
emperor a certain sum, to induce him to with* 
<}raw bis troops irom the Moslem territories. 

i^bdalmaleCy being resolved to undertake an 
expedition against Musab, put to death Amru's 
principal accomplices. Musab, having received 
ifitelligence oF the cahph*s design, prepared 
fiimself for the event. In the mean time Ab- 
dalmalec sent letters full of promises to Musab's 
leading men, and, among the rest, to Ibrahim, 
Alusab's lieutenant, who delivered it to his n^.as- 
t^r himself, declaring .that he should persist in 
his fidelity, and advised him to behead all those 
inrhom he had reason to suspect to be in Abdal- 
malec's interest ; but Musab not approving of 
Ibis expedient, Ibrahim pressed him to put them 
under an arrest till his own fiale was determined ; 
so that if he should be defeated by Abdalmalec, 
th«ir heads might be cut off upon the first ar- 
rival of the bad news; but if he obtained a vic- 
tory, he might make a compliment of them to 
their tribes. As for Abdalmalec, his subjects 
endeavoured to prevail upon him not to expose 
his person to the hazards of war, but to carry 
it on by means of his generals, fearing lest their 
afFairs should be embroiled, if any disaster should 
happen, as their government was not yet settled 
upon a solid foundation : but the Syrian caliph, 
tliinking himself a better match for Musab than 

«ny 
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any of his general^^ led his force<t into the -fidd» 

The two armieit came in sight of each oth^r. at 
Masken. The troops of Irak, according to 
custom, resolved to desert Musab, rather than 
' expose their country to the ravages of a Syrian 
army. Musab^ being pressed on uli sides, ende»> 
voured to prevail upon his son to make hk escape 
to Mecca, and aictiuaint his uncle, AbdaXlib, 
with the perfidy of Irak ; but he refused to de- 
sert his father at that perilous conjuncture, de» 
claring'that he would not survive iiim. On the 
contrary, he advised him to retreat first to Rasro^ 
and afterwards to Mecca, but Musab would no^ 
hear of the proposal ; he would not even accept 
of quarter offered hitn by the caliph, but deter* 
mined to die on tbe field of battle. His 8on» 
therefore, who was resolved not to forsake hiin^ 
and he, rushing into tlie midst of the enemy^ 
fought like men animated by despair ; and, af« 
tgr having destroyed sevyal Syrians with their 
own hands, were both laid dead upon the spot, 
Musab's head was carried to the caliph, . who 
offered the bearer a large reward, which he re* 
fused, saying, that as he had slain Musab to 
gratify his own private resentment, he had no 
ritle to it. After the battle of Masken, C^fii 
opened its gates to the Syrian caliph. Ifak sub- 
mitted, and the people »t the provinces came in 
crowds to irender him tiieir allegiance. After 
the conclusion of that ceremony, he ordered 
vast sums . of money to be districuited among 
them, and gave a splendid entertainment to hLt- 
new subjects, to which even the meanest were 
admitted. 

As Abdalmalec sat at table, the head of Muk 
ssb was brought him. One of^the guests, see* 
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Ing tfie head, in this place said, •'Here have 
1 seen Hosein's head presented to Obeidallah ; 
Obeidallah's to Mokhtai ; Mokhtai's to Musab ; 
and now Musab's to you/^ Abdelmalec caused 
thecastjeto be imniediateJy demolished, least his 
€rwh sliould also be carried thither. At the ca- 
liph's repast sat an old man, whose conversation 
may give an idea of the simplicity of that pe- 
riod : "What dish do you prefer?" said tfie 
prince to- him. An ass's head well seasoned and 
roasted/* replied the veteran : " that is but an 
4)<rdinary dish,*' saiil the caliph, " what say you 
to a leg or a shoulder of a sucking lomb^ weH 
roasted and covered with butter and milk." 
Thus we i»e^' that but little variation had taken 
flatQ in the dishes and cookery of these coun- 
ttfesj, whc^e Abraham, seventeen hundred years 
hetbie, had olFered the angels, as a delicacy, a 
n^ted calf^ with sauce made of milk and 
loiier. '■ ' 

It has been remarked, that, after Hoscin's 
death, Abdallah had assumed the dignity of 
caliph J which he might have preserved, had he 
consented to reside at Damascus; but he chose 
to confine himself to Arabia ; his forces were 
very inconsiderable, compared with those of his 
opponent, Abdalmalec, who united the armies 
of Syria, and of other parts of the empire sub- 
ject to his controul. With these numerous bat- 
talions, all commanded by brave generals, the 
Syrian obliged his rival to retreat from post to 
post, till, at length, Mecca was the only place 
remaining to him. 

Here he valiantly defended himself during 
€ight months. At length he was deserted by 
-almost all his imndi*, ten thousand of VV\^ \v\\v 
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bitants^ and even by Win two sons. The general 
of the enemy offered him an^ terms upofi the 
condition only of his resignmg his pretentioa^ 
and acknowledging the caliph of Damasc^it. 
Alihough he was then seventy- two years of 
age^ his mother, the daughter of Abu Beer, was 
yet alive, whom he consulted on the occaaon;^ 
but slie, noh enduring the thought of seeing iicr 
son reduced to a private station, exhorted hiai 
not to survive the loss of his dignity. In tkm 
last visit he paid her, she observed he wore • 
coat of mail, which she advised him to take oS^ 
that his death might not be lingering^ He ea» 
pressed some fears least his body should be ex* 
posed to the enemy's insults; to whioh she le- 
plied, '* a dead sheep does not feel when it h 
.s||iyed/' After bidding his mother a last fate* 
well, Abdallah rushed into the middle of the 
besiegers, and slew a great number of them, bat 
at length received himself a mortal blow. By 
his death, AbdaLmalec remained sole caliph, 
which dignity he possessed thirteen years. Pre* 
viously to Abdallah's last action, AbdalmaW 
had oflTered him, if he would submit, the whole 
public revenues of Khorasan for seven years. 
This proposal so incensed that commander, that 
he forced the caliph's messenger to eat the lei» 
ter that be had brought. 

Abdalmalec had a general named Hejaj, le 
whom he gave the government of Irak ; tiie io* 
habitants of which had formerly deserted tfo* 
sein, and had not proved more faithful to Ak- 
dallah. On Hejaj's arrival at Cufa, their capi- 
tal, they crowded round him: — ^'Your curio- 
sity," said he, "shall soon be gratified, yoe 
shall know me b^bre it is long;" ho then as- 
cended 
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cended the pulpit of the mosque, harangued 
them in very severe terms on 'their former insur- 
fecUons, and swore that he. would not pardon 
OD^ that should be guilt)' in future. After k 
fMi^se, casting his (\{;ry eyes round on the au« 
dience, he exclaimed, what numbers of heads do 
I behold ready to be struck oB! what quanti- 
ties of turbans and beards bathed in blood ! 
Hejaj was attended by twelve thousand soldiers 
capable of putting his threats into execution. 

Those who had any hand in the murder of 
Othman were ll>e principal objects of his fury^ 
txHh at Cufa and Basra. To give the Basrans 
a (asle of his discipline, he caused one of them, 
who had been informed against as a rebel^ to be 
beheaded on the spot. In short, his conduct 
fo exasperated the people cf Irak, that they 
formed an insurrection against him ; but, having 
defeated them in a pitched battle, and beheaded 
their leaders, he returned to Basra. 

In the seventy-sixth year of the Hegira, Saleh 
and Shebib took u]) arms against the caliph. 
They had both been on a pilgrimage at Mecca, 
the preceding year, when Abdahnalcc was there, 
and formed a conspiracy against him. The 
caliph, apprised of this, ordered Hejaj to seyse 
them, but ihey eluded his vigilance, and made 
their escape. Saleh remained secure a month 
at Cufa, and concerted the most proper mea- 
sures with his friends to carry his design into 
execution". That branch of the Kharijites that 
followed him, went under the name of Safrians, 
and appeared now, for the first time, in arms. 
Saleh was a man much given to devotion* and 
had many followers in Mauscl and Mesopoia- 

* mia. 
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severity, do nx)t flatter yourselves ihat wh^' I 
am dead, you wiirescape chastisement ; for God 
lias a mullitude of servants; and, after my death 
lie will send you one wIk) will execute his orders 
respecting you, perhaps, with more rigour than 
I do. Would you have the prince mild and 
identic, follow the dictates of justice, and obey 
nis commands; your own conduct will be tirc 
principle and the cause of either the good or fed 
Treatment that you receive from him. The so^ 
vereign and his lieutenant may be aptly coni* 
pared to a Iookihg-gla<is : — all that appears iii. 
this glass is but the reflexion and image of the 
objects placed belore it.*^ 

Walking one day in the country, he met ail 
Arab of tha desert, and asked, him " WIk> is this 
Hejaj they talk sd much about r " A very wicked 
man," replied the Arab. "Dost thou know 
me?" resumed the governor. "No." "Well, 
I am that Hejaj, of whom thou speakest 96 
harshly." Without betraying the smallest enwr 
tiori," the Arab rejoined, "Do y<m knoSv who I 
sm P* " No" " Well, I belong to the family of. 
Zobeir, whose descendants have a fit of instlnHj 
three days in the year, ai>d this is one of them.'* 
Hejaj aamired the ingenious evasion, and con^ 
mended the Arab's presence of mind. ' ; 

Having condemned some officers to suflTer death, 

one among the number petitioned Hejaj to grant. 

iiim his life, on the plea of his having some lim^ . 

, before- reproved a man for speaking ill of Wrti. 

*** Have yoiT any witness?" said the governor^ 

'^•I have^- replied the captive immediately/ 

^nAiln^Ali^^fficer present, also under sentence of 

a^fl! S'ypiic latter declared it was ^ fact. " And 

• t***'" why/ 
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wbjf/' continued Hejaj, 'Mid not you, as vcttl 
IS your comrade, prevent their defaming me *" 
"Because," answered this intrepid man, "you 
tre my enemy.'' He extended his pardon to 
(bun both. 

Once he missed his way as he was hunting, 
and found himself in the midst of an herd of ca- 
Bids, whose owner was leading them to pasture; 
the animals were startled, and the ^ Arab, in a 
passiun, asked, ''What fellow is this in fine 
dotbes come into the desert to scare my camels ? 
ISmj God's curse light upon him." Hejaj beg- 
fpeci his pardon, and asked him for a little water. 
" Dismount," said the clown rudely, "and draw 
»me for yourself.*' The governor enquired 
vrhat he thoughr of the entperor; the Arab hesi- 
!ated a moment, and then did not conceal that 
ic thought hifD a very bad prince. "Why?" 
>aid Hejaj. " Because he has sent us for a go* 
ftrnor the most wicked man upon earth." 
scarcely had he spoken when the governor's 
piard appeared; the Arab was commanded to 
ittend them. The following day, Hejaj invited 
kem to dinner; the company ate and conversed. 
flqaj introduced the adventures of the preceding 
iay, when the Arab interrupted him, saying, 
" God prosper you in all things; but, respecting 
Jie secret of yesterday, take care you do not di- 
rafge it to day.** "I will not," replied he, "on 
tUs condition: either that tliou remain in my 
lerrioe, or that I send thee to the emperor, in- 
arming him, at the same time, thy opinion of^ 
mn." "There is a third way much preferable 
o either of these," returned the Arab. " What 
iit ^' '.'To order me to return home, and may 

G3 vte 
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^^jwevermcel again." Hejaj permitted hhn to 
depart^ and' made hrtn a handsome present. 

Nor. must we omit another very ingenious re- 
ply made by' Kumeil, whom Hejaj accused of 
having loaded him with tire following impreca- 
tions : " May God blacken hfs visage ; may !his 
throat be cut, and his blood shed." *f It is viery 
true/' answered Kumeil; ''I did say all Ibis 
in the garden: — I was standing under a vine^ 
looking at somie bu9ches of grapes that vyeipe not 
yei ripe, and I wished them to turn black, that 
they might be cut down and made into wine.'* 
This explaiialion saved his life. The, same good 
fortune did not attend his astrologer ; who bluntly 
foretold Hcjaj's death ; adding some proofs to 
the prediction. *' Well/' said he, *' since you 
are so clever, I may want your services in the 
other World ; ,therefbre, you shall set off before 
me/' He sent him thither in reality. 

In the course of the 95th year of the Hegirji, 
Walid banished AI Abbas from Damascus to 
Honein, where he begot twenty sons. The ca- 
liph also ordered him to receive seventy stripQ3 
for meditating the murder of Salit. The Arab^ 
gained, tliis yeafi a complete victory over the 
Goths in Spain, ^ivhich paved the way to the ab- 
solute conquest of- .most of the provinces of that 
kingdom. - .^^ . 

Koderic, being informed that the Mussulqicn 
had landed a powerful army in Spain, and jnadb 
terrible havoc in several parts of -his dommioHs*, 
assembled, his whole force, and resolved to bring 
the ^nemy to a general action, in order-to deter- 
mine -hi^i late, as well ks that of his subjects. 
Coming up. with them^ he attacked them with 

such 
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tuch his^ivery, ihsit, notwithstanding the Goths 
had been enervated by a long peace, the victory 
bunj^ in • suspence for eight whole days« The 
kiu^ himseU, dressed in his royal robes, with a 
golden crown, apoa bis head, appeared, in an 
ivory chdriot,. at the head of his army, and so 
animated-, hrs troops, that they performed won* 
ders^- though,, at length, the enemyv having re- 
ceived ncjv. accessions to their strengtli, torched 
them^to a precipitate flight. The Arabs pursued 
the ilying Goths with so nuicl) ardour, that the 
greatest part ofthenaL were killed, either in battle 
or the pursuits ' Most of the Gothic nobility were 
slain; and it is not certainly known whether Ro- 
deric survived the destructicm of his arhiy. The 
ensigns of royalty and Ju9' horse . were foXind in a 
miry place, though the enemy nought for ^is body 
in: vain. The Arabs thiii year, we're likewise for- 
midable in the eastern"^ parts of the world.' 
, in the next year, Al Walid's governor of Egypt 
diod-atMesr, where he had erected a large and 
statblyf mosque. Walid himself also died this • 
jrear^-and was'buried at Damascus." He is said to 
have 'iharried sixty-three wives, the 'greatest part 
o£wfiom he divorced. ' He expended large sums 
^£]paney upon public buildings at Damascus, Je- 
rimlem, and Meilina.. Tire inscription of his 
s(^ was f* O^M WaKd, you are to>die> and give 
an account of your actions.'' 
.■ Walid was succeeded by his brother So- . ^ 
liman^ avery meiriful prince, svirnamcd 
V.The.Keyui' Gopdn^ss.'* He redressed ^'^• 
the grievances: coi^piained of before his accession; 
encouraged trade; and released all his prisoner':* 
in his extensive dominions, except such as had 
been confiDcd for capital criaxe«« CQIw^^3^^^^^'^^'<^V^ 
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was attacked in his reign ; and, in the space of a 
single year^ the tin^e whk:fa the siege lasted, 
thirty thousand people died of a iamioe« and 
nearly an e^oal number of the plague : bot» <m the^ 
other liand, scarcely an Arab returned home to 
tell the dismal- tale. The same year Soliman de- 
parted this life, te the inexpressible regret of bis 
subjects. He was mild and merctful, and a great 
lover of women. He died, aiioording to some« 
of a pain in hb side : according to others, by pow 
son ; but, with greater probability, of an indi* 
gestion, as be is said« by Aral>writers, to have 
eaten not less than one bundred weight of meat 
every day. 

J. jy In obedience to Soliroan*s will, Omar 
718 *^'' ws^ prodiMiied ealiph the day on 
' which his pnedeeeasor died. He sap« 
pressed the solemn malediction pronounced by 
the caliphs of the jKKise of Ommiyah, against the 
name of All and all bis ^mihy On this; the 
bigots exclaimed, ** The &ith is in danger ; the 
faith is destroyed.'' He, nevertlietess, abolished 
tlie practice, which served es a signal of ichism 
among the Mohammedans, to perpetuate tbci an* 
tipathy they vowed each other. As soon as Omar 
was saluted caEpIi, the finest horses were brpiifbt 
htm out of his predecessor's stables, all wfaidi 
he refused ; and, mounting the* horse he usually 
rode when' a private })er8on» he went dhectly lo 
his own house, being unwtHbg to incommode 
his predecessor's family^ which then resided in 
the palace : nor could he be prevailed upon tou 
take possession of any of the apartinents assigned 
him as caKph, till Soliman's domestics and re- 
lations, abashed by Jiis superior modesty, had 
mihdrawq themselves. 

As 
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As a farther instance of this Caliph's great hu« 
mility, it has been observed, that when lie was vi- 
sited in his last sickness by one of his generals, he 
was reposing himself upon a bed of palm leaves^ 
supponed by a pillow made of the skins of beasts, 
and covered by a common gafraent. His lips 
appeared of a livid colour, and he had on a dirty, 
fdbirt. The general could not forbeas .blaming \un 
sister Fatima, who was Omar's wife, for sufl'ering 
the emperor of. the iiiithful to be exhibited to any 
person's view in so mean and sordid a condition: 
but in order to justify her own^couduct on this oc- 
casion, she declared, tliat the-ealiph had not ano- 
ther shlri to put on. « 

In his disposition, Omar was extremely just, 
religious, and devout> and had •fixed his mind, 
from his infancy, entirely upon the other world. 
After his death, the house tf> which he used 
frequently to retire,- being then, shut up, was 
opened : the Arabs hoping to discover a consi- 
derable treasure in it, but they were disap- 
pointed. . 

Yexid H. 'was saluted Caliph the same ^ -^ 
day that his predecessor died.-.. Little is ^^o ' 
laid' oi' this prince, except that' he built 
superb mosques, and was a persecutor of Chris- 
tians ; he even forbade a Christian to be admitted 
an evidence against a Mussulman^ Historians 
assert, that he rommandod his subjects to exter- 
minate white dogs, white pigeons, and, in short 
all other animals of the same colour : this decree 
was issued A. D. 725. 

Yezid was much addicted to pleasure ; he was 
|)assionatcly fond of a singing girl, named Haba- 
bah, to whom he threw a large grape at an en- 
tertainment, 
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AT\ tertainment, with which «he, atteilipiing 

^2 . * to swallow it, was unfortanateiy cliofllteds 
' and he shortly after died of grief fer.fa^ 
loss. Hesham succeeded bis brother in the y^ak 
of the Hegirft 105. There is nothing ofgrea^ iA* 
|>ortance known oF this caliph; he was, howeveir^io 
all things the reverie of his relation Omar IL 
Omar, at bis death, scarcely posses^^ed a single 
shirt. Hesham left ten thousand, besides seven 
bundred coders filled with habiliments of every 
kind. Dufing this reign, the i^rabs continued 
their conqoests. They overfan the provinces, of 
the eastern and western fsmpires. From Africa 
Ihey spread through Spain^ and passed fromtbence 
into Gaul, fi>rmipga dyke against the Turks, who 
poured in torrents from the shores of the Caspian 
aea^ to diiride with the Arabs the rich and fertSc 
countries they had invaded. 

A j^ Hesham was succeeded by Walid II. 

743 ' '^^ ^^ y«»d, his brother, who was 
' proclaimed caliph the day his unde died. 
He had been treated with great Kindoeu by He^ 
sham, till he had totally atandoned himsetfto a 
most dissolute mode of life, which induced his 
uncle to alter the whole course of his condiKii^to* 
wards him. Al Walid, upon that account, reM^ 
with his friends and domestics to Asnra, where hk 
not only behaved with an irreproachable, but even 
an exemplary manner. At nis uncle's de^, he 
hastened to Damascus, where be soon relapsed 
into his former excesses, and gave himself up to 
all sorts of debaucheries. He distributed his uu- "^ 
cle's treasures with a profuse hand. Hesham 
had lo^ed up his provisions and apparel in 
chests, tlie keys of which he kept himself, and so 

effectually 
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f a 

efedually concealedji that at his deaths not even 

a sheet could be found to wrap his body in. 

Walid« opened all, divided these hoards among 

the poor of Damascus, and presented the ladies 

of tjie city with a vast quantity cff perfume and 

magnificent dresses, which gained him the af- 

fectKms of the people, though his vktes soon dis« 

ga^ed them, and general discontent ripened into 

sedition. He reininded them of his genero* 

sity, and his attention, in never augmenting 

4tt 4af^ ) to which they replied. We grant you 

' ^ese ^ood qoalittcs, but they aro surpassed by 

your vices/' He was deposed and massacred^ 

after a rdgn of fifteen months. 

Yezid IlL the son of Walid the first, . j^ 
succeeded to the throne. He was sur- 7^14 
named, by wav of derision '* the son of the 
Diminisher,'' peciiuse he found himselT obliged, 
by the emptiness of his coffers te diminish the 
pay that Mi been allowed to the soldiery by 
the caliphs. He died of the plague six mdnth<K 
afleir he asc'etided the throne, and his funeral ser- 
vice was performed by his brother Ibrahim, who 
succeeded him, but who was deposed after a 
reign of three mouths. 

Merwan II. was elected C^l^h, who . ^ 
on account of his undaunted courage, * ' 
Was stiled the Warlike Ass : the asses of ' 
that country being remarkable for their unpa« 
ralleled fortitude and intrepidity. 

The people of Hems revolted against Merwan, 
who opposed them at the head of a powerful 
army. He defeated them in a pitched battle, put 
a great number to the sword, and afiixed to 
crosses erected for that purpose, the bodies of 
about 9ix hundred of those who had been most 

active 
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active in the rebellion. The people ^f Damascus; 
of Basra and Cufa, followed llie example of tht 
citizens of Hems, and ijiet with the same fate. 

Notwitiistanding the success that Merwan had! 
hitherto met yvith, in rendering all his enemy'js 
designs abortive^ the partisans of the house of 
A I Abbas began to grow powerful in some of 
the provinces of the empire. Merwan removed 
his treasures into his armoury> thereby shewing 
a distrust of the inhabitants of Damascus, which 
alienated the minds of the Syrians; but he cohlH 
nued to support himself, by the aid of his other 
troops. Ibrahim, one of his opponents, fell into 
his power ; he cast him into prison, in which he 
died i)y poison. Merwan himself was- at length 
compelled to flee into Egypt ; where having ta- 
ken refuge in a mosque, he was s|aih at th« age 
of sixty, and Abul Abbas, his chief opponcintjj 
WiU acknowledged caliph in his stead*- 
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CHAP. V. 



Empire qf the^ Arabs continued under the CaUpfa 
of the Famitj/^ of Ai Abbas, 

WHEN Abul Abbas Al Safl^h came - p 
lo the throne, he exercised the -' * 
most shocking cruelties upon the mem- 
bers of the house of Ommiyah ; but, notwithsland* 
ing, one escaped, whose descendant assumed the 
title of Caliph in Spain. Though on most other 
occasions, this caliph was considered as mild and 
humane, yet he shewed no pity to those whose' 
pretensions to the throne interfered with his own. 
When he had freed himself from all his competi- 
tors, and was as he thought, on the point of 
enjoying uninterrupted happiness, he died of the 
small-pox, after a reign of nearly five years. He 
had a tender regard for the family of Mohaiii* 
med, and was jeckoned a prince of pious sen- 
timents. 

Upon the death of Al SafTah, his bro- ^ j^ 
ther, A I Mansur, was proclaimed caliph, u* * 
The most celebrated events of his reign 
are his expedition against the Turks, whom he 
drove out of Armenia, and the conquest of Ci- 
licia and Cappadpcia ; but he lost his influertce in 
Spain, where Abdulraahman rendered himself as 
famous by the magnificent edifices, as Al Mansur 
did, in Asia, by the building of Bagdad. 

The spot on which Bagdad stands was a fin© 
verdatit plain, and had nothing uipotv W Wv>^' 
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cell of a ChrisUtn monk, called Bagdad ; and from 
fcim the new city received its name. This fiunous 
capital of the Mohammedan empire was finished 
in the hundred and forty-ninth year of the He- 
gira ; it was then perfectly inclosed by a double 
wall« and flanked with a considerate number of 
towers; the caliph styled his new metropolis 
" the City of Peace," either in allusion to Je- 
rusalem, or becaase« at the time when k was finish- 
ed, all the commotions in his empire had sab^ 
sided, and almost every nation in Asia had sub* 
milted) or was become his tributary, and his sub- 
jects now enjoyed the sweets of peace« without the 
least interruption. 

In the next year, Abu Hani fa, the fc>under of 
the first of the four secU of the Sonnites, died tii 
prison at Bagdad, where he had been confined for 
refusing to be made a judges chusing rather, 
as he said, to be punished by them than by 
God. Being asked why he declioed the office, he 
replied, ** If I speak the truth, I aoi unfit ; but, 
if I tell a lie, a liar is not fit to be a judge." It 
is said he read over the Koran seven thousand 
times, while he was in prison. 

Soon after Al Maiisur had fixed his residence 
at Bagdad, a famous Christian physician was 
brought to court, in order to cure the calipli of a 
T\'ant of appetite and indigestion. The physician^^ 
attended by his pupil, being introduced to the 
caliph, discoursed with him both in Persic and 
Arabic, with the greatest fluency and elegance; 
assuring him, at the same time, that, wiih the 
divine assistance, he could cure him. Tiie ca- 
liph, charmed with his manners, ordered a 
sumptuous and costly vesture to be put upon 
iuio^ assigned him one of the best apartments io 

bii 
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his palace^ and caused him to be treated with 
the greatest respect. The physician having ef- 
fected a cure, Al Mansur asked him one day if 
he was married ? He replied that he had a wife, 
who was extremely infirm, and not able to ris^ 
fiom her seat. Upon this intimation, the caliph 
ordered him a magnificent present, with three 
beautiful Greek girls, which, however, he returned - 
without any hesitation, declaring that it was not 
lawful for a Christian to have more than one wife 
at a time. This declaration excited Al Man- 
sards astonishment ; he dismissed him with un- 
common expressions of esteem, and afterwards 
heaped favors upon him with great profusion. 

Some time after, the physician himself was fa- 
ken extremely ill, and asked the Caliph's permis- 
sion to return home, to see his son and family, 
and to be buried with his brothers, in case it 
should please God to put a period to his da^fs. 
Al Mansur desired him to embrace Mohamme- 
dism, and in that case, promised him a certain 
admission into paradise after his death. To 
this he replied, *' O emperor of the faithful, I 
am determined to go to the place where my an- 
cestors reside in the other world, whether it be 
paradi<ic or hell." This reply excited tl)e ca- 
liph's Jaughter, who thereupon said : *' But since 
yo:i have been with me, I have been free from 
the maladies with which I was before afflicted, 
how, therefore, can I part with you r" The phy- 
mian proml%ed to leave behind him his pupil, 
tnd to this the caliph agreeing, dismissed his 
friend with a magnificent present, and sent an 
eunuch with him, either to conduct him to his 
relations, or in cast: of his death to cor.vey his 
body to them. However, he arrived al l\om^ 

H2 v&^ 
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safe under: the eunuch's conduct; Isa, his pupil, * 
soon after his advancement, began to grow con* 
tentious, and was in the end discharged from the 
caliph's sen'ice, with a severe reproof. 
. 1^ In the 157th year of the Hcjira, a fa- 

* n'-A.' ^^^^ made terrible havoc in every part 

• ' ' of Mesopotamia, which swept away the 
greatest part of the inhabitants in that province, 
while Musa, the caliph's governor, treated die 
Christians with the utmost rigour and severity. 

The following year A I Mansur set out from 
Bagdad, to perform the pilgrimage to Mecca, 
but he was taken so ill on the road that ha 
sent for his son Al Mohdi, who attended him on 
his pilgrimage, to take his final leave of him. "I 
advise you," said he, " to conduct yourself to- 
wards your relatives in public, with the utmost 
attention, because it will reflect honour and fame 
on yourself. Increase the number of your freed 
•inen, and treat them with kindness, as they will 
be of great service to you, in time of adversity. 
Enlarge not that part of your capital erected on 
the eastern parts of the Tigris, as you will never 
be able to finish it. Never permit your wo- 
men to interfere in siate affairs, These are 
my last commands ; but, alas ! I believe you will 
not attend to them ! they contain ray dying wishes : 
and to God I recommend you." Then he 
took his leave of him, while they were both drown- 
ed in tears. Al Mansur continued his journey, 
though he grew worse and worse, till lie expired 
in his 64th year. He was carried to Mcc ca, where, 
after an hundred graves had been dug, ^ that Jiis. 
sepulchre might be concealed, he was interred. 
A. D. Al Mansur had made a very splendid 
775. pilgrimage to Mecca, but Al Mohdi's vi,- 
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Sit to that city ' was accompanied with ^verj 
relinement of luxurious delicacy. The camels 
were loaded With snow^ not only sufficient for 
the reireshment of the party through the burn- 
ing deserts of Arabia^ but to preserve the fruits 
be had carried with him» and to cool his liquors, 
during his residence at Mecca ; the greater part 
of whose inhabitants were strangers to snow. 
An Arab presented him with one of ,Moham« 
lned*s slippers, which he .graciously received^ 
•* 1 do not believe,** said he to his courtiers, 
" that the prophet ever saw the slipper, but had 
I refused to. accept it, the people would have 
thought I ^espised it, and have been offended.** 
He distribrited considerable sums in the temple 
in alms ; he restored what his father had extort- 
ed from his subjects; released a great number 
of prisoners, and attended to the duties of his 
station with considerable diligence and applica- 
tion. Having one day, by way of reprimand, 
said to an officer, '•'How long will you be guilty 
of these fauli.'? ?" To which the other replied, 
** As long as it shall please God. to preserve your 
life for our good, so long shall we commit faults^ 
and }0iir clemency will pardon them.'* 

During this rei^n, a man nataed AI Mokanna 
set up for a prophet ; he was extremely deformed, 
and had lost an eye. To conceal this last 
defect, he constantly wore a veil, vyhich he said 
was to prevent those who looked at him, from 
being dazzled by the splendor of his counte- 
naDce. He was a juggler as well- as a propiiet, 
and,'araon^ his other tricks, he caused the ap- 
pearance of a moon to rise every night from tlie 
bottom of a well, which gained hUw the appel- 
laliou 9f the moon-f/uder. He «kVVaLV;\vt^ V>> Vvv^- 

H 3 ^^"^ 
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self 60 Idrge a number of disciples, that Al 
Mohdi was at length obh'ged to send an army 
against them. Mokanna, finding himself shut 
aip in a citadel, without hope of relief, poisoned 
bis associates, burnt their remains, ^nd threw; 
himself into the fire. His prose!)' tes, however, 
did not despair; for he promised that his. soul 
should transmigrate into the body of a grey- 
headed old man, when he would return, and 
^ in^e them masters of the whole earth. "* 

, Al Mohdi persecuted with unceasing rancour 
all sectaries and heretics. In his' reign an apo- 
thecary, named Isa, set up for a physidian. One 
of his favourite wives, being indisposed,* sent a 
female slave to consult him on her behalf, but 
without mentioning her name. Tlie sl^ve pre- 
sented the urine, saying, it was that of a poor 
woman, who stood greatly in need of his.assist- 
ance. , " A poor woman," said he, '* no, this 
came from an illustrious princess, who is with 
cliild of a king." The slave reported this de- 
claration to her mistress, who sent a magnifi- 
cent present to the physician, with promises of 
a still greater, should his prediction prove true. 
The princess was brought to bed of a son, when 
she communicated the whole affair to the ca- 
liph, who was so well pleased . wiili . it, that 
he sent for the physician, and heaped upon him 
m&ny favors. 

Al Mohdi is represented by Arab writers as a 
religious and devout prince ; he w^as extremely 
beloved by his subjects on account of his im- 
partial administration of justice, and tlie aversion 
he always discovered to the effusion of human 
hlood. Being once at the mosque al Cufa, and 
at tlie point of begipning public prayers^ one of 
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tke lowest of the people said to him, '<T have not 
Jit performed the ablution, and yei I woulr| 
join with you in the public prayers :" upon tliis 
the caliph stopped in the middle of the moscjue, 
'«! till the Arab had washed and purified himself 
in a proper manner. Being one day engaged 
in a hunting match^ and pressed with hunger 
ami thirst, he betook himself to an Arab's tent, 
in order te meet with some refreshment. The 
poor man brought out his coarse, brown bread 
9nd a pot of milk to the caliph, and then 
fetched him a jug of wine. Al Mohdi, having 
drank a good draught, asked the Arab if he ^ 
knew him ? " No," said the host : *' I am one 
of the principal noblemen of the caliph's court." 
He then drank a second draught, and repealed 
the same question, *' Do you know me ?" — ** You 
have just now informed me," answered the 
Arab.. Al Mohdi replied, "I am a much 
greater person than I made you believe." At 
a third draught he avowed himself to be the 
caliph ; upon which the Arab carried off the 
pitcher, and would not sufler him to drink any 
more wine. Al Mohdi, surprised at his beha- 
viour, asked him why he] took away his wine ? 
The Arab replied, •* Because I am afraid that^ 
if you take a fourth draught, you will tell me 
you are the prophet Mohaunned ; and if, by 
chance, a fifth, that you are God Almighty 
himself." This gentle rebuke so pleased the 
caliph, that he could not forbear laughing, and, 
being soon rejoined by his people, he ordered a 
purse of silver and a fine vest to be given the 
poor man, who had entertained him in so hos- 
pitable a manner. The* Arab, in a transport of 
joy for the good fortune he had met with, ex? 

cl;iiiu<^d^ 
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claimed^ ''I shall henceforlb take you (or wliai^ 
you pretend to be, even though you should ^ 
make yourself two or three limes more con- 
siderable than you have ^one/' 

Al Alohdi^' death was. occasioned by a mis- 
take ; one of* his wives, being jealous of his iayo* 
Yite, gave her a poisoned pear, which she thought 
worthy the caliph's acceptance^ and presented 
it to him, without suspecting its pernicious qua- 
h'ty. The emperor had scarcely eaten it, be- 
fore he was; attacked with excruciating pains^ and, 
shortly after, expired. 
* j^ He was succeeded by his son Musa, 

' - * who, after his father's example, perse- 
cuted the sectaries, ^d did not even spare 
those of hi;; own family. " Pilgrimages, ablu- 
tions, and prostrations, were turned by them 
into ridicule ; for. which reason the caliphs were 
more punctual in the <)bservance of their se- 
veral duties than belbre. 

in the 170th year of the Hegira, Musa, finding 
Kimself firmly settled upon the thpone, [form- 
ed a design to exclude his brother, Al Rashid, 
from the succession, with a view of advancing 
his own son ; but Ydhy^, a person of great reputa- 
tion, and who filled the important office, of 
visir, endeavoured to persuade him from carry- 
ing such a design into execution. The caliph 
pretended to be convinced by his reasoning ; 
while, at the same lime, he gave private or- 
ders to Harthama to kill both his brother and the 
visir. For tliat purpose he kept him one night 
concealed in his palace, but, about midnight, 
Harthamah heard the voice of the caliph's mo- 
ther calling him, and bidding him come and be- 
kold Musa dead upon hh bed. That prince was 

sai4 
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wd-^o have died suddenly of a fit of cough- 
ing. He was buried near the spot in which he 
died, and bis brother, Al Rashid, performed 
the funeral service over him, and succeeded to 
the throne. 

Yahya, being informed of Musa's death, ^ •^ 
came immediately to Al Rashid to ac-' J^, * 
quaint him with the news, and before his ^' 
departure, another of the caliph's friends arrived 
to congratulate him upon ihe birih of a son ; 
so that the same night was remarkable for the 
death of one caliph, the accession of another, 
and the birth of a third. 

Al Rashid appointed his son, Al Arain, his 
successor in the empire, and, after him, settled 
the right of succession upon Al Mamun. Tiie 
next year, the Arabs made an irruption into ths 
territories of the Greek emperor, and defeated 
Che Christian army sent by that, prince to oppose 
them. Diogenes, an imperial officer of great 
merit and bravery, together with several other 
commanders, and a vast number of soldiers^ 
perished in the action. In the following year, 
the caliph sent Al Hashemi into Egypt, to pre*- 
side over the government of that country. About 
the same time, Saafar being taken extremely ill, 
the caliph sent his own piiysician to attend him, 
who having wrought a cure, Jaafar cho<;e the 
doctor's son, Gabriel, for his own physician. 
Soon after Gabriel cured the caliph's favourite 
Sultana, in a very singular manner. She had 
suddenly lost the use of her hand, and every 
renMjdy was triecl to remove the infiriuity, wilh^ 
out effect. Gabriel, who was already in high 
repute for dilHcuIt cases, was applied to. He 
feqtiested the cali[ih to desire the lady to attend 

his 
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his levee, which being done, he approached her, 
a^d began^ before tite whole circuit of coui^ 
tiers, to take off her clothes. This freedom 
threw her into such confusion, that she made 
a violent effort, with her whole force, to prevent 
him, and seized upon her garment with the part 
af!ected. Upon which, turning to the sovetsign^ 
he exclaimed, "Emperor of the faithful, she 
is cured !'* which proved to be the case. Al 
Rashid was so pleased with the event that he made 
Gabriel a present of five hundred pieces of mo- 
ney, and ever afterward honoured him with , 
his esteem. ' 

In the course of the 179th year of the Hegira» 
Al Rashid consulted all the principal doctors 
of the law of Bagdad, to know whether he Was 
obliged to undertake a journey on foot to Mecca^ 
in consequence of a vow he had tormerly made* 
That prince being in great distress, and even 
almost overwhelmed with the afflictions h« 
found himself obliged to sustain, in the reign of 
his brother, vowed to perlbrm a pilgrimage to 
Mecca on foot, if it should please God ever to 
deliver him out of those troubles. However, 
after his own elevation to the throne, many of 
his courtiers remonstrated with him, a~ssuring 
him that he was under no obligation le visit the 
Caaba in the manner he proposed ; but the doc- 
tors of the law, bein^ applied to, unanimously 
were of opinion, that his former vow wa* ob- 
ligatory. He set out, therefore, from Bagdad to 
Mecca, went thither, and returned to his capital 
on foot ; a pilgrimage that was never after per- 
fbriped in the same manner, by any future ca- 
liph. We are told, however, that the roads 
through which he passed were covered with rich 

carpUi, 
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carpets^ and a variety of sluffs of very considera- 
ble price. 

In (he 190lh year of the Hegira, Al Rasbid 
marched into the imperial provinces with an 
army of one hundred and thirty-five tliousand 
men. He first ]aid siege to Heraclca, took it, 
and reduced it to ashet ; after which conquest, 
be made himself master of several other towns. 
He then made a descent upon the ishind of Cy- 
prus, the people of which he pillaged and plun- 
dered, in a dreadful manner. This success so 
mtimidated the Greek emperor, that he imme- 
diately sent a tribute, and concluded a peace 
with the caliph, upon the terms he thought fit 
to prescribe ; one of which was, that the city of 
Heraclea should never be rebuilt. The citizens 
of Toledo, at this time, rebelled against the 
western caliph, Al Hakem, in Spain; but that 
prince sent his son, with an army against their 
city, which they entered without the trouble and 
fatigue of a siege, put five thousand of them 
to the sword, and trntirely extinguished the re- 
bellion* 

The next year, the caliph removed his lieu* 
tenant from the government of Khorasan^ and 

{>laced the successor in his stead. The new 
icutenant had no sooner entered upon the go- 
vernment oi (he province assigned him, than he 
sent His predecessor, who had exercised unheard- 
of tyranny, in chains, to Al Rashid. The rebel 
A\ Leith having made a formidable progress in 
the conquest of Khorasan, Al Rashid resolved 
io march against him in person. 

The general rendezvous of his forces was in 
the plains of Rakka, from whence he advanced 
at the head of them to Eagdad. Having sup- 
plied 
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plied His troops with every thing necessary, he^ 
continued his march to the frontiers of Jordan,- 
where he was seized with an illness, which grew 
more violent after he had entered the province.- 
Finding himself unable to pursue his route, he 
resigned the command of the array to his son, 
A\ Mamun; appointed many experienced of- 
ficers to serve under him ; and retired himself 
to Tus, in Khorasan. The caliph saw, in a 
dream, at Rakka, before he doparted from that 
place, a hand over his head full of red earth, 
and, at the same time he heard the voice of a 
person pronouncing these words: "See the earth 
in which A! Kashid is to be buried/' He in- 
stantly asked, "where?** and was answncred by 
the same voice, **atTus.'* This warning great- 
ly discomposing him, he communicated his dream 
to Gabriel, his physician, who assured him that 
it ought to give him no manner of concern, as 
dreams were but the phantoms produced by a 
state of uneasiness, which in this case was occa- 
sioned by his anxiety to extinguish the rebellion ; 
he ought, therefore, to dissipate -his melancholy, 
by pursuing some favourite diversion, that might 
draw his attention another way. The caliph, 
therefore, for this purpose, prepared a magni- 
ficent entertainment for his principal courtiern, 
which continued for several days; he then put 
himself at the head of his troops, where he was 
again attacked by the disorder, which increas- 
ing, at length the prediction, communicated to 
him in his dream, was fulfilled. Just before he 
died, he sent for Gabriel, his physician, ' and 
«aid to him, "Do you remember, Gabriel, my 
dream at Rakka? We are now arrived at Tus, 

th« 
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fhe place^ according to what was prediclerl in 
that druaaij of my intermcnl ; scud one of my 
enniichs to fetch me a handful of earth.'' Tiie 
cunoch soon returned, and brought a Iiandiul 
of red earth, which he presented to the cahph 
with his arm half bare ; at the sight o^ which 
the dying prince exclaimed^ " In trulli this is 
the earthy and the very arm, that 1 saw in my 
dream [" His spiriU taihng him, and his ma- 
lidy increasing, he died three days alter, and was 
boried in the same place, where a stately monu- 
ment was erected to his memory. 

Tlus caliph was a person of great humanity, 
and had distinguished himself by his liberality, 
especially to poets, being excessively fond of 
Arab poetry, and being even capable of writ- 
ing verses himself: he was magnanimous and 
brave, and so devout, that he is said to have 
gone, eight or nine times on pilgrimages to 
Mecca, while he was caliph. He spent a con- 
siderable time every day in prayer, except when 
he was sick, distributed large sums of money 
among the poor, and carried with him one hun- 
dred learned men to Mecca; and when he did 
not go himself thither, he furnished proper accom- 
iaodations for that journey. 

During ihis reign, we are told that there wa^ 
a remarkable solar eclipse at Alexandria, when 
the stars appeared, and the people were so struc k 
with" terror, that they felf down upon their 
knees, and implored the divine protection. ' 

Al Rashid, being one day told that there 
was a fool -at Bagdad, who pretended to bo 
God, sent for him, in order to discover whether 
he was really a fool or an impostor. At his iirst 

Vol. X. I appear- 
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app^rance the caliph said to him, a man 
brought before me some days ago^ who wished! 
to pass for a prophet sent by God : I am- ' 
manded him immediately to be carried to prt* 
j;on ; he was then tried and beheaded. Thd 
fool, having heard these words^ replied, " YOB 
did right ; you acted as became one of my fsM^ 
ful servants ; that wretch never received the gi^ , 
of prophecy from me, nor had he any order pc 
mission on my part/' It appears that accfNid- 
ing to the principles of the Mohammedans, ad 
insane person can say nothing but what » true;, 
since it is God who speaks by him. On the 
contrary, he who pr^ends to be a prophet, 
when he really is not so, is an ipipostor, and 
can utter nothing but lies. The greatest pari 
of the Moslems believe that fpols are agitated 
by the spirit of God ; hence the proverb, 
" Fools and children always speak the troth.** 

This caliph, being once in Egypt, said to hit 
courtiers, ''The king of this country formerly 
boasted himself to be God ; in consequence, 
therefore, of such pride, I will confer the 
government of it on the meanest of my slaves." 

Marching one day at the h«ad of his troopv . 
a woman came to Al Rashid to complain, that 
lome of the soldiers had pillaged her house. 
He immediately replied, " hasf thou not read, 
woman, in the Koran, that pririces, when they . 
passed with their armies through places, de^ 
stroyed Jhem ?" — True," replied the woman;- 
" bat theji it is also said, in the same book, that 
the houses of those princes shall he desolate, for 
the acts of injustice that they commit." This 
bgid fcpartee was so well received by the caliph, 

that 
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ftal lie immediatelj^ ordered her reparatiQi), for 
Ihe damans which she had sustained. 

He took for his instructor in the Moham* 
medan law, the celebrated Doctor Asmai, who, 
nfishtDg to examine things, to the utmost rigour 
oT the law, would frequently have obliged him 
to make a false step, if he had not been on his 
giiard. On such occasions the prince would 
say to him, '* You are more learned than I, but I 
fcave more prudence' than J^ou." The doctor ex* 
celled very greatly in all kinds q^' Arabian lite- 
rature, which so much endeared him to the ca« 
Itpli, that he .thought it an honour to submit to 
Ills instructions ; the scholar was resolved, how- 
ever, to give the first lesson, which was worthy 
of his high rank and capacity : " Listen," says 
Ke, " to the conditions which must serve for the 
i)asis of our mutual good understanding. Ne- 
ver attempt to instruct me in public, nor be in 
liaste to give me your advice in private : wait 
Isll I question you ; answer in a direct and 

Precise manner, without any superfluous words. 
*ake care you do not endeavour to prejudice 
me in fevour of your sentiments, nor expect 
me to pay too great deference to your capacity. 
Use' no prolixity in tlie histories or traditions 
you shall think proper to relate to mc. Should 
jott observe me quitting the path of rectitude, 
gently lead m^ back to it, without any harsh 
expressions. Assist me in the orations I muxst 
make in public; but never adress me in equi- 
vocal terms.'' 

The caliph was succeeded by his son ». ^, 
Al Amin, who being extremely addicted g' 
to drunkenness and gaming, abandoned 
))is government to his prime vi&ir» '\\\v& xcv^w 
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was a very able minister, but, feartng A 
mun's reseiittnent, if, according to tbe s 
sion settled bv his father, he should ever t 
the Mohammedan throne, advised his ma: 
xjxclude him from the succession. The < 
unhappily for himself, followed the cour 
his prime visir, ordered Al Mamun's name 
omitted in the public prayers on Fridays, x 
the discourses made afterwards to the peb 
the Imam, though still iti his lender year 
the presumptive heir to the crown. This 
ment so irritated A I Maraun, that he w 
solved to come to an open rupturo with hi 
ther, in order, if possible, to frustrate his d* 
instead, therefore, of going to Bagdad, 
had been commanded, he cut o"ff all com 
cation between his province and that c 
pretending, that has his father had assigne 
the lieutenancy of the Khorasan, h^ was r 
sible for all the disorders that might h 
there during his absence. He also coine 
ney, and would not. suffer Al Amin'a na 
be impressed upon it ; he also prevailed \ 
person, who had been some time in open 
lion against the caliph, to join him with a I 
troops; by which means he was put ii 
session ot all the vast territory of Kh< 
Here he bore an absolute sway, officiated 
mosque as Imam, and constantly harangu 
people from the pulpit. 

Al Amin, finding that he had missed hi 
and that his brother set him at defiance, d< 
^var against h}m, and sent Isa to- invade 
rasan with an army of sixty thousand men 
fore his departure, Zebeida, Al Amnios t3 
^nd mother-inrlaw to Al Mamun, intreatc 

I 
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general to consider the latter as her ofvn son, or« 
tt least, as the son of Al Rashid ; and if he re- 
iased to obey the caliph's orders, threie days after 
they had been imparted to him, to bring hini in sil- 
ver chains to fiagdad. 

Al Mamun made the necessary dispositions 
bs giving him a proper reception ; he put in 
ZDOtion all the troops he could raise with Ihc ut- 
iiost expedition, and gave the command of ihcm 
to Thaher, one of the greatest generals oi ihe 
a^e, who obliged the caliph to retreat into his ca- 
piUl. 

£ven this sense of immediate danger did not 
fQDse Amin from his accustomed supinencss» 
While the enemy was at the gates of Bagdad, 
and the war engines were hurling their destruc- 
tive weapons and fire on the devoted city, which 
was almost on the point of being taken by storm, 
he was quietly playing at chess with Kutha, iiis 
firetd-man. As long as lie could pass his time 
with tliis Kutha, every other concern was indit^ 
ferent io him. A courier went to announce 
to him the defeat of the army, and deaih of the 
ceneral ; he was then amusing himself with 
nshing. '* Do not spoil my sport," said he, •' lor 
Kutha has caught three large tishes, and I have 
not yet caught one/' The principal inhabitants 
of Bagdad, not thinking themselves obliged to 
brave any farther dangers for such a man, 
igrecad to capitulate, which Amin being secret- 
ly informed of, he determiued to be first, and 
tunendered, in the hope of his life being spar- 
tds but Thaher caused him to be beheaded. 

- The same day that Al Amin was de- . j^ 
Itroyed, the people of Bagdad unani- * * ' 
BQOsIjf proclaimed his brother caliph ; 

1 J ha 
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he found, however, in different parts of the em- 
pire a considerable opposition, bat, hy menns of 
his general Thaher, he triumphed over al! his 
enemies, and ga\/e to that celebrated commander, 
as a rerward for his services, the government ofls- 
pahan, 'to descend to his posterity, . Tliough 
Mamun was not a founder of that city, since bo- 
come the capital of Persia, lie was a considerable 
benefactor to it j he enlarged and adorned it ; and[ 
would have preferred it for his fixed residence, 
had not the popular prejudice been accustomed 
to consider Bagdad as liis chief seat of empire. 

He endeavoured to annihilate every pretence 
for schism, and even to abolish its colours. Tliat* 
which distinguished the Abassides was black: 
Tvlamun attempted to introduce ^reen, the colour 
worn by the house of Ali. This produced dis- 
sensions that nearly ripened into sedition, and 
obliged the caliph to suffer the Persians id re- 
sume the black, which they have continued evci* 
since. His desire of uiuting the different sects 
has injured him in the opinion of rigid Mussul- 
men. They suspect his orthodoxy, and blame 
him for having introduced speculative sciences, 
when they say the Koran ought to suffice all 
true believers. It is not known whether it was 
to diminish the authority of that book^ but be 
commanded the governor of Bagdad to oblige 
the judges and teachers of traditions to insist 
that it is not eternal, but created. Astronomy, 
physic, and all- the sciences, were held in honour, 
during his reign. He invited men of genius to 
his court, loaded them with wealth, and ordered 
their works to be translated. He died at the 
age of forty-nine. Wiicn he was at the point of 
death, his physician, and another person, ap* 

proachei 
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proaclied him, desiring him to make a confession 
of his faith, or to communicate his religious senti- 
ments to the people about him : but, hU speech 
£iiling him, he could only say, *' O thou, who 
never diest, have mercy upon me, now dying !'' 
After this ejaculation, he expired, and was car- 
ried to larsus, where his son and his brother 
buried him in the house oF Khakan, one of his 
Cither's favourite eunuchs. He is said to have 
been the most renowned prince of the house of 
Al Abbas, a race more truilful in heroes than 
any that ever swayed the sceptre among tlie 
Mohammedans. He lavished his favors upon the 
descendants oi Mo})animed, and restored to them 
the territory which formerly belonged to their 
common mothe/-, Fatima ; of which, by the ty- 
ranny of his predecessors, they have been long 
and unjustly deprived. 

Al Motasem, according to the will ^f a -p) 
Al Rashid, was saluted caliph, the same ' 
day on which his brother, Al Mamun, 
dred. Some of the Moslem commander*; at Tar- 
sns were inclined to favor the interest of Al Ab- 
bas, son to the deceased caliph ; but that young 
prince, having himself taken the oath ot alle- 
giance, all the officers of the army, as well as 
those belonging to the court, followed his exam* 
pie. The caliph, very shortly afterward re- 
ceived advice of the great progress made by the 
rebels in Persian Irac, headed by one Babec, 
an enemy both to civil and ecclesiastical govern- 
ment. This Babec'was surnamed Al Horemi, 
it is said, because he instituted a merry religion, 
winch is the signification of the word in Persiar, 
He assumed to himself the character of a pro- 
phet, and gained a great number of.devotees, 

till 



92 EMPrRE OF THE ARABS, 

ti!l at length he became so formidable, that Al 
Motasem was obliged to employ the whole forces 
of the empire againsl him. The general sent to 
reduce Babec, vvas a Turk by birth, who had 
been brought up a slave in the caliph^s court; 
and, having been employed in disciplining the 
Turkish militia, had acquired the reputation of' 
a great captain. As the rebels had made them-* . 
selves masters of some important places^ and 
had become very formidable, he resolved to 
bring them to action, as soon as an opportunity 
offered; which having found, he defeated them 
with a prodigious slaughter, putting no less thaa 
sixty thousand of them to the sword, and driv- 
ing the rest into the imperial territories. He then 
employed much time in rebuilding and fortify-r 
ing the castles that had been demolished by . 
Babe^ troops, in order thereby to put a stop tQ 
the inokrsions of the rebeb. 

About this time, a very severe persecution wa^ 
carried on by the caliph, against all who de- 
nied the creation, of the Koran. Hanbal the 
founder of a sect of Sonniies, refusing to acknow* 
ledge the Koran to be created, was scourged in 
so iruel a maner, that he fainted away, having 
been almost flayed alive, and was afterwards 
imprisoned. The same punishment would have 
been inflicted upon another, had he not escaped 
it by an ingenious evasion, which was of signal 
service to him : he allowed the Koran to have 
been instituted by God, and that every such 
thing was created; though he would not, in dif 
rect terms, admit the conclusion naturally dfda« 
cible from those premises. lu shorty he oonr 
/ceived the Koran to be endued with one of tha 
jE::>seutiaI properties of a created Being/ though 
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lie endeavoured to evade standing to the conse* 
quinces of such a concession. 

In the 227th year of ih^ j^egira, Al Mo^asem 
died^ leaving behind him eight sons, and as many 
daughters. It is remarkable, that he reigned 
eight years, eight monihs, and eight days ; that 
Ike was elevated to the Mohammedan throne in 
the eight^i month of the year ; that he had fought 
eight battles, and possessed eight thousand slaves ; 
£rom these, and other circumstances of the same 
kind, the Arabs wei*e induced to surname him 
-Al Mothamen, that is, the eighth. As the people 
©f Bagdad disturbed his repose by frequent re- 
ToFts^ he took' the resolution to abandon that 
city, and to build another capital. The spot he 
rbqse for this purpose was called Kalul, near 
the city of Sara Manray, in the Arabian ^Irak; 
liere he erected the new city, which he called Sa 
Marra. If credit be due to Arabian wri^s, this 
caliph had thirty thousand piebald horses, about 
iwhose necks he ordered sacks full of earth to 
be hung, which they carried to a place in the 
city, he had marked out for that purpose. It 
there formed a pretty high terrace, on which was 
built a large saloori, from whence he could ob- 
serve every thing that passed through the city. 

Historians celebrate this caliph for his mag- 
nanimity^ and mention one of his actions, which 
appears in ^ very singular light. Being once 
separated from his companions^ he met an old 
man standing by hjs ass, ^which had failed down 
on the ground, in a dirty place, with a load on 
his back. The caliph immediately alighted from 
his own horse, to assist the man in raising up his 
beast ; which having done, t)iough he had spoil- 
ed his own clothes, he made hinr a handsome 
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present He was the first of the caliphs who ad* 
ded the name of God to his own; for he ordered ^ 
himself to be sumamed Billah^ in God, or by the 
grace of God. When the Greeks took and sacd^« 
ed the city of Zabatra, an Arab woman^ of the 
house of Al Abbas, is said to have been takeQ 
prisoner by a horseman, and, the very moment 
she was seized, to have cried out '' Succour me, 
O, Al Motascm !" to "which the horseman re- 
plied, by way of ridicule, " See, here comes Al 
Motasem, on his pied horse, to your assistance.'' 
This adventure being, some time af^er, related 
to the caliph, who was then at a great distance 
from Zabatra, he swore that he would not think 
of any other enterprize, till he had released the 
woman. Accordingly, he marched, at ihe head 
of his forces, to that city, in the midst of winter, 
and attacked the Greeks with such vigour, that 
he entirely defeated them, and thus delivered 
the woman out of the hands of her enemies. 
• 1^ Al Wathec was proclaimed caliph the 
' ' same day his father died, and was also ex« 
posed to many conspiracies, \vhich> probar 
bly, originated in the perseverance with which he 
pursued those who professed the eternity of the 
Koran. This dogma appears to have been a sort 
of rallying point ; if the rebels would make a re. 
cantation of their belief, they obtained the ca« 
]iph*s pardon. He imitated, in almost all things, 
his uncle A I Mamun. He was extremely delight^ 
ed with the study of the sciences, and greatly ca« 
ressed all men of letters ; he was liberal and cha« 
ritable to a great degree, and so far banished 

Eoverty from his dominions, that not a single 
eggar was to be met with, during the last year 
of hi» reign, either at Mecca or Medina. He 
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was irery much attached to astrology ; and hav- 
aDr> in his last illness^ 'conferred with some of 
ttie magi, thev assured him, from the, present 
4|iomenty his reign should be continued fifty 
years; but he did not live above ten days af« 
ter the prediction. At Ms death, the prisons 
were full of persons of the first quality in the 
empire. He died at the age of thirty-two, of the 
dropsy, caused, it is thought, by the stimula« 
ting potions which he had taken to incite and 
kindle his passions. 

AiWathec'sdeath was no sooner known, A |^ 
than his brother Al Motawakkel was sa- ' * 
lilted caliph by the people of Samarra, 
and afterwards acknowledged as such, by all the 
provinces of the empire. 

It appears, however, that the noUes balanced 
some time in their choice between Al Mothadi 
his son, and Almotawakkd his brother. They 
at length decided in favour of the latter ; because 
the former ;was too young to perform in the 
quality of Iman the prayers in the mosque, an 
office which belonged exclusively to the caliph. 
This incapacity often inverted the order of the 
succession, and prevented the children from inhe- 
riting the father's throne. 

Mohammed Al-Ziyat, ther late viiir, having 
treated Al Motawakkel ill, during his brother's 
life time, that prince resented ihe injuries he had 
then suffered, soon after he ascended the Moslem 
throne. He accordingly sent him to prison, and 
ordered a person to keep him awake for seve- 
ral days and nights successively. Mohammed be- 
ing aUerwards suffered to take some repose, slept 
a whole day and a night, and when he awoke^ he 
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was thrown into an iron furnace, heated^ re^ bpL 
where he was miserably burnt to death. Thii 
counsellor was endued with great eloquence j 
was exquisitely well versed in Arab grammar 
and poetry : but he was haughty, weak, vain, 
glorious, and entirely void of compassion. He 
iiever did any person a good office, frequently 
saying, that pity was a natural weakness, ana 
liberality folly. 

This prince divided his empire between' his 
three sons, who were appointed his successors,' 
To each of them he gave a black and white ban- 
ner ; the former was to distinguish tliem as 
heir^-apparent to the, crown; and the latter as 
their father's vicegerents, who had the govern- 
ment of the empire divided among them. 

Al Motawakkel, about this time, commanded 
all the Christians and Jews to vwear a leathern 
girdle, called, by the Arabs, Zonai, and a soft 
of badge on their cloaths, in order to distinguish 
ihem frorti the Mussulmen. He likewise forbade 
tlxem to make use of iron stirrups, and com- 
manded them to. paint the figures of devils, or 
else of hogs and ape^, on the doors of their 
houses ; a disgrace which was occasioned hy the 
imprudent conduct of the caliph*s physician, a 
Clirislian, who had incurred his master's dis- 
pleasure*. About this time, Fcraj, a famous im-. 
postor, pretending to be Moses b'"ought to 
life again,' performed his part so well, that se* 
veral people believed hjm, and atteniied him 
when he was brought before the caliph. That 
prince having been a witness to his extravagdnt 
discourses, condemned him to receive ten blows 
frobs one of his folloM''ers, and then to be put t(> 

death; 
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calh; whid) sentence was accordingly executed, 
nd his disciples were imprisoned, till they rcco- 
I'cred from their infatuation. . 

In the course o^' the next year, the caliph, who 
ipenly declared himself an enemy to the house 
of AH, forbade his subjects, und<T ti.e severest 
penalties to go on pilgrimage to the tomb of 
ihat Iman. He afterwards ordered the sepulchre 
of Hosein to be entirely rased ; and, in order the 
more effectually to efface all traces of it, he was 
resolved not to content himself with ploughing 
or breaking up the ground on which it stood, 
Ikit likewise to draw a canal of water over it. 
At this period of Arabian history, many cities in 
the western provinces suffered severely fiom 
earthquakes, by which, numbers of houses were 
overturned. At Antioch, one thousand five hun- 
dred houses, and above ninety towers, belonging 
to the wall that surrounded the city, are said to 
have been destroyed ; which calamity, together 
^ilh the frijjhtful and unaccountable noises, so 
terrified the inhabitants, that they fled for safety ' 
into the adjacent fields ; but great multitudes of 
the people were destroyed by these concussions. 
The springs at Mecca failed this year to such a 
degree, that the celebrated well or fountain in 
that city was alm(Kt dried up. A river also, not 
far distant from Mount Al Akra, disappeared 
again the same year, in which that mountain 
^vas absorbed, and was never afterwards seen. 
About the same time, the caliph, being informed 
•hat the mlometer was fallen to decay, sent a geo- 
metrician from Irak to Kgypt, to erect a new pil- 
lar, which being done, it was called the new ni- 
lometcr: and the oihcr ti-at had fallen to decav, 
vvas never after warui used. 

VoL.X. K -In 
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In the 247 th year of the Hegira, the cal!|$ 
AI Motawakkel was assassinated, in the following 
manner: Ahhough he had been some time il^ 
and unable to attend his duty at the mosqiie^ be 
was persuaded to go tliither and shew himself (• 
the people, to prevent all commotions that might 
be excited by his indisposition, which, at that time, 
was publicly known. He therefore mounted hit 
horse> and went directly to the mosque, where be 
performed the usual services. Upon his returi^ 
suspecting some secret ill designs of Al Montaser, 
his son, notwithstanding all his endeavours to ex- 
tirpate them, he ordered him to appear, and re- 
proached him and his mother with the cabals in 
which they had been engaged, and threatened to 
make them bpth feel the effects of his resentment. 
This rebuke so incensed Al Montaser, that he re- 
solved upon his fatlrer's destruction, and engaged 
certain Turks who were dissatisfied with the ca- 
liph's conduct, and some of his domestics, to asusl 
him in the parrickle. Being stationed for that pur- 
pose, they fell upon him while he was at table, 
and stabbed him. During the confusion, and 
his efforCs to defend himself, Patah, one of hii 
favorites, tr}ing to save him, exclaimed, with 
all. his might, '' O Motawakkel, I will not 
survive thee ;'* while his buffoon, at a little dis- 
tance, was screaming, to the full as loud, " I 
hope to live when you are no more.'' The wishes 
of both were gratified. 

This prince is said to have been a lover ol 
learnings but his memory roust be held by the 
Arabs in detestation : because he was the firsl 
of their emperors- who, to the pain of death, ad- 
ded the refinement of torture. At one time, when 
at table with his friends, a lion, by his order, was 
let louse into the apartments, to throw them into a 

slati 
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" ieitor ; at a aAother^ he would cause ser- 
o be ilunz under the table, and pots full 
pions to be broken, without any person 
permitted to change his place : and he 
by means of an electuary^ those who had 
itien or stung. The apprehension of these 
ous diversious prevented several men of 

firom fixing at his court, though his invi-< 
to tliem were accompanied with the most 

promisei. His treatment of Honain, a 
in physician, was, of itself, sufficient to 
:bem unwilling to attend. To convince 
' whether he might confide in this person^ 
iph commanded him to prepare a mortal 
for one of his enemies, so subtle in its ef« 
lat his dissolution might appe«ir perfectly 
. Honain rejected this proposal with hor* 
rhe emperor insisted, intreated, and con- 
im in prison a year. At the expiration of 
iTiod, he was again brought into the ca- 
'>resence, who renewed his solicitations and 
The physician continued firm. "Whnt 
spire you with this resolution/' said the 
)r, "when you see death before your eyes ?'* 

things," replied Honain ; '* my religion 
' profession ; the first teaches me to do good 
enemies, and to do no hurt to my firiends: 
:ttnd has been established lor the ndvan- 
'' the' human race; and when I embraced 
ook a solemn oath never to be roncerned 
reparation of a hurtful or mortal nature, 
aliph rejoiced, and gave him his entire 
nee; but a favour, bought with a year's 
•nment, was not Hkely to tempt the learn- 
lom his munificence might otherwise have 
d to him, Motawakkers reign, which 

K ? ^vas 
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was of fourteen years duration, is remarkable for 
every species of scourges which desolated the 
empire : — wars, rebellion, famine, persecutions, 
dreadful hurricanes, and violent earthquakes;- 
hence it was called the r«ign of prodigies. 
. j^ The same night on winch Al Mola- 
wakkel was massacred, his son Montasrf 
was saluted emperor. His first act was ■ 
to read a declaration, eSRrniing that he had. no 
hand in his father's death.; that it ought to be 
imputed to bis favourite Fatah, whom he had or- 
dered to be cut to pieces, for being guilty of so 
atrocious a crime. Notwithstanding, however, 
his professions on this head, the parricide's re-r 
morse bore evidence to his crime. He dragge4 
on a shori and haled existence, pursued by de-: 
spair and the avenging furies. Soon after his ele- 
vation he thought he saw hjs father in a dream, 
who addressed hire in the following words: 
" Monlaser, thou hast killed me ! thou hast 
oppressed me; thou hast deprived me of the 
caliphate, which thou shalt in a short time 
leave, and then be cast into eternal fire." He 
immediately awaked in the utmost terror, and 
made his palace resound with his lamentations. 
He sought to annihilate every object which could 
remind iiim oF this execrable deed. He demo- 
lished his father's palace, and quilted, the city 
where the deed had been perpetrated ; but he 
could not escape from his own tho'ights ; every 
object that he saw reminded him of his guilt. 
Montaser was one day admiring a beautilal 
painting of a man on horse back, with a diacloni 
encirchi^.g his head, and a Persian ir.scriplion : 
be deniaiuled the explanation ; it was this :^— 
'**l am Shiunyeh, the son of Kosru, who mur- 
dered 
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dered ray father, and possessed the crown onlj 
six months." He turned pale, as if struck by a 
sentence of death. His dreams now presented 
themselves to his afirighted imagination ; the 
ghastly shade of his father seemed to stand be- 
fore his e^es, calling him, with looks of terror 
and indignation, to the tomb. Thither he de- 
scended at the age of twenty^five, It is sus« 
pected that his end was hastened! by poison, ad:* 
ministered to him by the accomplices of his crime^ 
i|'ho dreaded the isfTects of his repentance. 

During Ihis reign, an Arab, who dwelt in the 
neighbourhood of Mecca, held assemblies at' his 
house for the most unlawful and indecorous puf« 
pos^^ in order lo debauch the youth of both* 
sexes, whom he suffered to mix together pro- 
miscuously, ip direct opposition to the Moham- 
medan laws. This man was brought before the 
judge at Mecca, who after reproaching him fof 
his unparalleled guilt, began to draw up his pro- 
cess, not doubting of the truth of the fact, which 
was become notorious to all the people of (he 
territory of Mecca. But as none of his accom- 
plices would appear against him, the judge 
found himself greatly embarrassed, for want of 
evidence* . However, at last he devised an ex- 
pedient whiclT he tht)ught would in^libly conr 
vict him ; and that was, to try whether any of 
those public beasts, made use of by the people 
who set out every day from one particular placef 
Tvould, of themselves, find the way to his bouse. 
The experiment was made on some asses, which 
went directly to the spot inhabited by the Arao^ 
though this was, of itself, extremely difficult to 
be oiscovered. The judge having now, as he 
ihiagined^ full proof of his guilty s^xvt fox \3Mi 

K3 . »«>• 
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executioner to chastise him, who imrnediatelv 
' appeared with his instruments of torture in his 
hand. The Arab, who bethought himself of a 
device to avoid the threatened punishment, turn- 
ing to the judge, said, ** V^'hen you have flayed 
me ahve with your whips, you will have punish- 
ed only one guilty person ; but, by such an action, 
you will reflect an eternal ignominy upon ihe 
■whole Arab nation ; for it wiil be said of them 
hereafter, that, when Xhb evidence of men could 
not be produced, they admitted that of asses.*' 
The company were so pleased with the humour 
of the nian, that he was pardoned and dismissed. 
The day after Al Montaser's death, those "who 
had been concerned in the murder of his father 
assembled, and determined never to vest with the 
imperial dignity any of that prince's sOns, lest 
. y. they should be called to account for their 
former villainy. They, therefore, unani- 
mously elevated to the throne Al Mostain. 
The friends of Al Motazz, the regal successor, as- 
sembled, and ma^e an attempt to place him on 
the throne ; upon this a severe conflict ensued, 
but Al Motazz's friends were defeated, and for 
Ihe most part cut to pieces. In the course of ihe 
following year, a rebellion was excited at Bag- 
dad by the Turkish troops, in the caliph's service. 
The populace assembled in great numbers, burnt 
one of the bridges over the Tigris, and demolish- 
ed the other, opened ail the prisons in that city, 
pillaged the houses of. the wealthiest inhabitants, 
and. distributed the money that fell into their 
hands among the forces posted for the defence 
of the frontiers, at a considerable distance from 
tfhe town. But this rebellion, as well as others, 
at Cufa^ were in the end suppressed. 
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Yezlcl, another chief «!' the lionsc of All, rebel- 
led against the caliph, and seized upon the pr(.>- 
vince of Tabrestan; of which Jie remained master 
nineteen years ; an3 then left it to iiis brother Ka- 
sew, who kept possession of it eighteen ^^ears 
without any molestation froip the cali))hs. 

In the year of Hegira2jl, the Turks who 
had made themselves masters of all the forces of 
the empire, were divided into two powerful fac- 
tions. Bager one of their leaders, having had 
some dispute wiih VVasif, another of Ihem, apj)li- 
^d tp tiie caliph for justice, who was so far trom 
complying with his request, that he openly fa- 
voured his' antagonist. This partiality so exas- 
perated Ba^cr, that he assembled liis friends with 
a resolution to assassinate Wasif, and depose the 
caliph, in (»rder to elevate another who should be 
more favourable to their vievv.s: but this conspi- 
racy being discovered, Ra^er was arrested, whicli 
was considered as a signal for the Turks, who 
immediately took up arms, under the pretext of 
delivering their general. Willi tjie hope of put- 
ting an end to this mutiny, the caliph executed . 
Bager, which however, so far from appeasing 
the Turk<, rendered them more furious. In this 
cfxtremity, Al Mostuin tied to Bagdad. The 
Turks ot their own authority deposed him, and 
placed Al Motazz on tlie throne. This year tiie 
Christians worsted the Mussulmen in an action 
by sea off Syracuse, and took four of their ships. 

Al Motazz, having taken the place of . y^ 
their late caliph, conlinued to govern in ' * 
his stead : when he was fixed upon the 
throne, without any danger of a competitor, he 
called his brother Al Mowaiad to the succession ; 
though, upon bare suspicion only, he afterwards 

2 deprived 
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deprived him of his right, and sent him to prison« 
He acted in the same way with regard to Al Moa- 
affek, another of his brothers, who soon after fell 
into disgrace. The news of Al Mowaiad's con- 
finement no sooner transpiredj^ than the whcle 
body of the Turkish troops began to be in 
motion, and publicly declared that they would re- 
lease him. This commotion so excited the pa- 
Itph's jealousy, that he ordered him to be mur- 
dered privately, but in such a manner, that no 
marks of violence could be discovered upon him 5 
so that when the body was expoged to the view 
of the judges, doctors of tlie law, nobility apd 
Turkish officers, they unanimously agreed, that 
this prince died a natural death. Ahmed, a 
third i>rother, who was greatly beloved by the 
people, was suffered to live iti obscurity at 

Bagdad* 

Motazz sowed dissensions among the o(Hcers, 
caused them to be punisHers of each other, for 
conspiring against the power which it was the^ 
duty to protect. The chjef part of the captsiins 
fell victims to the disputes he had occasioned. 
The emperor imagined he should be able to con-i 
froul the rest by his own guard ; but these were 
^ut to pieces by the Turks, who obliged thq 
caliph to abdicate his throne, and then starved hini 
ip death. This prince, who reigned but about 
three or fpur years, and who died at the age 
of twenty*two, was so attached to pleasure, that 
he intirdy neglected the government of his ex^^ 
tensive empire ; and frequently acted beneath the 
dignity of his station. The patriarch Sanitius, 
during this reign, converted several unbelievers, 
who denied the. reality of Christ's sufferings. 
The saine Sanitius w^s at the expence pf making 
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several subterranean . aqueducts ; by ftieans of 
whichj tlie city of Alexandria was plentifully 
supplied with excellent water. 

Upt>n the deposition of Al Motazz^ who was 
obliged by the Turkish troops, to declare him- 
self unequal to the government of the Mo- * j^ 
haramedan empire, Al .Mohtadi was sa- * * 
luted caliph ; and all the people of the 
metropolis took the oath ^ of allegiance to hjni; 
This prince has .been represented by Mohamme- 
3an writers as a great lover of justice, which he 

* distributed daily' in person to all his subjects* 
He prohibited the use of wine, as well as gaming 
of all kinds, so expressly forbidden by the Koran; • 
and ban i^ied' from the court all singers, sooth- 

. sayers, jesters, ahj^^ bufTobhs. He sent away the 
lions and hounds iWdt had been kept by his pre- 
decessors. In oi-der to* i ingratiate himself with 
"the people, he lessened, the taxes ; regulated the! 
finances: inspected the conduct of the judges 
as well as the public accbunts ;' and set apart two - 
days every >y,^ek for hearing and redressing the ; 
grievances of His subjects.' The people were an*-' 
licipating their future happiness, under the con- 
duct of such a sovereign, when the Turkish ' 
guard, whose licentiousness he tded to restrain, 
conspired against him : they insolently preferred 
their ujiju^t commands, to which he refused 
compliance: they proceeded to threats.; but he 
remained steady in his resoluLion, and in con- 
l^cquence of it lost his life. 

Al Moiawakkel, one of the former ca- . -p. 
liphs, had left two sons, the eldest of „' * 
whon, A I Mutamed, was elected to sue- ' 
cccd Al MciaJi; he was naturally indolent, ig- 
ripraiit of slate aii'airs, and wholly addvcl^id ta 



106 EMPIRE OF THE ARABS, 

repose and pleasures he had, however^ the good 
sense to place an entire confidence in his brother, 
vrho was active, vigilant, and courageous ; equal- 
ly capable of governing in peace and in war. 
To him was left the administration of all 'affairs, 
bbth civil and military ; therefore, every action of 
Al Motamed's reign ought to be ascribed to Al 
Mowaflfek. He never laid down his arms du» 
xing bis government. 

Al Habib, prince of Zenjiatis, made incursions 
almost to the very gates of Bagdad, doin^ irrepa^ 
rable daroagCj, wherevef he moved. The ca« 
Cph sent a very considerable army agaipU him, 
Ibut the 2^ajians defeated him witn a Very great 
slaughter ; made himself master of twenty-four of 
the caliph's larj^est ships in the bay of Basra, put 
an incredible numbcar of inhabitants of Obolla 
to the sword, and seized upoi^ the town, which he 
reduced to ashes.'From tb^m he marched to Aba* 
dan, which likewise surrend«U^ to him. His ar- 
my being now increased to erght;y thousand strong, 
the greatest part of the citizens of Basra* aban- 
idoned the place ; a circumstance which struck 
with lerrbr all the inhabitants of the adjacent teN 
ritories, and e\cen the court of the caliph itself. 

Al Habib continued his war with the greatest 
success for several succeeding years ; but in the 
269th year of the Hegira» Al MowafTek attacked 
Al Habib with unparelleled bravery, and would 
have entirely defeated him, had he not been 
wounded in the breast by an arrow, which obliged 
him to retire from the heat of action. As soon, 
however, as he was cured of his wound, he ad» 
vanced against Al iMabiya; made himself mas- 
ter of that metropolis ; destroyed the walls that 
bad been raised by the Zenjian prince ; put many 
. • ' - qf 
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of the inhabitants to the sword, and carried a 
great number away into captivity. 

The next year Al Mowaffek demolished Al 
Habib's palac^, and seized upon his family ; but 
the rebel and usurper, who bad made such havoc 
in the Moslem Empire himself, found meant 
to escape. However, Al Mowaffek pursued 
him ; entirely defeated his shattered forces, which 
he had rallied, and took Al Habib himself* whom 
he ordered to be decapitated. His bead was car« 
ried Upon a lance through a great part of the 
region, the repose of which he had to long dis« 
turbed ; after which it was sent to Bagdad, where 
it was first exposed to public view, and then 
fixed upon one of the gates of the city. B/ 
this last victory^ which was compleat, Al Mo* 
ivaffek sCcquired the glorious title of the Pro- 
tector of Islam, or Mohammedism. , 

The same year died Ebn Tolun, in Egypt, 
who had long wagk^d war against the calipht 
and whom, two years before, Al Mowaffek had 
caused to be pubiidy cursed' in all the mosques 
of Bagdad and Irak. It has been observed that, 
when Tolun was at the point of death, he lifted 
up his hands to heaven, and said, " O Lord, 
forgive thy servant, whose load of guilt is too 
great for him to comprehend ; and shew thyself 
merciful to him at the time of his death." He 
is said to have left; behind him thirty-three sons» 
one of whom, named Khamarawiyah, succeeded 
him in the dynasty he had founded. He was 
esteemed a strict observer of justice ; charitable 
to the poor : and a liberal patron to men of 
science. He distributed every month, amongst 
the ecclesiastics, one thousand dinars, and spent 
the same sum in his kiichen^ evet^ ^^^* W \^ ^!^ 
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verted, that, during the time he .presided over 
ILgypt, he sent to Bagdad, to be distrihiiled 
among men of learning and probity, and like- 
wise tor the poor and the sick, more than two 
millions of dinars. He left in (he treasury, at 
his death immense sums of money'; his servants 
and slaves amounted to seven thousand ; his 
liorses to the. same number, besides eight thou- 
sand camels anjj mules, and three hundred vvar 
horses. He is reported,, however, notwithstand- 
ing all hrs good qualities, to have been extremely 
cruel, and guilty of a great efTusion of human 
.blood, having citlier put to death or starved, 
at least, eighteen thousand persons. ' 
' In the 271st year of the Hegira, a sharp and 
bloody engagement took place between the ca- 
liph's forces, commanded by A\ AIowafTek's son, 
and those of Khamarawiyah, who made an irrup- 
tion into Syria. ,This battle was fought near 
Damascus, in which the caliph's army was com- 
pletely defeated. About (his period died Ah- 
dalrahman, the caliph of Spain. J While he was 
"Walking in his royal gardens a little before his 
death, one of his guardians exclaimed, " What 
fine gardens are these ! hovv beautiful is the pre- 
sent day, and what a delightful wDrld would Oiis 
be, if it were possible to avoid being arresiod, 
by death !" To which the caliph replied, " Thou 
art mistaken in thy last remark, since, had it 
not been for death, I should never have swayed 
the Mohammedan sceptre of Spain.*' 

Al Mowaffek, departed this life at Sarra Manra, 

and was succeeded by his son, Al Motaded, in his 

post of prime minister. He has been greatly ce- 

• iebrateu by Arabian historians, who represent 

Lka as a person of magnanimity, naturally brave 

and 
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and HberaK ' He used to say, " I always beiiold 
my frieilds in the sartie light as my brothers^ and 
would, if it couid be done with sufficient pro- 
priety, confer upon thetfi the same appellation." 

In the following yeac the caliph, Al Mutamed, 
died at Bagdad ; he had eaten and drank to eK- 

'cess the day before, which proved fatal to him. 
This caliph was extremely attached to his plea* 
sures ; was passionitely rond of n^u^ic, and not 
unacquainted with letters. In his reign flourish* 
ed ^ tamous astrologer, named lAlbinnaser, who 
being a man of fine parts, and an excellent 
disposition, artived at a great skill in astrology, 
and wrote several treatises upon that science, hekl 

'in great esteem among the Arabs. The caliph » 
Al Mostain, ordered him to be severely whipped, 
because an unfavourable event, that he had fore- 
told, had actually come to pass. He lived (o 
be above one hundred years of age ; has been 
accu^ of drunkenness, and was generally trou- 
bled with an epileptic disorder at the full moon. 
In the reicn of this caliph, there were found 
in a part of Syria^ seven tombs, every one of 
which contained a body, extremely well pre- 
served, whose shrouds seemed quite new. and 
emitted a \xry great odour. Among these, 
there was one that had belonged to an old man, 
whose visage, and piinicularly the lips, appeared 
as fresh as those of a living person who had just 
drank a ilraiight of water. Near these tombs 
a stone was discovered that greatly resembled 
one of those which are used to sharpen iron in- 
struments upon. This stone exhibited an inscrip- 

' tion drawn up in characters that nobody could 
decypher, ihoiigh the caliph ordered a great 
number of men of 'ail nAlions, secl^, and reli- 
ve l. X. L ^\5»w 
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gions, who lived within the limits of the Moslofld ' 
tmpire, to be assembled for that purpose, 
. ^ The same day that Ai Motamed died 

' • A\ MotaHed, his nephew, was saluted c»- 
' lipb, to the prejudice of his own son. A * 
profound tranquilily prevailed throughout tbe - 
empire, immediately after his succession ; so t^ ] 
there was great plenty of provisions^ andotherne- 
cessaries of all kinds in everj^^ province. 

The same year Eben Tolun sent Abdalfah, bit 
ambassador, witb very valuable presents to the 
Mohammedan cooft, in order to propose a match 
between his own daughter and AI Nioladed's son 
i\li. But the caliph, having probably received 
a flattering account of the ]^oung lady's charmv 
demanded her in marriage ibr himselt To this 
Tolun not only gave his consent, but testified 
iiis approbation of the ambassador's conduct in 
transports of joy. 

About the same time, Hamdan, an Arab emir, 
revolted against the caliph, who raised a con-. 
sidcrable army to reduce him. He advanced 
to Mawsel, at the head of his troops, and, in hi> 
march, defeated a large body of the enemy, kilh* 
ed a great number of them on the spot, and 
drove the rest into the river Zab. From Maw« 
scl he marched to Mariden; and, having pos- 
sessed himself of this fortress, ordered every thing 
in it valuable, to be seized ; then levelled it 
with the ground, and returned with his army to 
Bagdad. In the mean lime, Hamdan retired to 
Hosenia, a large and extremely vif'ell fortified city, 
and defended oy a garrison of ten thousand men, 
which the caliph found means to reduce, and 
to get Hamdan into his hands. 

In the year of the Hegira 284, several won- 
derful 



/ 



VNDEK TBS CAXXPHS. Ill 

lenomena were seen in Egypt. Op 
ursday, a high-way wind arose lowards 
ing, which blew till midnight, when 
ly became so dark, the night having been 
it before, that not ttie faintest traces of 
::t could be discerned. This thick dark<« 
i succeeded by a storm, which thre# 
p-eat number of houses, and did mcre- 
nage ; during this storm, a large quan« 
id sand fell upon people's heads, to their 
Tor and a^toni'^hment ; and the wholo 
seemed to be covered with pillars of fire, 
the approach of the morning, the tem*^ 
some degree, abated, and the heavens 

of a red colour, which they communi'- 
ill terrestrial objects ; this surprising rcfd- 

turned into a yellowish colour, which 
I till noon, and wa.^ succeeded by a 
He cloud that continued for a day and a 
5 face of the heavens was totally ot- 
:he cloud, all that time, absolutely in- 
g the solar rays. 

; course of the year, some a«itrologers 
1 a general inundation, occasioned bv 
course of continual rains ; by whica 
.e country would be laid under water. 

reverse of this predictioti happened.; - 
:onscquence of a long and uninterrupt- 
ght, the waters of the Tigris, and 
ers, were lower than ever had been 
n the memory of man ; insomuch, 
f frequently offered up prayers to 

for rain, in . all the public mosques 

id. The caliph, at this time, excited 

eclion for Ali and his descendants, wish* 

'Q issued an order to curse pubi'vd>f VV\« 

L2 naLm^ 
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p.ame of Moawijerl. on account of the solemn, 
nmlediclion that prince had caused to be published 
against Ali and his family, ^ut he was dis- 
suaded from this step by his yisir, SoIiman« -^ 

During tjie present reign the plague, mado 
j^uch dreadful havoc in Adherbijan, that the liv< 
ing were not sufficient to bury the dead; inso« 
inuch, that ihey were obliged to leave them expo-, 
posed on the highways, in great numbers. About 
the same time, the Greeks made an irruption into 
Kaisam, ravaged it^ and carried ofif fifteen ihoa- 
sand Mussulmen prisoners. 
A rj Al Mothaded died at Bagdad^ after 
' * he had obliged the people to take an oath 
' in favour of his son Al Motassi. Under 
Mothaded, a poor creature, named Karmeta^ 
came from Persia into Arabia; he appeared ta 
lead a very austere life ; said he was inspired^ 
and that God had commanded him to pray fifty, 
times a day. When he had assembled a sufficient 
number of his di.sciples, he chose twelve 8& 
apostles, to instruct the rest, and propagate his 
doctrine. The governor of the province, observ- 
ing the peasantry neglect their labour, threw 
the pretended saint into prison, declaring that 
be should die there. But a maid-servant in the 
gpvernor's house, moved by compassion for th'e 
saint, in the dead of. the night took the keys of 
the prison firom under her master's pillow, set 
the prophet at liberty, and replaced the^ keys. 
The tbllowing day, when he could not be found, 
no doubt remained of his having been freed by 
a divine power ; he shewed himself to some of his 
proselytes at a distance from the place, confirmed 
them in their belief, and asserted that no 
earthly power could hurt him: he was how- 
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ever, ioo prudent to venture the trial, and was 
- no more Heard of. His doctrine was but little 
different from Mohammed's. The Karmatians 
increased prodipiously in a short period. Under 
the mask of devotion^ they practised the most 
f^roinable libertinism. Thej afterwards form- 
ed numerous armies ; laid waste many of the 
finest provinces in Asia ; and became so forini* 
dable, that Al Motaded had need of all his forces, 
to drive them from the centre of liis dominions. 

Al Motaded was no sooner dead than Moktafi, 
bis son, was proclaimed caliph at fiagdad. In 
the same year the Karmatians appeared in several 
parts of his dominions in armies, amounting 
to an hundred thousand men. One of thfm was 
commanded by Hosein, a young man, who joined 
artifice to vstlour ; pretended he ^as descend- 
ed in a .direct line from Mohammed ; and, in 
proof of his assertion, shewed a wart on his face 
Kke that on the face of a prophet. Ilosein de- 
itroyed a great number of towns and villages in 
SiTia ; killed many of the caliph's subjects, car- 
ried others into captivity, and desolated the most 
c^onsidt:rable part of that fine country, with fiie 
Mid sword. Jf the Karmatians, however, were 
languinary and cruel to their foes, they, in their 
turn, experienced a similar treatment. Their 
cbieis, among whom was Hosein, fell into the 
power of Al Moktafi, anil, by his order, expired 
m excruciating tortures. The caliph's armies 
were also numerous, and weU commanded. 
Kgypt and Syria, which had been separated 
from the empire under his predecessors^ wv.re 
reunited to it. In despite of all his precautions^ ei 
caravan going to Mecca wus^ in hii reign, tor 
tl^fe first time, attacked and plundered by the 

L 3 '&&IX£vAi^ 
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Karma lions, who carried off an immense -bopty^ 
and put about twenty thousand pilgritns to thi^ 
(word. But, being surprised in tlie apt of di<v 
viding it, they were compelled to relinquish their 
spoil Zukruna, their chief, was taken prr^ner 
in the action, and died of a contusion he had re? 
ceived, which hurt his brain : n^rertlieless, his- 
body, attended by his wife, domestics, and a 
great number of Karmatian prisoners, was sent 
to Bagdad. Upon their arrival, the body, preceo 
ded by Zakruna's wife, was carried in triumph ^ 
through the principal streets in the ^ity, and all 
the prisoners were put to death. 

A I Moktafi departed thi« liie at Baed^d, aftet 
be had reigned nearly seven years; he left be«r 
bind him immense riches, ^nd a numerous army, 
though he could not re-annex to the empire all - 
the provinces that had been lost by some of hi^ 
predecessors ; besides his land forces^ he possess- 
ed fleets also. Either in person, or by his gene^ 
ralsy he gave frequent battle to the Greeks and- 
Turk<{ ; he rarely slept above four hours ; the re- 
mainder of the night was divided between study 
and (he aflkirs 6f government : he left the financesi 
in an excellent stale, and great armies on fool. 
jAulhors pronounce him good and humane ; an4 
. tliat notwithstanding the wars in which he 
engaged, he lam^p^ed that eflusion of blood j^ 
which necessity had obliged him to cause. 
AT) Al Moktafi was s^ccceded by Moktader, 

' ^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ "^^ quite fourteen years of 
age, and who, on account of his tender 
age, was despised and imposed on. For some 
time the kingdom was harassed by ^ctionsj^ 
one of which placed Ai Mortadi on the 
throne : however, he reigned only twenty* 

1 ipuj^ 
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KT.I fcar hdursj when he made his escape into the 
<^| desert; from whence he was soon drawn anc( 
•^l destroyed. During this state of confusion^ tho 
populace committal great -disorders at Bagdad^ 
till the ring-leaders were taken, and brought to 
condign punishment ; but £bn Hamdan^ though 
the chief author of the revolt, was pardoned^ 
' ^1 9pd raised to the government of Kashah. This 
year, there fell so great a quantity of snow in 
one day at Bagdad, that it was four feet deep 
in every part of the district of that metropolis ; 
a phenomenon which had not been known before^, 
in the memory of man. This was followed by a 
severe firost, during which the cold was so inr 
tcnse^ that it destroyed mo>it of the palm-trees anc{ 
vegitables in the territory of Bagdad. 

Al Moktader was at this time governed by his 
women and eunuchs. 

"i'be Mussulipen under the command of Da- 
mian, the emir of Tyre, and Leo, of Tripoli, 
with a fleet of three hundred ships, committed 
dreadful ravages on the coasts and in the islands 
of the ^gean Sea, and totally defeated the Greek 
enemv, near tlio island of Sanios. Aha Said^^ 
the Karmatian general, made an irruption into 
Yamama, and took-Hajr; and Al Ahsa, in this 
reign, was assassinated by one of his domestics^ 
in II bath. He was succeeded in the command 
of the karmatian forces by his son Said, who. 
immediately afler his election, ordered the flesh of 
|}ie assassin who m^rdered f)is father to be torn 
off with pincers^ till he expired. 

In the 303d year of the Hegira, {^bn Hamdtq 
rebelled against the caliph in Mesopotamia ; 6c-- 
feated an army sent against him^ took all their 
iMfggage |- aud eveu Uij;,eatsned the imperial city 
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ef Bagdad : but he was at -last vanquished 4;^ 
Munes, the eunuch, the "best general Al Mokta- 
•der had, who took him and his son prisoners, 
and conducted him und^r a guard, upon a ca^ 
mel, with oblong caps or turbans upon their 
heads, and vests of hair-cloth upon their bodies, 
through Mawsel io Bagdad, where, immediately 
after their arrival,, they were thrown into prison^ 
This year the Mussulman made an irruption into 
the imperial territories, under the conduct of 
Damian, wl>o was ktlled while he was carrying 
on the siege of Strobelon. 

The SOSth year of the Begira was rendered 
famous by the entire defeat of the Magrebian 
army in Egypt. Munes, having come to a 'reso- 
lution to give* the enemy 'battle, attadced Ka- 
«em*s forces with such bravery, that he over- 
threw them with great slaughter ; he also made 
himself master of their baggage, as well as* of 
all tlic plunder tiiey had acquired. Next year, 
A\ Hallaj was put to death at Bagdad ; \im 
extraordinary person has been considered « 
different lights by the Mohammedans ; some 
of them having revered him as a sorl of divi- 
ciity, and others as a juggler and impostor. We 
are told that ia summer, he could make win- 
der fruits appear beibre^ny nu-raber of spectators^ 
and sumiuer fruits in wmter; that by stretch- 
ing out his hand in the air, he could make dir* 
hems firll upon tlie ground, with inscriptions 
up<m them, " there is one God :" which lie 
called the dirhems of omnipotence ; that he 
knew every particular .tran'^aclion in private* fa- 
milies ; and that he could even penetrate into 
the most secret recesses of men's hearts. A 
pec^uasiiou of such surprising abilities could ii^ 

tail 
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i! &H to j^in him a vast number of disciples and 
! followers among the vulgar ; nor rould even 
leveral doctors of the law tell what to make 
' ofhifD. Some writers inlbrni us, ihat he could 
pass for several days together without (bod, and 
that when he 'broke his fast, he only took three 
niouthfuls of bread and a little water. Ho 
Came from Khorasan into Irak, and from thence 
to Mecca, where he went to live in a cave, wliich 
was always open at top. After his return to 
Bagdad, he was much talked of; many pre- 
tending that the deity resided in him, and some 
even asserted -that he was God himself. The. 
visir. Hamed, having been told that he had 
raised several people from the dead, sent for 
him, in order to interrogate him about his pre- 
tensions. Before him, however, he disclaimed 
^le gift of prophecy, the working of miracles, 
and the residence of the Deity in him ; saying, 
that he was possessed of no extraordinary powers, 
and that he worshipped God like oiher men, 
Hamed was about to dismiits him, when one of 
his books was produced, in which he maintuined, 
that if a Mussulman could not go. in pilj^rimage 
to Mecca, he ought to perform ail the prescribed 
ceremonies in a convenient room devoted to the 
purpose ; to feed and clothe thirty orphans, and 

five each of them seven dirhems ; and thai if 
e acted in this manner^ he would reap all the 
benefits and advantages accruing to Mussulroen, 
from a performance of the usual pilgrimage. 
For this oenevolent and excellent scheme, wor- 
thy of the highest applause, and which vi ill clain\ 
the approbation of all good men who shall ever 
hear ot' the name of Al Hallaj, did the doctors 
of tlie law unanimoMsIy condemn him to death; 
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file decision was confirmed by the caliph, and 
he was executed in ihe following most cruel 
manner ; first, he received a tt^ousand stripes^ 
without even uttering a groan ; then one of h\i 
hands was cut off, then one of his feet ; after- 
wards, the other fool, then the other hand ; and« 
lastly,- the fatal stroke was ^iven liira, which 
put an end to his sufferings. After his exe^ 
cution, his body was burnt, the ashes were thrown 
into the Tigris, and liis head was exposed to pub-> 
fie view, in the market-place of Bagdad. ' 

Abu Thaher intercepted a caravan of pilgrims 
on their return from Mecca to Bagdad, entirely 
defeated it, and cut to pieces the greatest pait 
of the caliph's troops, of which it was composed. 
Most of the people whom they permitted to escape 
died of ihirsi and fatigue, which they were ob!ig« 
«d to sustain in the desert. The Karmatian ge- 
neral, who was at tiiis time not more than nine- 
teen years of age, is said to have made more 
than two thousand prisoners, and to have ac- 
quired a booty of orie miihon of dinars in mo- 
ney, together with all the rich effects and provi- . 
inons of the caravan, worth at least as much 
more. He sent an ambassador to Bagdad, to 
treat with Al Moklader, which^ however, wai 
refused. At)Out this time, an insurrection hap- 
pened at Damascus, whercffn the Mussulmen de- 
molished ibe large and beautiful church of Saint 
Mary, and carried off .all the sacred ves$pl$, of 
almost inestimable value. 

In the 3 1 5th year of the Hegira, Abu Thaheo 
!lie Karmaiian general, overthrew the caliph^s 
forces, with very great slaughter. He also pos- 
sessed himself of the city of Cufa^ and even 
threatened fiagdad; the inhabitants of whldi 

were 
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were strack with the utmost consternation. 
<3^' However, Al Moklader rai^^cd a body of ten 
thousand horse, which he sent to act against the 
Kannatians ; but the geueral who commanded 
them, not having been able to bring the enemy 
to. battle, returned, after the conclusion of i\)e 
campaign, to Bagdad, without having effecU*d 
any thing considerable. This inactivity so am- 
nated Abu Thaher, that he advanced, at the 
head of his forces; to Anbar, though lie soon re- 
tired, without having efltcted any thing against 
the place. 

In the following year, he seized upon the town 
pf Rahaba, and put a great number of inha* 
bitants to the sword ; and, very soon after, Al 
Moktader, was constrained to abdicate the throne. 
Munes, his general, who was greatly esteemed 
by the army, having conceived an invincible 
aversion from him, entered the imperial palace, 
and carried away the caliph, with all his rela- 
tions and cliildren, as piisoners to his house. 
Al Kaher was elected in his stead ; but in the 
space of three days, the soldiers, repenting of 
their precipitation, recalled Al Moktader to the 
throne; he seemed to harbour no resentment 
against his brother, though he topk the first 
opportunity of throwing him into prison. In 
his dungeon, he planned his brother's death, the 
circumstances oi' which are very Femarkable. 
Al Moktader was a great lover of horse-racing. 
Al Kaher gained over an African, who was an 
excellent horseman, to present himself as such to 
his brother. He acquitted himself with so much 
dexterity and gracefulness, that the caliph made 
him recommence several times, and ordered his 
guard to retire some distance, that he might have 

a bette 
r 
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a better view of him. At this moment, the Afir!* 
can urged his horse against the caliph, anc^ thrust*, 
ing a javelin into his breast, he instantly fell dead 
from his seat. The African rode off full' speed 
towards the prison, to liberate Al Kaher. Pasi^M 
ing through the market, he met an ass Foaded^ 
with briars ; his horse star.ted, reared, and threw 

'his rider on one of the shambles, where he remain- 
ed suspended by the chin on a hook. His horse 
escaped from under him, and the populace, who 

/Were ptirsuing him, finding him in this state^ . 
took the briars from off the ass, set fire to tlieif), 
and burnt the assassin. Thus was Al Moktader's 
murder punished, almost as soon as perpetrated. 
About tliis time, Egypt was infested . with such 
swarms of locusts, that they darkened the air, 
and devoured every thing green in those parts 
of that fruitful country which they traversed. 

• The same year, Abu Thaher entered Mecca with 
his troops, killed a great number of pilgrims in the 
temple, demolished the building that covered 
the well Zemzem, and plundered the Caaba. 
Among other profanations offered to that cele- 
brated place, they took away a famous black 
stone, which they refused to restore, although 
the people of Mecca offered five thousand di- 
nars for it. However, after they had kept it two 
and twenty years they sent it back, at the same^ 
time ridiculing them, by assuring them it was - 
not the true stone; but as it is said, it was proved 
to be no counterfeit, by its peculiar quality of 
swimming on water. The Karmatian, however, 
who was sent to take away the golden spout, 
which carried away the water from the top of 
the Caaba, broke his neck in the attempt. 
Before Abu Thaher advanced to Mecca, he 
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ltd several engagements with the caliph's 
ivces ; after which he stopped all the wells bc- 
H^een Baghdad and Mecca, not permitting the 
iravans o^ pilgrims to pass between that capi- 
I and Mecca, either from Mesopotamia or 
horasan. He butchered a great number of 
e people, both within and without the Caaba, 
id aUo in the streets of Mecca ; insomuch, 
at he filled, with dead bodies, most of the 
uses in the town, and the ways, vallies, and 
sert places, in the neighbourhood. 
^I Moktader was esteemed religious, delight- 
In giving alms, and fasted often. He nad 
my secretaries, governors of provinces and 
ies, and counsellors, or visirs. Some of the 
)men belonging to the court had a great sharq 
the admini.<$tration, particularly a joung wo- 
tn named Yamek, who was so thoroughly 
Tied in all the weightier points of the Moham- 
^n law, that judges, in the determination of 
minal causes, and the doctors of the law, in 
sir most important decisions, often found them- 
ves obliged to have recourse to her asslst- 
ce. 

in this reign flourished Albatani, so celebrated 
his accurate astronomical observations. This 
»t mathematician and philosopher professed 
s Sabian religion, which chiefly prevailed at the 
le of his birth in the city or Harran ; hence 
tables are called the Sabian tables. And in 
: 320th year of the Hegira, died Zacarius Al 
Lzi, a person extremely well versed in all kinds 
ancient learning ; though he excelled most in 
ysic, and is styled the phoenix of the age. In 
; youth he gave himself up entirely to music, 
i afterwards applied himself to the study of 
Vol. X. M philoso* 



I 
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philosophy with so raudi success,' Uiat he i 
a wonaeriTul progress rn every branch of it, 
composed a great number of books upon 
sical and philosopliicat subjects. He is s£ 
have contracted webs in • l^is eyes, by the ii 
derate eating of beans ; and, towards the 
of his life, lost both of them by cataracts, 
would not permit an oculist, who came to c 
him, to perform the operation, because he < 
not tell of how many little coats the eye 
sisted ; saying, at the same time, that he wa 
very desirous of recovering his sight, as h< 
already seen enough of the world to mak< 
abhor it. He composed twelve books on a 
my, in which he asserted the possibility 
transmutation of metals ; he understood i 
^^^Yf or the art of predicting future events 
the aspects of the celestial bodies. He vi 
beral, munificent, and courteous, to all i 
extremely charitable to the poor ; not only 
ing them his advice as a physician, but supf 
all their wants, in the most liberal manner 
Munes wished to raise his w^d, Abu! A 
the son of Moktader, to the caliphate, bl 
partisans of Al Kaher prevailed. He qur 

A n P^'^^" ^^^ * throne : . from the throi 
* ' year after, he returned to a prison, 
future perk)d he supported a more 
rable life, though at liberty, than he had. 
in chains ; but, unfortunately, he merited 
distressing vicissitudes. As soon as he b( 
master, Al Moktader's children, his concui 
and domestics, vvere ordered into his pre! 
and put to the tortuic, in order to force from 
a discovery of the treasures that hi^'prede* 
had distributed among them. On the ^impl 
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»ctOD that ^^liiDed, the son of Mockta<;i, meant 

Dsurp the dignity, the barbarian called him 
nio one of* the insoost rt.'cefv«;es of tlte palace, 
ind had him nailed (o the wall, by the hands and 
qH; then, being always pressed for money, he 
«r.t for Abu Yahya, a man of the robe, and very 
:iefa, and commanded him to count him down 

1 large sum. The lawyer declared, that ii was 
not in his power. ** Ahmed/* said the tyrant, 
wbo is in the next apartment, *' told me you 
cottld^ and he is of opinion that yuu should.'' Abu 
fahya went then to expluin himself: on enter- 
tag the chamber, the dreadful spectacle tl:at 
rtvock bis sight filled him with fear and horror ; 
Ite promised, and gave all that was demanded. 

Tiie Turkish soldiers, Uiough unjust to several 
jf his predecessors, whoin they compelled to 
ibJicate^ pedbrmeil a signal act^of equity, when 
they hiirted him from the throne. Atler put- 
ing; out his eyes, they once more cast him into 
prison, mrhere he remained twelve year*. One 
!)f his successors set him at liberty ; but without 
bestowing upon bim sufficient to procure the 
nejcessaries of life. A coni^emporary hisioriao 
lias declared, th^t be saw him at the dpor of the 
i;reai mosque of Bagdad, covered with rags 
ukI filth, and stretching out his hand to tlie 
people, whom he addressed in the following 
yerms : '* P»ay remeipbtr him who was once your 
caitph, and is now reduced to the n<C*ssity of 
tskxng you for alms.'* He died at the age of fif- 
tv-five, and is justly chzuracterl^ed as e^^tremely 
rabh, cruel, aAd avaricious. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Tlkt Arabs, under the Caliphs of the House of M 

Abbas, continued, 

AFTER the deposition of AI Kahar, his ne- 
phew^ A I Radi^ was taken out x)f prison^ 
where Ire had been confined^ and placed upod 
the throne, the very day his uncle was deposed. 
But how much was this dignity degraded ; bovr 
inconsiderable was the circle of its power, com- . 
pared to its former grandeur ! Arabian Ink, 
rersian Irak; the cities of Basra and Cufa; 
E^ypt, Syria, attA Spain : the Mussulman pro* 
vinces in Sicily i^nd Crete : all these vast an4 
extensive countries had passed into the posses- 
sion of sovereigns, who, though they respected, 
the caliph of Bagdad^ allowed him a degree of 
pre-eminence rather in religious concertis thaa 
in political . government. In reality, Bagdad 
and its environs were all that ^ remained to the 
caliph ; but as if this small portion were too 
difficult to govern, Al Radi instituted a pos( 
superior to that of visir, which he named emir« 
al-omra ; that is to say, commandant of com^ 
mandants: this great officer, or rather priipe 
minister, was trusted with the administration of 
all military affairs, and had the management of 
the finances; he even officiated fur the caliph 
in th|3 great mosq'ie of Bagdad, and had his 
name mentioned in the public service through* 
out the empire. In a word^ Al Radi was so en- 
tirely govcjrned by ||iis new -o^cefi that he could 

not 
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not take out of tlie treasury a single dinar for his 
own use, without his permission. 

In the 326th year of the Hegira, Ebn Mok- 
lah, who was then visir, wrote, on the part of 
4he caliph, a letter to Yahcam, the Turk, telling 
inm, that now it was time i'or him to advance to 
Bagdad, at the head of a body of troops in or- 
der to deliver the caliphate from the tyranny of 
Ebn Rayek, and to occupy his place. But this 
letter hav«i^ been intercepted, Ebn Rayek dis- 
covered to ihe caliph the treason of the visir, 
w^ho had (tared to write su(h a letter without 
his master's knowle^ige, and even against his 
express orders. Moklah, upon his appearing 
l>eibre the caliph, at first deuied the fact, but the 
letter, in his owii hand-wi'itiiig, being produced, 
lie was found guilty, and condemned by the 
judges to have his right hand cut off, for having 
committed so heinous a crime. When sentence 
was pronounced, he complained bitterly of the 
severity of it, and of the iniquity of cutting off 
the right hand of a man who had Invented the 
most beautiful character that had ever been used 
among the Arabs, and had written several co- 
pies of the Koran in so elegant a manner,, that 
theyj)assed tbnmaster-pieces in the heart of writ- 
ing, and had been vis r to thi^ee successive ca-p 
iiphs. Nor did he content himself with bare 
<x>mplaints ; he inveighed bitterly against the 
judges and the 'caliph himself; wherefore, the 
executioner b(A only deprived him of his right 
hand, but, 'So4ne days afterward^, cut out his 
tongue ; after which, he was confined in one of 
t])e dungeons })eloHging to the imperial palncc. 
Al Radi reigned dependent on tive emir-al-om- 
ras, not only those of his oyva preatii^, but 
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those who tore their authority from his gra$|H 
Hje kept this shadow of dignity almost sevet) 
years, and died at thirty. Historians describe 
him as possessed of goodness and humanity; 
he was Hberal, munificent^ mild, well versed in 
literature! ^loquent^ a good poet, and a great 
admirer of the conversation of learned men. 
He was the last of the (.-aliphs who wrote verses^ 
^t lejast such £^s were worthy of having a place 
assigned them in the Mohammedan annals ; he 
was the last likewise ot th^ Mussulmen empe? 
rors that officiated constantly in the mosque; 
^at. commanded the forces; ^th^t had. the disr 
posial of the public money ; aud that, in shorty 
ts^ercised any kind of real authority over the 
^rabs. His successors, for a considerable pe* 
riod at l^st^ enjoyed little more than the bare 
title of caliph, and of this they were even at 
jast deprived by the Tartars. * Henceforth, thercr 
fore, the caliphs of Bagdad will not occupy ^ 
inore exalted station in hisiory than they did in 
the theatre of their wonted grandeur. 

When the caliph Al Radi expired, Yahcam, 
then emir-al-omra, was at Cufa, and, upon his 
Receiving advice of that prince's death, he im- 
mediately dispatched 'one of his secretaries to 
Bagdad, with orders to convoke the descendants 
pf AH, the judges^ the house of Al Abbas, and 
^1 the principal ofhcers of the empire, to elect 
A j^ the new caliph. They had not been long 
g* ' assembled, before they chose Ibrahim, 
surnamed, afterwards, AI Motiaki, whom 
(hey unanimously saluted emperor. Al Mot* 
taki, after his inauguration, sent a sumptuous 
vest and a banner to Yahcam, and continued 
luai in the post of emir-al-omra , he al^ con- ^ 
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^rmed Abul Kasem in the office of visir, though 
he had not the least authority in the staje. 

Yahcam havuig ^ent a body of troops froixi 
Waset, to reduce Abu Abdallah, Al Baridi set 
out from that city, to take the command of 
these troops ; but he was m^t upon the road by 
fui express, which informed him lliat his ibrces 
had already proved superior to the enemy, and 
obliged Ki Baridi to take himself to fligh^. 
Yahcam, therefore, directed his course tewards 
^e banks of the Taur, hunting through al) the 
tract, he traversed. He made an incursion, witli 
a small party, into a district bordering upon that 
f ivel'j, inhabited by a riph and numerous tribe of 
VMrd?, tn order to pillage them ; and, having 
surprised this people, who little expected s^uch a 
visit, he killed several of them^ and dispersed 
the rest. However, a young Curd, observ- 
ing the barbarity and rapacity of this -plun- 
derer, whem he did not know, made directly at 
him, and ran him through with his lance; upOQ 
\vhich he fell instantly to the ground, and ex- 
pired. The caliph, receiving advice of what ha4 
happened tQ Yahcam, immediately took posses- 
sion of his palace, where he foiuid immense 
treasures buried under ground ; all which Ije 
seized for the service of the state, and conferre4 
the post of erair-al-om.ra upon Ciertakin^ the 
Deylamite ; b^t, not beipg pleased with his cp^- 
duct, he soon dis^iissed him, and appointed, 4^ 
his successor^j Ebn Rayek, v^lio came from his 
n'esidence in Syria to Bagdad for Uiat purpose. 
About tnis time so grievous a famine- raged in 
• several parts of Sicily, tha^ many of the towns 
and villages pf tliat fruitf\il island we^^e eniirely 
depopuls^cd. 
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In the 332d year of (he Hegira, a robbciy- 
supporled by £bn Shirazad^ one of Tetrzan^ 
chief commanders, to whom he paid monthly, 
for his protection, fifteen thousand , dinars, ap- 
peared in the neighbourhood of Bagdad, and 
committed, even within sight of that capita], 
terrible depredations. In the . nnean time, Al 
Mottaki, perceiving that Tepzan became every 
(day more insolent, discovered an inclination to 
deprive his prime minister of the office he had 
assigned him, the preceding year; a design which 
so enraged the Turk, that he obliged the caliph 
to abandon the city of Bagdad, and retire to Al 
Mawsel. At length, however,- he meditated a 
return, and wrote to Teuzan, making overtures 
for a reconciliation. This year the Russians, by 
means of a fleet ihey had equipped on the Cas-. 
pian Sea, made an irruption into the greater Ar- 
menia, penetrated as tar as tiie city of Bardaa, 
>vhich they tcok and sacked, and returned, with* 
out having sustained any considerable loss. Such 
a scarcity of all sorts of grain prevailed for seve- 
ral months at Bagdad, that the inhabitants, of 
that metropolis were terrified at the thoughts of 
^ famine. The famous Abu Thaher died of the 
small-pox, in .the course of this year. In th« 
next, Al Motiaki was deposed by Teuzan, before 
he had been quite four years upon the throne* 
In answer to the caliph^s letter, sent towards the 
close of the preceding year, the usurper assured 
this prince, that the proposals he had ofiered 
for an accommodation were perfectly agreeable 
to him, and that he would engage to perform 
all the articles of the future treaty demanded 
by the caliph; and that Al Mottaki might de- 
^^end upon being received with all the honours 

due 
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doe to a person in his sublime station. The 
(-adiph^ relying upon this promise, went to joia 
Teu^an in his camp. As soon as the^emir per- 
ceived him, he jqiiitted his horse, walked by the 
^i(ie of the stirrup, prostrated himself, and treat* 
ed.him and his family wiih every mark oF re- 
spect and iionour. ile wrote at tlie same time to 
f agdad, desiring that Al Mostacfi, the son of 
Jllottafi should be sent to him. The scene theii' 
Changed. I'he unfortunate Mottaki was torQ 
i'rom the throne, and the emir, not content witb 
ihis act of- injustice, added to it that of depriv- 
ing him of his sight. He was then lefl lo wan* 
der a wretched mendicant, in the tattered garb 
of poverty, and wooden shoes^ tbc only covering 
for his feet. Eastern writers represent him as at 
just and religious prince, who had scarcely any 
thing left him, besides tlie bare title of caliph ; 
the ^privilege of having his name impressed on 
the current coin ; and the liberty of officiating 
as Imam in the public mosques. In the course 
of his reign, Al Mottaki sent, as a present to 
the Greek emperor, the iiandkerchief with which 
' i>ur Saviour is said to have wiped his face, and 
mrherein the resemblance of his countenance was 
ftill to be seen, which had been preserved in tlie 
^hurch of Edessa. The emper9r in consequence 
of this present, released a great number of Mor- 
hammedan prFsoners. A) Makin relates, (hal 
our Saviour sent tlie handkerchief above-men- 
tioned to Abgar, the black king of Edessa, and 
that, upon its arrival at Constantinople, it wa^ 
conducted in great pomp by the patriach, bi- 
shops, clergy, and Greek nobjitty, to the church 
of Santa Sophia, where it was tiien d^p^'^i^^^* 
and ipr a long time aftervvard^ rcpiained. 
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WhHe this prince filled the throne, a grievoui 
famine visited several parts of Syria, JVlesopo^ 
lamia, and Iruk, which was succeeded by a 
dreadful pestilence, that raged till the beginning 
of the. following year. At Bagdad, in particu* 
lar, the people were forced to Jive on bran and 
hay for a considerable time ; and such a dread-^ 
ful mortality hereupon ensued among the Mas* 
iBuImen, that many of them were frequently ba« 
ried in the same grave, and that without either 
funeral service or ablution. 

About this time two sects arose, very violent 
antagonists, and rancorous enemies to each other* 
Their disputes were on an incomprehensible sub* 
ject, which has afforded, froia that time to the 
present, matter for extremely -vehement disputa* 
lions. The point of contest was, whether God 
governs all' things by general or partial laws^ 
whether predestination be absolute- or relative* 
AI Ashari supported the former system, against 
Jobbais, who had been his master ; and, to provtt 
the governance of God by a general proviciencc^ 
he maintained the injustice of a partial provU 
deiKe. He proposed the argument in the fol- 
lowmg question : — *' What do you think would be 
the fate of three brothers, one of whom lived hi 
the observance of God's commands, the other lit 
open defiance of them, and the third died in in- 
fancy ?*' — ^^fobbais replied, ''The first would be 
recompensed in heaven, the second punished In 
hell, and the third neither punished nor reward- 
ed. ''--"Then," answered Al Ashari, ''might 
not the third say, had my life been longer, my 
lot would have been more happy ?"— " True,*^ 
replied Jobbais, *' but God would answer, I fore- 
s^w, fiiat bad your life been prolonged, yoa 
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VOuM have become an object oF punishment.'* 
In Uiat case, the second might rejoin,, ** that h© 
ought to have escaped punishment, by being cut 
pff in his infancy.^' To obviate, therefore, this 
appearance of injustice and cruelty, with regard 
io the Creator, Al Ashari maintained, that the 
destiny of individuals is not fixed* by the Deity, 
but that he abandons them to the induence of 
general laws. 

Al Mottaki was succeeded by A I Mok- ^ pj 
tafi. Upon his accession, he continued his ' , ' 
I>ene^tor, Tcuzan, in the post of emir- 
al-omra^ who, in consequence of this office, bad 
the government of Bagdad, with a district belongs 
ing to it, entirely committed to his charge^ Al 
Moktafi released his predecessor, Al Kahcr, from 
his confinement in the imperial palace, and sent 
bira, dressed only with a cotton shirt on his back, 
and wooden shoes on his feet, to the house of 
£bn Thaher, that he might not be in a coi^dition 
to disturb the public repose. Peace, however, 
was soon banished from the caliph's throne, by 
|he intrigues of a female favourite, who had 
formerly been instrumental to his elevation to 
l|ie Mohammedan throne^ and was now not less 
sp in his deposition ; for, Moezzadawla having 
been apprised that she was caballing with some 
of the great men at court, in order to remove 
him from the post of emir-al-orora, he appeared 
at the head of a strong party in the caliph's 
paFace, on the day appointed by that prince for 
granting an audience, to the ambassador of the 
vroir of KhorasaY). Moezzadawl^, according 
to custom, took bis seat close by the caliph, and 
prostrated himself before bim 5 which ceremony 
was scarce o^er, when two Deylamile officers 
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approached AI Mostacfi, who held out one of 
his hands to each of them to kiss ; but, to hh" 
great surprise, they seized upon him, dragged 
him from his throne, tied his turban about his 
neck, and hurried him to the emir's palace. 
where he was immedialely, thrown into irons. 
His female favourite, who wouW have been the 
cause of this new revolution, was seized, and 
her tongue cut out, The caliph was deprived 
of his sight by the conspirators, who plundered 
the imperial palace. 

The descendants of Al Moktadi, after two 

intermediate successions, once more appeared 

on the throne of the caliph;;, in the person of Al 

- p. Moti. The father was sovereign of Bag^ 

* ' dad, and the environs. Al Moti was con* 
■ fined to a part of the city, and his whole 
administrative and diplomatic corp^ consisted of 
one secretary. Al Moti continued Moezzadawla 
in the office of emir-al-omra, having himself no 
other share of the public revenues, nor of the 
power and authority formerly annexed to thii 
high station, than what that prime minister al- 
lowed him. Peace and war were, however, car- 
ried on in his name, but, though in his name, be 
had no ca<?ting voice. The very existence of 
this court depending on the pious veneration of 
the people, made the persons who composed! it 
scrupulously attentive nnd punctual in the dis« 
charge of all the Mohammedan duties. It was 
also the centre of literary controversy ; bat thd 
real scicjices, being but poorly recompensed by 
the caliphs, no longer opulent, under Moti, quittal 
Bn;:dad for Aleppo, where they were bonourabit 
^ec^.ived and protected by Abul Azan, a magni^ 
ficQni and generous prince.. He was iIlu$trions 
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br hiji greatness of soul, his valour, his erudi- 
km, his love of justice, and his strict observ« 
nee of all religious duties. His palace was the 
ibode of poets and philosopliers, of whom none, 
HI their departure, had cause to complain of his 
vant of liberality or mikindness. He reigned as 
overeigti prince over this division oF the ancient 
smpire, which he had converted into a flourish- 
ing state : while the wretched caliph was de- 
rived even of necessaries by the rapacity of his 
imir, the latter abandoned himself to pleasure 
md the indulgence of every extravagance, inso* 
cntly dependmg on his roaster's ecoiK>my as his 
steans of supporting tliem. On an occasion,, 
when the finances were in'suflicient to pay the 
irrears of tlie militia, he demanded the sum 
bro the pontitl^ who, in reply, urged the im- 
wsstbility of satisfying his demands. " You 
nd better acquiesce with a good grace,'' said 
he emir, " than wait till you are forced." This 
nenace so terrified tha prmce, that he evon sold 
be furniture of his palace, and reraiited the mo- 
ey to the emir, who in a sI>ort time dissipated 
le whole. Al Moti filled the throne twenty- 
inc years, in this state of abject dependence. 
le abdicated it at the age of sixty-three, and died 
txHit two months after. 

During his reign there was a dreadful famine 
t Bagdad, in which several women are said to 
ive destroyed their children, and to have eat^n 
tern : for which inhumanity tliey were exe- 
Ati*d, and their bodies thrown into the Tigris. 
.t this period, some of the principal Sicilians 
Dtercd into a conspiracy against the emir of 
lat island, but it was discovered just when it 
'as upon, the poiut of being, carried into exe^ 

Vol. Xt ' N cxNaqi^- 
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cution. The ring leaders were seized, and the 
most guilty executed, which produced pubiiQ 
tranquillity in the Mohammedan part of tho 
island. 

An accident happened soon afler, that ocoon 
sionedan open rupture between Al Moezz and 
Abdalrahman^ the caliphs of Kairwan and An- 
dalusia. The latter having sent "fei vessel to 
Alexandria, this ship gave chace to and. took ano^ 
ther, sent from the emir of Sicily, by Al Moe2Si 
with an ambassador and his dispatches on board; 
an insult which so incensed the caliph of Kairwan, 
that he immediately fitted out a fleet with a bod| 
of land forces on board, to make reprisals on tmi 
caliph of Andalusia's subjects. This fleets witkji 
was re-inforced witli the Sicilian squadron soon 
after, entered the port of Almeria, and burned 
all the ships riding at anchor, except the vesad 
which Al Hasan, the late emir of Sicily, whc 
comtnanded Al Moezz's fleet, seized upon, witt 
a number of singing girls, and a very valuable 
cargo on board, belonging to Abdalrahmai 
himself, as a -lawful prize. Not contented witl 
this, Al Hasan made a descent, with the tfoop: 
on board the combined fleet, on the coast o 
Grenada ; which he ravaged in a dreadful man 
ner, put many of the Spanish mussulmen t( 
the sword, ancf then returned safe, without hav< 
ing sustained any considerable loss/ Abdalrah' 
man having received advice of these hostilitiei 
and depredations, immediately equipped a stron| 
squadron to cruize on the coast of Africa, and 
if possible to land a body of troops in that couiv 
try; but this squadron, having been worsted ii 
an engagement, was obliged to return, withoul 
having effected any thing of consequence. 

TSi 
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)f Nubi^ laid siege to Aswan^ a city 
, in the Upper Kg^pt> seated on the 
nk of the Nile, and the confines of 
Tlie Nubian forces meeting with no 
oppose them, soon made themselves 
the place, levelled it with the ground, 
\ off man^ of its inhabitants into capti- 
ig the rest to the sword. The Egypti- 
ng advice of what had happened, sent^ 

pursuit of the king of Nubia, which 
sleated him, took a great number of 
risoners, and dispersed the rest. Af- 
ct©ry, they penetrated into the Nu- 
)ries, and carried a fortress called A\ 
ssault, with which they concluded the 
of the campaign. 
?ourse of the three hundred and forty- 

of the Hegira, a considerable num- 
yptians and Magrebians were swept 

night time, in a certain vallev, into 
>ea, by a torrent that bioke in sud- 
n them, when they were returning 
::a, with all their baggage and ca- 
•vo thousand villages inhabited by 
Draced Mohammedism. 
.t year is remarkable for being the first, 
.he office of kadi of Bagdad was ex* 
ale, and bought for the annual sum of 
id thousand dirhems, to be paid out of 

of it to Moezza Dawla, the emir* 
Such a flagrant instance of venality 

before heard of in the Mohammedan 
ut from this period, all the principal 
the slate were disposed of at Bag- - 
e same manner. ♦ 

allowing year Niccphoiu& VUoc^&» l\Nft 
N 2 VKi^wa^ 
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imperial general, penetrating into the MotkA 
territories with an army of sixty thousahd tnen^' 
laid siege to Ain-Zarba> which in a ihort time 
surrendered. Soon after he entered the town, 
he commanded all the inhabitants^ by the pubfie 
crier^ to retire into the great mosque, threatening 
io put all those to the sword who shonkl bel 
ibund in their own houses, after sun-seL TUi 
order was obeyed by all who had timely notice ' 
of it ; but the next morning, the Greeks found t 
great number of men, women, and childra)»- 
without the mosque, whom they cruelly mauft- 
cred. After this, an order was issued by tfaa 
Greek-general^ requiring every one of the Mos* 
sulmen confined in the mosque to depart the city 
before. night, upon pain of being treated in tfae 
same manner as those who neglected the former 
command. In consequence of this order, thcMB 
poor people quitted the mosque in such confti* 
sion and hurry, that many were pressed to 
death, and others not knowing which way to 
take, perished on the road, being destitute of all 
necessaries and assistance. Nor did the Greeks 
fail to butcher those the next day whom they 
found in any part of the town. However, they 
abandoned tlie place at the approach of Lent, 
threatening to return after the expiration of that 
solemn season. 

Nicephorus, after the reduction of Ain Zarba» 
marched with an army of two hundred thou- 
sand men to Aleppo, in order to reduce that 
place ; but though he attacked it with incredible 
iiiry, he was repulsed by the bravery of the be- 
siesred in every assault. After three days' siege, 
a dissension, arising between the citizens and the 
^g^arrison, afforded )iDi& Gi^^W^ an o\^portunity of 
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forcing open the gates and entering the town^ 
they put great multitudes of men and women 
to tne sword, and carried off above ten tliousand 
children of both sexes, with an immense quan- 
tity of spoil. They then laid siege to the citadel ; 
which, however, in a few days they were ob- 
liged to abandon. In their retreat^ they of- 
fered not the least injury or violence to any of 
the people in the district of Aleppo, but ordered 
them to sow and till their ground as usual ; saying 
that they would return the following year, ana 
carry off the fiuits of the earth, Tlie palace ' 
called Al Daran, situated a little without the 
city, together with three hundred leathern bags 
full of silver, fourteen hundred mules, and a 
great number 'Of arms^ fell into the hands of 
the victors. 

In the course of the present year, the follow- 
ing solemn form of malediction was drawn up 
by the Shiiles, and inscribed upon the doors of 
Bagdad. " May God for ever abominate and 
remove from himself, Moawiyah ! and him who 
took from Fatima's family the territory of Far 
dac ! and him who refused Al Hasan to be 
buried in his grandfather Mohammed's tomb ! 
and him who banished Abu Dahor ! and him 
who excluded A I Abbas from the number of 
those who were candidates for the caliphate!'* 
but this being defaced by some of the So: « 
nites, the following words only were substituted: 
" May God's curse fall upon Moawiyah, and 
all those who have treated ill tiie family of 
his apostle ! ^' 

JSefbre the close of the year 356, Ebn El Ha- 
san, the emir of Sicily, received an order to leave 
that island, and return to Africa. lu gbcidience 

N 3 Vi. 
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to which, he, his wife^ children, domestics, asii I 
all his substance, set' sail as soon as he couk! 
make ilie proper dispositions for their depar- 
ture. 

The Greeks made an inroad into Syria, and 
penetrated into^ Tripoly. They toojk the castle 
oF Area by storm, from thence they advanced 
to Hems, which the inhabitants abandoned, at 
(their approach. They were no sooner in pos- 
session of that place, than th^y iaid it in ashes, 
iand then moved towards the maritime parts q{ 
the province, which they laid wa^e with fire 
apd sword. After they had ravaged the coun- 
try for the space of two months, and thrown 
down the pulpits in eighteen mosques, they re* 
tired into the imperial tcnrhtories, loaded with 
the spoil they had acqiiired> in this successful 
expedition. In the next year, they made another 
irruption into Syria, carried Antioch by assault, 
plundered the city, and pi^ a great number 
of inhabitants to the sword. \ From thence they 
inarched to Aleppo, then in no posture of de* 
fence, which the governor abandoned at their 
approach, and retired into the castle. Here he 
defended himself for some time, and at. last 
agreed to pay the Greeks a certain annual tri- 
bute, for the due performance of which he gave 
up several hostages. 

In the beginning of the next year, the Greeks 
penetrated into Mesopotamia, and ravaged 
Ede^sa and all the interjacent tract of country; 
the Mussulmen abandoned their habitations, and 
fled in great numbers to Bagdad. The cries 
and lamentations of those poor wretches reach- 
ing the ears of the emir al omra, he went ira- 
fja^diiiiGly to tUe cali^hi and deni^nded ^a cer- 
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tain sum of money, in order to drive away Ihe 
enemy from the frontiers. But the calipH told 
hun, , that, . being stripped of his power^ autho- 
rity, and wealth, he was himself almost dest^ 
tute of common necessaries, and had no money 
to spare on the present occasion: he addecT, 
chat he wol^ld rather be in the situation oi a pri- 
vate person than that of a caliph, when attended 
with such disagreeable circumstances. The emir, 
who was entirely attached to his pleasures and 
cHyersions, and was ' even then just returned 
Aom hunting, told him in a menacing tone, that 
his refusal was a mere pretext, and that it would 
much better become him to satisfy the demands 
of 4he soldiery witb a good grace than by com* 
pulsion^ This bint so terrified the caliph, that 
ne immediately sold the furniture of his palace, 
though he could raise by this expedient only 
forty thousand dirhems, which he put into the 
hands of the emir, who in a short time dissi* 
pated the whole. Notwithstanding the caliph's 
submission, he was in a very few months driven 
from the throne, which he had (illed in a slate of 
ihe most abject dependance for twenty-nine 
years. The leading events «f this long reign 
we have given in detail, ft appears that Al 
Moti possessed the virtues of a private person ; 
he was affable, modest, gentle, sincere, chart- 
lable, and extremely devout in all religious du^ 
lies. To his son he UransmiUed those virtues, 
who resembled him in his econorpic*al propen* 
stty, but which was not of more utility to him 
than it had been to' his father. It ap|)eared that 
ihe caliphs Amassed wealth for tiie eiiuis tt> 
I&visb, 
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A T> As soon as Al Moti hatd abcHcaled Ihe 

'. 'government, his son, Al Tay, was saluted 

"caliph. Immediately after his inangu- 

^3tioi) he gave the sublime post of emir-sfl-omFa 
to SabektekifT ; and by this act he left nothing 

.for himself but the empty title of enjperor or 
commander of the faithful ; being deprived of all 
power ai d authority in the same manner as his 
immediate predecessor. This year the Karma- 
tians notwithstanding their former defeat, made 
a second irruption into Egypt, where, however, 
they were overthrown with great slaughter^ 
and obliged to fly to the country, whence they 
came. After which retreat, Al Moezz sent a large 
body of troops to Dama<:cus, to keep the inha- 
bitants of that city in awe; but notwithstand* 
jng the force, they had such an aversion from 
his government, that he found himself , not a little 
embroiled and embarrassed by them : a consi- 
derable part of the city was reduced to aslres 
during the commotions which at this time hap- 
pened. The people of Mecca and Medina, how- 
ever, prayed publicly in their mosque for A I 
JVIoezz, and persisted m their fidelity, to the Fa- 
iiniite caliph, till at length A I Aftekin, at the 
head of a numerous army of Turks, advanced 
to Damascus, and was leceived with open arms 
by the inhabitants of that city, who immediately 
expelled Al Moezz, g^^ernor of that place ; 
after which they di?;continucd their recognition 
of Moezz*s authority in the mosques, on the 
days of divine service. That prince* dying the 

' following year, his son aind successor, Al Aziz, 
sent Jawhar, his general, with a powerful Jifiny, 
into Syria, who laid siege to Damascus, which 

must 
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nnst have fallen into his handu, had it not been 
relieved by a body of Karmatian troops. These 
in their turn pursued Jawhar, .and came up with 
him at Askalon, where thev offered him battle, 
which he declined, having lost a great many of 
his men by famine. H<>wcver, he was reduced 
in a short time to the last extremity, and with 
gneat difficulty prevailed upon AI Afiekin to 
permit htm, for a large sum of money, to re- 
4um into £gypt. Upon his arrival at Mesr, he pur<r 
suadcd Al Asiz himself to undertake an expedi« 
Xiqu against Al Afte)cin, who was then in pos- 
«es«oii of the best part of Syria. That prmoe 
therefi>re. Without delay, marched with a formi* 
dable army against the rebels, whom he over- 
look and entirely defeated, putting a great 
number of them to the sword, and making pri- 
soners of the rest. Al Aftekin, however, ^buiid 
Means to escape ; htrt Al Aziz, having offered a 
reward of. one hundred thousand dinars to any 
one who would deliver that general alive into 
his hands, an Arab, his particular friend, with 
whom he had taken refuge, beine tempted by 
the largeness of the reward, brought him to the 
Fatinilite caliph, who was so fai* from offering 
him any violence, that he made him a present 
of a very fine tent, as well as of several sumptu- 
ous mantles, and household furniture of almost 
inestimable value ; released all the Turkish pri- 
soners who had fought under him a^ their chief, 
and carried him to ^fesr, where in great affluence 
he at last ended his days. 

The Greeks, about this time, under the conduct 
of Zimisces, made an irruption into Syria, 
took Hems and Baalbec, and from the latter of 
tliose cities marched tv Damascus*, bat Al AC- 
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tekii) marched against them with considerate 
force : Zimisces turned off to Sidon, and obliged 
the inhabitants of that place to pay him a large 
sum of money ; he then moved to Tripoly, and 
besieged that city above forty days. Here it is 
■said jroison was administered to him, which 
forced him to retire, iji a sick and languishing 
state to Antioch. But the people of that place 
refusing to admit him into the town, he cut 
down all their trees, and was returning home ; 
bat he expired before he reached Constantinople. 
After the departure ot Zimiscos, Antioch sur- 
rendered to a body of troops he left behind him to 
continue the siege of the city ; but in a short 
time it returned to its former masters. 

In the 365th year of the Hegira, AI Moezz, 
the conqueror of Syria and Egypt, departed this 
life, after he had sat upon the throne of Kair wan 
more than twenty-three years. ' This prince en- 
tertained a great opinion of the truth of astro- 
^logy and never undertook any enterprize of mo- 
ment, without consultfng those who pretended to 
have skill in that art. He has, however, been 
considered by Mohammedan writers as a learned 
and virtuous prince. He was particularly cele- 
brated for his liberality and for his affection to 
his subjects, whom he governed with great lenity 
and moderation. He Was* succeeded by Al Aziz; 
and before the conclusion of the year, the people of 
Mecca offefed up their prayers publicly to hea- 
ven for the health, welfare, and prosperity of 
this prince. 

Al Aziz's affairs in Egypt were greatly em- 
broiled this year, notwithstanding he had made 
Jawhar his prime minister. Several battles were 
iboght in the neighbourhood of Mesr, and the 
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Pailimi'te caliph himself was besieged in that ca- ' 

pital ; but at last Ihe siege was raised, and Al ; 

. Aziz proved superior to ali his enemies, pro- ^ 

bably by the conduct and address of Jawhar, as 
well as the bravery of his troops. As black was 
the colour most in vogue amonst the eastern 
caliphs of the house of A I Abbas, so white was 
most esteemed by the Falimite caliphs. This 
had been substituted in the room of the other 
amongst his subjects by Al Mcezz, and was the 
fashionable colour through the whole course of 
AI Aziz's reign, as it has since been among the 
greatest part of the Africans and Arabs^ even to 
this very day. _ 

In the year 368, Al Aziz sent Jawhar with an 
army to drive Al Aftekin from Damascus ; in 
pursuance of his orders he invested that city, but ;• 

at the end of two months, he was obliged to de- 
sist, and raise -the siege ; and in a very shprt 
time afterwards Jawhar himself was reduced ta i 

' tl'C last extremity, and obliged to submit to ibe 
humiliating conditions imposed upon him by 
the conqueror. Al Aziz himself the;i took the 
command of his army, defeated the enemy with 
great slaughter ; but Al Aftekin himself escaped 
out of the battle; he was, however, soon after 
taken, and brought to Al Aziz, who carried hlDH 
into Egypt, made him_ his hajeb,' and treated 
lum with uncommon ma/ks of distinction. How* 
ever, he was soon after poisoned, through envy, 
by Al Aziz's visir, who was immediately throtva 
into, prison, and by his master's order was some 
time detained there. But Al Aziz not being 
able to keep the machine of government iu mo« 
tion to bi9 own sat-isfinetion, without the assist* - 

anc« 
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ance of this minister, he was afterwards releasetf, 
and reMored to his former dignity. 

AI Aziz having married a Christian lady, 
made Jeremiah, one of her brothers, patriarch 
of Jerusalem; and the other, Arsenius, patriarch 
€>f Cairo and Mesr. As the Fatimite caliph 
had a daughter ' by this lady, both she and her 
brothers had a considerable ascendant over him $ 
and therefore Arsenius easily obtained a grant 
of the great church of the Jacobites of Mesr, 
called afterwards the church of the patriarch* 
The caliph, Al Tay, commanded Adadodawla, 
tlie king of Persia's name, to be mentioned for 
the first time in public prayers, and to be re- 
peated every third Friday in the mosoues of 
Bagdad. He also commanded drums to be beat 
before his palace during the time of the five 
prayers ; none of which compliments had ever 
been paid to any of his predecessorit. The ca« 
liph likewise dignified him with a Persian title, 
Shahinsah^ which signifies the great king, or the 
jl l^ii^g of kings ; which had been formerly as* 
sumed by the ancient Persian monarchs, even be- 
fore the days of Alexander the Great. Nor was 
any Mohammedan prince ever honoured witii 
this lofty title before Adadodawla, to* whom it 
m'as from this time <:on&tant)y applied in the 
pulpits, and probably in^ther public places, of all 
the cities and towns within 'the jurisdiction of 
4he caliplu It should be observed, that this 
same Adadodawla is called by sonoe historians 
Chosroes, and is said to have granted three 
thousand Roman or Greek captives their liberty, 
sis a recompense (or -the eminent services they 
bad doae hiin agaiiui ili« rebellious Persians. 

After 
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Ader many sehcnieff of ambition and aggran- 
dizement^ Adadodawla diud at Bagdad, hcinfir 
worn out by frequent attacks of epilepsy though 
not forty-eight years old at the time of his death. 
and at last . was carried oft* by one of those fit^. 
fiy hist(»rians he is rrclconcd to have been n 
prince of great magnanimity, unpardlcled dig- 
nity, having an excellent understanding, con- 
Miinmate prudence, great sagacity in council, 
and a happy dexterity in hitting upon lucky ex- 
pedients on the most urgent occasions, and was 
extremely conversant in all the arts of govern- 
ment. He had also a valuable share of learn- 
ing, and was an cncoiirager of learned men. 
He was pruspeious in his undertakings, and had 
3 mind capable of forming the most unbounded 
projects. To men of virtue and probity he was 
Ji}}eral ai)d munificent. But with all these good 
qualities, he was a prince of insatiable ambition^ 
which ircquenlly led him to the most unju<;ti- 
fiable actions. As a patron of literature, men 
versed in all brances of science flocked to hi> 
<*ourt, from every part of the Mnhanimeilan 
world, and dedicated their compo^iiions to him. 
lie had a lastc for poetry, and wrote good 
verses himself: but in one of ijie specimens 
which he left behind him, he. seemed to arr^igoto 
io himself the power even of reversing the di- 
vine dcrrcrs ; for which presumption he has 
boien dcsorvcfily. censured by two Arab writer?, 
who have obu-ivcd that he never was ea<:y or 
h«i[>py after that production appeared. When 
Ue was at the point of death, he is reported to 
have said, with a faltering tongue, ** What have 
all fny ric:hes and prosperity , availed me? My 
power and authority arc now at an '-nd./' 

'Vol. X. O v;uv:^ 
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Which wordff, according to the same hifttorianv 
he continued repeating till he expired. After 
1)1.4 death, the olHcers oF the army and the gran- 
tees ' of the court of Bagdad, pitched upon his 
son Marzaban for his successor, took the oath of 
allegiance to him, and glEive him the surname of 
Samsamoddawla, scymitar of the state. 

The caliph, A 1 lay, conArmed all that had 
been done by the military and nobles on this oc- 
casion, and made the new eroin'-al-omra a vhii^ 
to condole will) him on liis fa(Uicr's death. Not 
long after his elevation to this oStQ^, AI Hsl- 
madi made himself master of A I Mawsel, and 
having received a further accession of strength, 
be meditated tb4 reduction of Bagdad itself. 
Samsamoddawlu, tlieltfore, finding his autlio 
rity struck at,, assembled a powerful army, 
marched at the head of it,, and entirely defeated 
Him. After which Al Mawsel immediately suc- 
rendcred to the victor, without attempting to 
.{ make any defence. At this period, Sharlbdawla, 

^ the eldest of Adadodavv^a^s sons^ marched with 

a powerful army to Waset, which immediately 
surrendered to iiim. He was already in posses- 
.'sion of isereral important cities, but before he 
had invaded Irak, he wrote to his brother Abu! 
Hasan^ who occupied mojit «f the cities of F«rs, 
•(tile ancient name of Persia) to join him with a(|t 
the trpops he could assemble.^ bul Abuf Hasao^ 
not disposcsl to act against his brother Sai»sa- 
moddawla, refuiied to enter into this wac; upca 
which Sharlbdawla marched against, hijofi at the- 
bead of all his forces, defeated, and tcxik hi«i 
prisoner. T!>e 'city of Basra also submitted tp 
iiim ; he thoh sent a leltef to the caliphi Al Tay, 
'ttsivting upon the post of oaut-al*oQ)re» and Ukx 
*' \. ' ...dtfoskivo 
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depmilion of his brollier ; with which Jtmancf, 
the caliph, who was not able to oppose hiin» 
found himselt* obliged to comply. He therefore 
immediately dispatched the imperial mantle with 
the inst raiment, confirming him in the possession 
of the oflic0 he demanded, and a sum of money, 
which he probably wanted, in order to p^y his 
troops. Not contented with these concessions^ 
he required the caliph to deliver up iiis brother 
into his hands. This re({uesi was likewise grant- 
e(f, upon the condition that not only his life, but 
his property, should be secured to him. Not- 
withstanding the agreement by which he was 
bound, lie very soon after ordered him to be put 
under an arrest, and then sent him to a castle in 
tars, where he had ordered him to be closely 
confined. 

In the 370th year of the Hegira, Sliarfodawla 
sent to Persia a messenger, to deprive his bro- 
ther, whom he had confuted in thecastie, of his 
light. In the mean time, he himself was attack'* 
ed by a dropsy, and died at Bagdad ; but the 
cruel deed of depriving ^amsamoddawla of his 
eyes was perpetrated. 

Sharfodawla was succeeded in the office of 
eroir-al-omrsi by his brother Bahaoddawia, in 
which he was confirmed by the calipli Al T^, 
« proper instrument having been drawn up for 
diat purpose. Within two years oH this tiitie, the 
caJiph was deposed by the emir in the following 
manner. That minister, coveting the riches gf 
this caliph, sent an imperial officer to desire leave 
10 make him a visit in the palace. The caliph, 
suRpecting no ill design, set apart a soiemn tes- 
tival, in order to do him the greater honour for 
his reception. When the day appointed came, 

O 2 fiahaod- 
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Bahaoddawla mounted his horse^ and went Co 
the palac*e, where he was received by the caliph, 
sitting on his throne. As soon as the emir-aU 
omra had entered the grand saloon, where the 
ambassadors had their audience, he prostrated 
himself before the commander of the trae be* 
lievers, and took his place on the seat allotted 
him, upon which a great namber of people rush- 
ed into the room. In tliis confusion, a soldier, 
who attended the emir, approached the cahph 
Apparently with an intention of kissing his hand ; 
but, having seized it, he dragged him from his 
throne, rolled him up in a carpet, and carried 
liim to a distance from the palace, where they 
compelled him to abdicate. He. lived twelve 
years after this event. During this reign, the 

'celebrated £bn Cariah, the Kadi of At Sendi« 
Vah and other places in the neighbourhood of 
Bagdad, died. He was a man of exceedingly 
quick partsi and (he wonder of the age. He 
txHild instantly resolve all questions, and de-^ 
cide all juridical cases, without the least hesi« 
tation. He spoke with the utmost fluency and 
propriety ; his style was always copious, elegant^ 
and pure : the principal men of the age were his 
admirers, and took great pleasure in his repar- 
tees. They frequently proposed, in writing, ri- 
diculous questions, which drew from htm imme* 
diate answers, without stu'ly or meditation, that 
excited the mirtlv and laughter of all who heard 
them. 

A memorable Qvent is, by a grave historian, 
said to have happexied in this reign, which, 

"iliough not very credible, may be mentioned. 

'A sheep, bigger than an elephant, of an uncom- 

tnon-lbrin, aqd a prodigious height, came out 

'./ oif 
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«f die sea^ ascended a hi^ii hill in the neigh- ' 
bouno^ co\u\iTy, aud firoiii llience^ with an ex* 
ceedin^!^ loud voioe^ pronouiKx^i distinctly th^ 
two li/ilovi'in); wof ds^ cad caroba ; that is, " he has 
appniflched:" after repeating the same twice, it 
ittunied into the tea. llie same things conti- 
iiues this writc^r, happened the next two days, 
and was never afterwards teen. Tliere was alsu^ 
in Eirypti » must terrible storm, attended wiiii 
thunder and lightning, and such darkness as had 
never been known. [t did not cease till to- 
wards midnight ; nor did the darkness abate till 
jDoming ; when tlic hemisphere exhibited a phe- 
nomenon resembling a pillar o\ (ire, which com- 
municated an unusual red colour both to (he 
h(»ivens and the earih ; tlie atmosphere was like- 
wise loaded with a sort of dust, wliich» in a great 
meatur^f, prevented respiration, and proved l-x- 
iremejy noxious to all kiiuU of animal^, (ill a Lite 
hour of the day, whc*n iJie sun discovered himself, 
disguised by an unnalisrol colour. With this co- 
I .nr, he arose every nu^rning lor a con>idcrablf: 
lime. A comet appeanid also about this period, 
in the wcsiern part of the hemisphere, and was 
seen by the {xiople of Lgypt above twenty nights 
iucx:essi«'«Jy. 

After the deposition of A! Tay, Baha- * j^ 
oddowla became muster of the treasures, ' ' 
and of all the rich larnilure that he left ^ ' 
bt^hind him. Al Kader was elevated to the 
throne. He was grandson to Al Moktadcr, to 
whose family the caliph rciurned. |t appears 
that, thougi) the Mohammedan throne had sut- 
fereil such great dcgradati(m, still it incessantly 
occupied tlie thoiiglus oi those who had any pre- 
ieuaiuns to it. The courier, who was cuminis- 

O 3 iiioncd 
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sioned to inform A I Ta)** successor of hi« e1cc« 
tion^ found h'un relating to Kis friends a dream 
of ihe preceding nighty which predicted hisfu* 
iure greatness. 

In the 386th year of the H^ra, A I Aziz, the 
patimite caliper of Egypt, died in the bath at 
Belbei^. His secretary of state was a Christian^ 
named Isa ; and \m treasurer, in Syria, a Jew, 
called MenaMieh. The Christians and the Jews, 
being supported and protected by tliese men, 
-very frequently insulted the Mussulmeu; a cir^ 
cunistance which induced the people of Mesr to 
make a paper figure in the shape of a woman, 
and to plscce it in the road through which Al 
Aziz was to pass, with a written paper in one 
of its hands, to the following effect : " We am- 
jure you, by him who has enabled Isa to render 
the C^hri.Uians insolent and powerful, ^nd Ma^* 
iiassvh, the Jews ; and who, by you, has humbled 
the Mussulmen, to tell us when an end shall be 
put to the inflictions which we endure." The 
caiipii was so far from being oiiended with the 
severity of the libel, that he immediately dis* 
missed Isa, and stripped him of all the wealth 
he h'.ul ac([uired. Tliis prince has been repre- 
sented, by Mahommedan writers, as a ]>ers(m of 
most excellent disposition ; a prudent ruler, and 
a great lover of his people : his goorlness and 
clemency towards his subjects was scarcely to be 
paraileled, of which the following ir a remark- 
able instance:—- A satirical poet had written 
some severe verses upon the visir and secretary 
of stiite, in wliich the sovereign himself was not 
spared : the visir carried his complaints to Al 
A'///., rind demanded to have the anihor of the 
vcises punished. But the caliph^ when he had 
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read them, made the following answer : '' A< I 
bear part of the injury oflered, so I desire: tiiat 
you would take part with me of ihe merit of the 
pardini I shall grant him for the ofFence." He 
was succeeded by his son A I Mansur, then only 
Hevcn years old. A\ Aziz, before his death, 
appointed Ar-jiian, one of his white eunuchs, 
m whose capacity and fidelity his son could con- 
Mk, to lake upon him the government of his ex- 
tenwe dominions. 

•'rhe contrast of Al Aziz's clemency may be 
^nd in A I Kader's prcK-lamalion a^rainst the 
caliphs of Kgypt. It breathed all ihe rancour 
of theological animosity. ** TUa man who has 
uturped the throius" said he, " is spnuig up like 
a mushroom from his original nothingness, up<m 
wh(im may C^od pour down all his wrath and in- 
dication ;— a son of Said's, on whom CvcmI never 
hejiiowed any •inheritance j the descendant of an- 
cestors that were tlie sc.Min of the human race, 
thesnmrge of wiciety, the di>?grari; of htnnanity ; 
*rpidu:s and impostors ! may the eternal male- 
(iiduHi of ( vod light on these oiit^^asts ; these ro- 
Ws ! may i.'iey be for ever e.seeraled by ail true 
Wits of virtue!" 

Al llnkem appointed Al Aswnd, or the BUck 
!•• pri'side over tl»e people of l)ama"«cus. Soon 
^lt(T his arrival at that capital, he bt^gafi to ha* 
f'*'^^ and oppress the Sonnites, in such a manner 
a< gave great oti'cncc to many of the Damas- 
^'iius. A Magri'-binn so!(li<;r, in particular, of 
that sect, he ordered to h'j j)iiblicly whipped ; 
. *hc crier proclanned, at the same time, that this, 
hntiecforth, would lx». ihe reward of those who 
ptiil any regard lu the ijiemory ot Abu Beer ami 

V Omar. 
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Omar. After which punishment the Magreblan 
was banii^iied the city. . 

The. king of A\ Batiha 'sent an army under 
the cominand of £bn Wasel, a general on whom 
he bad heaped numerous favours, and whom- he 
jiad ruUed from ihe lowe.<t state to. the post of 
the commander in chief of all his forces, to attack 
5ira and Basra. Having reduced both ' these ci^ 
Xie<, and enricl>ed themselves with the spoils and 
immense wealth found in tliem> Ebn Wasel der 
dared himself independent; drove his mslster 
out of Al.Batiha, and obliged iiim to fly for rfr 
iuge to Bagdad. But the rece|)tion he expert* 
enced was such as manifested the blackest ingnb> 
titude in • Al Kadtn*, of which any man could he 
guilty ; ' for, nolwiUistanding tliat prince bad 
treated this wretch in the mo<;t hospitable and 
generous manner^ and had, in a great measure, 
put his tf%:asurtM and kingdom itself into his 
jiand^, when he was threatened with immediate 
<»ealh by Al Tay, and forced to seek for an asy 
Jum in Al Batiha^ Al Kader, at this time, ex- 
pelled him the city of Bagdad, and ^drove. him, 
as it weroj into the very jaws of destruction. A* 
more Hagrant instance of ingratitude than this 
J5, perhaps, rtot to be found m history. In the 
same year when tins happened, Bahaoddawiu 
conferred upon Al Sharif tl:e otbre of nakib, or 
vchiet of Aii's descendants and4oilowers in Irak; 
9Li b1<o the post of supreme Kadi and Iman, with* 
a title signifying a man of the most illustriouf 
viitiies. Bahaoddawla's principal secretary, hav- 
ing drawn the proper instruments to be signed 
by tlie caliph, in order to his being conlirmed in 
the atbxe^aid empUnmcnt», -by the authority of 

,tuat 
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te prince, when he appeared with them, Al 
Kader signed all those instruments, exc<;pting 
(bat only which was to constitute him supreme 
Kadi and Iraan ; but he refused setting his hand 
to this paper, not thinking it proper that a Shiite 
should be invested with so great a degree of au- 
thority, as such an important post must necessa- 
rily confer. 

In the ibllowing year, Monteser, finding it im- 
practicable to pass the Jihun, retired^ with a few 
of his adherents, to Bokhara. Upon his arrival, 
the governor promised to assist him ; but, being 
I cioiely pursued by Ilek Khan's general^ to whoi(i 
most ot his men had gone over in disgust, he 
abandoned that city, and fled into Khorasaa. 
He had not been long in that province, when an 
> officer was sent in search of iiim, who took him 
[ out of a cottage, where he lay concealed, which 
Iw broke open in the night, and put him to 
death. 

In the S9fith year of the Hegira, a person, de« 

Kcnded from one of the caliphs of the house of 

Ommiyal), took up arms against the Fatimite 

Ciliph in Egypt. As this man had first carried 

water about in bottles as a common porter, he 

was nicknamed Abu Racwah, or the Father of 

the Bottle. He set up for a reformer ; preached 

to the people in the streets, highways, and other 

public places ; and, by his pretended sanctity, 

gained a great number of followers. He first 

pos^ssed himself of Barka ; and afterwards, 

having vanquisjied one of the caliph's generals 

that engaged him, reduced to obedience all the 

country of Al Said, or the Upper Egypt : by 

which acquisition of territory, as well as power, 

he became, so formidable,, that tlie caliph found 

it 
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It necessary to employ '.he forces of the' \rhob 
Fatimite empire againsi him. Havinrg, Uiere- 
fore, raised a (xiwerf'ul army in Egypt, and sent 
aiders to his troops in Syria to advance into tl^ 
neighbourhood of Me^r, be at last attacked the 
rebels with such iiftrepidity-, that« alter a very 
obstinate and bloody dispute, they were routea 
wiih great slaughter. Most of thorn were cut 
to |)iece^( in iha action, and the rest so dispersed, 
that not the faintest tract:s of this rebellion were 
afterwards to be seen. 

Soon after this, an important revolution hap* 
poned in Andalusia. Mohammed £bn Hesham^ 
with twelve of his aca)mplices, rebelled against 
the caliph, Al Mowayyad, and seized upon the 
city of Corduba. Being master of the caliph^s per- 
son, lie caused him, pfivatel, to be confined in 
a house beltinging to one of his friends ; killed a 
Christian exireiHcly hke him, and ^pretended he 
was dead. The principal coddiers bein^ then 
desired to view the corpse, really took it to be 
tiiat of the caliph ; and it was soon after interred 
with great funeral pomp. Mohammed^ now 
thinking himself secure, began to oppress his 
subjects, and insult their wfves, in such a man- 
tier^ as absolutely alienated their affections firom 
him. A conspiracy was excited against him, in 
which many of his friends were destroyed, ' and 
Ihe gates of Corduba were burnt, 

However, Mohammed rendered abortive their 
de^iign ; killed several of them, and took a great 
number prisoners. Having thus extinguished 
their rebellion, he ordered the principal conspi- 
rators to be executeri. -An attempt was then 
43:ia(le to place the caliph's nephew on the throne, 
which o|)lig<^d the usurper to bring Al Mowyyad, 

who 
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who was thought to have been rlcad, out oF tj)e 
place where he had been concealed. Ti)is step 
he took, that he might prevail wiih the peopfe to 
submit to their natural prince rather than to Sn^ 
liman his nephow. £ut, ever^ one being now 
struck with terror, no regard was paid to his so- 
llcftations ; so that he was conslraiued to fly to 
Toledo ; and Solinian possessed himself of Cor- 
duba, where he reigned ab^nit fe>'en months. 
However^ disitrusting the fidelity of the citizens^ 
he kept the Christian forces^ for some time, m 
Andalusia, and formed a camp of his troops at 
a small distance from the city. Mohamme4» 
■ soon after his flight to Toledo, assembled a veQ^ 
numerous body of soldiers, which was reinforced 
by two Christian officers of distinction, who were 
very serviceable to him. Soliman, having been 
apprised of the preparations that they were n^alv- 
ing to attack him« endeavoured to engage tho 
people of C^^duha to support him. But they^ 
being disafiected to his cause, excused themselves 
from taking the field. A battle ensued, by whiiji 
ihip crown was placed once more upon Mo* 
hammed's head ; though^ in a very sliort time, 
he was again driven from the throne, when Al 
llTow^yyad took iiis place, and ordered Inn) to 
be beheaded as an usnrper. 'J he head Was af- 
terwards carried upon the top of a lance through 
the streets* of IIk: metropolis, and his body buried 
in a corner of the mosque. Soliman, however, 
who stiil had (hq crown in view, ca*ised . great 
ravages in the country about Corduba,. Seville, 
anil Palatrava,. laying it waste with fire and 
sword ; imonmob^ that a vk^ty extensive trac k 
was almost entirely depopulated ; the people eiH 
kniun«d liiPUj5hjL*,.pi! d'-posi^ig Al . Mow ay \ ad* 
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and of calling Soli man, whom they con!%iderecl 
as the only person capable of prot^ting theorij 
to Ihe crown. That prince, therefore, having 
been joined by a great number of Mussulmen^ who 
erowded to him from all parU, advanced with a 
formidable army to tlie gatef; of Cord aba, and 
summoned the city to surrender. Finding, how- 
ever, tlie garrison and inhabitants resolved to 
defend it to the kst extremity, he invested (he . 
place in form, and carried on his attacks with 
the utmost vigour ; the besieged opposing him 
with equal bravery, and making several succes- 
ful sallies. However, one of the gates being 
betrayed into Soliman's ' hands he entered the 
town without opposition; burnt many of the 
houses and public buildings ; de^tro^-ed an infi- 
nite number of citizens, and gave the place up 
to his troops to be plundered, for three successive 
days^ The people who survived the carnage, 
-^•^.m^sftitted ; and (he caliph was led out of the 
city, and permitted to retire into Africa, where 
he probably ended his days. 

During the reign of A\ Kader, Kabus, king 

of M6zanderan, was dethroned by his suk^ect-s 

who accused him of loo great severity! " It U 

a false pretext," replied he ; "I am reduced fo 

his unfortunate situation"* ©nly because of my 

lenity to five or six of yoiii whose blood I shouici 

have sh<id.'' The insul^enls sent for his son, 

whom they compelled to accept the sceptre, 

" threatening,' if he persisted in. refusaj, to give it 

to a stranger. As soT)n as he was inaugurated, 

■tie went in search of his father, thr^w Muiself at 

•his feet; ofFerfcd to re-instate him, and to march 

• against the reb. Is. Kabps, who had retired to 

% distant c>astle, ci)arnied toiiiid his «ou 'poseessiM 

-' 4 pf 
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of such filial sentiments, answered him : "In 
this place -I mean to end my exploits^ and my 
life. Do you enjoy my authority ; I give it to 
you.** In this retreat his days rolled serenely 
on, and he tasted the pure and tranquil pleasures, 
which the sciences bestow on those who feel their 
Talue.. , But his enemies, believing it impossible 
that he could ever pardon the wrongs they had 
done him, put a period to his life by poison. 

The cause of* the antipathy of Al Hakem, 
the caliph of Egypt and Syria, to women is un- 
known ; but it is certain that he punished them 
with a most aUoni«:hing degree of severity, pro- 
hibiting them to quit their liouses, or even to 
walk on the terraces. To put it beyond their 
power to disobey him, and elfecluall^' to prevent 
iheir appearing in the streets or the public places, 
he prohioited any shoes being made to suit them, 
and shut up their markets, lest they should Le 
oSliged to attend them. Men carried their mer- 
chandize through the streets, and the 'women 
made their purchases without leaving the door, 
or death was the consequence of the transgressicni. 
It was but just that this tyranny should be pu- 
nisl'.ed by a woman. Hakem was murdered, * 
at the instigation of l.is sister. The scene of 
this dreadful transaction was near the sepalchre of 
AlFokai, towards the eastern part of Holwan. 
In order to excite Ebn Dawas to the perpe- 
tration of 8(> horrid a deed, she promise<i to 
place him at the head of the administration, aad 
gave the assassins who were emplo'; «d under hipi 
one lhou>ar>d dinars. The body of the murdered 
caliph, which the' villains, brought her, she bu- 
ried in her own house, and for some time, kept 
his death cohecAed. - But a^ last^ • >»hei\ 
' Vol. X. P ^'^ JP 
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the prople grew unf^asy respecting him, she con- 
voked (he grandees and principal courtiers, and 
discovered the murder. Then «he cslused Ebn 
Da was, and i)is two domestics, who had embrued 
their han<is in the bloo<I of tlieir sovereign, uiid 
all olh6r persons in any manner privy to tlie affair, 
to be put to death ; though, by some histori- 
jans, it is said that she slew them with her 
own hands. 

The Egyptians, during his reign, groaned 
under the pressure of the severest tyranny, whidi 
excited several of them to writ0 anonymous let- 
ters, complaining of his conduct ; and to iheir 
complaints they adiled imprecations. Some 
went slill farther, and placed in the highway a 
statue resembling a woman, with a girdle aiyl 
shoes on, holding a sealed paper in her hand. 
A\ Hakem himself, coming to the sjHit,,read the 
paper, the contents of which gave him such ot- 
fei^ice, that he commanded the city of Mesr, near 
which it was, to be reduced to ashes, and all its 
inhabitants to be put to the sword. The latter 
of these orders was resisted with uncommon 
bravery by the chizens: nevertheless, he Ibund 
means to set the city on im- m several places 
though he pretended to be ignorar.t of boih the 
author and cause of f those public calamities. 
After the flames had raged three whole da}S 
the principal citizens assembled to implore (be 
divine assistance, aiid to petition Al Hakem lo 
put an end to this conflagration. He rstunied 
tor answer, that he had neither permitted nor 
commanded any incendiaries to burn the city. 
Notwiih«tandtng which asseriiini, he is known 
to have encouraged the infamous actors in thii 
tragedy. It. \^aj Qot till # A^urih paxt of lite 
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city was coiisirmed, and a great multitude of 
the inhabitants of both sexes, and all ages and 
professions, had been roassacred, that the euliph in« 
lerposed in their behalf. 

Arlahmud Gaznt, fiom sfmple governor' of 
Khorasnn, became, in the caliphate of Kader, a, 
inighly prince, and an illustrious conqueror. He 
subdued a part of India, and in one of these 
coiiBtries found a- temple, whose idol, composed 
of one solid slorve, measured fifty cubits in 
height. He destroyed it, immolated fifty thou* 
kind of Hs worshippers, and despoiled the tem- 
ple of twelve columns of massive gold, covered 
with rubies, and a variety of other precious 
Btoncs. The gigantic monuments still seen there, 
prove that, in this sort of workmanship, Jndia 
was not inferior to Egypt. The riqhes, which 
Ma!«mud obtained from the treasure of one In* 
dian king, only renders probable the accounts 
we read of the golden pillars. Millions in gold 
and silver ; diamonds in astonishing profusion $ 
'iha;;nificent furniture ; brocades of inestimable 
raue; all became the spoil of the Persian, ivith- 
dut his striking a single blow ; as did likewise 
the ■ cr6wn of the Indian, who vainly tlaltered 
himself that his making no resistance would en- 
title him, not only to indulgence, but to the 
restoration of his throne. Maiimud cruelly un- 
deceived him, and (aught him a lesson, whi^h 
•hould serve as a warning to princes, who, in- 
fluenced by such -a hope, should be tempted to 
trust to -the moderation of their enemies. He 
flius addressed the feeble monarch : «' Have yoa 
read history ? Can vou play at chess ?"*—'• Yes," 
'replied be. " Wefl," resumed Mahmud, " did 
y0u ev^r- find two kings reigning V^g^lWt \v\ v\^ 
•J P 2 . ^"^^ 
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same nation ? or, at chess, two ^kings occupyin; 
the same field ? Why then were you, who ha 
Hie means of defence, so imprudent as to suffer 
me to become master of your person and your 
domain r" He sent him into Persia to Gazna, 
hh capital, where he permitted him to Hve, pro. 
bably, because his death was of ik) utih'ty. This 
should be duly weighed by all those, whom fate 
reduces to the cruel alternative of braving death in 
self-defence, or enduring life ingloriously, by 
submitting to the foe. 

A poor man complained to Mahmud of ooe 
of his soldiers having forcibly entered his house 
in the night, and obliged him to quit it, with hit 
wife and children. '.' If he should return," said 
the prince, " let me know." The soldier did 
return, and the poor man hastened to inform tbt 
Sultan, who went with him to his dwelling, or- 
dered the lights to be extinguished, and cut the 
intruder in pieces. He then, commanding the 
flambeaus to be lighted^ and gazing earnestly 
on the face of him whon> he had put to deatby 
prostrated himself, offered up a prayer of thankv 
giving to God, and asked tor some refreshmenl» 
JBarlcy-bread, and sour wine, were all there jwai 
to set before him, and with a contented and dieer*- 
ful air, he eat and drank of these with an appe* 
tite. His host begged to know why the lightt 
had been extinguished, and how he could be ssUis* 
fied with siich coarse fare? Mahmud replied^ 
'* Ever since your complaint, my mind has been 
harassed with the thought that none but one of 
tny own sons would have dared to commit suck 
an act of audacity. I had resolved to shew 
him no lenity, and commanded the lights to be paC 
o)it, ili^t his sight might not affect me $ but. 
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on seeing that the criminal was not my son, I 
r«:tiiined thaisksi to tlie Almight)'. In bhort, my 
bciUg content with the food )ou placed belbre 
tne, is not surprising ; lor the anxiety I i)ave sui- 
lered these three 6a) s, tor (he injury done you, 
deprived me both ot' appetite and rest/' T hi« 
.priiK^e, who was extremely ugly, grieved at his 
waNit of perfona) beauty, lest it should dimini^i 
iUti e<itecin and affcctic'n oF hi:* subjects. A poet 
said to hira once on ilvat occasii;^), if \our in<^> 
tatU are never more deionped than your ie4tUL-es, 
*no one will have reason to complain. From (hi^ 
-physical deft ct^ he. deduced a moral redtction, 
'well de.<erving the attention of even those wl\o 
do not think themselves homely. Like Mahmud, 
as they look in a glass, they should say, I ob- 
serve so many faulis in mv^^lfy that I Can easily 
ibrgct lliose of others. Some time before his 
death, he fixed his reNiJence in India^ where he 
jealously propagated tite Mohammedan faith. 

Al Kayer peaceably look possession of a r> 
Jiis fatlier's tlironir. A reiijn of forty- ,' ., / 
lour }ears, serves but to comprise teats 
of arms, victories, and rebellions; in which ha 
wa* scarcely concerned. Vv'e can only observe, 
.that one of the latter drove hnn from itie throne, 
li> which his repenling s::bjtots, shortly afier, 
recalled him. It is phasing to b;^Iicve, that- W 
jowed his reinstatement to his virtues ; for he was 
learned, m^ld, p^icnt, popular, just, and fearing 
Goil; competent to state affairs, and capable of 
giving excellent counsel. His enemies listt-ned 
to his advitv, and his influence preserved peace 
in his reduce J dominions. The Seljuk Tuiks, 
after waii^s so ren<iW;ied for lh.i.-ir military ex- 
piuiis, gj-:it apj' cured during tlus ![viv^\\% Tv\vi>^ 

P3 
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had already u-ndered themselves formidable yH 
Persia, pas'^ed the Jihan, and took up their quar- 
ters near the cities of Nesef and Abiwerd. Here 
they settled, and, in a short time, bepran to makfe 
incursions into, and pillage the neighbourin|[ 
provinces. Several of the cities in India, reduf* 
ced by Sultan Mahmud, rebelled against Masud*; 
as did also Al Ray, and other places in the Per- 
sian Irak : but, in the course of a - few monfhi, 
a letfer was receiveil from Sultan Masad, in-In- 
dia, in which he gave an ac(*ount of 4^ is having 
killed fifly thousand infideh, taken seventy thou- 
sand prisoners, and acquired a booty, amounting 
V , to above a million of dinars. 
'' \ In the txHirse of the ne*t year, the Sicilian 
Mufssulmen, being didsaiisfied with tlieir govep- 
noi's administration, sent a deputation to (h6 
caliph of Egypt, to complain of his oppressive 
and tyrannical conduct. That prince; excited 
hy their just complaints, sent an army into Sicily, 
to oblige the emir to redress all thoir gricvi 
ances, and govern, for the future, in a more 
equitable manner. A! Akhali, being biesiegecl 
hy the caliph's forces at Palermo, defended him-i 
self with astonishing bravery till he was slain^ 
when the troops imagined that they liad execute 
ed their master^s orders. The Sicilians, ho^n 
ever, who had enabled them ta carry their pointy 
soon aficr, attacked the African^^ pilt above 
eight hundred to the sword, and forced the rest 
to abandon the island, with the utmost precipitati* 
on. They then proceeded to the election of 9 
new emir, and unanimously cliose the bro^l^er of 
the last to preside over the Mohamnsed^ oon* 
qfiicsts in Sicily 5 during whose govemmeiU those 
tcmioiici. were so Vuii^^^^ \i^ 6n[^ ^\an«ew^vcn\«^ 
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Ibdl Si way wan paved, in a jshort time, for (he 
hniiK-tkm of llie whole island by t!:e Krank>. 
Tht emperor, Midiael Papiilu^cni^ sent an am- 
iMisslidor to this emir^ to n:ukc proposals for an 
iKTomiiiodatton : a treaty of peace was i-on- 
ctttded l>etwecn tlicse two princes to their nniw 
Indl satisfaction ; which as the emir, in all points^ 
informed himself to the will of the emperor, 
90 exasperated the Sicilian Miissulmen^ especially 
4he Jower class oi' tlio peoplf, that they rusoU'eil 
lo Of>)H)s<; him. Hi^ broiiier Abu Caub, taking 
•di'atfta^e of the ferment 'occasioned by this 
^isptwition, endeavoured to seize upon tl.c (iHicc 
tf emir: but, being defeated in a j^^cneral ac- 
tion, he applied to the caliph of F.g^pt i'jr as- 
*M!itancc, which having obtained, he rednctid his 
brmhcr to such didiciiltir s, that he found ir.j;i- 
K'lf obiised to quit the island, and fly lo Coin 
stantinople, in order to impUire the protection 
f»f the emperor. I'hut prince, who ima>^ine(i 
that he had now a fine op{)ocCunitY of recovcr- 
•inj; Sicily, Iri'altd him wjih the highest marks 
vf distinction, and pro:r/ised to sii])port him in 
mil his pretensions, against both his African 
and Sicilian enemii^s ; bat, liot being e>;pt^ditions 
riitHi^h in supplying the dethroned emir with <i 
body of tr<K)ps, to reinstate liim in the govern- 
n'.ent of the AIohamnKHhin part of Sicily, l.eo 
OjuiR, the prefect of Italy, wifii a view of driv- 
ing the infidels out ot' tiie isJanr), attended him 
with all the forces he could in a short time as- 
nc'^nhle : by which means he overthrew Ahu 
Ca^ib with very great slaughter. Tins obliged 
that emir to tly into Kgy]>l, and solicit succours 
of the Fatimiic caliph, who, being apprehensive 
that i>ie civtl diisvnsionn m b\v.Uy \vv\^V >^\w^ 
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paired by youthful excosscs; t» which he wj|!f 
extremely addicted. Having a most acute fit of 
the cholic, in order to accelerate the cure of the 
disorder, he had recourse to medicines, whid' 
increased, rather than d-minishcd it. He lan^ 
guished several days, and then expired. His 
epitaph, written by a satirical poet, imported, 
that his scientific and philof^ophic works had not 
taught hira morality, nor his medical, the art of 
preseryiirg his health. 

In the il-Tth year of the Hegira, AI Kaver, 
distracted with the insolence of the Turkish 
militia, which, at this time, rendered Bagdad 
little beUer than a scene of riot and confusion, 
found himself obliged to quit the city of Bag- 
clad, and to put himself under the protection ot 
the caliph of Egypt. That prince supplying 
him both with money and troops, he soon be- 
canie very formidable in the Arabian Irak ; pos- 
sessed himself of that province, and ravagCKl it 
even to the very gates o( Bagdad. Finding no 
enemy to oppose him, he now looked upon him* 
self as emir-al-omra, and ordered his own name 
to be mentioned in all tlie mosques within hit 
jurisdiction : nor did he leave any thing more to 
A I Maiec, wlio, afler tl>e example of his prede- 
c^essors, had deprived the caliph of all power 
and authority, except the naked title of the king 
of Bagdad. Indeed, the caliph himself was in- 
formed, that this rebel intended to advance* at 
the head ^ his troops, to the capital, and sei^s 
upon the imperial palace ; upon which he im- 
med lately wrote to Togrol Bek for assistance^ 
who was then at Waset, As soon as the ca^ 
liph's letter reached him, he assembled all hti 
forces, made the proper dispositions for his 

march. 
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)ihn in his waking hours, were said (o !):iv(i 
l:ki'n solved to him in his drc-auK. When he* had 
AnislieJ hi.< iiliulies in physic, ht^ic, natural pnilo- 
fi>phy, and mathematics^ he pr<Kccth'd (<» me- 
taphysics and theology. In .^^liort, this procii^^y 
of learning had made himself master ot eveiy 
branch of useiul liierature, and every noble sci- 
ence cultivated in that age, by (he time hedi- 
tered upon his nineteenth year. Mis fHliicr tlicu 
dying, l)c travelled into Jorjun and DtiheMan ; ia 
llle Jailer of which provinces lie had a severe ill 
of sickness. After his recovery, he returned 
to Jorjan, and composed the first l>ook of his 
Abridgment of the AImage^t, and other pieces 
held in high esteem. fie was ailerwards ad« 
vaM^ to the dignity of visir, at Hamadan ; 
but the soldiery, being afraid of him, plundered 
his palace, dragged him to prison, and would 
have put him to death. He was, however, soon 
reinstated \\\ his ofiice, though he dei:!ined the 
houours of it, as soon as he conveniently could. 
He then shut hims^clf up in the house of an apo- 
thecary, where he finished his system of mathc« 
tftatics and natural philosophy, except the two 
b(M)ks treating of vegetables and animals. He 
afterwards wrote privately to Alaoddawla, and 
desired lit might be permitted to live with him, 
but being discovered, he was thrown into prison, 
where he remained in a stale of close confir.c- 
incnt for (bur months ; at the expiration of 
which) he was brought back to Hamvian, from 
whence he contrived to escap<» to Ksfahan. Hcr(? 
he met with a reception from Alaoddawla, worthy 
•of his superior merit, and put the Ia<t hand 
to several of his learned works. He had naiu- 
(ally au excellenl con-ititulion^ which he had im- 
paired 
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was pitched for him, on ibe east side of (he okjv 
Upon \\k retreat, the mob plundered the imp^ 
rial palace of articles to an inesiiBiable valuet 
Pravers were otfcrcd up for Al Mostanser, while 
Al kav^m was conveyed, in chains, to Hadiiluk 
■ In the viirj next year, however, he w^s reinstated 
in bis tbrmcr authority, and as caliph of Ba|{- 
dad, was treated with uncommon marks of re- 
verence and distinction ; and Al Basasiri thou|[Iit 
fit to retire to Waset, where, having collected 
a vast (]uanli(y of corn» lie put it on board some 
vessels then in t!ie river; but, receiving advice 
of the new revolution at. Bagdad, he advanced 
(o Ai Ncniaiiia. a place at no great distance 
from that city. Here a battle ensued, whidi 
ended in the deleut of Al Basasiri, who was him- 
self killed in the action ; and his head, besii|( 
struck olF, was, by the order of T<^rol Bek, cjir- 
ried on a pike through the streets of Bagdad.- 

Soon after Togrol Bek, deoiauded Al KayemN 
daughter in marriage, but was refused her by the 
caliph, who thought it too great an honour for a 
Turk to aspire to. Togrol's visir, therefore, ad- 
vised his ma*iter ^p retrench, by degrees, the ca- 
liphs revenues ; upon which the Sultan forbade 
A I Kay em's officers to touch the public money. 
This prohibition reduced the caliph to- sudi dis- 
tress, that he suffered himself to be persuaded 
to let l^ogrol take the princess, iliough nuicli 
against his will. Tt^e Sultan, having thus car- 
ried his point, revoked the order he had given 
lor seizing the Culiph's treasures ; and, bci«ig' 
highly pleased with that prince's compliance. 
Sent hiui very rich presents. The sai«e yeaj, 
Maezzoddawla, tlic Sahcb^ or lore} of Aleppo, 
cj*^part^d ihh li'e, i^nd wa> bu:id.in the ciiA«ii*j. 
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He is reported lo have betfn a jiist» merciful, and 
gt^nercHis prince. A servunl liaving once, by 
KX'idenl, beat out one of ills ibre*U'!clli, he said, 
" Thii lia|)p;.'ned by the providence and power of 
God, and lie would not punish him ibr it -,** an 
incident which has been produce<l ai; an instance 
of his superi(»r jroodness and clemency. 

In the following year, Seida, tiie caliph's 
daughter, was conducted to Togrol, wiio re- 
ceived her with groat demonstration !( of joy, 
and bestowed gifts on all the caliph':; servants 
tiiat ac(X)nipanied her. The marriage was cek*^ 
brated at Al Kay, his royal seat, then the capi- 
tal of the Persian I.ak ; he having made the 
proper disposiiions for receiving her with t!ie 
utmost splendor and magnificence : but, finding 
the heat at that time excessive, he retired to 
Rudbar, where he had a most beautiful palace. 
Here he proposed to take some refreshment in 
tliat hot and sultry season, and was attacked by 
a bloody flux, which carried him off in a few 
days. He has been repre<^enied as a merciful 
and prudent prince, extremely well versed in the 
art of government. All the nei^^hlwuring sove- 
reigns exceedingly feared him, and wrote to him 
ill ttie most submissive style. 

The princess Seida returned to Bagdad, w heie 
she was received by her father, who, iu a few 
years, paid the debt of nature. At tite timr of 
his death, he was seventy-six years old, and had 
sat fbity-four years upon the throne. When he 
perceived his end approaching, he appointed A I 
Kayem, hi& grandson, to succeed hinij and sent 
for the principal grandees to attend as wiinesiies 
to thU designation. .^M Kayein was learned, pa- 
lieni; mikl, and sincere ; a priuv:^ o^\«\ vxwiVvis. ^ 

Vol. X. Q YV\\\\\w*\ 
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political capacity, capable of giving the most sali^ 
tary advice on any emergency, jiist, and one 
who exceedingly feared God, He Cultivated the 
belles-lettres ; had a taste for poetry ; and lefk 
behind him several poetical compositions, which 
were held in great esteem. Not long before his 
decease, we are told, that sHch heavy rains fell 
tn Arabian Irak, tliat Ihev occasioned an extra- 
ordinary inufidation of the Tigris; insomuch^ 
that many animals were carried away by the 
rapidity of the current ; and that the caliph 
liimself was, in an instant, so surrounded by the 
waters on his throne, that he must have inevi- 
tably perished, had not one of his slaves taken 
him on his shoulders, and preserved him from tlie 
impending fate. ' 

During this reign, a most dreadful earthquake 
laid in ruins Al Kamla Isanis, and many other 
cities. The havoc occasioned by this catastro- 
phe was so great, that two thousand five hon- 
ored men, women, and children, perished at Al 
Ramla only; vast numbers also meeting with 
the same unhappy fate, in many of the neigh< 
bouring cities. A grievous bmine likewise raged 
in Egypt ; insomuch, that a dog was not to be 
bought for less than five dinars^ nor a cat for 
less than three. Al Mostanser's visir came on« 
day to the imperial palace, attended by a single 
servant, and left his horse at the gate, which 
was. quickly carried off by three men, who killed 
• him, that they might teed oh his flesh. Ti)e 
visir, complaining of this insult to the caliph, 
they were immediately executed, and their bo- 
dies fixed to a gibbet erected for that piirpc^se. 
The next day, however, nothing was to be seen 
.«f tht;m bat the hones i the flesh being all gree- 

dilr 



» J % - \ X 



f 



UN^DEK THK CALIPHS. 171 

dily devoured by the miserable wretches inha^ 
biting the spot where the gibbet stood ; for the 
Egyptians not only fed on the carcasses of all 
kinds of beasts^ but likewise tlie bodies of men, 
women, and children ; many of the latter of 
which they boiled, and sold publicly for food* 
Before the beginning of this dreadful calamity, 
the caliph had about ten thousand two hundred 
horses, mules, and camels, in his stables ; but, at 
tlie end of it, he had only three horses left. 
That prince himself was obliged to part with 
hit plate, tapestry, sumptuous garments, trea* 
sures, jewels, and valuable furniture, for suste- 
nance. The. people of Egypt were also visited 
by . a plague this year, which swept away the 
greater part of the inhabitants of that country, 
Th^se calamities, we are told, were presaged by 
comets, that appeared a little before they hap^ 
pened, and other prodigies which have been, 
taken notice of by the Egyptian writers. 
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CFIAP. vir. 

Umpire of the Arabs, under the House of Al Al 

, continued, 

A 71 A L KAYER died at seventy-six, 

'* w' X*. was succeeded by his grandson 

' ' MoktadI, The new caliph perfornaec 

funeral ceremony at liis predecessor's inCera 

and enjoyed a prosperous reign. The peop 

Syria, Arabia, Palestine, and Irak, recogn 

bi^ authority, and the city of Bagdad flouri 

while he sat on the Mohammedan throne, 

Vfzs bom six mcmths after his father's deathj 

was the only male of Al Kayer's femily 

furvived him. Ha was the twenty-seventfc 

liph of tlie house of A I Abbas and bad i 

respect paid him by Malec Shah, the emi 

omra, than had been received from the st 

or prime minister of the caliphate, by mar 

his predecessors. Al Moktadi married the da 

tef of his emir, a iady of great beauty; an 

public rejoicings at Bagdad, when she made 

entry into that capital, were such as surp 

every thing of the kind, that had happenec 

fore in the Mohammedan world.; for al 

streets of the city were illuminated with 

torches on this occasion; and the caliph, ii 

der to demonstrate his affection for her, prc| 

a most magnificent entertainment. Tw 

four thousan<l poimcfs of sugar are said to 

buen contumed in the dessert alone. 
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Mtilec Shah, in the next year, performed the 
>i)grim0ge to Mecca, at an incredible expence ; 
or, besides abolishing the usual tribute, which 
he pilgrims paid, he employed very large sums in 
>ailding towns in the desert, where he ordelr- 
id a great number of wells and ^cisterns to be 
nade, and water to be conveyed to them from 
ill parts. He likewise commanded plenty of 
provisions to be carried for the subsistence of 
ihe pilgrim^, and distributed iminense sums 
imong the poor, with unparraiUled liberality. 

Bciore Nfalec Shah's daughter had been long 
married to At~Moktadi, she left her husband in 
}i)igu»t, and returned to Esfahan, then her^ ia- 
Lhcr's residence, and tlie capital of the Seljukian 
empire, where she reqfiained to the time of her 
death. At this, period, the brother of Severus^ 
Ihe metropolitan of Ethiopia, came into Egypt 
with presents for A\ Jemal, Al Mostanser's visir, 
whil'h by no means pleased him. As soon as tho 
visir . had received^ them^ he sent for the Aljexan* 
drian patriarch, apd demanded why he had or- 
dained the metropolitan of Ethiopia, without 
pa>ing the usu;^t sum to the Fatimite calipl). 
He likewise complained, that the metropolitan 
had neither caused ,any mosques to be erected 
in Ethiopia, nor sent him any rich presents, as 
he bad promised. To this expostulation, a bi- 
shop, who attended (he patriarch, replied, '* that 
the metropolitan of Ethiopia had been ordained 
only by his express order \*' To which th6 visir 
answered, " That both he and the patriarch 
lied.^' He then insisted upon their sending two 
bishops immediately into Ethiopia, who should 
fake cafe to have a certain number of.mosques 
i^t^iU [p tl^^t province, and sep that divine ser« 

^ 3 ^ Vi^ 
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vice was poribriued in then>, aHer the Moliamrae* 
dan manner. The vi-^ir also gave them {6 
understand, that complaints had been made re- 
specting the Mohammedan mercliants, who were 
not permitted to trade in Ethiopia ; and, IF this 
were truo, he knew what course to take. He 
tiTen di>mis.scd the patriarch, and his attendant 
bi<hops ; having fir$>t quartered a soldier upOQ 
each of them, who were to be maintained at 
their expence. In a short time after the visir 
si'.nt ior them again, and, when they appeared 
betore iiirti, he accused the patriarch of driving 
a Mohammedan merchant out of Ethiopia, and 
seizmg upon all his substance ; but tt was proved, 
in answer to this accusation, that at the time 
when these things were said to have been done, 
Sc-verus was in prison, where be had been con- 
tiiu'd hy the king of Ethiopia. The visir then 
^ai'.i, that the Metropolitan had promised to 
build (our moFques in Ethiopia, and that he had 
mit kept his word. His brother instantly replied, 
•* liiat I.e had actually built seven, which the 
Eihiopuns had pulled down, and the king had 
imprisoned him lor what he had done.'* Thii 
declaration pacified the visir, who dispatched an 
iimha>sador, with the bishops, to the court of 
Ethiopia; sending a letter to the king, importing, 
" that if he did not acc^ede to every one of 
the demands contained in it, he would demoli>h 
all the Christian churches in Eg^pt." To this 
the Ethiopian njonarch made answer, "That il: 
he di<;placed even a single stone in any of the 
Christian churches under his jurisdiction, he 
would send him all the stones and tiles from Uie 
temple at Mecga.'^ From which it appears, that 
the Ethiopians were, at this time, far from bein^ 

'' Mohaiu- 
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Mohammedanii, nor waii tlu; religion of the pro- 
phet publicly tolerated in Ethiopia. 

In the toliowing }ear, the Bataniyah be!iitf£e<l 
tlie castles of Delarn and the Persian Irak. The 
first they look belonged to Kamah, a prince in 
alliance with Malec Shah, and was delivered by^ 
Kainah*s lieutenant to A! Hasam^ who had se« 
dticed him, by twelve hundred dinars. This A\ 
Hasan was a native of Meru, in Khorasan, butf 
going into F-gypt, he met wiih a Batanist, who 
converted him to their persuasion ; and, by the 
consent of llic people, made him, whose family 
Was one o\' tlie noblest in Meru, the chief and 
head of the sect. He had many followers who 
paid an implicit obedience to his commands. As 
he smm grew considerable, Malec Stiah sent him 
a threatening letter, requiring his ^submission. 
A1 Ha<an hereupon ordered the Sultan\s mes- 
sengers to-be brouglit before him, when he sent 
for a company of hi$ people, and commanded 
one of them, a young man, lo kill hinis(:'lf ; an 
order which he it\^tantlv obeved, without the 
least hf citation. He ordered another to thiow 
himNt-lf headlong from the top of the castle, 
^'hich ht! performed immediately, and broke hU 
neck. Af'ier tiiis prelude^ Al Hasan told the 
Seljukian anibassador^ that he had no other aii- 
swcr lo return the Sultan than, that he had 
seventy thou>and men at his command, who 
would obi'v him in the manner which he had 
keen. Malec Shah was greatly surprised when 
these things were relutccl lo him ; and, having 
other affairs on his hantls, ho-4hought it not ad- 
visable in enter into a war with that prince. 
S»on after this, he went upon a hunting parly, 
with many altendanls ; and eating some of the 
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fie^h of the game Chat ih^y bad killed, he re-' 
turned sick to his palace* A. vein was opened 
(}ut Kulc blood issued, and hi)i ilhiess increased 
to a burning fever, which in a few dajs put an end 
to bis life. 

The caJIph AI Mokladi died in the 4871h year 
of the Hegira, at Bagdad. The sultan Barkiarok 
baving entered (hat city, made many rich 
and valuable presents to the caliph, ^nd de* 
manded the patent of ipvestiture ot that prince. 
This being granted by ^l Moktadi, he ordered 
the iii^trument to be drawn out in forim, when 
he perused it, and commanded the sultanas vest 
io be carried to Barkiarok. After he hud 
dined and wmhed his hands, he read the patent 
over a second time, and then immediately asked 
one of bis women, who was then with him, who 
those persons were that presumed to come into 
ihe room, and to approach him, without his per* 
niisinioh. The woman, astonished at this qiies^ 
rion, turned her head about to discovej who 
they v\cre, but seeing nobody, she Cfist her ty^ 
upon the cahph, and perceived his, countenaiice 
change, his hands and feet at the same time 
failing him, and that very iustiint he dropped 
down dead on the ground. Terrified at lhi« 
circumstance, i hough she at first thought hira 
only in a swoon, she ij^imediat^Iy called in his 
•ervant. Mansur, his visir, and Ashmed, his 
|on and suc^^ces^or, beipg then sept for, his body 
was prepared foi\ iiiteruient, and afterwards Jbu* 
ried with the usual ceiemonies. He had reigned 
'^ly twerty y#:''rs. Wi^h regard to his char 
r, he is sa/ to havp \><i^w extremely well 
1 in the institutions of ^ohammedisra ; a 
yf icar4iing aiicj Iionesl men^ brav^^ courtc* 

tH*s, 
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otki, beneficent, and a vcr^ gooci poet. He had 
a .steady regard to justice, and retbrmed a great 
number of abuses that had crept into the state. 
He look great delight in patronizing men of 
crudiiion^ and had many excellent works dedi- 
cated to him. His views for the advancement 
of the sciences, were well seconded by Malec 
Shah. They assembled all the ablest astro- 
nomers that flourished at this time, in order to 
seform I he calendar. Tl>e distemper that car- 
ried him off so suddenly, the Arabs call a 
plagae; they believe that it proceeds from cer- 
tain spirits^ armed with b<nvs and arrows, sent 
by God to punish men for their sins ; and when ^ 
the wounds are given by spectres of a black co;« 
lour, they certaiitly prove mortal, but not so 
when the arrows are shot by those that appear 
white. It is in this manner that Mussulmen rea- 
son upon the plague ; and it is upon this founda- 
tion that they never take any precautions to 
guard themselves against it. 

During this reign died Cyril, ihe Jacobite pa- 
triarch of Alexandria. He read some time be- 
fore his death the four Gospels in ' Coptic, and 
wrote commentaries upon them in Arabic^ the 
Coptic being then, especially among the com- 
mon people, but little understood. He s]>ent all 
the money he could spare, in relieving the poor, 
in repairing and building churches, and in other 
acts of charity : so that when he died, lie did not 
leave a single dirken behind him. He fasted 
often, and lived, in general, till evening, upon 
]Hilsf ; other food being prepared for his scholars 
or disciples. He employed, much of his time 
in praying, and freqiienlly conversed -with those 
about him, upon divnie suniects. 

■ Al 
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Al Mostanser Billali, ihe calipK of Egypt, 
died in the same year with Al Muktadi; alicr he 
had reigned about sijtty years. ^e survived 
only a i'ew months Al Jemal, hi^ general and 
visir, who for seA'eral }ears had the sole ma- 
rageraent and direction of the Egypti^ affairs ; 
Al Mo!ftanser being in reality nothing better than 
% nominal prince, and is celebrated only for (he 
length of his reign. ' A little before ihe visir 
departed tliis life, he obtained the instrument of 
investiture from his master, by vihich Abul Ka- 
sem, his son, was appointed to succeed him in 
the post of visir, had the title of the king of 
kings conferred upon him, and received the ho- 
nourable appellation of Afdal. In Al Mostan* 
ser's reign, Adichael, the patriarcli of Alexan- 
dria, was sent with magnificent presents to^th^ 
king of Ethiopia, to prevail upon that monarch 
to open the , channel that conveyed water to 
Egypt, which for some time had been stopped. 
This obstruction had reduced the caliph's sub- 
jects almost to the last extremity. - The king 
granted the patriarch's request, in conseqaencet 
of which, It is said, that the Nile rose three yards 
in one night, and rendered the land of Egypt as 
capable otcaltivation as ever. The caliph treated 
the patriarch with uncommon marks of distinc- 
tion at his return, and munificently rei^arded 
him for the important service he had done hi^ 
country. 

A rv , Ahmed, Al Moktadi's son, was ac- 
- ' * knowleJgcd caliph of Bagdad as 8i>on as 
' his falhei's death was publicly known. 
In a short time after, he assumed the title of Al 
Mostadher, His authority was confirmed by. 
ihe consent of Barkiarok, who was at that time 

with 
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with fiis army at Bagdad. He also secured to 
himself the otiice of emir-al-omra, or su'tan, as 
the prime minister to the caliph was at this time 
called ; and in consequence 4>f the high ofllico 
which he filled^ as well as by the great power he 
had acquired, he was completely master of Al 
Mostadher's perMon, and even of the caliphate 
it<felf. He inaugirated Uie caliph^ who rt*cipro« 
cally invested him with the power, gave him the 
appellation of ^* the columnf or support of reli- 
gion;'' and commanded that prayers should be 
offered for him in the mosque. It appears that 
these prayers were a sort of nominal consecra- 
tion, which, hi the eyes of the people, rendered 
the authority. of the chiefs lawful. The caliph 
of Bagdad was the dispenser of tin's favour, 
which was solicited by the sovereigns of Da- 
mascus, Aleppo, Antioch, and even dv those of 
Persia and Egypt. They all assumed the title 
of caliph, but still tlicy acknowledged )he pre- 
eminence of the ihrone of Bagdad, 

To his arbitratiun was referred treaties be- 
tween rival pritiCes ; their arguments passed in 
his presence, to lyhich he gave his sanction. 
Without doubt some compensation was made 
him for* his trouble, and that perhaps mi^t con- 
stitute one of the principal sources of his rere- 
nue. it appears that the quality most desirable 
in htm, was that of a conciliator, wdl ac(]]Lia)nied 
with the laws and the friend of peace. It cer<* 
tainfy was to be wished also, that his manners 
should be gentlje and persuasive, and his moraU 
irreproachable, that the public esteem might 
give weight to his decisions. 

Soon after Al Mostadher's accession, llie 
a.^trologers at Bagdad predict^ an inondatioii 
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1 ttle inferior in its extent and effect.^^ to llie ge- 
neral deluge that happened in the days ^ Noah ; 
a prediction which struck tlic people of that 
metropolis, as well as tiie court, with the utmost 
terror and consternzUion. The caliph sent tor 
Ebn I sun, one of his most celebrated astrolo- 
gers, in order to Interrogate him about the im- 
pending judgments with which he and. his sut>- 
jects, and even ali^ost the whole race of man* 
kind, were threatened. Ebn Isun being brought 
before him, said — that in Noah's time all the 
seven planets met in the sign of Pisces ; but 
that only six of them, Saturn being in anotlier 
part of the heavens, would meet in that sign, the 
present year. Had Salurn, continued he, occu- 
pied any part of the above-mentioned sign, 
when all the other planets were^ there, an uni- 
versal deluge would have been the consequence. 
However-, added he, there most certainly will be 
a dreadful inundation, which will lay itnder 
water some considerable city or district,, where* a 
vast multitude of people from difiereiit coun- 
tries will be assembled. As there was a prodi- 
gious concourse of merchants, and others, from 
all tlie regions of the east at Bagdad, this pre^ 
diction so terrified tho inliabitants of thai capital, 
who were extremely numerous, that they erected 
mounds or dan^s in thme placQ^ whicn seemed 
to be most exposed to an irruption of the waters, 
and took other precautions, which they judged 
necessary for their security : and in contormity 
to this prediction it so happened, that most of 
the pilgiims going to Mecca, and who had 
pitched ilieir tents in the valley of Al Manakeb, 
Vfere carried away by an irresi-iible torrent, to- 
jg;ctlier wuh their beasts of barden^ bagg»ge» 
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and every thing they brought with them, and 
drowned: a few of them ooly escaping, wiio 
found means to retire to the neighbouring moun- 
tains. This tragical event so raised llie repu- 
tation of Ebn Isun, that the cahph made him a 
present of a sumptuous vest, in 6rder to do iiim 
honour as a reward for the skill he had shewn in 
his art. 

Barkiarok marched into Khora«?an, where 
Arslan Shah had on foot a considerable body of 
troops: but the sullan was delivered from all 
future apprehensions of Arslan Shan by one of 
that prince's sons, who slew his falfeer before he 
had an oppertunily of coming to any engage- 
ment with Barkiarok. He committed that jiar- 
ricide in order to sieze his father's government, 
which, however, did not fail to his share ; for 
Barkiarok, having made hhnself master of Kho- 
rasan^ appointed Sanjar, one of his brothers, to 
preside over that province, and returned to lr«k. 
However, Arslan Shah was assassinated bv one 
of his domestics, i5 free mankind as he pretended 
from his injustice. 

About the first or second campaign of the fa- 
mous crusades, a numerous army of Franks, 
under the command of king Baldwin, entered 
Syria, besieged Antioch, and took that city : 
and in the following year they presented them- 
selves before Jerusalem, and having erected two 
lowers against it, I hey took it on the north side, 
and put the inhabilants to the sword. They 
continueti to kill the Mussulmen in the adjact-nt 
country for several weeks tc^gelhcr, deslro^in^ 
in the chapel Al Kar-a. seventy thousand people 
at one lime. They likewise drove ail the Jews 
into their temple, and burnt them in it. AuK»n>>''t 

Vol. X. R \\v^ 
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the booty acquired on this occasion, which was 
immense, there were above forty thousand silver 
lamp<«, a furnace of (he same metal « and above 
twenly lumps of gold. The loss of Jerusalem 
>\'as not less regretted by the Jacobite Christians 
than by the Mussulmen themselves; since the 
Franks would not permit them to go on pilgri- 
mage thither, nor c^'en on any account whatever 
to approach that place. Wlie/i the news of this 
destructi(^n reached Bagdad, the terrified cou- 
riers who brought it implored both the caliph's 
and sultan's assistance in the most afiecting 
terms. The inhabitants of that city insisted upon 
immediate relief; indeed, so transported were 
they with grief, and so infdtuated on the occa- 
sion, that they forgot their duty to God, and 
neglected the most solemn fast of Ramadan. 

The Franks, after some time, elated with their 
success, advanced to Tripoli, and laid siege to 
that city, and soon after they took Acca by 
storm : but by a reverse of fortune, two ge- 
nerals of the Franks were defeated by the Mo- 
hammedans in Syria, where they lost ten thou- 
sand men. Tripoli, alter having sustained a 
seven years' siege, in which, the greater part of 
the inhabitants had been destroyed by fatigue, 
famine, and the sword, was obliged to capitu« 
late. This city was at that, time full of IVIoham- 
medans, and contained very many learned men. 
Two years after illie Franks made themselves 
roaster of Saida, and all the coast of/ Syria. A 
dreadful tempest happened in Egypt, which 
filled the air with clouds of dust. The heat was 
excessively great, and the sky was red as fire. 
A species of the aurora borcalis, resem'bling 

flames^ 
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flames^ moved from one part of the hemisj^iere 
to another ; which was followed with so thick 
a darkness as hrd not been known in the memorj 
of man. ■ These strange and surprising pheno* 
mena so terrified many people, that they aban- 
doned their houses, imagining that the day of 
judgment must certainly be at hand. 
M jy. In the 5 1 2th year of the Hegira, the 
. * ' caliph Al Mostadher departed this life al 
Bagdad, in the 25th year of his reign, 
and was succeeded by Al Mostarshed, who, in 
some degree, revived the ancient splendour of 
the caliphate. He would not suffer any dicta- 
tor, but acted for himself. His brother, Abul 
Hasan, aspiring himself to the throne, assembled 
a large body of troops in the Arabian Irak« 
openly revolted against his brother, and claimed 
the title of caliph. The dignity, however, to 
which he aspired was very short-lived. Al Mos- 
farshed came up with him, gave him battle, and 
completely defeated him. Hasan was taken 
prisoner in the action, and was sent to the ca- 
liph, who generously granted him his life, and 
set him at liberty. The same year Baldwin, 
who assumed the title of the king of Jerusalem^ 
marched with a powerful army into Egypt, in 
order to muke himself master of that opulent 
region ; but swimming for his amusement, in 
the Nile, a wound which he had formerly re- 
ceived opened afresh, and could not be healed ; 
this obliged him to return to Jeiusalem, where 
he died. 

A caliph of Bagdad wais now seen at the head 
of his armies, not only exercising an indepen- 
dent authority in the city, but attempting to ex- 
tend it once more over princes, who imagined 

R 2 that 
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that deference was all they owed hino. Al Mos- 
tarshed sent a severe message to Zenki, the ata- 
bfc of the Arabian Irak ; the person who deli- 
vered it, relying on the power and ai'».ority of 
his masler, added several reproaches of his own : 
iuT which insolence Zenki ordered him to be ar* 
rested, ar.d treated him with great indignity. The 
caliph, having received advice of the insult of- 
fered him in the person of his amba<%sador, march- 
ed with an army of thirty thousand men from Bag- 
dad to A! Mawsel, and was met by Zenki, at a 
small distance from the latter of these places ; but 
not being able to oppose the caliph, that prince 
inve.^r^fd the city of Al Mawsel, and afterwards 
besieged it in forra.^ Whilst he pressed t\\e 
place closely without, some traitors within agreed 
10 betray it to him; but they being discover- 
ed and executed, he raised the siege, after he 
had carried it on inei!ectually about three months, 
and returned to Bagdad. About this time the 
repose of the army, as well as of the coyrt 
in Egypt, was disturbed by fiactions; one of 
which was headed by Al Haken's son, who en- 
deavoured to excite the emirs to revolt. The 
soldiers were divided into two powerful parlies, 
some^of them espousing <he tenets of the Son- 
nites, and others those of the Shirites. This di- 
vision occasioned the points in debate between 
those two sects to be controverted amongst the 
troops, already inflamed against one another by 
political broils, with so mu.ch heat, that they 
came to an tngagement, and many on both sides 
were slain. , 

The 529th year of the Hegira proved fatal to 
sullan Toj^rol and the caliph Al Mostarshed ; the 
tunuvr died at Ilaiuadun, and wai reckoned 
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jilst and valiant, good-natured, and liberal, ancf 
did nothing unbecoming a prince. Upon To- 
grol's death., iiis brother Masud, then at Bag- 
dad^ was invited by Im friends at Hamadan to 
repair immediately to that city, in order to as« 
nime the government, and a courier was d^* 
patched to him for that purpose. Masud being 
apprised, in the city of AIra, that the caliph ofi 
fiagdadf in violation of his engagements, had 
ordered his name to be suppressed in the public 
prayers, and deprived of the title and quality of 
sultan, he advanced at the head of a powerful 
army into Arabian Irak, where he was met by 
AI Mostarshed, accompanied by a great nam* 
ber of the principal nobility and lords of his 
court. The twp armies came to a general ac- 
tion, when the caliph's left wing deserted to th« 
wltan ; he was himself surrounded and t^ken, 
whilst his right wing, after a slight opposition, 
fled. After this defeat, Bagdad opened its gaien 
to Masud, without making any resistance. The 
caliph was confined in a tent at Jiome distance 
from the army, where messages past between 
bim and the sultan relating to peace. At length 
it was agreed that Ai Mostarshed should pay 
An annual tribute and remain in Bagdad ; he 
was then permitted to ride on horseback, with 
tfie harness of a horse, in token of honour, car- 
ried before him. He was even upon the point 
•f returning to Bagdad, when intelligence being 
brought of the arrival of an ambassador, the 
people followed Masud to meet him, and among 
^e rest some of those who had the care of the 
caliph. The defenceless condition^f that prince, 
who was now left witl^Out a guard, excitod a 
number of people to rush into his tent and as* 
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sassinate him, by giving him no l^ss tlijin twenty 
wounds. Not satisfied with the perpetration of 
this horrid deed, they barbarously cut off his 
rose and ears, and left him by way of con- 
ten* pt, naked upon the spot. Many believed 
that Masud was at the bottom of this affair, and . 
amused him with the appearance of an accom- 
modation only in order to conceal -his design. 
A\ Mostarshed enjoyed an excellent coftslitution, - 
and is said to have possessed the rare talent of 
expressing much in a few words. He was suc- 
ceeded by his son,^ 
A r\ -Al Rashid, whom Masud obliged to 
' ' enter into an engagement not to revenge 
his father^s death. He signed a deed to 
the following purport: "If ever I raise troops; if 
I quit Bagdad ; if I put to death . any person at' 
tached to sultan Masud, I shall have deposed my- 
self." The expected event soon occurred. Ma- 
sud demanded a sura of money, which he insisted 
the caliph had promised him ; to which the latter 
refused compliance, and recalled the troops from 
the neighbouring provinces to his assistance. 
Masud besieged him in his capital ; dissensions 
arpse between the allies ;, and the pontiff, ex- 
tremely pressed by the enemy, considered him- 
self fortunate in securing his safety by flight. Ma- 
sud entered Bagdad, assembled the judges and 
doctors of the law, and skewed them the writings 
by which Al Rashid had deposed himself. Who 
had been the aggressor, or whether ^iasud had , 
not given the pontiff provocation, was not the 
subject pf enquiry. Ma«ud was the stroiigest; 
and Rashid was deposed by unanimous consent* 
alter reigning but one year. 
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* p. The same aNsembly that had declared 
'' Al^ashid umvorlhy of his exhalted sta- 
' lion, proclaimed Al Moktafi, his uncle lo 
be his successor. As tlits caliph owed his ele* 
vation entirely to Masud, he did not think of 
exercising the least power or authorily. during 
that prince's life, but alter his death he asserted 
hii^ independence, and assumed the reins of au- 
thority, not only in Bagdad but in the greater 
part of Persia and Arabia, which had been sub- 
ject to Masud. 

Masud was^ at the time of his death, about 
forty-five years old, and reigned almost nine- 
teen years. He was a great lover of pious and 
learned men, humble ^nd a0ab!e ; superior to 
all the Seljukian princes Tor religion, clemency, 
and justice. His bravery was also celebrated; 
he is said to have defeated armies at the fjrst 
onset, and to have killed lions with a sjngle 
stroke. He frequently, when a boy, was in bat- 
tles, and fought hand jLo hand with the enemy. 
He always proved victorious in the wars with 
his brothers; the people lived in ease and 
plenty through the whole course of his reign ; 
he disregarded treasures, distributing them among 
his courtiers, which was the reason that he 
was almost always poor. This prince was the 
last of the Sejukian sultans that had any power 
in the Arabian Irak; for upon his decease A\ 
Moktafi deprived them of all authority in the 
city of Bagdad. 

Al Moktafi died after having reigned twenty- 
four years and three months ; fie wa« the first 
that reigned in the Arabian Irak without a sul- 
tan, and governed his alrraies as well as his sub« 
jccts according to his own wil)^ sincip the time 
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thai the Maatc uke or Turkish mililia began to 
di ^pose ot every thing in the caliphate, and con- 
sequently to deprive of their just authority the 
successors of Mohimmed under Al Montaser. 
It appears that A I Moktafi recovered almost all 
that sultan Ma^^ud had possessed himself of in 
the mountainous parts of the Persian Irak ; and 
that no considerable tumults or commotions dis- 
turbed his repose during the remainder of his 
prosperous reit(n. 

About this period many violent shocks of aq 
earthquake were felt in Syria, and which extend- 
4sd as far as Tripoli and Antioch, by which an 
incredible number of people perished under the 
ruins of the sev;?ral towns that were destroyed. 
A school fell down at Kama while the mas- 
ter was out on some particular business, and 
crushed to pieces all the scholars ; and as none 
of their parents came afterwards to enquire for 
any of them, it is probable that they all likewise 
shared the same fate. When this shock happen- 
ed at Shaizar, the saheb of that place was cir« 
cumcising his child, and a great number of peo- 
ple was assembled to witness the ceremony, one 
of whom only escaped, when the house was 
thrown dowr, and he was killed by the kick of a 
horse as he attempted to go out. of the gate. We 
find also, that Mohammed,' surnamed Gayalht 
oddin, died about this time. He is reported td 
have quitted life with extreme regret, so much 
so, that, before he expired, he ordered his troopsi 
his court, and all his treasures, to pass before him^ 
as it were, in a view ; and, after he had consi* 
dered all tliese things, said, " EJow is it possible 
that a power so formidable as mine is not able to 
diminish the weight of my disorder one. single 

grain;. 
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grain, nor to prolong my life only lor a moment." 
He then concluded his reflection- with the follow- 
ing remarkable words : "Unhappy is the person 
who spends his time in amassing those things 
which l>e ipust leave, and does not make the 
principal object of regard that Being in wljom all 
thfhgs are to be found." 

The caliph, Al Mokta/>> appointed his son 
Yusef to succeed him a little before his death ; 
but one of his concubines, by whom he had a 
son, surnamed Abu Ali, formed a design to as- 
sassinate Yusef, during the caliph's last illness ; 
hoping, by that means, to advance -her son to 
that supreme dignity. For this purpose, she 
armed a great number of the women of the pa- 
lace with knives, and hired them to kill him 
when he went to visit his father. The conspi- 
racy being discovered to Yusef by a little eu- 
nuch, whom he constantly sent to enquire after 
the old cali{h^< health, and who ohce, on his 
return, saw them with knives in their hands, he 
immediately put on a coat of mail, took his 
sword in his hand, and went directy to ihe im- 
perial palace. This he no sooner entered than 
the women attacked him ; but he defended him- 
self so bravely, that he put them to flight. Abu 
AH and his mother, who both fell into his hands, 
he caused te bq imprisoned; but the female as- 
sassins he treated in a more rigorous mannert 
some of them were publicly executed, and others 
- y. thrown into the Tigris. Al Moktafi, dy- 
1 \Rn' *"^* Yusef was saluted caliph, and as- 
sumed the surname of Al Mostanjed. . 
Several years prior to his decease, Al Moktafi 
had declared his son A I Mostanjed his successor, 
who imuiedialely mounted the throne, and go- 
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verncd peaceably for eleven years. That hb 
was the reign of justice, the following anecdote 
will prove. A n»an being convicted of calumnjr, ^ 
was sent by him to" prison. One of his nobles ok* ^ 
fered to give him two thousand pieces of gold 
coin for his release ; to which the caliph replied, 
"Put another man, guilty of the same crime, ia 
my f)ower, and I will give you ten thousand: 
for I am extrem-Iy anxious to clear my domi- 
nions of these pests of society." 

In tlie 358th year of the Hegira, Shawer w« 
advanced to the high office of visir, in which he 
had scarcely been three days, when he was joined 
by a great number of Arabs and soldiers, who " 
flocked to him from the western parts of Eg)'pt, < 
and other places, especially in the 'desert, inso» - 
much, that- he found himself at the he^d of » 
large army consisting of more than ten thousand 
horse. The Arabs, addicted to repine, and ao- 
cuslomed to robbery, he detached in different 
parties, to ravage and plunder all the land* be^ 
longing to those who persisted in their attach- 
ment to Ebn Takay, giving them the spoil that 
they should acquire on this occasion, that tlx^ 
might be the more acptive in their depredations. 
The Arabs, animated by this concession, ^wc- 
cuted Shawer's orders with great alacrity and 
success; who, thereupon, pursued his iHafch 
almost to the very gales of Al Kahirah and Mcsr^ 
and there encamped. Takay and his friends 
were so terrified at Shawer's approacli, that they 
immediately abandoned the metropolis, taking 
care, however, to conceal their most valuable 
jewels in a bag under the saddle of his horse, ■ 
and then Hed into the desert with the atmost 
precipitation. Here falling into the hands of 
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the ArabSf be was stripped, plundered, and led 
naked, where he remained till he almost perished 
with hunger and cold. Being, however, at last 
Lnown, Yakub, the Arab emir, commanded him 
b be brought into his tent, and to be conducted 
Brom thence under an escort to Shawer at Al 
ICahirah. Here he was received as a friend, had 
proper apartments assigned him in the visir's 
palace, and was attended by some of* his own 
domestics. Indeed, Shawer, who had succeeded 
him in the post of viiir, and assumed the (ille of 
the commander of the armies, frequently con- 
ferred with him, and invited him to his table; 
but, being some time after accused of meditating 
1 flight, and of exciting the Egyptians to a re- 
voh, he was thrown into irons^ which, endea- 
vouring to file off, Shawer*s son entered the place 
of his confinement^ and, to the regret of his fa- 
ther, who was not privy to the atiair, immedi- 
ately cut o(F his head. Shawer had not been 
long possessed of the supreme authority before 
Al Dargam, an officer of rank, endeavoured to 
drive hira from the^ Fatimile caliph's councils, 
and at last, after a decisive action, (jbliged him 
to fly into Syria. Here he implored the assist- 
ance and protection of Nuroddin, promising to 
remit him the third part of the annual revenue 
of Egypt, if he would march a formidable army 
into ihat country, and re-instate him in the im- 
portant office of visir. In the mean time, Al 
Dargani assumed the government of the Fati- 
mite empire. As for Shawer, after his arrival 
at Damascus, he lived with Nuroddin, and was 
treated by him with uncommon marks of respect. 
Nuroddin was a mosi implacable enemy of the 
Christians^ and Shawer, in order to biiig him^ 

into' 
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into his views, informed him that the Fratik* 
had penetrated into Egypt, and made a considcr- 
aKle progress in the conquest of that opulent 
counlry, and Iherelbre begged that he would send 
an army, not only to expel ihenn from thence, but 
to re-instate him in the office of visir. To this 
he agreed, and, in a pitched battle, he entirely 
defeated the Franks, having killed a prodigioas 
number of men, and taken a multitude of pri* 
soners. Al Dargam and h^s brother were &lso 
put to the sword, and Shawer had now no com- 
petitor to dispute with him the post of visir. 
About the same lime, Al Esfahani died; his 
corpse was carried by Nuroddin's general and 
faithful friend, through Mecca to Medina, where 
he desired to be interred. Persons ware ap- 
pointed to attend the body, and proclaim prayers 
in every town they came to, for the repose of^tlie 
deceased's soul. Upon their arrival at Mecca/ 
tlie body wa^ carried round, the Caaba ; from 
thence it was conveyed to Medina, and deposited 
in a little chapel, built by himself for that pur* 
])ose, at no great distance ft om the tomb of the 
prophet. 

In the next vear, Nuroddin took from the 
Franks their strongest castle in Syria, which was 
at no great distance from Tripoli. A short time 
previously to this, Shawer had concluded a treaty- 
with the Franks, which alarmed Nuroddin> being 
afraid that it would enable the Christians to make 
themselves masters of Egypt, He sertt, therefore, 
Sliairacuh, with a body of two thousand horse, 
into that country ; and he was attended by Sala- 
din, his nephew, much against his inchnation. 
Siiawcr, having been joined by the Franks, pjit 
hia)self at the liead of the combined army» went 

in 
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in <|uest of the enemy, and at last came up with 
Ut<ein, when a sharp engagement ensued, which 
ended in the defeat of Shawer, and the Franks. 
This victory put a large district of country into 
Sbairacuh's hands, and facilitated the reduction 
of Alexandria, before which he presented him- 
self. Here he left his nephew Saladin with a 
proper garrison, and then advanced with his 
forces towards A I Said, A Her his departure, 
the enemy shut up Saladin in Alexandria, and 
kept him closely besieged for the space of three 
Qionths. Shairacuh, therefore, returned, in or- 
der to force the -Franks and Egyptians to rai>;e 
the ^iege, upon which a negociation was set on 
foot, and an accommodation was effected be- 
tween the contending powers. The Egyptians 
retook possession of Alexandria, and a i/ew con- 
vention was signed between them and the Franks, 
the principal articles of which were, that the 
Franks should receive annually, out of the reve- 
nues of Egypt, one hundred thousand dinars, 
9i)d that they jhould be allowed to have a gai- 
rbon with a commandant at Al Kahira. 

Two years after, the Franks, having taken 
Belbeis, and having grown superior to the, Mo- 
hammedans in Egypt, Nuroddtn sent a lar^e 
army to drive them froni thence. After the 
Franks had carried the city oF Belbeis by storm, 
they advanced to Al Kahira, which they invest- 
ed and laid siege to. Shawer, the Fatimite ca-- 
Jiph^s visir, had set on fire thd ancient city of 
Me-ir, and ordered afl the inhabitants to go to 
Al Kahira before the Franks appeared in the 
neiglbourhood of that place. Shawer, who had 
failed in the performarice of his engagements, 
by not remitting to Nuroddin the third part of 
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the public revenues of Egypt, waited «very &y 
upon Shairacui), made iiim large promises, and 
endeavoured lo excuse his shameful conduct' 
He likewise expressed the highest regard foe 
Shairacuh, Saladin, and a!i Nuroddin's, other 
generals, though he had formed a design to in* 
vite them t» a splendid entertainment^ in ordef 
that he might secure all (heir persons. But this 
soon transpiring, they, willing, to be before hand 
with him, seized him, and were conducting LiiA 
to Shairacuh, who was that morning gone upoB 
a visit to Al Shafei^s tomb, and his servantij 
seeing what had happened to their master, im* 
mediately made thfir escape. After which, b« 
was brought, bound, to Shaifacuh, which, is 
soon a< the caliph knew, he dispatched a messen* 
ger, lo demand his head, which was immcdiateljr 
cut oil* by Shairacuh's orders, and sent him with* 
out delay. Shairacuh iraix.ediatcly succeeiled to 
the high office of visir, and Shawer's head was 
lixed upon the point of a spear, and carried 
through liic streets of the city. When Shairacuh, 
however, entered the metropolis, both the popu- 
lace and soldiery rose upon him, and attacked lum 
with unparalleled iury ; upon which, in order 
to pacity them, he cried out, "The- caliph has 
given you all the immense treasures that Shawer 
hus amassed.'' This declaration diverted their 
rage : they drove to SLawer's palace, plundered 
it, and stript it of every thing valuable, ivhile 
Shairacuh was now received every where with 
loud acclamations, and ail possible dcmonttra- 
tions of joy. Shawer 's son lived as a private 
person in the palace to tbe time of his death ; .so 
Shairacuh enjoyed the high dignity to which he 
had been advanced^ without opposition or dread 
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4>fa competitor. Nevertheless, the authority lie 
iiad acquired was not of any considerable dura- 
tion: he died in the course of tvwo months, and 
"wras succeeded in that high employment by Sa- 
ladin. 

When Saladin had secured to himself the 
charge of visir, and found himself master of the 
caliphate of Egypt, he distributed all the im* 
nense treasures which had been accumulated 
among the emirs and the troops : by this instance 
of liberality, he entirely gained their affections ; 
lie likewise abstained from wine and gaming, to 
mrhich he had been extremely addicted ; and, in 
ordet to ex|>iale his former crimes, he resolved 
to enter apun a holy W3r» and aitem{iied to drive 
the Christians out of the Mohanunedao territo- 
jries. He also circumvented and cut ofi* the com- 
mander of the blacks, or negroes^ that guarded 
the imperial palace, and garrisoned the citadel 
of A\ Kahirahy putting, after a desperate en- 
gagei;nent, the greatest part of those troops to 
the sword. That officer, though an eunuch, was 
.» person of uncommon resolution and magnani- 
mity, and, for some time, singly opposed the 
power of the new visir. The destruction of this 
corps opened a passage for Saladin into the 
castle, who, thereupon, appointed a white eu«. 
luich commandant of that place, and assigned 
bim a proper garrison lor its defence. Saladin, 
being thus master of Kgxpt, begged N^ioddin 
%vould send his father and iamilv, then at Da- 
mascus, to him, which request binng granted, 
upon iheir arrival in I'gypt, he treated them 
■with uncommon . mark.^ ol* distinction, made 
tbem many rich presents, and settled upon them 
lands and possessions of very considerable value. 
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The following jear proved fortunate and pros- 
perous to the new visir, whose power still in- 
creased in Egypt. The Franks iormed a siege 
of Damjata^ which, as they had a great train of 
military engines with them, ilyey carried on, for 
some time, with extraordinary vigofcw. How- 
ever, Saladin, having taken care to furnish the 
place with a numerous garrison, and to supply 
it copiously with all kinds of provisions and mi- 
iitary stores, the besiegers were obliged to aban- 
don the enterprise, and retire, afier Uiey had Iain 
before the town fifty-four days, and sustained a 
very considerable loss. But, though ill success* 
attended their armies in Egypt, they reduced 
the castle of Accara in Syria, and loaded the 
commander with chains. Nuroddin, in order 
to make a diversion in his favour, besieged Al 
Carak in Arabia Fetrrea, though without effiect; 
ibr a strong body of Franks advancing out of 
Palestine for the relief of that fortress, he thought 
fit to decamp, without venturing a battle. About 
this time, an earthquake made dreadful havodc 
in Syria, Aleppo and several other towns bein|^ 
almost entirely destroyed by the violence of the 
shocks. 

The next year, Monslanjed, the caliph of Bag- 
dad, departed this life ; his death was occasioned 
in the following manner : having commanded 
his physician to write in his name to (tie visir, to 
order him to affix to a gibbet, erected for that 
pur])c)se, the prefect of the palace, and another 
officer, the physician, knowing that his roaster 
was at the point of death, shewed them the let- 
ter. Perceiving their fate, therefore, to be in* 
evitable, if the caliph recovered, they entered 
bis apartment, attended by some of their friends, 
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earned him 9^* bv force, an i shut hini up in 9 
haAJ}, where^ in a short time, he e:<pired. 

The same day that A I Mostanjed was * j^ 
asttassinatedy his son A\ Mo^tadi was pro- * ' 
claimed and acknowledged bv the officers ' . ' 
of the palace, and the chieF nobles of ihe court, 
to the great joy of the people, who were no stran- 
gers to his many virtues ; nor were their expec* 
tations disappointed ; for, hke his father, he was 
eminent for his lovfe of justice; and, in his un- 
bounded charity even surpa«cd him. This year 
Saladin made an irruption inio the territories of 
the Franks^ penetrated as far as Askalon and A I 
Kamla, in Palestine, which, for some time, he 
f>Iocked up, and then moved towards the fron- 
tiers of Egypt. He afterwards besieged Aila, 
Vrhich be took by storm, and gave up to his 
froops to be plundered. With the last exploit 
he fini;«»hed the campaign, and, at the conclusion 
of it, returned home. The same year proved 
fatal to the Faliroite empire in Egypt. Nurod- 
din, who was a great favorer of the Sonniles, 
having been informed that Saladin was absolute 
master of the kingdom of Egypt, he ordered him 
to issue an edict, enjoining an omission of the 
name of the caliph Al Aded in tiie public prayers, 
and requiring the Egyptiuns to mention, in the 
room of it J that of A I Mostadi| the caliph of * 
Bagdad. In answer to Nuroddin*s letter, Sala- 
din wrote him word, that, as the Egyptians 
were, for the most part, followers ^f Ali, he 
was afraid such a step would occa>ion an insur- 
rection, and prove extremely prejudicial to his 
affairs in Egj-pt, But Nuroddin informed Sala- 
din that his order wa< peremptory, and that he 
would be obeyed The name of Al Aded was 
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accordingly omitted, and that of Al Mo^tadi 
substituted in the nnosques throughout the Egyp- 
tian territories, in the time of divine service. 
The deposed caliph w-as, however, sick at the 
time when this resolution took place, and expired 
without having even heard of it. Al Aded was 
no sooner dead than Saladin occupied the impe- 
rial palace^ and took poitsession of all the im- 
mense treasures ; among which was a library, 
which is said to have contained no less than one 
hundred thousand volumes, bound, and written 
in the most beautiful manner. These he distri- 
buted among as msuiy of the doctors of the law, 
and other learned men, as had occasion to con- 
sult them. Thus ended the empire of the Fad- 
mite caliphs in Africa, after ^it had continued 
about two hundred and seventy years. The 
princes that formed this dynasty were Shiites> 
who asserted that Abu Taleb was the first law- 
ful caliph and imam, and maintained that tjie 
supreme authority, both in spirituals and tem- 
porals, belonged to his descendants. They even 
deduced their origin from Ali himself, and Faw 
tima, the daughter of Mohammed ; and, in con- 
sequence of these pretensions, assumed the name 
of Fatimitcs : they also styled jthcmselves Ima- 
iniams, and Imams, intimating that they were 
descended in a right line from the head of that 
family which alone supplied the Mahommedan 
world with true and rightlul imams. 

They bore an implacable hatred to the caliphs 
of the house of Al Abbas, whom they considered 
as intruders and usurpers, and not in the least 
related to the family of Mohammed. Ait Mu- 
roddin was a zealous Sonnite, and entertaintd 
the highest regard fur the caliphs at Bagdad, it 
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k ro wonder that the aboliiion of the caliphate 
of Egypt should have been his principal object. 
Besides, he was probably influenced not only by 
religious, but by political motives; he might 
injagine that nothing would so much contribute 
to the humiliation of the Franks, who were then 
groN^n formidable, as a re-union of Mussuiii^en 
under onf c mmon head. 

As soon as the news of the abolitipn pf the F^- 
timite caliphate in E^ypt arrived at Bagdad, 
and it was known that the c^ljph AI Mostadi 
wa** prayed for throughout all the {Egyptian pro- 
vinces, public rejoicings, foF several days, were 
made in that capital. In him were re- united 
the legitimate power of the Mussulmen sovereign 
pontiff, by the abolition of the caliphate of the 
Fatimite caliphs of Egypt. He had no concern 
in this revolution, which was effected by the 
conflicts between the nobles, who, aspiring, to 
the sovereignty, endeavoured to acquire a right 
to it in the sight of the people. By refusing the 
investiture of the caliph of Bagdad, they them- 
selves ceased to be caliphs. Such was the fa- 
mous Saladin, who was contemporary with A I 
Mostadi. Many other chiefs of tribes, generals 
of armies, warriors, and conquerors, flourished 
al-iO in his reign. He extricated himself, with 
singular address, frorh a dangerous sedition, ex- 
cited by Kimar, his general, who hated the visir, 
and had determined to put him to death. On 
arriving at hjs house, which he immediately in« 
vested by the troops under his command, he 
found that the visir had escaped, and taken re- 
fuge in the caliph^s palace. Kimar, persisting, 
in Jiis intention, led on his forces towards the 
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imperial residence, attended by a great coifn 
course of the populace. Al Mostadi appeared 
on the balcony^ aud, addressing the multitude^ 
said, " You witness the audacity of Kimar, who. 
has eVen the temerity to brave me in my palace. 
As a "punishment for his offence, I give you all 
his treasures." The crowd, hearing that plun- 
der was. permitted them, turned eagerly towards 
Kimar's house, followed by the soldiery, who 
hastened to defend it. By this expedient^ the 
insurrection was quelled, and the iife of the visir 
saved. A I Mostadi was thirty years old at his 
deaths and had reigned ten, / 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Empire of the Arabs, viidtr the House of Al Albas, 

coiitinited, 

AL Mostadi's death was r.o sooner pub- a pj 
Vicly known, than the grandees and . '' 
principal citizens off Bat: dad were pre- 
▼liled on to take the oaih -oi aih-^iance to A\ 
Kaser, his son. That prince wa^i inaugurated 
b state, and universally acknowledged caliph. 
He then sent tjie pateiit of invcNtitiire, and otlier 
•tisigns of royalty, (o Saladin, constiiutinj; him, 
^y those presents, the prime minister. The de- 
feat he had received from ihi-. Frank-; in 57S, 
together with the plague and fan.ir.e tl:at rnged 
tl>e foliowii.^ year, ha'l j^revcnted him from «if'.- 
<^taking any enterpri-c: but in the yrar 578 
^ set out from A\ Kaiiidaii tor Datnascri^. 
^pon hi^ arrival, he \\d> ii.formed, that li^e 
Saheb of Al Maw^a! had >c*ht an emba^^y to il c 
]fn«iks, in order to solicit their a-M.-tai/.i, ar.i 
^Mgate them to a rupture with hirr.. He tli»*.'.'- 
fere came to a resolution to chasiiic thiU piiiue 
far his infraction of :he tale treaty, aud oven 
to make himself ma-^ter, ii {.o-isible, ri V.U capi- 
talf ihat the iVIussuhnen, bflnjj uniied ur.dir 
Wie chief n)i;^ht be ihcrehy enabled to ad n:(MV 
vigorously agamst the fianks. The Sa'»^b t>f 
Aleppo, having received iniclligence of U.o Sui- 
taj»*s design, and of hi"* great inilit:ir\ propAr::- 
lic*% dispatched an expre-> to Al ^!.u^svl, l.) 
apprise his brother of tho siorm i* ' "'^ ga- 
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thering, and to advise him to put bimself into a 
posture oF defence without delay. In the meaii 
time, Saladin, with a numerous army, presented 
himself before Aleppo, and invested ;that city. 
He was, however, after several days, spent in* 
effectually in endeavouring to carry the plaoej, 
forced to abandon it. Soon after, the city of 
Ahmed, in Mesopotamia, surrendered to him^ 
after a siege of eight days. He then advanced Co 
Jordan, passed that river, laid Beizan in ashes,. 
drove the Franks out of the field, and formed 
the siege of Al Carac; but, the place being de« 
fended by a numerous garrison, he found him- 
self obliged to abandon the siege, and return to 
Damascus. He had not been long in that capi- 
tal, when he commanded his son, Al Thaher, (o 
leave Aleppo, and repair immediately to Da- 
mascus. Before the close of the year^ embassiei 
came to Saladin from all parts of the world*, 
particularly from Sanjar Shah, the Saheb of Al 

Jazira, and the prince of Arbel, who d^red to 
e admitted into the number of his confederates 
and friends ; which favor having obtained, thej 
returned to their respective courts. . 

In a short time afler, Saladin assembled both 
the Syrian and Egyptian forces, in order jonco 
more to attempt the reduction of Al Carac. Ho 
soon began to batter it with military engines^ 
and attacked it with the utmost vigour. Tho 
Franks, receiving advice that the Mussulmen 
had opened the campaign with the siege of Al 
Carac, marched to Al VValih, a place not far 
from that fortress, and there encamped. As A^ 
Carac, in a great measure, cut off the cornmu-^ 
nication between Syria and Egypt, Saladin was 
determined^ at all events, if possible, to carry it* 



UNDER THE CALIPHS. 20J 

he therefore made the necessary dispositions for 
an engagement^ being resolved, if an opportu- 
nity otfered, to give them battle; which, howr- 
cver, finding impracticable^ he penetrated into 
Palestine, took several towns, ravaged the neigh- 
bouring tt;ack, put many of the inhabitants to 
the sword, and carried a vast number of them 
into Captivity. He also possessed himself of Ja- 
nin, a little town near tl«e banks of the Jordan, 
find penetrated to Sebaste, where John the Bap- 
tist's body is supposed to have been deposited. 
Here he released some Mohammedan prisoners, 
V'ho had been thrown into irons by the Franks, 
and then returned to Damascus. 

The 583d year of the Hegira proved extreme- 
ly unfortunate, and even almost fatal to the 
Franks. Saladin advanced, at the head of a 
body of troops, to Al Carac, in order to block 
lip that place, and protect the caravan of pil- 
grims going to Mecca. He also sent a large 
'Uetachment to ravage the district of Acca, and 
all the adjacent track. The Franks, receiving 
intelligence of what had happened, and beir;g 
determined to give Saladin battle, immediately 
fluitted their camp, and advanced towards the 
Sultan, .who, having left a body of troops to 
keep the citadel blocked up, led his men with 
ilie same ardour to meet them half way. Both 
armies facing each other, a most bloouy conflict 
ensued ; but the night preventing victory from 
' d<iclaring on either side, the fight was renewed 
next morning with greater fury than before: 
nor could the most vigorolis efforts of both ar- 
mi *s decide the dispute in less than ihree days ; 
a: the end of which the Mohammedans, 'ani- 
mated by despair, and hemmed in on every side 

I V^l 



204 EMPIRE OF TIII^A&ABSf 

by the enemy, and the Jordan, entirely defeated 
the Franks, and gained a most glorious vidorj. 
Tiie saheb o^ Tripoli, who had been prevailed 
upon to join the Franks, in open violation o( 
the solemn treaty of alHance he had concluded 
with the sultan, charged the Mussiiimen in front, 
but was so warmly received, that he soon fled 
with precipitation: and, being eargerly pursued 
by a detaolmieiit of the Monamraedan forces, 
all the people ihut attended him were cut off to 
a man, and he alone escaped to Tripoli, where 
he was afterwards seized with a pleurisy, and 
died. A prodigious number of tiie Franks were 
killed in the aclion and the pursuit. A body of 
them, however, found means t«- retire to the 
top of a neighbouring hill ; but, being surround- 
ed by a detachment of the sultan's troops, wlio 
set fire to a wood into which they had fled for 
shelter, and almost dead with thirst, were obb'ged 
to surrender at discretion. Some were barba- 
rously butchered by the Mussulmen, and others 
thrown into irons ; among whom was the king 
of Jerusalem. With such terror were the Franks 
struck on this occasion, that one of Saladin's 
men took thirti/ of them prisoners, having tied 
them together with t!ie cord of his tent. After 
the action, Saladin seated himself in a magnifi* 
cent lent, erected for that purpose, and placed 
tl.e king of Jerusalem at his right hand, and 
Arnold, llie saticb of Al Carac, on his lefl. He» 
then drank to the former of these princes, at that 
time ready to expire with thirst, and offered him 
a cup of snow-water, which he thankfully re^ 
ceived, and immediately drank to the latter. 
But here the sultan interrupted him with some 
vvaraUh, saving, '*! will not suffer 'this rogue 

to 
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to drink, as that, according to the goneroiif; cus- 
tom of the Arabs vvould secure to him his life." 
Then, turning to the salieb of Al Carac, he 
gave him very opprobrious language, and re- 
proached him wilh ihe expedition he had under- 
taken against the two sacred cities of Mecca 
and Medina. He Hk^wise accused him of u(ter« 
ing the most virulent language against Moham- 
med, and of being guilty of a great efTusion of 
blood : notwithstanding which outrages, fie told 
the saheb, he would spare him if he would be- 
come a convert to Islamism. Tliis, however, 
he rejected, and the sullan immediately drew 
his scymitar, and struck oti' his Iiead. The king 
of Jerusalem, terrilied at the sight, expected to 
meet with the same fate ; but Saladin raised his 
drooping spirits, by assuring him he had nothing 
to fear, for that it did not become kings to kill 
their brethren. The Franks being thus over- 
thrown, and totally dispersed, the sultan attack- 
ed the city of Tiberias, and took it by capitu- 
lation : from thence he moved towards Acca, 
which, after a short siege, he reduced. Here he 
found four thousand Mohammedan prisoners in 
chains, whom he instantly released. From Ac'c;i 
he inarched to Tebnin, a fortress of considerable 
strength on the road to Sidon, which was taken 
by .assault, alter it had sustained' a siege of si)C 
days. About this time, the marquis of Mont- 
serrat arrived in a Christian vessel at Acca, not 
knowing the Mussulmen were in possession of 
that place : the commandant at Acca miglit 
have easily seciy*ed the person of tliis nobleman, 
but, letting the opportunity slip, the marquis 
escaped to Tyre, and put himself at the head ol 
the Christian Ibrces assembled in Uiat city, ^^ hich 
Vo I, X, T gcvrd.\\>j 
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greatly contributed to the success that attended 
t^ie arms of the Franks some years afterwards. 
Tiie next place of strength attacked by Saladin 
was Askalon, which, after a siege of fbuiteen 
days, he made himself master of. About the 
same time, the troops possessed themselves of 
several other towns in the same quarter. He 
then led hi* army against Jerusalem ; the inha- 
bitants of which were allowed to capitulate, and 
leave the holy city, upon condition that every, 
man should pay the sultan ten dinars, every 
woman five, and every infant two.' Those that 
paid the stipulated sums were escorted by a de- 
tachment of the sultan's troops to Tyre, but 
tlie others were thrown into irons. The sultan 
had no sooner occupied Jerusalem, than some of i 
his men took down a cross, overlaid with gold, 
from the sacred rock, perhaps Mount Calvaty; 
upim which the skies were rent by such a cry as 
had never before been heard. 

The Franks, who had defended Jerusalem, 
and the other towns and fortresses taken by Sa- 
ladin, having retreated to Tyre, formed a very 
numerous body of troops in that city. This 
proved not only the preservation of Tyre, but 
assisted them m- the re-establlsiiment of their 
aHkirs. They laid siege to Acca, which, al- 
tliough it resisted for a long time, at length ca- 
pitulated. After the reduction of Acca, the 
king of England marched, with his army, to 
besiege Askalon ; and the sultan finding him- 
self not in a condition to make head against the 
king, who had already taken some of his strong 
towns, and obliged him to dismantle others, be- 
gan seriously to think of peace, which was at 
ic/igth concluded b^Vw^en Ihcm, 

Th* 
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The sultan, having now no further occasion 
for his troops, whom he araply rewarded wiih. 
lunds and possessions, for the faligue they had 
'sustained in his service, disbanded those (hat 
had been sent into quarters of cantonment, a^d 
permitted tliem to occupy the lands that had 
been assigned them.^ Receiving advice that the 
Eogiish fleet, having king Richard on board, 
bad sailed for Earope, he proposed to visit all 
the maritime forces, and then repair to Damas- 
cus. Scarcely, however, iiad he arrived at that ^ 
city, when he was attacked by a bilious fever; 
which, in a few days, carried him off. From 
Che beginning of his -illness, the sultan had been 
attended by some religious siieiks or other, who 
was employed in reading portions of the Koian 
to him ; but Jaafar, the imam of the temple, 
^jamous (or his sanctity, who was called in to 
assi&thim in his last moments, coming to a pas* 
fiage of the Koran, in which the divine unity 
and omniscience were asserted, the prince, who 
was then at the point of departure, suddenly 
started up and said, ** This is inost true.*' He' 
died a little after the morning prayer was ended, 
and no sooner was the meridian service over, 
than the corpse was prepared tor interment. Pro- 
digious numbers of people crowded iiito the 
castle, to pray for the repose of his soul ; and a 
little before evening prayer, the same day, he 
was buried in the place where he died. 

This great conqueror was, at the time' of his 
death, about fifty-seven years of age ; he passed 
for one of the best and bravest princes, whose 
actions have been transmitted to posterity by the 
Mohammedan writers. As a demonstration of his 
Uber^itv, he gi^ve away to his soldiers and^oHicers 
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no less than twelve thousand horses, whilst he lay 
in caiDp in the plains of Area, besides refunding 
the money expended on others that were wound- 
ed in battle; and only one dinar, and forty- 
seven dirhems, were found in the treasury 'after 
his decease. We are told, that he was likewise 
a most religious prince; that he observed all 
the stated times of devotidh, though he never 
prayed alone, but always either ih the mosque 
or the camp. When he had any enterprise in 
view, before he' entered upon it, he constantly 
implored the divine assistance' and protection. 
He has, however, been blamed for giving no 
prefer nee to one day abote another. To give 
some sort of idea of his patience, and conni- 
vance at the ofl'ences of the people about him, it 1 
may be remarked, that once a Mameluke throw* { 
in^ a shoe at another, that had almost struck | 
the sultan, he turned his face another way, that 
he might not be obliged to reprehend the of- 
fender. On another occasion, when he had 
called five times for water, and was still ne- 
glected by his attendants, he only said, •* O my 
friends and companions, I am almost dead with 
thirst."' He is said to have erected and endowed 
colleges and hospitals, and to have built cara- 
vansaries for the reception of strangers and tra- 
vellers, and mosques in the principal cities of 
his dominions. He generally appeared in a 
woollen vest, and was extremt?ly temperate, or . 
rather abstemious in his diet. He had an utter 
aversion to the professors of every religion, and, 
indeed, of every sect of Mohammedism, except 
that to which he himself was attached. He 
held philosophers, poets, aVid other men of lel- 
C<Jrs, in contempt, but he was an encourager of 

logicians, 
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logicians^ metaphysicians, and divines. • This 
dispositipn endeared him to the bigots of his 
own sect ; one of whom, in deploring the death 
of his hero, made^use of the following terms :-^ 
«'ln the fail of the Sultan fell the best and 
bravest of men; valour itself expired; munifir 
cenoc was dried up; every species of enmity and 
injustice gushed out in its roon) ; all the advan* 
tages and conveniencies of life vvere broken off; 
heaven was covered with thick clouds ; the age 
was deprived of its PJioenix ; its only sultan ; Mo- 
hammedism has Ipst its firm support." 

Saladin was so much regretted by his sub- 
jects^ of all fanks and denominations^ that there 
was a general mourning for him in every part ' 
of his extensive dominions. Al Malec, his eldest 
son, who succeeded him in Syria, received, for 
three days, the compliments of condolence in the 
palace, and then sent advice of his father^s de- 
cease to his elder brothers, who were in Egypt 
and Aleppo. Al Malec, to whom the principal 
officers of the court had taken the oath of alle- 
giance, as his father's successor, a day or two 
before the sultan expired, forbade the poets to 
repeat any verses, and the orators and preachers 
to exercise their eloquence on this melancholy 
occasion ; but his younger brothers, who were 
then with him, rent the air with their cries and 
lamentations. A division was made of the most 
considerable provinces and cities of his empire 
among the princes of his family, and the chief 
commanders of his troops were amply re- 
warded. 

Thus we see that the reign of A I Naser is 
chiefly celebrated for th^ exploits of Saladin, 
and also for the part which was taken in the 
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most en ill usi attic war which di>iin^i 
c-ru^iades. U it likewise remarkable 
irrupiiuna pf tlic Moguls inio ihe Moha 
docninions, wliiili prepared the way loT 
UnwU o( the reiiuwtiL-d Jcngliis Klian 
,599lh year ot the Hegiia may be giv< 
date to llie cuinnieDct'ment uf the empi 
Ali'^uli under ihis prince. He had 
diilriliood been eiigsged in the service 
or Wanjj J staled by Arab writers kit 
bu[ by European travellers he is calle. 
John. Having di>tiiiguislictl himselt ot 
otcasioiis agaih'-l that prince's eneipies, 
cite.I tlie envy of his principal courtier 
i>l ivliom ciliimnialed liiu lo liis sovereij 
at their iii.'ttgaiioii, resulveii. to throw 
ironi: ot lAhiili design, being apprised 
bovs, or slaVL's, lie left liU tcnis lilandinj 
and pti'ted a body of troops in ambusi 
tvards tlie middle of lliu iiiglil, at a t 
lance fruni them ; wbicli, with Jengliis 
tlitir head, rusliing out upiin a. pa[ty of I 
Mildiers »lio, ihe iie\t inorninj^ entered 
doned.lenl!!, and having killed the grc 
■of them, p(,l Ihe rf*t lo Dight. T* 
Iiapp[:ned near a well or fuim^ain called 
Several baitle^i were afterwards fought 
iliem, which piovci! fatal lolhe king, ai 
Ins wli.,le trtniily were carried into cupliv 
coni]ueror. The nvo slaves, to whom 
hn.pre-iervalion, hu lionoufed i|i a irer' 
'-" inanner. lie enacted a taw in the 
(lie benelus of which were Ip txtent 
latest posterity ; by wl.id. llicy, as we 
descendants, 'wer/ exempted from : 
jH-ruuHfid lo enjoy all the plunder ih 
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acquire in tlie war, without being obliged to 
resign any part of it to the Khan ; and allowed 
to appear before him without asking le^ve; and 
rendered incapable of being punisht^d with death 
even for capital crimes. The chief of those who 
had adhered to him he made general officers, 
and principal lords of his court. As a parti- 
cular tribe of the Moguls^ named Aviratheans^ 
iiad exerted themselves mor&lhan any others of 
that nation in his favour^ he permitted their 
leading men to contract a perpetual alliancegby 
intermarriages with his own family. In the 
■mean time, a certain Mogul khan, or emir, call* 
ed Tubt Taneri, who had spent several days in 
traversmg deserts and mountains, barefoot and 
naked, in the middle of winter, returned to the 
victor's campi protesting, that God had de- 
jclared to him, " I have given the whole earth 
to Tamujin and his posterity, and have named 
him Jenghis Khan." In consequence of which 
declaration it was, that he assumed tlie name of . 
Jenghis Khan ; . . and gteat crowcis of people 
joined him from all quarters. Being now ar- 
rived to a superior degree of power, he dis* 
patched messejigers to all the Turki!;h tribes, 
l-equiring their submission, and an immediate 
recognitiol) of his authority. Those who paid a 
proper regard to this requisition he treated as 
friends, and the others in a difierent manner. 
The four sons, whom he had by the most noble 
^f bis wives', he appointed to preside over the 
affairs of his empire; assigning to each of them 
a particular department tor this purpose, Th6 
eldest had the management and direction of 
every thing relative to hunting, which the Mo- 
g^ls hold In the highest esteem* committed to 
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his care« On the second of these sons was com 
ferred the province of superintending the due 
execution of the laws^ and all judicial matters^ 
The third he placed at the head of adnnnistra* 
lion, and the fourth he constituted generalissimo 
of his forces. 

About this time, the Franks or Latins took 
Constantinople from the Greeks, after they had 
continued the siege of that city for some time. 
It is said, upon very respectable authority, that 
thirty thousand Franks were enabled, by the 
great extent of that capital, to live in it con- 
cealed« who, when their brethren made a gene- 
ral assadlt, set the town 6n fire; by which' about 
a fourth part of it was^ consumed. " The Greeks,^ 
aids he, ** being, by this accident, employed 
within the walls in extinguishing the flames, the 
Franks, without dithculty, entered the place^ 
and slaughtered the miserable inhabitants for 
three days together; putting to the sword even 
the bishops, monks, and priests, who came in 
procession from the church of Saint Sophia, to' 
implore mercy, with crosses and the gospels in their 
hands." After which massacre, they plundered 
the church, and proceeded to the eIec*tion of 
JEUildw.in, earl of Flanders^ who was placed on 
the Greek imperial throne, and to the division 
of the territories of the Greeks among the princes 
of the crusade. .« 

Three merchants of Great Bukharia, carrying 
a quantity of rich silks, and other valuable com* 
modities, into the territories of the . Moguls^ one 
of them^ named Ahmed, demanded two hun- 
dred and twenty-five dinars for every piece of 
embroidered cloth, which did not cost him above 
ten, or sU most> twenty dinars. This exorbitant 
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demand so incensed Jenghis Khan^ that he said^ 
" This fool seems to imagine that we never 
saw* any fine cloths before he arrived among 
OS.** He then ordered the master of the ward- 
robe to shew him some sumptuous robes sent 
him as presents, and commanded Ahmed to be 
imprisoned, for setting so extravagant a price 
upon his goods. He then sent for the other two 
merchants, and asked them how they sold their 
goods? They replied, " they came not thither 
to sell, but to present them to bis majesty, as a 
mark of their most profound 'veneration, and 
attachment to his person/' This moderation 
pleasing Jenghis Khan, he ordered a purse of 
gold to be paid them for every piece of embroi- 
dered cloth; and, when they returned home, he 
despatched several ofHcers of the household, at- 
tended by a hundred and fifty Mogul merchants, 
with orders to buy up every /thing valuable 
which could be of use to his empire. Some of 
these Mogul merchanls were Christians, others 
Pagans, and others Mohammedans ; and, that 
they might meet with a more favourable recep- 
tion from the governor?^ of Mohammed Khowa* 
razm Shah, they were accompanied by a Mogul 
ambassador from Jenghis Khan to that prince. 
This minister carried present*; to Sultan Moham- 
med, and letters of recommendation, im[ orting, 
that Jenghis Khan desired nothing more than to 
enter into a new alliance with him tor commer- 
cial purposes, and to perpetuate that union and 
friendship which then so happily subsisted be« 
tween the two sovereigns. The Mogul mer- 
chants and ambassadors were, however, no 
sooner arrived, than they were basely massacred, 
and all tlieir effects confiscated. The relation 
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of this barbarous action so a€ected Jenghis 
Khan, ihat he could not sleep till he had formed 
a proper plan of action against the shah of 
Khowarazm. He fasted and prayed to Al- 
mighty God three days and nigbis, without in- 
termission^ on the top of a hill> with his head 
uncovered^ imploring tlie divine assistance in- a 
most fervent and suppliant manner, against so 
faithless and perfidious a prince. The third 
night, a monk, clothed in black, with a staff in 
bis hand, appeared to him in a dreacn, and pro* 
mised him success in all his undertakings. He 
communicated the omen to his wife, who assured 
him that the monk, whom he had seen, was a 
bishop, who sometimes used to visit her father, 
and give him his bcnedic*tions. Whereupon 
Jenghis Khan ordered the bishop to be sent to 
him, whose face he could not recollect, though 
the habit was the same with that of the monk 
whom he had seen in his dream. The bishop 
told his majesty, that tlie person seen by him 
was undoubtedly one of the Christian saints. 
From this time the conq^ueror was always kipd 
to Christians ; entertained a good opinion of 
them; and treated them with particular mafks 
of affection and esteem. 

In the 6l4.lh year of the Hegira, Khowarazm 
Shah, after the reduction of Gazna, having found 
amon^ tiie archives of the city the original pa» 
tent of investiture sent. by the caliph Al Nascr- 
to the prince of that city, was so incensed against 
the Mohammedan pontiff, that he formed a do- 
sigu to depose him. For this piirppse, he con- 
voked a general assembly of all the imans and 
principal doctors of Mohammedism in his domi« 
Jijons, who unanimously declared^ that the cali- 
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ph^le belonged to the descendants of Hosein j 
that the house of Al Abbas, had for a long time, 
usurped the* supreme! authority at Bagdad; and 
that the members of that house bad rendered 
themselves unworthj of the high dignity they 
had enjoyed, by the many violations of the Mo- 
hammedan peace of which they. had been guii(y, 
and the frequent wars they had unjustly excited 
among the faithful. They had therefore de- 
posed Al Naser, and elected Al Termedi in his 
room. The caliph endeavoured to put the city 
of Bagdad in a posture of defence, imagining 
that he shoi^Id soon be obliged to sustain a 
siege, as be was not able to make head against 
the sultan's numerous army, which now began 
to draw near. In the mean time, happily for 
the caliph, so deep a snow fell in the narrow 
passages of the mountains, as had never before 
been knowa in the memory of man. Those 
deiiles being thus shut up, the Khowarazmian 
army could neither advance nor retreat; inso- 
much, that the greatest part of it perished mise- 
rably : and the sultan himself, after having 
been in the most imminent danger, was obliged 
to return home, and leave all his equipage in 
the middle of the snow. This misfortune, how- 
ever, did not induce him to lay aside his design ; 
on the contrary, he was determined to carry it 
into execution at a more favourable season: 
but he was constrained to drop all thoughts of 
undertaking another expedition to Bagdkd, by 
the dreadful irruption of th^ Moguls into the 
territories of Khowarazm, under the conduct of 
Jenghis Khan, who was, at a future time, assist- 
ed by the caliph al Naser. 

The persecution of the. Christians and Jews 
slit! continued in Egypi^ large sums of moneY 
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being levied on them, in order to carry on the 
war against the Franks, As corn was likewhse 
exceedingly dear, they found themselves so 
grievously oppressed, that a considerable num- 
ber undertook, for sustenance, the most servile 
offices ; many of them destroyed themselves in 
despair, and not a few turned Mohammedans. 
The merchants were not only deprived of the 
corn and provisions they had laid up for their 
own use, but their houses were plundered by 
the soldiery. These licentious proceedings con- 
tinued till a peace was concluded between the 
Mohammedans and the Franks, which happened 
the following year. Jenghis Khan, with his 
army of Moguls, besieged the city of Bokhara, 
then defended by a garrison of twenty thousand 
men," reduced it, and afterwards laid it in ashes. 
He likewise sent a detachment of thirty thou- 
sand men (o pursue Sultan Mohammed, who 
had fled, by way of the Amu, to the country of 
Termed, and pushed on his conquests in that 
priiK-e's territoiies with surprising rapidity. 

Having passed the Jihun, with his numerous 
forces, Jengliis Khan advanced to the city of 
Ball^h. The principal inhabitants were no sooner 
informed of their approach, than they hastened 
to meet him, with many valuable presents, and 
all kinds oi' refreshments for his troops; not- 
withstanding which, he cmelly massacred them 
.all, on account of their attachment to the son 
of JVlohammed Khowarazm Shah. From Balkh» 
he marched to Talakan, possessed himself of 
that fortress, slew most of the garrison, and 
carried the remainder into captivity. He then 
advanced iQ Al Baraiyan, formed a siege of 
ihstt place, and, at last, took it by storm. Ag 
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lis favourite graind<u>n was killed with an arrow 
luring the siege^ which was extremely obstinate^ 
te put to tiie sword all the people he found in 
iie lown, without distinction of rank or sex. He 
iid not spare so much as the cattle or beasts of 
burden belonging to theplace; unborn inliints he 
iore from their mother-s, and, with savuge fur^, 
ciit them to pieces : after which barbarities, he 
entirely destroyed tins city, and laid waste the 
surrounding territories. ^}>out this time, the 
caliph, AI Naser, died at Bagdad, in the 7Dth 
ycjr of his age. Re is said lo have amasseil vast 
riches," which he expendtd in his pleasure«, 
though he laid out considerable sums in buikiing, 
I^Ie was the ffrst prince who appro(matcd to him* 
self the succession of all the iVxeign merchants that 
died in his dominions. Learning was little es- 
teemed by him, and its possessors shared no ]xipi 
of his donations. He reigned 47 years, alnitKt 
tho whole oi' which he ^ent in a state of inacti* 
vity. Although this sort of supinei\ess -be unta- 
v<)«irablc to a monarch's glory, yet it certainly is 
preferable to the ostentatious successes <xl* amU'- 
ti')n, iki general, too dearly bought by the natioii> 
who c^vet them. 

A I Naser's dt»cease was no sooner known, 
than his son, Al Dhaher, was saluled caliph. 
The old caliph, in his life-time, had caused 
him to be acknowledged heir-apparent of the 
crown of Bagdad, and to be prayed ft>r as such 
in the mosques throughout all ttie provim^es un- 
der his jurisdiction; but fmding him bold, va- 
liant, liasty, and of an enter|>rising disposition, 
ho was afti^rwards afraid ot him, and caused him 
to be imprisoned, and Cast his oyes upon his 
youngest son as the roo«t proper to succeed him. 

VoL.X, U TU^l 
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That prince, however, dying before his father, 
Al Dhaher was declared ihe successor. Upon 
tlie old monarch's decease, he was therefore lalceii 
out of pri'ion, and placed upon Ihe throne. He 
was fifty years of age, when in exchange for the 
fetters, which till then. had loaded his hands, tb 
sceptre was put into them. He is said on this 
occasion to have exclaimed, "It is surely too 
late to open shop towards night ^ I am now 
sbov« fifty years old, and shall I at this age be 
created cali}>h }'* He sat about nine months upon 
the throne, bit in that short time he ordered se- 
veral of his subjects* properties, of which tliey had 
been forcibly deprived, to be restored to iliera. 
He also remitted' an oppressive tax which bad 
been lately imposed, and constructed a new and 
very large bridge over the Tigris at Bagdad ; so 
that he left behind him the character of an ex- 
cellent prince, being justly admired by all bis 
p^ple for his love of justice, as well as for the 
lenity and moderation witli which he held tiie 
reins of government. 

Upon the death of At Dhaher, his son ^1 
Mostanser was inaugurated. As soon as tbe 
principal officers and chief inhabitants of Bag- 
dad had taken the dath of allegiance to him, he 
appeared in public qn horseback. He supa<:sed 
all hjs predecessors in liberality ; and in the ad- 
ministration of justice he even exceeded his fa* 
ther himself. He demonstrated the greatest . 
esteem and consideration for the professors of 
learning: h^ caused several public edifices to 
be erected, and among others a famous college, 
which was superior to any buildine; of tlie kind , 
throughout the Mussulman empire, both for the 
beauty and extent of the edifice, the number of 
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students it contained, and ^he ample revenues 
assigned it by its founder. He instituted four 
professorships, one for each sect of Mohamme- 
dans. Three .hundred pupils were regularly 
taughtj fed, and cloathed, and there were like* 
wise a physician and apothecary at fixed salaries. 
By means of a gallery communicating with his 
palace, Moslanser frequently attended the leo 
tares, and heard from behind the blinds the les^ 
sons of the doctors. He moreover kept a num- 
ber of public tables, extremely well served, duf* 
ing the night of the month of Ramadan, when 
Mussulmen were allowed to eat and drink aft«s 
the abstinence of the day. As a further in- 
stance of this prince's unoounded liberality, be* 
ing one day on the highest gallery of his palace, 
he saw from thence many terraces belonging tg» 
the houses of the city adorned with different kinds 
gf habits; upon which he asked his visir, what 
was the meaning of tliis appearance ? The visir ^ 
replied, the inhabitants of Bagdad had washed 
their cloaths, and placed them there to be dried 
by the sun, on account of the approach of one of 
|heir annual feasts. Al Mostanser immediately 
answered, " I did not think that the inhabitants 
of Bagdad had been so poor,, that they were 
•forced to wash their garments for want of new 
ones to celebrate their feast in." At the same 
time he ordered a great sum of money to be 
converted into cross-bow bullets which he shot 
from the gallery of his palace upon all the ter- 
races of the city, where he had seen the habits 
exposed to the sun. In consequence of this libe- 
ral spirit, he in less than twenty years dis- 
tributed among the people the "immense trea- 
sures w^ich his predecessors had amassed dur- 
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ing Uie space of five Iiundred. On visiting bis 
treasury one day he found a cislern full of gold 
and silver. " God grant/* exclaimed he, "that 
I may hve long enough to expend ail tliis L" lo 
which a courtier who accompanied him replied, 
"I heard )Our grandfather, the caliph Nasefi 
speaking of the sanfie cistern when it wanted 
twelve feet of being full, /say, God grant I may 
Kve long enough to fill it." '- Whether his inten- 
tion of accumulating was to answer any laudable 
object is unknown; but Mostanser lavished it 
always in a pfinc^ly manner, in distributing im- 
mense simH to the poor, and in repairing the 
public schools, mosques, roads, and iiospilals, 
dtiring a reign of near seventeen years, 
• In tlie 625lh year of the Hegira, Jerusalem, 
and several other places in tiie " maritime part of 
Syria, u'cre ceded to the Franks, This cession 
iva^ only made upon condition that the Moliam* 
tY>edans shoutd be admitted into certain tcm- 
tiles ; that the city should remain dismantled $ 
and that the court of judicature in the forum 
should be under the direction of a Moliarome^ 
dan governor. The Franks had received such 
large sums of money and' supplies of men from 
Europe, that nothing could withstand their 
force. In the course of this year Khowarazam 
Shah undertook the conquiest of Georgia or 
Gurjesfans. But the king of that country, who 
-^und himNelf in a condition to sustain the war, 
took (he field with an army much more formi- 
dable than that of the Shah's. The latter of 
thiese princes, in order the better to reconnoitre 
the enemy, posted himself on a height from 
whence he could discover the position of their 
ivhol^ canip. PctctiVN'w^ Vivat tiieir van was 
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d of Khozans, a people situated on Ihe 
srn coast of the Caspian sea, who still re* 
I a grateful sense of the favour he had 
them, when he procured them a pardon 
his father, after they had rebelled against 
he resolved to attempt to detach them 
:heir ally. For this purpose he sent them 
and salt, in order to put them in mind of 
ood office he had done them, and the alii* 
he had contracted with them. This pre* 
produced the desired effect, for the Kho- 
ashamed of being engaged in a war against 
benefactor, abandoned the Georgians, and 
liately returned home. After their de* 
e, the sultan gave the king of Georgia to 
(tand, that, notwithstanding the detection 
Khozans, he would grant him a cession 
[is for one day, to treat of an accomrao^ 
. During this short interval, in which se« 
feats of arms were performed, Khowa* 
Shah dismounted successivelv a valiant 
ian, and three of his sons, andmfterwardt 
in single combat another of the same na- 
3f a gigantic size and strength ; a sight 
struck the Georgian arnyy with terror, 
uhan. taking advantage of the panic into 
the enemy were thrown, fell upon ihem 
uch bravery, that he gained a complete 
, and reduced to obedience the whole 
m of Gurjcstan without striking another 
However, having entered Tefiis, the 
of Uiat kingdom, he received advice that 
governor of the ptovince of. Kerman, 
t obey his orders. He therefore look a 
ion to march directly against , him with 
handr«d hgfsej hoping by this step to bo 

U3 ^"t 
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able to chastise hiin for his clisobwJicnoc before 
it broke out into open 'rebeHion, and before he 
had put himself in a pro|)er posture of deience. 
Having accordingly left Teflis, he reached that 
province with his detachment, before Borak was 
apprized of his departure, surprised the disaf- 
fected governor before he was in a condition to 
oppose him, and inflicted upon iiim th« panish- 
ment due to his temerity and presumption. At 
this period the authonty of Oktay Khan was una- 
nimously recognised at a general assembly of tlie 
great lor(0 and princes of that nation. Soon 
after Khowarazm retired to the province of 
Diyar Beer, where lie gave Wmself up entirely 
to wine, gaming, and all kinds of pleasures. 
Whilst he was immersed in this course of life, 
his troops were routed by the NJ-ogul's, and at 
length he himself was obliged to fly irom* the 
enemy, who nevertheless came up with him, 
and taking him and his servants to be common 
^i^ildiers they put them all to the sword for the 
5akti of their horses, clothes, and arms. With 
regard to Khovvaraztn^s grandeur and magnifi- 
cence, it may not be amis^ lo observe, tiiat the 
march of Alexander the Great was l^cat oh 
twenty-seven drums, set wiih jeweh, before him, 
at the risinjf^ and s<».lling of (he sun. The day 
on 'which tiiis pomp6us ceremony commt-nced, 
twenty-seven 50v«-reign princes beat the march at 
his palace. AM his uttsisiis were also covered 
v\ilh precious stones. His brothers had Iike»« ise 
mnrt h<^ beat on live drums each, in honour of 
li.eni, con,<tantIy at the stated tiines of public 
pr.'iyer. Thai this prince was a gei»eral of in- 
vincible courage appears from hi^ many- ex- 
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In the 629tb year of the Hegira, A! Malcc, 
he saheb of Egypt, received the ambassadors 
if tha etDperor Frederic the Second, in Syria, 
vhere that monarch Iiimself arrived ; by whose 
ntervention a treaty of peace was concluiled be^ 
.ween the Christians and Mohammedans. By 
i^irtuc of which treaty, Jcrusaleip, though en- 
tirely demolished, except the church of the re- 
iiirrection, and a few buildings adjoining to it, 
with the territory appertaining to it, Bethlem 
Lydda, A\ Ramla, and the whole tract extendr 
ing as far as Yaflfa^ and Acca, were ceded to the 
former. At this period Oktay, the grand Khan 
of the Moguls, reduced-^to great distress the em- 
peror of the Kin, and entered into a negociation, 
which terminated in a treaty with the Strong 
Emperor, then reigning in the southern parts ot 
China. 

At this time A I Malec permitted both Jews 
and Christians in Egypt to ride upon horses and 
mules; to adorn, repair, and even build as many 
churclies and synagogues as they pleased ; to 
have all their disputes determined in a judicial 
way, by magistrates professing the same faith ; 
and to enjoy the free exercise of thoir respective 
religions, and all tin; otl)er privileges they could 
desire, in their utmost extent. One of the Egyp- 
tian emirs, having visited the monastery of the 
vallev of Habib, the Monks of which had been 
wrongfully 'accused by a renegado, formerly a 
member of their convent, of defrauding the sul- 
tan of the tribute dne to him, that emir caused 
those religious devotees to be whipped, and tor- 
tured in a ma^it cruel manner, without making the 
least enquiry into the aifair, and extorted tfom 
tliem nu Icsi than six hundred dinars. Ai Malec 
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however, disapproving of this iniquttoiis cbn- 
duct, would not receive the money whenf it waft 
brought by the emir, but ordered him to restore 
it to the monks, who had been so unjustly de- 
prived of it: nor would the -came just prince 
take a sum of money offered him as a bribe by 
the friends of one Dawd, an Egyptian priest, to 
prevail upon him to command the Jacobites to 
elect him their patriarch. He also refused an 
equal sum when brought him, on the same ac- 
count, by the adherents of another person, who 
then aspired at the Jacobite patriarchate of Alex- 
andria. He declared his intention never to coa- 
cem himself in the ordination and election of a 
Jacobite patriarch, but to leave that matter en- 
tirely to llK)se to .whom it properly belonged-; 
reoomraending to them, in the strongest terms, 
peace and uni(y. But neither the favourable dis- 
position nor salutary advice of the sultan could 
inspire the Jacobites (who were rent by parties 
and divisions) with more moderate sentiments, 
nor induce them to concur, amicably, in their 
election of a new patriarch : though Al ^Jalec 
had given his consent, in compliance with their 
request, that a deacon in the church might be 
their patriarch, if unanimously elected. The 
Mogul arn}s being now employed against the 
emperor of the Kin, the Mohammedan provinces 
bordering upon the Grand Khan's frontiers en- 
joyed some repose. 

In the 633d year of the Hegira, the Tartars 
ovej-ran the district of Arb^, and penetrated into 
that of Nineveh : upon which, the inhabitants 
retired into their church, where they were sur- 
rounded by the Moguls, two of those principal 
officers .posled vVv<i€asdN«^ ^ VJaa doors on each 
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side, and invited the people to return to their 
respective habitations. Notwithstanding which, 
all those that went out of one of the doors were 
put to the sword, -wliilst tliose who' passed out of ' 
the others were unmolested. The reason of this 
extraordinary fact was never known. About the 
same time, a number of young men, in the di^ 
tricts near the chief monasteries in Egypt, put 
on the inonasiic habit, in order to avoid paymg 
the usual taxes. This fraud being disciovered, 
the collectors of tl^e tribute treated the monk* 
themselves with ^extreme severity ; and, to pre- 
vent sucii impositions ior the- future, an edict 
was uUo issued by the sultan, confining the pri« 
vileges ol monks to those who were regularly 
received an4 registered as such. This year 
David, or Dawd, was elected patriarch of the 
Jacobites at Alexandria. . He had, ever since 
the death of John, the latt patriarchy aspired to 
that dignity, aad' at last, by the influence of 
bribery, he obtained the office. In conformity 
to a custom which theii prevailed, a monk, on 
being vested with. the suj^ieme erclesiastical au* 
thority, assumed the surname 6f Cyril. Davidj, 
at his decrease, lefl beliind him a most infamous 
character. 

Mostanser, the caliph of Bagdad, died, afiter 
he had nearly completed the seventeenth year 
of his reign ; lie was prudent, just, munificent, 
and an engourager of learned men, and distri- 
buted great sums of "money among the poor. 
He caused his portrait to be impressed on some 
oF his coins, contrary to the custom of the earlier 
caliphs. He hved a pious and a gofxl life, and 
the college, which he erected on the eastern 

bank 
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bank of the Tigris, Is mentioned as a monuraent 
of his excellent disposition. 

A Yi ^^^® same day that Al Mostanser ex* 
' * pired, his son Al Mostasem was inaugu- 
* rated at, Bagdad. He was attached to 
his pleasures ; fond- of birds, aod entirely under 
the dominion of women. He was also deficient 
in point of judgment; had little firmness of 
mind, and altogether neglected the affairs of 
government. When he was told that he ought 
cither to pacify the Tartars, by submitting t© 
them^ or to meet them with an army in Khora- 
san, and not suffer them to make themselves 
masters of the province of Irak, he replied* 
'^Bagdad is sufHcient for me; the Tartars will 
not envy me that city, with its district, if I cede 
to them all the other provinces, nor will they 
attack me there, as it is my residence/' He 
was revered as the only lawful caliph and imam, 
and sole sovereign pontiff of the Mussulmen. 
Though some princes in Africa and Spain had 
assumed the title of caliph, yet this was only 
done with regard to their own immediate sub-* 
jects. The whole body of the eastern Moham* 
medans, as well as those of Egypt^ acknow« 
ledgeJ him alone as rightful successor of Mo« 
hammed. He is said to have been the richest, 
the most respected, and, at the same time, the 
most uniortunate prince of his race. ^ 

. It has been remarked . that the later caliphs 
thought only of securing their ea^^e and pleasure ; 
they delegated the affairs of government to their 
visirs and generals, who, rarely accountable for 
their conduct, frequently, in a short time, be- 
came 
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-came their masters. These degenerate emperors 
heard from the inmost recesses of their palaces, 
the distant roarings of their enemies thunder- 
e<l against tlieir frohders^ still flattering ihenv- 
j^Ives that it would never reach them. The 
late I'aliph, Iiowever, emplo^^ed some precau- 
tions a)2^ainst the hordes which threatened them ; 
lie fortified the walls of Bagdad, and shewed an 
inclination to repel the foe. At that period Bag- 
dad wa^'tiie richest city in the universe. Hu* 
laku, general of a Tartan army,' having marched 
his ir(x>ps through every part of Persia and 
Babylon which promised any plunder, hovered 
round that devoted city like a hunter round his 
prty. It appears that he had intelligence from 
witjiin. Mostascnt was betrayed by his own 
visir, in whom he placed an unbounded confi- 
dence ; but this perfidious minister had sworn 
he vroold e^ect his master's ru^n, Jbecause the 
prince was averse to the sect professed by the 
visir. The caliph was covetous and vain; and 
the visir, knowing his fi>ible, advised him to 
disband his armies, under the . pretence oi their 
being useless, at a time when he was reverenced 
and beloved by all kings and princes attached to 
the Mohammedan faith. These faUacious hopes, 
which Mostasem sufiered to blind his judgment, 
did not stop the progress pf Hulaku. The chief 
nobles went in a body to the caliph, and strongly 
urged him to quit his wives, his eunuchs, his 
birds, and in stiort his beloved indplence, and 
seriously consider the state of affairs. In con- 
sequence of these representations, he determined 
to assemble his army; but the traitor prevailed 
upon him to abandon (he project. ** Suppose," 
said he, "that the Tartars and Mpguls should 

entec 
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enter the city, the women and children only 
would be able to dash out their brains with 
stones from the terraces of their houses.*' At 
length, necessity compelled him to attempt a re- 
gular defence* The emperor raised troops, and 
entrusted them to the command of tlie same trai- 
torous visir. The greater part of them were 
drowned in the waters of the Euphrates, wliich 
Hulaku caused to overflow their camp, and the 
jjteneral escaped almost alone. These tidin^rs 
being carried to the cdlipb, ho exclaimed, "God 
be praised! the v'sir is safe/' This unhappy 
' prince clung to these delusive hopes till the Tar- 
tars, after several assaults, made themselves 
masters of the city. On their ^entering, the 'ca- 
liph presented himself with the vases, contain- 
ing diamonds and jewellery of inestimable value, 
amassed by his ancestors for a long p;eriod of 
years. Hiilaku immediately distributed tliem 
atnong the principal officers of his army. There 
never had h«en a ( aliph so ostentatious as Mo.<- 
tasem : liis pride was excessive. Scarcely could 
the chiefs of the Mussulman princes even gain 
access to him ; and when, at length, they were 
admitted, he affected a luxury and magnificence 
unequalled by any of his predecessors. When he 
api^eared in public, he usually wore a^ veil, the 
more eii'ectually to attract the respect of the 
people, whom lie considered as unworthy to look 
nt him. On those occasions, the multitude was 
so great, that the squares and streets were too 
narrow to contain them, and the windows and 
balconies were hired at an exorbitant price to see 
him pass. — ^Through those same streets, exposed 
to the view of the same populace, who, no doubtj 
lidsteiied to behold this dreadful spectacle, did 

^ the 
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;ru€X Tartar drag the wrelchcd caliph, con- 
Ian a leather sack, in wliich state he txpireii. 
$ said. lo have in6ict<;d on him this humilia- 

and barbarous tyranny as a pui>is)imciiu ibr 
ride. Several ot his sons were slaiii in the 
lit, in which he had never once shewn him- 

the rest were presented to the conqueror, 
llier with his wivtts, to the number of seven 
ired, and three hundred eunuchs emplovt^d 
cir service: their destiny is unknown. Bag- 
was given up to be pillaged during seven 
y and in it the troops Ibund immense trca- 
k. Thus fell the last of the caliphs, at the 
L>f forty-six, after a reign of sixteen years, 
ostascm had no proper successor ; tor Bibas 
fourth, sultan of the Turkish Mainelukos in 
pi, acknowledged, for caliph, Al MonRlan- 

who pretended to b(i u member of that house 
3 years aKer the fatal catastrophe; but his 
ority was not recognised by the most consi* 
ble part of the Mohannnedan world. The 
or of the •^ jok entitled '• WassaP* relates; 

this caliph had causeil a stone to be placed 
10 threshold of the door of his palace, which 

as mucii respected by the Mussulmen as the 
>us black stone of the temple of . Mecca, 
r the d(»or th.ere was a piece of black velvet, 
'h hnng as low as a man could reach. When 
)rincipal lords made their court' to the caliph, 

stood without the pa'.ace, to which they reii- 
d almost divine honours, by rubbing their 

and forehead upon the velvet and the stone, 
iig them with profound humility, 
iiring this reign, Jerusalem, - Askelon, and 
:ria<, were ceded by the saheb of Damascus 
:ie Franks, iu order 40 procure tbeir assist- 
Ok. X, .'X *ivi;<i 
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ance against the saheb of Egjpt. It may 
be improper to observe, that the patriarch 
ril's enemies, who had pursued him with so much 
violence whilst aiive, did not desist after his 
death. Somjs of them signified to the sultan 
th^t he had amassed vast sums of money in an 
unlawful manner, which ought to be confiscated. 
Upon whicli Ai Malec or4ered Cyril's palace to 
be sealed, up, and aflerwards seized upon every 
thing valuable that it contained, whether the 
property of the patriarch, or belonging to the 
churches over which he presided. His two ne- 
phews were sent to prison, and put to the torture^ | ^ 
to force them to discover where the rest of his 
treasure was hidden. Two purses, one contain* 
ing a thousand dinars in gold, and the other the 
^ame sum in silver, in consequence of that dis- 
covery, were dug up and carried to the sultan, 
as were also many costly garments ; more plate 
and tapestery, of great price, all which were pub- 
licly sold, and tiie money applied to the sultan^ 
use ; so that there scarcely remained, of this pa- 
triarch's ill-acquired substance, enough to bury 
him. 

.Within the same period, Louis the NinA« 
king of France, called Saint Louis by the 
French writers, landed with a formidable armj 
at Acca; and, after he had refreshed his troops, 
set sail for Damietta, in Egypt, which the gar- 
rison abandoned at his approach. The news of 
this misfortune reached the ears of Al Maldc« 
the saheb of Egypt, while he was in his camp' be- 
fore Hems, upon which he immediately raised 
the siege of that city, and began his noiardi §ot 
Egypt ; in the course of which he was attacked 
by a gangrene in his thigh^ which* ending in % 

WOCtifiia 
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mortification, put a period to his days. How- 
ever^ his life being a short time prolonged by the 
amputation of his thigh, the fugitives who had 
fled from Damietta appeared before him ; and, 
after they had given an unsatisfsictory account, of 
.tbetr conduct, were ordered to be affixed to gib- 
Is^s, Fifty-four of the emirs or officers who cort* 
inanded the garrison of Damietta were hung up 
for their cowardice, with their cloaths and ac- 
coutremcnis just as ihey were brought JDefore him ; 
and, the day following he expired. He had 
reigned almost ten years at the time of his de- 
cease. This prince is said to bave been innocent 
and inoffensive in his discourse^ incapable of 
tiiinking intensely, but of so majestic a deport- 
mentj that none of his subjects dared speak to him 
but by-ivay of answer. 

. The siege of Maiatiya mast not be forgotten 
in this period of history ; the inhabitants, fearing 
the Mogul general, refused to admit him and 
bis troops into the town. Having at last starved 
ttiem to surrender, the lower sort of people open- 
ed the gate in tlie night, by which tlie enemy 
entered. Proclamation was then made^ that both 
the Christians and Moliammedans might again 
apply themselves to their respective professions 
and calling, in whi^ich they would be protected. 
.tThe governor, however, was imprisoned, and 
executed in a most degrading manner. A simi- 
llar punishment was inflicted upon three emirs, 
Mod several leading men who had zealously de- 
fended the city. The &inine occasioned by this 
siege was the most dreadful, and such as, per-* 
baps, was never known in .that part of the world. 
Paring the time of this dreadful calamity it ha^ 
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beni asserted, upnii good authority, that a com- ij 
pany oF women at Baldun, one of ihe dependl'ni , 
c'irs ot Afulatiya, led tipoh the flesh of a corpse j 
and another woman havmg baked her own child, 
ami hiT neiglibours being upon the point of pull- 
ing har to pioceji for so execrable ^\\ action, she 
swore tiiai she had not killed- him, but on!j 
baked him after he was dead, -ima^ning him 
then lo be much filter tor food for her than for | 
worms. 

ilulakii, havin;^ committed the repairihg- of 
the city of Bagdad and the fortifications to the 
late caliph's prelect, detached Buka Timur wil5 
a body of troops to Hella, to make himself fens- 
ter of that place. Buka, having executed Hrf- 
Jaku's order* with regard to Hella, marched 
from tiience to Waset,/ which he entered with | 
his detachment, staid iher^ a week, and put a 
multitude oF people to death. A I Abbas is ns* 
ported to have sworn by his Maker, that the cal* 
Jiphate should continue in his family till a con« 
queror should come from Khorasnn ; which pr^ 
diction seems to have been fulfilled in tire con- 
quest of Bagdad by Hulakti. After the Tartar's 
had taken that capital, they set it on fire, and 
put a great number oF its inhabitants to the 
sword. The treasures they found in it were iitf- 
niens^ ; that place when it was pillaged by the 
Moguls, being said to have been the richest city 
oFthe universe. 

Before we dismiss the history of the Arubs« t. 
may not be uninteresting to the reader to give 
some' account oF this people in more modem 
times, taken from the most respecla!)le aulhc^ 
lit j , by wiiich the maimers and habits of this 

nation^ 



UND^R THE CALIPHS. 23S 

ation, at ftlie present period, may be compared 
vtih what they were, .as collected in the fore- 
roing history, several centuries ago. 

The Arabians, like the Tartars, live mostly 
ivithout government, without law, and almost 
without society. Theft and robbery are autho- 
rised by their chiefs. They are iaured to labour, 
and accustom their horses to undergo the greatest 
fiitigue, allowing them to drink but once in 
twenty-four hours. Their horses are meagre, 
but swift, and almost indefatigable. These peo- 
ple live in extreme misery. They have nei- 
ther bread nor wine; neither do they take the 
trouble of cultivating tjhe ground. In the place 
of bread they use some wild grain, which they 
mix and knead with the milK pf their cattle. 
They have flocks and camels, sheep, and goats, 
wbich they conduct from place to place, till they 
find sufficient herbage for them : here they erect 
their tents, which are made of goat's hair, and 
live,, with^their wives and children, till tlie grass 
is consumed ; they then decamp, and go in quest 
of another fertile spot. Though their mode of 
living be hard, and their food extremely simple, 
the Arabs are strong; their stature is notsmall;^ 
and tliey are tolerably handsome : but their skin 
is scorched with the. heat of the sun; for most 
of them go either entirely naked, or covered 
with a tattered shirt. They paint their arms, 
their 'lips, and the most conspicuous parts of 
their bodies, of a deep blue ' colour- This paint, 
which they lay on in small dots, and make it 
pcinetrate the flesh by means of. a needle made 
for the purpose, can never be effaced. Some of 
them paint a small dower on their cheek, their 
forthead, or their chin, with, the smoke of ^alU 

X3 ^ ^^^ 
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and saffron, which makes a fine black colour. 
They hkewise blacken their eye-brows. Most 
of the women wear rin^s of gold, and silver, 
about three inchL*s diameter, in iheir ncses : they 
arc born fair, bi)t their complexions are spoilea 
by being continually exposed to the sun ; th* 
young girls are extremely agreeable, and sing 
perpetually. 

Such are the wandering Arabs, who have no 
fixed habitations, but^ being possessed of large 
flocks of sheep, and herds of camels and goats, 
rove from one part of the country to another, 
where they can find pasture and water for their 
cattle. These are the people who are frequendy 
dangerous to travellers; but if a. traveller be 
liberal to them, they sefdom do him any injury, 
and will even invite him to partake of their re- 
pasts, and are greatly j[>lestsed to find him con- 
Ibrm to their customs. 

.Those who are settled, and apply to the culti^ 
vat ion of the earth, to trade, ^nd the mechanic 
arts, are distinguished for justice, temperance, 
and humanity : they are extremely civil (o stran- 
gers, and, though thry have the highest venera- 
tion for iheir religion, they never strlv e to force it 
upon others; so that a person may (ravel several 
hundred miles without any danger of being tao- 
lested. The Arabs who live in tov\ns' are riiucfi 
inferior in numbc^r to those who live in lenCs, and 
are called Bedouins. Those who afe situated 
near the coast have very frequently' . rendered 
th**mselves formidable at sea : llieir colours are 
red, which they display in '^tfcsiiners and pen- 
dants at the ma*t head, and other pjitt^ of the 
*hip, which give theii* fleets a gay appearance. 

Clirtiatt, J'WCT^\ttlQ^V, ^\\4 ^*.W^<.loti^ are iho 
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preaf amits which form and modify the iha^ 
racter of nations. To the first of these tlie Arabs 
owe their vivacity, and their disposition to indo- 
lence; the second is 'Said to increase their lazi« 
ness, and give them a spirit of duphcity; the 
third is the cause of a' certain gravity, which in- 
fluences the faculties of their mind, as wefl as 
their carriage and cxtcrirfr aspect. 

No two things can difler more than the edu- 
cation of the Arabs from that of the Fluropcans. 
The fbnncr strive as much lo hasten the age ^f 
maturity as the laiter to retard it. llic Arabs 
are never children ; but many Europeans conti- 
nue children all their life. The boys, in Arabia, 
remain -among tlie women till the age of five or 
six, and, during this time, they follow childish 
amusements; but wlien they are removed from 
riiat scene, they arc accustonu-d to think and 
jpeak with gravity, and to pass whole days toge- 
tlier in their liather's company, at least, if he be 
hot in a condition to retain a preceptor. In con- 
sequence of being always under the eyes of per- 
'^ns advanced to maturity, they become pensive 
and serious even in infancy. 

The vivacity of the Arabians makes them fond 
n( company notwithstanding their disposition to 
(houghtfulness. They frequent public cofTce- 
fcouse?, and^itnorkets;. .and when the villages lie 
al too great a distance, the country people meet 
in tiie open fields, some to buy or sell, and others 
Co converse, or amuse themselvess as spectators of 
Che busy scene. Artisans travel througli the 
whole week from town to town, and work at 
ihifk trade in the dilferent markets. 

TiVe Arabs: ^e not quarrelsome; but, when 
an^' dkiputc liappcns to arise amung them, they 



make a great . deal of noise. They are soon ap- 
peaited, and a reconciliation h, at all timesx in- 
stantly effected, if an indifferent person call. upon 
the disputants to tliink of God and his Prophet 
The inhabitants of the East, in general, strive 
to master their anger. A boatman, in a passion, 
complained to the governor of the city of a 
inerchant who would not pay a freight due for 
the carriage of his goods. ^Tlie governor a!- 
wa)rs put off hearing him, till some other time. 
At length, he came and told his case coolly, and 
the governor immediately did him justice, say« 
ing, / refused to hear you before, because you were 
intoxicated with anger, the must dangerous qf eJtl 
intoxications. 

Many superstitious observances respecting mar- 
riage still prevail in Arabia. The Arabs be- 
lieve in Ihe virtue of enchantment, and in the 
art of tying and untying the knots of Fate. The 
miserable victim of this diabolical art addresses 
some physician or old wOman who is skilled in 
sorcery. Marriage is reckoned very honourablejn 
the East; a woman will marry a poor man, or 
become a second wife to a man already married, 
rather than remain in a state of celibacy : the 
men are equally di.<posed to marry, because their 
wives, instead of being expensive, are rather pro- 
fitable to tbcm. Nothing is more uncommon ia- 
" the East, than an .umuarried person, after a cer- 
tain time of life. 

Arabia affords no elegant and splendid apart- 
ments for the admiration of the traveller. The 
houseware built of stone, and have always ter- 
race roofs. 

It was formerly the custom of the Arabians 
to pass their sumcaci: nights on the -lops of their 
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bduaes» which were made flat^ and divided from 
each other by walls.' This way of sleeping, says 
an logenioiis traveller, we found very agreeable, 
as by that means we enjoyed (he cool air> above 
the reach of gnats and vapours, with no other 
covering but Uie canopy of heaven ; which, in 
difierent pleasing forms, unavoidably presents 
kself upon every interruption of rest, when the 
mind is strongly disposed to contemplation. V^e 
could no where discover more beauties in the 
lace of the heavens, nor fewer on the earth, than 
in our travels, in the night, through ihe deserts 
of Arabia, where it is impossible to avoid being 
struck with the contrast ; in which a^ boundless 
dreary waste, without mountain or valley, tree or 
water, or the least variety of colours^ offers a tedi- 
ous sameness to the weary traveller: while he 
is agreeably relieved by beholding that cheerful, 
moving picture, which measures his time, directs 

liis course, and lights his way. Hence may, 

perhaps, be accounted the worship paid by the 
ancient Arabians to the sun, moon, and stars; 
tteir glowing imaginations soon felt the transition 
from wild admiration to superstitious respect ; and 
tbe passions were engaged before the judgment 
was consulted.' 

Tlie houses occupied by the lower people are 
small huts, having a round roof, and covered 
with a certain herb. The poor spread their 
floors with straw mats, and the rich with fine 
carpets. No person ever enters a room, without 
first having put off his shoes. The men of every 
hmWy always occupy the fore part of the houst, 
and the women the back part. If the apart- 
aaent of the men are plain, those of tlie women 

aie 
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are most studiously set off with decor|itrQQS« 
One room seen by M. Niebuhr, ip the house of 
a mati of rank, was wholly covered over with 
mirrors; the roof, the walls, the doors, the pi(-> 
lars, presented all so many looking-glasses. The 
flc)or was set With sofas/ and spread with carpets. 
Arabians, whose circumstances do not adnlit of 
their having separate apartments for the females 
of the family^ are careful, whenever they carry 
a stranger into the house, to enter before him, 
and cry Tarick, retire. Upon this notice, given 
by the master of the house, the women instantly 
disappear, and even his very best friends see not 
one of them. 

The great often have" in theif halls basons 
wlth^V^^ d*eau, to cool the air ; the edges of the 
bason are coated with marble, and the rest of 
the floor is covered with rich carpets. The Ara- 
bians smoke more than the inbabitants of the 
northern provinces of Asia. A custom peculiar 
to Arabia is, that persons of opulence and &- 
shion carry always about with them a box, filled 
with odoriferous wood ; a piece of which they 
pat into any persoh\s pipe for whom they wish to 
express particular respect. 

TIk; Arabians spread a large cloth in the mid- 
dle of the room, upon which they place a small 
table, only a foot high, and on the table a large 
round plate of tinned copper. Upon this are 
set different copper dishes, neatly tinned within 
and without. They use no knives and forks, 
• but are very dexterous with their lingers. Tbes. 
more eminent people eat nothing but boiled rice, " 
served up in a very large wooden plate. Thfe 
crimpany sit down -and cat, one after another, 
iiU the wholo contents of the plate are exhausted, 

or 
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or they are satisfied. In the houses of persons 
of distihction, several of these plates are set. one 
upon another^ in a pjra'midical form. Wheij 
the masters rise, the servants sit down at the 
same table^ and eat up what remains. In some 
houses, a servant' stands in the middle of the 
company^ to set down and remove the dishes 
"which are brought in by other ser.vafits. Hardly 
Is a plate set down upon the table^ when perhaps 
^xteen or twenty hands are all at once thrust 
into it, and it is instantly emptied of its con- 
tents. The Arabs .repeat alvyays a short prayer 
before sitting dpivn to a meal, "In the name of 
the most merciful God." Wliejn any one has 
done eatings he rises without waiting ^or the 
test, and says, *' God be praised.*' They drink 
little while they eat ; but, as they rise from table, 
aAer washing, they drink some cold water, and 
a cup of coffee. 

Among the higher Arabians, there is a great 
variety in the national dresses. Nothing can be 
more inconvenient " or expensive than the head- 
dress worn by Arabians of fashion. They wear 
fifteen caps, one over another; some of which 
are of linen, but the rest of thick cloth, or cot- 
ton. That which covers the rest is usually richly 
.embroidered with gold. Over these caps they 
ivrap a large piece of muslin, ornaifiented at 
the ends, which flow loose upon the shoulders, 
i^th silk or golden fringes. They wear a piece 
of fine linen upon the shoulder, which is peci^- 
liar to the Arabians, and which was probably 
intended to shelter the wearer from the sun and 
rain, but is n6w merely ornamental 

The common class of Arabs wear only two 
caps: some have'- drawers, and a shirty but the 

greater. 
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greater number have only a piece of linen abovt 
their loins, and a piece of cloth upon the shoul- 
ders: in oilier respects, they are naked, having 
neither shoe-i nor stockings. In the hieiian^s, 
>vhere the climate is colder, the people wear 
sheep-skins. The scanty clothes which they wear 
through the day, are also their covering by night: 
the cloth swaddled about the waist serves tor a 
mattress, and the linen garment worn about the 
loins, is a sheet, to cover the Arab while be 
sleeps. The highlanders, to secure themselves 
from insects, sleep in sadcs. 

'Arabia, in its full extent, is computed to bt 
twelve or thirteen hundred miles long, and as 
many broad. It consists of three grand divisions. 
That which lies within the tropic is excessively 
hot, and, in many pls^ces, unhealthy, particularlv 
those parts that are situated on the coast of the 
Red Sea. The winds are also hot and suffocat- 
ing, and the sands extremely dangerous, behig 
sometimes driven by the winds in such prodigious 
clouds, that whole caravans have been buried and 
lost by a single storm. 

The pestilential -.vinds of the East are descriK 
ed by various authors under different names ; as 
harmattaUy samici, sirocco, ^c. M. de Bea;- 
champ describes ;i remarkable south wind in tic 
deserts al^out Bagdad, called seravansum* or 
poison-wind ; it burns the face, impedes per<ipi» 
ration, strips the trees of their leaves, and is said 
to pass on in a straight line, an.d often kills people 
in six hours. The hot wind, or ramsin^i seems lo 
blow at the season when the sands of the desert 
arc the hottest : the air is then, filled with an e'^ 
tremcly subtle dust. These wii^ blow in ;. * 
diiecuons from the desens. 

Tilt 
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The southern pari of Arabia^ distinguished by 
I name of Happy^ would be considered as 
zing little claim to that title by a stranger tra- 
"sing its shores; but^ should such a one be 
,ced in its middle regions^ beneath the balm- 
)pping woods, and amidst the verdent vales, 
lere the fVuits of every climate court the taste, 
1 tlie breezes of cassia refresh the senses, 

would acknowledge that the ancients very 
lly bestowed on the country that emphatical 
)ellation. 

The desert part of Arabia, with equal pro- 
cfy, bears that name, the soil consisting ot an 
lost boundless level of sand, intersected by 
irp and nuked mountains, and the face of the 
jort, without sheller or shade, is scorched by 
: direct and intense rays of a vertical sun. 
is desolate country is iiever refreshed with 
n, except sometimes at the equinoxes ; and 
I few hardy vegetables seen in the cleft of the 
Ten rocks, or wildly dispersed on the sandy 
ins, are shrunk by a perpetual drought; for 
r dews of the night are, m a manner, rendered 
ufficient for the purposes of vegetation, by 

scorching heat of the sun during the day. 
e intense cold of the one, and the heat of the , 
er, clearly account for the wi<«e provision of 
)vidence, in spreading over the Israelites a 
ud to be a covering by day, and a fire to give 
it in the night season. 



-Ambia^s sands 



Lonely uncomfurtablc UnJs ! 
Void of fountain, void of raini 
Oppose their burning coasts in vain ? 
See! the i^rcat Prophet stand 
WuTing his wundepworkisg wand ( 
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He strikes the stubborn rock, and lo ! 
The stubborn rock fcels the Almighty Wow ♦ ' 
His stony entrails burst, and rusP.ing top-ents How. 

Bkomz's HABAKKUKparapiu 

Though the land appears desolate, yet the 
surface oF the Red Sea, when calm, discovers, 
in some places, such a diversity of marine vege- 
tables, that Ihcy resemble a forest under vrater : 
and the traveller has the additional pleasure of 
beholding a great variety of fishes and sheUs of 
the most uncommon and beautiful kinds; but, 
in passing over the deserts, he is annoyed by 
swarms of locusts and hornets, and is in some 
danger from serpents and vipers; but the reptiles 
of the lizard kind, from the rich variety of their 
shapes and skins, he views with more safety and 
pleasure. "Whilst travelling," says Dr. S^^vr, 
"tlie heavens were every night our covering, 
a carpet spread on the sand was our bed, and a 
change of raiment, made into a bundle, served 
for a pillow. Our camels lay round us in a 
circle, with their faces looking from us^ while 
their loads and saddles were placed by us, be- 
hind them. In this situation, they served as 
guards or centinel^; for t\\ey are watchful ani* 
xnalsj ^id awake at the least noise. '^ 
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CHAP. XL 



General lliaiory of the Turks, and the Empires 
fnundtd h'j ih em in Tartary and the Jj)zver Ana. 
Thu On)r}u of the Country, and differ tut Tribes 
or Branches nf the Turkish Nation ; with their j 
public Trunmctlons , till ttie Destruction of their 
Empire in Tartary^ 

TURK IS a name known in all languages, 
from which the Arabs formed the plural 
Atrak, that is, Turks. There are three tradi- 
tions concerning the origin of these people; one 
given by themselves, the other by the Persians '{ 
and Arabs, and the third by tlie Chinese. The 
Turkish historians say they are descended from 
the son of Japhet. Ao«ording^ to Mirkmond, a 
famous Persian hi-itorlan, the Turks are derived 
from Tur, the seventh king of Persia; but, ac- 
cording to Chinese historians, the Huns and the 
Turks arc the same people, who, at different 
times, went under these different names. The 
first is, that whidi they had before tb6 Christian - 
aera ; the second, that which a remnant of those 
Huns, re-c^tabhshed in Tartary, assumed after- 
wards ; and say, that they dwelt in the neigli- 
bourhood of the ^reai desert, extending from the 
country of Korea, in the East, to that of Getes, 
in the West. 

Historians, in general, divide the 'ancient 
Turks into twO classes, according to th^ir mode 
of living. Some of their tribes inhabited citie?, 
aiid, consec|vient\^, Vi«A ^Tsx-wafet^t dwellings; 
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the rest lived in tents, after the custom of th6 
Arabs. From the latter are descended the Tur- 
coman*?, the ancestors of the present Ottomans. 
They believed in one only God, the creator of 
the heavens and cartli ; ' to whom they sacri- 
ficed Horses, oxen,, and sheep. They held thfe 
water, air, and fire, in' high reSpect ; and , 
chanted hymns, in honour of the earth. Their 
priests pretended to the knowledge of future 
events. The Arabian and Persian authors give 
but an unfavourable representation of the natu- 
ral disposition, of the Turks, which they desOribt 
as gross and brutal ; and cite, in support of their 
assertions, some proverbs little to their praise. 
In one of their old volumes is a distich, to the 
following purport: "Although a Turk, or a 
Tartar, should fexcel in every branch of the 
sciences, still will barbarism always remain in 
the ground-work of his character.'* They have 
another proverb in frequent use, viz. "Though 
a Turk should be a doctor of the Mussulman 
law, yet one might kill him without scruple.* 
This revengeful aversion was, no doubt, the 
consequence of the cruel treatment the Persianf 
have so often experienced from that nation dur- 
jng their bloody wars. Nor were the Arab^ less 
oppressed: and we may assert, that the sam^ 
sentiments prevail among the populace of the 
present day, who still continue seditious and in* 
solent. These people were always eminent fot 
personal courage^; and, in general, those Turk?, 
who have preserved their original character, 
have a haughty air, and appear formed for mar* 
tial deeds. ^ 

Great Tartary, the p!acc of habitation for vari- 
ous Taikish tribes, or nations, in its greatest 
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extent, is situated between 57 and 160 degrees 
of longitude, and between • the 37th and 55th 
degrees of north latitude. This vast region is 
divided into two parts; the one called the 
Western, and the other the Eastern Tartary; 
the latter is scarce one- fourth so large as the 
former. Although the lands in Western Tar- 
tary, belonging to every nation and tribe, are 
parked out, and well known to the inhabitants^ 
yet there are few or no cities, towns, or villages, 
to direct strangers ; their several situations or 
possessions are best distinguished and ascer- 
tained by their natural niarks or boundaries; 
such as mountains, rivers, and lakes, with which 
Western Tartary abounds. 

The principal mountain of those which run 
along the northern borders, is called the Great 
Mountain ; that which makes the southern 
boundary, is Called the Lesser Mountain; and 
the third great chain is called Mount Altay, ly- 
ing, nearly in the middle, between the Caspian 
Sea and Eastern Tartary, and extending be^ 
tween the other two, in about the 110th degree 
ef longitude, , ' . 

The chief deser(s or plains^are; first, .tho«?eof 
Kipjak, in tlie west, extending many 'days joyr- 
xiey, on the north and north-east, on the Caspian 
Sea ; secondly, those stretching eastward, from 
Kipjak to Mount Allay j thirdly, that called the 
Great Kobi, or Sandy Desert,' by the Moguls, 
and Shamo, by the Chinese. U is divided, by 
ridges or hills, into three or four parts, and ex- 
tends eastward, from Mount Altay to Eastern- 
Tartary. 

Besides thelDnieper, the Don, and the Wolga, 
Aere are Bvany other prl\:\ci\)^l cLvecs filling into 



IN TARTAUT AKD ASIA, 24^ 

tlie Caspian Sea. The principal lakfs are, the 
Kamish, about iS-J- miles long, and nearly as 
many broad; the second is the Issikoi, ^ Ikke of 
but small extent, but celebrated atnbtig the inha- 
bitants for being the place where Tark, thdr 
great ancestor^ fixed his royal seat. 

As to the political state of Western Tar(?iry, 
it may be observed, that it is entirely possessed hf 
the Mogul nations, un^ler several Khans, whos6 
dominions are named after the people, or thfe 
prince who rules over tliera. The fitst and chief 
of ihese Mogul nations are, the Eluths, nick- 
named Ralmuks by the Mohammedan Tartars. 
These ate divided under two Khans. 

The second nation or branch of the Mogufe 
are, the Kalka, or Halha Moguls ; their coun- 
try extends from Mount Altay, in the east, to 
the source of the river Kalka. The third branch 
of the Moguls, properly so called^ are thosfe 
whose territories lie to the south of that of the 
Kalka's, between them and the great wall of 
China; to which empire both nations are sub- 
ject. 

Besides these khans (who, with the?r subjectj, 
are idolaters, of the religion of Tibet, or the 
Dalay Lama), there are two others in Gredt 
Tartary, who possessed that part called Turkes- 
tan, situate to the north of Great Bukharla and 
Karazm, between those countries and the domi- 
nions of the Elulhs. 

It may be questioned whether all'the different ' 
tribes of people inhabiting Tartary arc branches 
of the Turks ; but it seems probable, that there 
was a particular nation among the ancient Scy- 
thians, who went by that name, since the Turks- 
are mentioned by Pliny, who placed them amon^ 
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the jutions dwelling in the neighbourhood of 
Ibe river Tanai^ and the Palus Moeolis^ They 
are not, however, mentioned by any Greek 
writer before the middle of the sixth century; 
and then they/are spoken of as being situated to- 
wards the east. Both the Romans and tlie 
Chinese mention the rise of the Turkish ^power; ' 
iand it is worth observing, that they both confirm 
a very remarkable circumstance in the history of 
the Moguls, which almost proved them to be the 
same peoplfe with the Turks ; viz. their working 
in iron, in a mountain called Kin ; from which 
an ancient fable may be dated, of the Moguls 
making a way through that mountain^ by melt- 
ing the iron mines. 

The ancient Huns, or Turks, dwelt in tents 
placed in carts, and removed from place to place 
for the conveniency of pasture to feed their cat- 
tle, which supplied them witli both food and 
clothing. They despised old people, and only 
esteemed the young, as more proper for wur,^ 
which was their sole occupation. Their riches 
couiisted in sheep and cattle; but chiefly in the 
number of captives taken in war. The jkulls of 
their enemies served for drinking cups, in their 
principal ceremonies. Once every year, they 
assembled at the imperial camp, and sacrificed 
to their ancestors, heaven, the earth, and spirits. 
Every morning, the emperor adored the rising 
sun, and, in the evening, the moon. The left 
hand was the post of honour, with these people, 
as it is at present with the Turks ; and, in all 
their epcampments^^ the emperor's lent was 
placed towards the north. At bis death, they 
put into the qoflin, with his body^ his richest 
habits, and conveyed him to his sepulchre, at- 

tciuded 
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nded by all his' family ^nd officers. For the 
*ace of one month, Aiey attended on him in 
e Slime manner as when living ; and the men 
: valour engaged In tilling, like our knight^ in 
je days of chivalry, in their tournamerits. 
Thus lived the Huns, in the earliest times» 
nder their tanjus or emperors; but their man* 
lers changed in process of time. When re- 
'stablished in Turkestan, they introduced a bar- 
)aroa.s custom with regard to their kings'. As 
toon as theii^ grand khan was dead, his son, or 
nearest relation, was declared emperor; and, to 
know if his reign would be happy and long, 
they put a silk cord about his neck, and, aiter 
drawmg it so tight as to stop respiration, then 
slackened it; and* the first words which he pro- 
nounced, when he recovered, were considered as 
predictions of what was to happen in his reign. 

These Huns inhabited Turkestan from the 
highest antiquity; and it appears, from their 
history, that, after wards several Chinese also re- 
moved into that part of Tartary, After the 
destruction of their Hegira dynasty, a prince of 
that family retired thither, with all his people; 
and, according both to the Chinese and Persian 
historians, tlie emperors of the Huns, are his 
descendants. His posterity reigned a long time 
over the whole nation of the Huns, with a title 
of Tanju, being the contraction of a word which, 
in their language,, signifies the *' Son of Heaven,'* 
and often committed hostilities against the Chi- 
nese, notwithstanding the treaties of peac*e and 
alliances which were made with them. 

Under one oC these princes, named Pu Ka 
Tanju, the empire of the Hans began to decline 
considerably, A terrible famine, which hap* 
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pencd among thtm, proved the forerunner of 
msiny other eviJs. The /L.'hiiiese« liking advan- 
tage of their miserable circumstances^ ^attacked 
t|bem; but, at their humble entreaty, granted 
them peace: yet, scarcely were the Chinese re- 
tired, when the Eastern Tartars entered their 
country, and obliged tiiem to remove nearer to 
ll)e north ^ but that which was the source of all 
liieir evils, and completed the ruin of the empire, 
iiras the dissention which crept into the ro)aI 
family, on the idllov^ ing occasion : Pu Ku Tanja 
put to death his brother, wlio was to have been 
his successor, in order to place Iiis own son on 
tlie throne. Hereupon, a prince of the same fa- 
mily, tiie son of an emperor, concluded that the 
succession beloi.ged to him ^ an opinion which 
bad nearly cost hiiu his lii-j; but, being cau- 
tioned in lime oi' his danger, he kmnd means to 
escape, nnc\ put himself at the head of certain 
hgrdesor tribes, who proclaimed him emperor 

Thus the empire of ihc Huns was divided into 
two parts: those, of the south, over whom the 
new monarch reigned ; and those of the north* 
subject to Pti Ku Taiiju. It is tiiis division of 
wiiich the Persian hisloris^ns make mention; 
giving to. one pait)' the name of Moguls, and to 
tlic other tliat ot Tartars. 

Aiier this defection, the Northern Huns found 
the Chinese less disposed to assist them in their 
Calamities than they were before. They were 
cnntiiiually opposed by those of the south, who, 
^t leiigih, granted tliem a peace. Tliey their 
re-olvcd to carry their arms .against China, buji 
tiierc t::ey were opposed by the Huns of the 
ft)ulii^ who repul.s^'d then) with considerable 
ions. At lengvU U\^ Ctivut^s^,. always assisted by 



1 



2.H TURKISH EMPfttE, 

Tumwcn Khan, at that time chief ofthc Turks* 
marched out of the mountain, at the head of these 
people, and defeated the enemy. Next year, 
he marched against the Juijen, defeated ihem, 
and slerw their khan; after which exploit, he 
caused himself to be called Tumwen likhan : in 
this manner was established a powerful dominion 
in Tartary, at that time called the empire of the 
Turks. 1 o preserve the memory of the origin 
of this family, they used to assemble every ytar, 
and, with iftuch ceremon}*, hammered a piece 
of hot iron upon an anvil* a custom which 
continued to the time of Jenghis Khan, who 
was descended from this Tumwen Khan ; and it 
IS from hence that some of our historians have 
reprtisented this prince as the son of a black« 
^smiih. • 

Tumwen Ilkhah, after he had subdued the 
Juijen, attacked and defeated sevei*a1 other peo- 
ple of Tartary.' Hiif snns, c3ccitcd''by their fli 
ther's example," formed ah eropire> which ex- 
tended from tivQ •Ca?fpian Sea to Korea ; but, as 
so great a regfen c<iuJd not long remain under the 
do;ninion. o^ one- prince, these Turk's divided it 
rnio two •branches; the eastern and the western, 
who had each tlieir particular khan. The empire 
of the latter extended as far as the Sihun, and 
more than once became formidable to the king< of 
Persia: the oriental Turks, who inhabited the 
farther end of Turkestan, were destroyed by the 
p**f>ple named Kitan, who came origHially from 
iLastern IVtary. After the destruction -of their 
empire, the. Turks formed themselves into 
small principalities-; and every horde had its par- 
ticular khan. 

- ^ . The 
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The posterit)' of Tiimvven Ilkhan dwindled in- 
sensibly, and was on the point ot being exlin- 
guislied, or at least of never making any consi* 
derable figure again in Tartary, when the iamous 
Jenghis Khan appeared. This is the original 
of the Turks, according to the Cliinese his*- 
torians. . j . - 

After what has been said of the early Turks, 
and their affairs, it would be proper to give some 
account of the manners and custom?; of these 
people; but our memoirs are very defective in 
such particulars. The Byzant'yw historians take 
notice of very few things concfif^iog them, and 
those only occasionally ; as that the Roman am^ 
bassadors found their king DisabiAJes under a tent, 
atteilded by a coach (or yv^ggon\' witl^ two 
wheels; that^it was their <;ustom to^ shave . th^ 
J)eard, in- token' t>f grief; and l'. it Taxander re- 
quired this oBregiony of the Roman ambassadors^ 
upon the d^^ath, 9! hi^ father ; that, during the fuc* 
jneral, he orcleredHfour Huns.tabe brought out of 
.prison, ^nd slaii) upon the -tomb, * with iEe horses 
pf the- deceased, prince; that they paid public 
signs of veneration to fire and watex, ^nd qbanled 
Jiymns in honpi^ pf the earth j that, howevcf, they 
aubredt 'only -one God, creator of ,the» visible 
world, aiKl . sacriHced to him^-hprses. bulb** aiKl 
sheep ; jaslly, that their pjiests pretended to fbrptel 
iiulurc events. It appears, that thj^same customs 
was common to the "Moguls, and ^ber inhabitants 
of Tartary, in liie time of Jfiflghts Khan. Th^ 
Greek historians say nothing lis to the character 
of the Turks, but,^ among /\rab and. Persian ai^- 
thors, the word Turk passes usually for a highj- 
waypian, or robber. Hafez,** a Persian poet, who. 

Z2 lived 
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lived in the 1 5th century, speaking of some evil, 
says, that it takes from our hearts all patience, and 
repose with as much violence as the Turks or 
beggars snatch the- victuals from a well -furnished 
table. It may be seen, in the 'history of the ca- 
Jiphs of the family of Abbas, to what a degree the 
blood of the Turks was thought unworthy to be 
mixed with theirs, when it was proposed to give 
a princess of that house in marriage to Togfui Bee, 
£rst sultan of the Seljuk race. 

The Arabs and Persians bore a hatred to the 
Turks for the injuries received from them, for se* 
veral ages together, not only by their frequent 
invasions from Tartary^ but also by the disturbs 
ances they raised in their dominions, Al Motas- 
^m, eighth calipb of the Abbas race, and iseveral . 
other princes of Asidi, caused a jgsmi number of | 
Voung Turkish AsLves, the ,handsoipe;twho could j 
be procured, to be -bought aB\d -eductited in their I 
courts ! these, being ibfssed into trodps of militia, ] 
rot onlyx>ften-rebe(fedxQd deposed the caliph, but 
involvisg the country in cruel war, committed oi^ 
fieard'-oT outrages on the inhabitants^ ds we haV6 
ialreaxljr observed; 

This is the true foundation of the great animo* 
sity whibh the Arabs and Persians bore the Turks^ 
iivho, it mi^st be acknowledged^ always were a 
TQfost turbulent aiid insolent race vvhere they ha4 
power, though humble dnough where they had 
Done. How'evfcf , they were not altogether so 
despicable and brutish as tbeir enemies represent 
them. The good air and ipiei; of these young 
slaves pleased the eyes of the Persians, insomuch, 
that the poet Hafe^ himself, who had passed so 
severe a reficctton on th^m, makes (he word T^rk 
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o signify a handsome man ; an(L was charmed 
vilh one oF them to such a degree, that, in 
lis divan^ he cxckiims, .^'..IF.I could but gain 
he good-will ot' this. Turk, of the ^;ily of 
ihiraz, I would •give, for., the smallest of his 
avours, the cities of Samarkand axxi Bok>* 



»ara." 



Authors .divide the Turks intn .twokind.^: with 
espect to their way of living; some dwelling in 
owns and iixed habitations ; others in .the fidds^ 
>nd leading a wandering life, like the Bedwan 
\rabs: these are called by the .Tucks-: Guchgunji 
\trac, which implies a roving, kind of life» and 
vithout fixed dweiliogs. From these the Turk<f 
nans, and even the founder of the.Othnian ia^- 
nily, are descended. .The Turks originally, like 
dl the other nalioas inhabiting Tarlaiy, lived in 
he tields, under tents, and withobt. any houses 
)ut such fis were carried on i carts; and, we pret 
iume, it will bfe...very .dirtkuH to prove t^iat ever 
he Turks lived In towns, or iixed habitations, tiU 
;uch time as the> h^d taken them from their neighs 
XHirs in the south. , . .j : 

Before we quit the subjecl,. it will be necessary 
o examine whether the Turks ;are descended 
rooi the anciei)t Scythians^, mentioned by the 
[jreek and Rojnan authors; \vhether all . the^inha^ 
>itaQti>ofTartary were either originally Turks, ot 
;pr\ing from one and the satne roiot; . • , ■ t 

If by Scythians is (o be understODd npt: tliotio 
properly so called, but all the difterent nations 
nentioned by Herodotus, Pliny, Ptol^tuy, land 
3ther authors^ which, under that, common name^ 
inhabited that vast region^ it ma^'y without', besu^ 
tation^ bean8W€u:ed| that; the pTCsent.iobaiKtahts 

' Z 3 ^^ 
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&re the descendants of the ancient, or rather «f 
such of that people as remained in Tartary^ over 
and above those which might have been destroyed, 
or migrated into other regions; for not only is 
there a great conformity in the persons, maimers, 
and cpstoms of both, but no other nation or na« 
lions can be as^ign^, from whence the present 
possessors of Tartary could proceed. To the 
south of them live people, as the Persians, Indians, 
Tibetians, and Chinese, who always dwelt in 
eities, or fixed habitations; and, consequentlyi 
could never be tempted to change their country 
and manner of living for those of the Scytliians, 
unless compelled by force, of which we meet with 
no instances in history. 

As to the second question, whether all the inhti 
bitants of Tartary are either originally Turks, or 
sprung from the same root, our opinion is in the 
negative ; for there is no probability that people 
so extremely different in their make and features 
ias most of the Mohammedan Tartars and the 
Eluths or Kalmuks are, should proceed from the 
same stock. It is true, all tlie inhabitants o{ 
Western Tartary speak the same language, or, 
tat least, dialects of it ; but might not this happen 
through constant intercourse, or one power pre* 
vailing over the rest^ as that of the TuiIls did in 
the sixth century, and that of the Moguls in the 
twelfth ? The conqu^ed people generally speak 
the language of the conquerors, as well as their 
own, which, by degreies, becomes extinct, as that 
bf the Kopts almost already is in Egypt> where the 
Arabic prevails ; the Cehic in Gaul^ where tke 
French takes place ; ajid in England the British* 
wtiidi his been superseded by ttra English. 

However^ 
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Hmvever, it must be allowed, that the idenr- 

/ or affinity of languages would go nearly to a 

ftain proof of the identity of nations, as to origini 

i Ih^y agree in other circumstances ; and might 

K) be admitted as a tolerably sure rule in (racing 

e migrations of people : because the migrating 

ition cannot receive their language from people 

a different language among whom they live ; 

id therefore must be akin to tiie unmigrating 

ation whose language happens to be the same 

/ith theirs. Thus the language which the Olhr 

aan* Turks speak, though mixed with Persian, 

\rabic, and even Greek words, demonstrates 

hat they came from Tartary, or are descended 

Tdm some of the inhabitants of that region known 

by the name of Turks ; although it may not be 

easy to ascertain the particular tribe or tribes from 

whidi they draw their original. 

It appears, from the relation already given, 
both by the Romt^n and Chinese historians, that 
tlie country possessed by the Turks, at their first 
becoming tnown in the world, was about the 
middle of all Tartary, towards Mount Altay, 
which divides that great region, as it were, • into 
two parts;" and that, in a few years, they, from 
a very inconsiderable beginning, extended their 
dominion from the river Lyau, in the east, 9s far 
westward as the Caspian Sea. Thus, almost the 
whole of Great Tartary, becoming subject to the 
Turks, might have taken the name of Turkestan, 
or Country of the Turks; at least, tlie oriental 
writen give that name to all the countries lying 
iiorth of the river Sihun or Sir, the Jaxartes of the 
ftncienfs. 
The present Turkestan is situated between 

forlj"^ 
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ibrty-tvvo and fifty-one degrees of latUude,; and 
between Sf venty-three and ninety degrees of lon- 
gitude, reckoning from Ferro, one of the Canary 
I.^ltis. It is bounded on the north bj^ the 
-Aral Tag, or mountains of eagles, which ar^ 
accounleci mere i)ills in those parts ; qxi the. east 
by tl)e dominions of the grand khan of* the 
Eluths or Kalmyks ; on ll)e south by' the river 
Sir, which separates it.from Kara^m and Great 
Bukharia; and on the west by the Caspian Sefi 
and river Yem. It is about six hundred and 
sixty miles in length from west to east, and five 
hundred and forty in breadth from south to 
north. 

The country consists generally of y^st ex- 
tended plains, which are- very fruitful, and lias 
but few mountains, excepting those just men- 
tioned. 

When Turkesjtan was in its flourishing state, 
under its o\yn sovereigns, slnd even till the ir- 
ruption of Jenghis Khan^ it abounded with strong 
and populous cities. However, these, or most 
of thcjini, probably • were not built by the Turks, 
who lived mo^ly. in the fields, but by; the inha- 
bitants c^ the country, pr the Arabs, from ^hora 
they took them. These were situate diieflyon 
the rivers in the southern parts, especially;, on 
Ihe gT;eat river Sir, which was its natural cpxhmoo 
boundary on the side of Great Bukharia. ,^. 

Four oH these citifes were, at different periods, 
the (Capitals of Turkestan. Many of then;i still 
exist, notwithstanding the destruction made by 
the Moguls under Jenghis Khan ; but we are 
better acquainted with the statu of them at that 
time thftn 'we are lat present, being furnialied 
.with very few modern accounts relating to this 
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part of Asia. Otrar, called by the Arabs Fa- 
rab, was situated in the most western territory 
of Turkestan. It was a city of extensive trade 
between the Turks and the Mohammedans, when 
the Moguls invaded the dominion of sultan Mon 
hammed. 

As this was a place of great importance, the 
sultan left sixty thousand mep wilh Gayer Khan^^ 
tlie governor, to defend it, who, on the march of 
Altay and Jagatay, two of Jenghis Khan's sons, 
with two huadred thou<iand men, to attack i^ 
retired into the town, and vigorously defended 
it for 6ve months ; but as the place could not hold 
cMt much longer, one of his generals advised 
him to capitulate in time, The governor, he* 
tiig conscious that he had been the sole occa4 
sion of the war, rejected the proposal. Here-^ 
upon, the general retired in the night, with hit 
ten thousand men, into the camp ot the Moguls^ 
who, detesting his treachery, slew ^henfi all, and 
entered the pity by the gate out of which they had 
naarched. 

Gayer Khan, finding the town taken/ retired^ 
with' twenty thousand men, into thecastle>. which 
being to6 c5n(ined for so great a number, h^ 
endeavoured to free himself by continual saU 
fies. These attacks extremely incommoded the 
enemy - for some time ; but the princes, re- 
doublinjg; their efforts, took it ^t last sword in 
hand, and cut all the garrison to pieces. The 
governor, perceiving ail was- lost, retired into 
his apartment with' two men, who being at 
length killed, and arrows- failings Gayer do- 
tended himself for some time wilh great stones^ 
wtiich his wife suppUe4 him witbt ^l last, he 

was 
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was taken^ loaded with chains, and soon after 
put to death by Jenghis Khan. 



CHAP. X. 



Jlie Seljukiam of Irak or Persia, and qf Kerman, 



BESIDES the empire which the Turjcs esta- 
.Wished in Tartary, Uwir native country, 
they founded four great monarchies in the south 
of Asia. The three fkst were possessed by the 
princes of the same family, caJied Seljuks and 
Turks, of *the same tribe. The fourth by the 
princes of tlie family of Otlmian.or Ozman, .with 
their, respective followers. ^ . 

The Seljukians derive their origin from Seljuk, 
the (gither of Dekak, chief officer of a prince of a 
Turkish tribe, who dwelt on the coasts of the 
Ca<;pian Sea.- Seljuk had several childi^p, whq 
became powerful in adherents,- and very rich in 
^ocks ' and lands : he had embraced the Moham- 
medan taith, and his descendants followed his 
example. This reljgion .rendered them objepts of 
suspicion to their couptrymen of Turkestan ;, but, 
on th^ other hand, it gained them the friendship 
f>f the caliphs of Bagdad, who employed them as 
their guard* and incorporated numerous Ibbckies of 
them with their armies, ' 

About, the time.tha^ tb^ Seljuk Tui^ki;... entered 

Persia, 
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;rsia, the provinces of Khorasan, Gazna, Per-* 
ai> Irak, and part of India^ were under Masud, 
lird sultan of the Gazni race. They sent an 
xpress to ihe sultan, to demand a place of set- 
ement, offering to swear obedience and fidelity 
3 him : but Masud received the ambassador very 
1; and, among other severe things, said that 
iC bad never heard of the Seljuk family, al- 
hough he himself was a Turk by descent, and 
nighr to have been well acquainted with all .tins 
Hustrious houses of that nation. When the SeU 
jukians were told with what contempt the sultan 
had treated both their ambassador and familv, 
Ihey prepared for war; and while Masud was 
subduing the provinces of Jorjan and Tabust^, 
raised some commotions in Khorasan, but re- 
mained quiet upon his return. 

Although their affairs were not settled, y^\. the 
sultan determined to march into India, against 
the advice of his generals. . In his absence they 
made incursions throughout the country, from 
Khorasan lo Pars, or Persia Proper, with so 
much success, that they seized the government«5 
of Ray and Ispahan. By this time Masud re- 
turned from his Indian expedition to Gazna, 
and, two years after, set out again for Jorjan. 
In his way, being infcMmed that the governor 
of Balk oppressed hi^ subjects, he advanced to- 
iviirds him; but, when he had reached about 
halfway, he turned bWk against Dawd Seljuk, 
by whom being defeated, he fled to Gazna^ 
where he put to deatii many of the Turks who 
)iad 'served under him, because they had ipisbe- 
faaved in the battle. 

' Masud soon after- sent an army against the 
Seljuk Turks, whom he defeated, and took some 
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prisoners. Not long after tliis events £bn Seljuk i 
dying, his soldiers put themselves under the 
command of his son> Mohammed, surnamed Tu- 
n grol Bee, who, attacking Ma ^d's army, 
^\}z' routed it, and pursued them to Tus, which 
^^^'' he besieged and U>ok. This is the first 
city which fell into the hands of Uie Seljukiansi 
vviio assembled there and fortified it. 1 hey af- 
terwards subdued Nishaburb 
- Meanwhile Masud fled into India^ where he 
remained a long time; so that Khorasan being 
deserted by him, Xhe Seljuka made use of the 
opportunity, and conquered it. Masud, upon 
advice of this encroachment,, returned from India; 
but the Seljukians advancing, put him to flight ; 
upon which the caliph, Kayem, recommended 
to their attention the defence of the country of 
the Mussulmeh. Masud, incensed at this.OQCur- 
rence, marched against them, and was defeated a 
second time: and thus their empire was establish- 
ed in die yearof Christ 1039* . 

As soon as Togrol Bee was acknowledged king 
in the city of Nishabur, in the year 429, he sent 
l^is brother JafFar Bee to subdue the city and 
(ountry of Herat, in the province of Khorasan; 
which conquest being soon performed, be apr 
pointed one of his undea to govern it.~ In the 
mean time he marched in person to Mero, and, 
having taken it, he made it his t'oyal seal, lie 
afterwards put Khorasan under new regulalionfi, 
ajid suppressed the disorders which had reigned 
in that country for a lonj^ time. 

The same year Sultan Masud Gazni a^^semUed 

all hrs -forces to drive the Seljukians out of hit 

xtominions; but the Vwo \ji^a\X^^\\ Vcwvwt %l«> 
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collected their troops, after an exceedingly 
bloodj battle, gained so complete a victory, 
that Masud found he had no further business in 
Khorasan. 

The oriental authors divide the Scljukians in- 
to three dynasties, or races of princes, reigning 
in the south of Asia; and which were contenjpo- 
rary, not successive; namely, those of Irak, or 
Persia at large ; those of Kerman, a province of 
Persia ; and those of Rum, or Asia Minor. To- 
grol Bee, first sultan of this dynaMy, received 
ihe surname or title of the "pillar of iaith and 
religion." Although the Seijuks had gained 
possession of almost all Khorasan, yet Masiid 
resolved to exert his utmost endeavours to re- 
cover it out of their hand^. Accordingly, hav- 
ing raised a con^tiderable army, he marched 
against Togrol Bee, and put him to flight, 
killing a great number of- his men, and taking 
many prisoners. Next year Togrol Bee return- 
ed to Nishabur, trom whence Masud fled to 
Gazna; and then the Seljukians became ma!;ters 
of all Khorasan : on which occasion, an incre- 
dible multitude of people were slain. 

These successes were followed by the patent 
of investiture sent to the two brothers, '1 ogrol 
Bee and Jaffar Bee, by the Caliph Keyem, and 
by the reduction of the provinces, of Jorjan and 
Fabustan, which Togrol Bee undertook, and 
then subdued all the Persian Irak. Masud, 
ifter his retreat to Gazna, raified fresh forces, 
fie command of which he gave to his son Mae- 
iud, whom he sent towards Balk, to defend that 
rontier : then, carrying his blind brother, Mo- 
iammed; with him, he marched again into the 
Indies, where he contin\ied V.WV VVva ynx\K^ "ssis.- 
VoL.X. - A a ViWYcv^* 
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lowing, and made great progress ; but, being- 
obliged to advance towards the ciiy oF Balk to 
defend himself again-^t the Seljukians, who evejry 
day^ increased in power, as he was about to pass 
liie Indus, one of his generals deposed,, and af- 
tirwards murdered him. 

Maedud, his son, who was then at Balk, 
succeeded him in the kingdoms of Khorasan 
and India; but the Seljulf: Turks in these pro- 
vinces refusing to acknowledge him, he sent an 
army against them, which was defeated. On 
the other side, great numbers of the Turks, 
breaking out of Turkestan for the. sake of plun- 
der were routed by Maedud^s garrisons. By 
this time, the povver ' of the Seljukians was so 
well established, that after the Sultan's death, 
they found it no difficult matter to annex to their 
other conquests the province of Balk, with all 
the country ^f Karazm. 

The distractions virhich had long subsisted at 
Bagda^d, occasioned by the Turkish militia, still 
continued to afflict that city ; when great dissen- 
sions arose between the Caliph Keyem's visir 
ar.d a Turk called Basasiri. This Basasiri wai 
c^riginally a slave to the king of Irak and Bag- 
dad, but, by degrees, rose to be one of the prin- 
cipal commanders under that monarch. Being 
obliged, on account of this quarrel, to quit Bag* 
dad, he put himself under the protection of Al 
Mo^tanser, caliph of Egypt, .who, supplying him 
with troops, be became very powerful in Irak 
Arabia, and at length obtained possession pf the 
country, which he ravaged as ^ar aj^ the imperial 
city;. -so that he became a terror both to tbe 
Arab^ and Persians. He wa^ already prayed 
fw ia the pulpits of that province; and, as the 

«liph 
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calfph had been deprived of all authority by Ihc 
Bnyiah princes, in whose hands he was kept so 
hy this rebellion of Basasiri, nothing remained 
to the prince but the naked title of king of Bag- 
dad. 

Tlie caliph being informed that Basasiri de^ 
signed, the same vear, to seize on the imperial 
castle, wrote to Togrol Bcc, who was then in 
the district of Rey, intreating him to come to 
his assistance. Basasiri was at Waset, whence 
some of the soldiers deserting, came to Bagdad, 
and, having plundered his palace, set it on fire. 
Togrol Bee arrived at that capital in the month of 
Jlamadan, bringing with him eighteen -elephants, 
and seized upon Malek, the king, for whom 
prayers were no longer offered. Thus ended 
the dominion of the Buyians, which had conti- 
nued 'one hundred and twenty-seven years , and 
that of the Seljuks brgan in the same city where 
Togrol Bee resided, in the imperial castle. . -. 
In the next year, the caliph married Ca- \^tf.' 
dija, the sister of Togrol Bee, who gave 
her a portion of a hundred thousand crowns in 
gold ; and Togrol Bee, having remained be- 
l«reen three and four months at Bagdad, march- 
ed towards Musol, carrying with hifn battering 
ran>5, and other engines of war. • He went also 
md besieged Takut, when the cities of Kufa, 
W^aset, and Aynottamri, announcing their alle- 
giance, caused prayers tt) bb made in the name 
>f Moslanser, caliph of Egypt. 

The caliph Kayem honoured Togrol Bcc 
with the imperial vest, and crowned him king 
>r Bagdad. He likewise adorned him with the 
?ollar and bracelets ; appointed him tvi\« ViNv:\ 
dscouri^ and ordered money Vobe ^:ci\v\'i'i^*vc\^^^^^ 
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name; Thus the suUanat of Bagdad, or post of 
einir-iiUomra, passed IVom the house of the Buyahi 
to that of the Seljuks, and his power was thorough- 
ly established ; nor \yas there any person left, 
in bulh the Iraks, to give him the least opposi* 
tion. 

'J1ie year following, Togrol Bee marched to 
Musol, and from thence to Nasibin, with a de» 
sign to subdue those places. There went with 
him his brother Ibrahim, whom Basasiri, by his 
emissaries, excited to revolt, giving, him hopes 
of obtaining the kingdom, and promising him 
assistance. Ibrahim, upon this, exacting an 
oath of fi4elity from the soldiers, departed, with 
a great army, to Rey, land rebelled. Togrol 
£ec marched against his brother Ibrahim, de« 
feated !)im, &nd, having taken him prisoner, 
strangled him with ^ bow-string. He likewise 
put to death a great number of Turkmans who 
had joined him. Having thus rercstablished his 
power, he marched to Bagdad, against Basasiri, 
and sent the caliph his compliments, with Qve 
thousand c;owns in gold, and six thousand suits 
pf clothes for hiiS wife. As soon as he arrirad 
at Bagdad, his soldiers pillaged that part called 
Karkha ; and, a tent being erected, the caliph 
remained in it for two days: after which, be 
went into the city, I'rona whence he ha4 been 
absent a whole year, accompanied by Togrol 
^cc, who held the bridle of the mule till he had 
palsied through the stone gate. To reward To- 
grpPs great respect, he gave him the. title of 
Kocnoddin, in these wpr^s, " Mount on horse* 
back, you who are the most firm pillar and sup- 
port ot religion." 
6<iu?e tia^e \^^^ii ^\\^\ ^'a^vfv "w^x^one to 
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•Wase(, and^ having collected a larg^ quantily 
of corn, sent it on board some harJcs. When he 
heard what had. happened at Bagdad, he ad- 
vanced to Nonianiya ; the suhan sent against 
bim part of his^rmy, following- himselt -with the 
rest of his forces, Ba^usiri being killed in the 
battle^ his head was brought to Togrol Btc, who 
ordered it to be tarried on a pike through the 
streets of Bagdad. Soon I'ller Ihis, Togrol Bee 
Remanded th($ daughter of Kayem in marriage ; 
•but the caliph giving him a deniaj, jt occasioned 
jnany messages and threatenings on (he part of 
the sul an, who next )ear forbad the caliph^s 
jpfiicers to meddle with the public money. In 
jconsequence qf this prohibition^ his counsellors 
advised him to let the sullan have the princess, 
a measure which he at length consented to, 
though much against \m inclination. On this 
.compliance, Togrol Bee, being greatly rejoiced, 
revoked the order he had given for seizing the 
caliph's treasures, and sent him very rich pre- 
sents. , 

In '1-55, the caliph's daughter was conducted 
to thu sullan, who received her with great de- 
monstrations of joy, and bestowed gitls on all 
those who accompanied her ; but six months 
atier, in the same year, Togrol Bee died at Key, 
in the capital of Irak, alter a prosperous and 
successful reign o^' twenty-six years. His arms 
were .vieloric us over hi.> foreign foes; and he 
also enjoyed interior peace, domestic union, and 
respect and esteem from his neighbours. lie 
vias amiable, wise, prudent, .a great politician, 
and, notwithstanding his civil and military oc- 
cupations, whicli were entirely dicQCUd b^ \\v^> 
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he found time to fulfil all the duties enjoined By 
religion. He died at the age of seventy. 

As Togrol Bee left no children, his nephew, 
Alp-Arslan, succeeded him, and in his person 
u^ere united the two kingdoms of Khorasan and 
Irak, with their dependencies ; so that when he 
began to reign, he was sole monarch of all the 
countries between the rivers Jihun and Tigris; 
that is, of all Persia, in its greatest extent, in 
the corniest of which he bore a considerable 
share. The name which this sultan took, aflet 
he had embraced Mohammed ism, was Moham*> 
nied ; that of Alp-Arslan, which signifies, inth^ 
Turkish language, the " courageous lion,'* is A 
surname. At the beginning of his reign, he con* 
demned to death Kandari, visir to Togrol Bee, 
fot abuses committed by him during his uncle'i 
life ; and raised to that employment Al Molk, 
who was the greatest man in his time, and ha4 
administered the aflfairs of the kingdom with the 
greatest integrity. 

At the beginning of this reign, Alp-Arslan 
made war against his cousin Kototmish, wlo re- 
belled against him in the province of Damegan ; 
but this revolt was soon suppressed, by an unex- 
pected accident ; for Koiolnnsh ad^^ancing at 
the head of his troops, to give the sultan battle, 
hh horse suddenly fell under him, and, throwing 
his rider^ broke his neck ; upon which/ his armies 
submitted, and were pardoned. 

This war was no sooner terminated, than Karn 

Arslan raised new disturbances in Pars and Ker* 

man. The sultan, to suppress this rebel, eifl. 

ployed Fadlhavich, one of his most vaGant com- 

manders, who defeated Vwv, -wnA. v«a rewarded 

ior his service wilh Vi\^.gjo\^ivva«\\\.^'i "^^w 
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But this ambitious governor, as soon as hs 
saw tiic sultan marcb. to Khorasan, resolved to 
tdze his province. In x)rcier to eiiect this pur« 
pose^ hfl fortified a castle, situated in a very ad* 
%'antage^s placc> where lie retired with, a fine 
body of tr-oops, and a great .deal of money; 
which he kad amassed by extortions in his go-& 
vemmekit. \ Ne;Kam A I Molk received orders 
from his prmce to attack this castle, and bring 
iiim^ the traitor, alive or dead. All who had a 
knowledge of the place advised him against this 
feiege> because they deemed it impregnable : but 
4he visir,. resolving to gratify his master, invested 
the castle with his forces^ and went himself round 
h to reconnoitre. 

During this tour^ he did not observe one man 
4)f the besieged upon the ramparts ; a circum- 
stance which, indicatuig the greatest confidence 
tff th^ir security, he was so mortified, that, but 
for the djsgrace, he would instantly have raii^ed 
the siege. However, he resolved to do his ut- 
most, and had already collected provisions and 
stores for a whole year's blockade: when, one 
nioming', at break of day, he was surprised to 
hear that the governor, desired to capitulate. 

The joy occasioned by this incident induced 
liim to grant them honourable conditions; the 
diief Of which was, that the governor should 
remain in the place, doing homage to the sul- 
tan> and pa}ing him a certain tribute annually, 
besides the usual presents. When il^atters were 
settled, the visir, who was in pain to know what 
could have obliged Fadlhavich , to make such a 
sadden surrender, was informed by one of the 
besieged, that it was owing to a tailure ot the 
sprii^, which wcr« very tmmeio^^ mNicvft^^saii^. 
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An attempt having, been made to dispossess 
the sultan of tlie pra\'ince of Kerman, he aiarch* 
eci thither with his arm^r : ..being obliged to passi 
through the great desert- -ot- Nubandijan, which 
separates , tliat proviiice from Khorasan^ his 
tPf'Ops, who had entered . it with great . reluc* 
tance, perceiving their provisions to fail daily, 
began to murmur, artd wete upon the poiiit of 
revoltiiag, when they came to an old ruined 
castle,w.«\rhi):h seemed to be the retreat of owls 
and . wild beasts ; ' but, ou ' examining it, thej 
foond corn enough to supply the whole army. 
Yet this plenty being, of. no use without drink, 
God, to complete the miracle, '(as our author 
asserts) sent so heavy a rain, that every body 
had water enough to serve his. occasions. 
^ j^ . The sultan marched against Khazsm^ 

' i'ti "<!* ^^^ ^^^ revoked in the country of Kho- 
' warazm, and, having routed his axmy, 
he bestowed the government of .that province on 
Malec Shah, his eldest son. -In his return from 
this expedition, through Khorasan, he p^id .« 
visit to the sepulchre . of Ali Riza, the eighth, 
imim, who was buried at .Tus, wher^ a great 
resort of people were. continually assembled for 
•purposes of devotion. • 

After he had performed this pilgrimage, he 
took the road of Rade Kan, where he encamped 
with his army in a most agreeable place. . FroiQ 
hence lue xlispatched couriers through all the pro- 
vinces of his empire, to summon the governors 
and great fords lo a general .assembly. ,^ These 
being all'assembled, h^ declared his son, Malec 
Shah, his successor, and . only, heir to his c)omi« 
nioiis. Then he oi^iiied V\vs ^on to. sit on a 
Uhoxiq of gol4 piepax*i4 tox ,^)c«x ^x^^^^ja^ ^x^Ji 
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Made all the officers of the empire take an oath of 
fidelhy (q him^ 

Immediately after this ceremony he acquaint- 
ed air the chiefs and generals of his armies that 
he designed t^. attempt thp conquest of Turkes- 
tan, the country whence he drew his original, 
and where, as he pretended, his ancestors for*- 
IDcierly reigned ; but this expedition was not un« 
dcrtaken till several yeas after. 

The Turks, understanding, that the Roman 
mnpire was governed hy a woman, invaded Me- 
sopotamia, Cilicia, and Cappadocia, destroying 
ail with fire and sword. The empress was not 
in a condition to- oppose them, the greater part 
4>^' her army having been disbanded in her hus- 
band's life-time, and the troops which were stiti 
4Mi fo«< being altogether unfit for service. Eudosia, 
therefore, to secure at once the empire from fo- 
reign, and herself from domestic, enemies, married 
Romanus Diogeiies, who was thereupon pro- 
claimed emperor. As he was a man of great 
activity and experience in war, he no sooner 
•aw himself vested with the sovereign power, 
than, taking upon him the cofnmand of the 
army, he passed over inlet Asia, vvher^ on his 
nrrival, he was informed that: the Turks, hav- 
ing surprized and plundered the city of Neo^- 
eaesarea were retiring with a rich booty. Tjre 
emperor following them> at tl»e head of a clio- 
«en body of light-armed troops, came up ^vith 
ihem on the third day, killed a great number 
of the enemy, and recovered the spoil. He 
then pursued his march co Aleppo, which he re^ 
topk, together with Hierapolis, whefe he built a 
strong castle. 
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Oa bis return, lie defeated a numerous body 
of Turks, who attempted to cut off his retreat; 
after which defeat, the Turks abandoned several 
cities on his approach. Alp-Arslan marched to 
. p. Akhlat, with forty thousand horse, to 
" * * meet the Romans, who had a great army ; 
' ' but they were defeated ; and their gene- 
ral being taken, tiie sultan ordered his nose to be 
cut off. 

In the following spring, the emperor marched 
again into Asia, at the head of a considerable 
army. But, contrary to the advice of N'icepho- 
rus firyenneus, who exhorted hiip to wait for the 
Turks in Cappadocia, he marched to Mazekerta, 
and,; dividing his army into two parts, one of 
which he sent to a small town, belonging to the 
Turki, between whom and the Romans seveial 
skirmislies hsq^pencd ; in one of which Basilacus, 
|he emperor's chief oflicer, was killed. At length; 
Komanu5, resolving to come to a general engage- 
ment, advanced with his army, in three bodiei^ 
of which he commanded the centre. 

When the armies were in sight, the sultan sent 
to the emperor to desire peace; .but his ansurer 
was, that he would come to no acx:oi|[imodation, 
Jinless the city of Rey vf^s surrende^red. The 
.sultan, provoked at this arrogance, <^. Fridaj 
afternoon, put up prayers to God whh tears in 
his e^es, in the presence of* his army/ wlio w^pt 
to see their monarch's distress. .Before he en- 
gaged, he gave those leavt? to return who wer^ 
^raid to slay, I'hen, casting away his bow and 
arrows, l^e took \m sword,' with an iron sceptre, 
l^rasping; his horse's tail, in hij hand, and all his 
, soldiers followed lus e)Lam^)le. He dressed in 

. Vi(hit^ 
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white, sprinkled himself with perfumes. "If I 
•m slain/* said he, "this will serve me for /a 
winding-sheet.'* 

After ^ bloody battle, the Romans were put to 
flight, and a multitude of tliem killed : their 
emperor was taken prisoner by a slave named 
Sbadi, .and being discovered by the ambassa- 
dor, Shadi, alightmgoff his horse, paid him re- 
verence, and then brought him to Alp-Arslan. 
The sultan, patting him three times with his 
hand, said, "Did I not s^nd to yuu proposals 
of peace, and you would not l>€arken to me ?" 
The emperor replied, " Do not reproach me, 
and do what you think pra})er :*' then asked the 
sultan, " What would you have done to me if I 
had fallen into your, hands ?'* " I should have 
inflicted some kind of disgraceful punishment on 
you,** answered the femperor. " And what," 
said the sultan, "do you think 1 shMl do to 
you ?** " Either put me to death," replied Ro- 
manus, ** carry me through your dominions for 
a spectacle to your subjects, or else, which is be- 
yond my hopes, spare me on payment of a ran- 
som, and appoint me your deputy." "Thiii 
last is the way," said the sultan, " that I intend 
to dedl with you." Accordingly, he set him at 
liberty, on conditipn of paying him a million of 
crown^ in gold, and dismissing all the Moham- 
medan prisoners in his empire. When matters 
were thus concluded, the sultan made the empe- 
ror sit on the throne witii him: then caused a 
lent to be erected for his use, sending him ten 
thousand crowns for his subsistence. He like- 
wise released many Roman lords, presenting 
tliew, as well as the emperor, with vests, by 

way 
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way of honour. At partings be sent 9fi arioy (9 

cscgrt him lo a place of safety. 

After this signal victory, Alp-Arslan m^ux:he<| 
into Georgia, which having conquered, to de- 
prived the great lords of their liberty, (iHit 
obliged thera to wear iron rings in their ^ars $19 
■gL cuark of slavery, to avoid which i^nQo^in/ 
many of them turned Mohammedans. 

The sultan Inade preparations for the conquer 
of Turkestan. When he reached the Jihun, he 
laid a bridge over th^t river for. the passage of 
his army., which, being very numerpus, was twen- 
ty days in passing. He attacked Barzam, in 
which Kothual commanded. This governor 
defended the place vigorously for sevefal days# 
which Al{>Arslah expected to have taken on 
the fim onset : on its surrendering, he reproach- 
ed him, in the most opprobrious language,, for 
his temerity in baving dared to oppQse sucb 
forces as his. The prisoner, who instead of in- 
sult, expected praise, answered him haughtily. 
The sultan sentenced him to be fastened to four 
stakes, and there left to expire in torture, K<^ 
thual, instantly drawing a long knife ^oqi his 
boot, exclaimed, " Infamous man ! is thi^ tbe 
treatment which my conduct merits ?^ apd 
attempted to rush towards the prince. Alp-Ar- 
slan, who was a very expert archer^ ordered \m 
guards to let him advance, at the .same time 
aimed an arrow at him, which missed him. Ko- 
thual sprung on him, gave him a mortal woaauV 
and was himself immediately massacred. 

Finding his dissolution near, he tlms address- 
ed his surroundifig friends: ".This day brings 
to my fecn(;mbrance two^c^ccellent adiponittong 

I formerly 
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: formerly received from a wise old man, wh^ 
vas my preceptor; Ihe first was^ never to de- 
pise any one >. the second^ never to have too 
rood an opinion of oneself. In the two last days 
>f my liie, I have transgressed against these two 
excellent precepts^ and am justly punished in 
ronsequence. Yesterday, while reviewing my 
iroops, 1 thought no human force capable of op* 
)6sing, nor any mortal daring enough to attack 
ne. To-day, while commanding luy guards not 
stop a mat\ approaching me with a naked w(*a- 
>on, I imagined I had strength and address 
:nough to defend myself alone ; but I now per- 
ceive that neither strength nor skill can over- 
come destiny/' His body was interred in a town 
railed Maru, and the following .simple ^pitapli 
nscribed on his tomb : •' All you who have seefi 
ho' grandeur of Alp-Arslan ascending to the 
clouds, visk Maru, and you will behold him 
juried in the dusl. He lived fortyfour years, of 
vhich he reigned nine." 

He was very brave and liberal ; ju^t^ patient, 
vUty, and sincere ; constant in prayer, and giv- 
ug alms ; he greatly feared God, and was a stre- 
luous idvocale for Mohammedism. His shape 
nd mien were so very engaging, that he gained 
he respect and affection of all who approached 
lim: He liad very long whiskers, and wore 
ommonly a high turban, made in the form of 
crownl His power was so great in Asia, that 
liere have been seen at the foot of his throne, 
lousands of princes, or sons of princes, paying 
icir court to him. 

The most famous siege undertaken by this 
»rincc was that of a place, called in the Persian 
mguage, "the dwelling of MwN *" gie^V^w^^vsX 

VoL.X. Bb ^"^ 
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of a monastery and church dedicated to the Vir- 
gin Mary, situated in the middle of a lake. 
Walec Shah chose for the attack the best of Ihe 
troops, whom he put inlo boat^, with ladders 
and grappling irons for scaling the walls: but just 
when they were going to make the assault, there 
arose so furious a storm on the lake, and the sky 
was darkened to such a degree, that nothing 
could be done. This storm was followed by so 
violent an earthquake, that both the besiegers and 
the besieged, Turks and Christians, expected to 
be swallowed up together. However, the latter 
suffered most by it, for part of their walls falling 
inlo the lake, when the elements were settled 
again, the Turks without any difliculty forced the 
place and ruined the monastery. 
. ^ Alp-Arslan was no sooner dead, than 
* * Malec Shah, one of his sons, was acknoi;^'- 
ledged heir and successor of his father, at 
the head of the armies which he had commanded. 
The calrph also sent him the confirmation of the 
title and power of sultan ; adding to this honour 
the quality of " commander of the faithful/' which 
till then the caliphs had reserved to themselves 
without conferring it on any Mohammedan prince 
whatsoever. 

Soon after he ascended the throne, Marubil 
and Kaderd, his uncles, rebelled against him. 
The latter was governor of the province of Kif- 
man, and advanced with a considerable A>rce as 
far as Kurj, or Gurj. The sultan sent the troops 
of Khor^san, which had always been victorious 
in his father's reign, to oppose him, Tlie two 
armies, after harassing each other for three days 
and nights, came to a general engagement, which 
proved one o( \!i:ie mo%VV>Vyyi^ tiiat wver happen* 
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id in Persia. At length the victory declared 
n favour of Malec Shah; and Kaderd, being. ta- 
cen prisoner, vi'as sent under a strong guard 
o a castle in Khorasan. On this signal success, 
ivhich established the new sultan's authority, 
.he troops became so insolent, that their prin- 
:ipal commanders insisted on having their pay 
loubled, threatening otherwise to set Kaderd on 
he throne. 

Malcc Shah, perceiving that the name of a 
competitor was suQicient to give occ*asion to his 
roops to revolt, caused Kaderd to be poisoned 
he same night in prison. Next morning, when 
he officers of the army came to know the sul- 
an's answer, the visir> v\ ho probably had a hand 
n what was done^ told them, that he. had not 
}een able a.s yet to present their petition to the 
lultan, because he, fpund him overwhelmed with 
jrief the night before, on the unexpected death 
>f his uncle, who, driven to .despair, had taken 
>oison which he had carried in one of his rings. 
This answer at once stopped the mouths of the 
)fficers and the whole army ; for they talked no 
npre of* the augmentation ' qf pay when they 
bund . the person was. d^ad who only could have 
avouredthQir mutiny,, 

After Malec Shah had. appeased the revolts in 
lifferent parts of hi.<i dominions, he returned into 
furkestan, thck original abode of his ancestors, 
md annexed, it to. the empire as an inheritance 
which ought ne\«er .to have separated from it. 
3ut a small territpry^ confined to the corner of 
he Persian Irak,: eluded all his attempts to sub- 
iigate it. \ The , principle of fanaticism which 
tt thi« period actuated the H.elhaniaiva> \s w\vc^\« 
ain; but life was of no vaVuts *m vVv^Xi M^v^et^* 

'B'b2 ^^^^ 
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, his corpse out oi* Bagdad; and, by distrrbulin{| 
money^ prevailed on the ^my to take the oath to 
her son. The caliph also ordered hb name to be 
publi:jied in the pulpits ; and sending hnn the en- 
sign >♦ of investiture, he was clothed with the sul- 
tan *.< vest, the crown put on his head, and tiie 
sword girt on'.iiis side. On this occasion it is 
observed, that never prince so young behaved 
with a better grace ; and that, -after the caliph's 
tvisir, who performed the ceremony, had made 
him his master's compliments, he returned thanks 
i'or the favours received in a very polite manner. 
As SOCHI as^ the ceremony was over^ the sulta.a 
went to Nahrawan and encamped. 
> While Mahmud was crowned at Bagdad, fiar^ 
kiarok watt ! acknovt^ledged for legal successor at ~ 
-Ispahan, where he then resided; with whom 
manyjoineil, as being the e]des;t son of Malec 
Shah, and because-lie wai. thought more capable 
of governing tiie stale than a child and a woman, i 

Turkham Khatun, who was a woman of great 
spirit as well ai understanding, . marched jtliither 
from Mahrav/an with saclxiiljgence, that she sur- 
prised him -in that city,, which she took ; but some 
ilomestics of th^ late. Nezam AI Molk found 
means to effect his escape oat of his optother-in* 
law's bands, and be retired to Shiraz. 

The prince not only gave him proieclion, but 
conducted hiin to Rey, one v of the capitals of 
Irak, where he claused him to be acknowledged 
the rightful :successor. At the same time the 
sultana caused her son Mabmud to be crowned 
-at Ispahan, the other capita), and tent troops to 
pursue Darkiarok; but many of them deserting 
to .his standard, \\e d^{(^^lbed the. rest. Among 

liie prisouccs Vakeiv ou \^\i^ owasasww >h^ T5i\ol 

^ \ \5LvSis. 
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Molk Kiami, who, being brought to the suhan^ 
ihe friends of his predccesitor slew him. He was 
a Persian, endowed with many virtues,, and ex** 
cellencies of every kind. 

After this success. Barkiarok marched to hr 
pahan.. and besieged his brother with an array 
<if twenty tliousand men. Turkan Kat&o^ fiadingr ~ 
the people feaily to revolt, came to an accommoo 
datimi ; by which Mahmud and she were left 
in possession of Ispalian and its dependencies, 
on condition he divided with Barkiarok the trea- 
sure of his father which was in that city. 

The sultian, having received for his share five 
hundred thousand dinars in goId« raised the^ 
siege, and turned his arms towards Hasnadan, 
where one of hi^ uncles, named Ismael, com- 
nanded, who, allured by the sultana with hopes 
of marriage, had made war upon his nephew. 
-The two armies, which were pretty equal, met 
near that city; where, after an obstinate batde, 
Ismael was defeated and slain. The same year 
Takash Shah, son of Arslan Shah, another of 
Barkiarok^s unclc^s, declared war against him ; 
and having a much greater force, obliged him 
to retire towards Ispahan, where he was very 
Jitndiy received by his brother sultan, Mahroud, 
whose mother then was dead. 

Those of MahmudN party, judging that the 
.opportunity of advancing his aOiiirs ought not 
to be neglected, seized his brother; and it is 
said orders were actually given to deprive him 
of sight, when Mahmud, being taken with the 
smallpox, died in a few days. Barkiarok was 
immediately set at liberty, and saluted emperor 
by the very people who just before would have 
assMsiiiaied hinj. Being bj x\\\% wvvt^^^cxsi.^''^^- 
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cident seated a second time or) the throne, he chose 
for his visir, or prime minister, Mowiad; but, in 
a little time, through some distrust^ the sultan 
dismissed him, and pat his brother, Takr Al. 
Molk, in liis place. 

£arkiarok, marching to -Bagdad, had his name 
mentioned in the pulpits. Having settled his 
affairs, • -he applied himself entirely to war. 
His first expedition was against Takasb> his 
coQsin-german, who some time before had driven 
him to great extremity ; and, after several battles 
fought between them, Takash was at length 
slain. He then marched into Khorasan, where 
■Arslan Shah,- the father of Takash, who com- 
manded in that province, '■ bad a considerable 
body of troops; but he .was delivered from his 
€i\emy.:hj a-nother of bis> sons, who committed 
that parricide in order to seize his father's go- 
vernment: yet he was disappointed; for Bar* 
kiarok, being thus become master of his domii> 
nioi^s, gave it to his brother Sarjar, and returned 
to Irak. 

Barkiarok, whose reign was a series of rebelr> 
lions, was no sooner freed from one sedition) 
but another ^rose. Mowiad, from the time of 
his ' being turned out of the visirship, did his ut- 
most to revenge his disgrace, by fomenting new 
troubles. ' He began by excitmg Anzar to rcr 
volt, who was formerly slai'« to Malec Shah, 
and had great influence in the province of Irak. 
He enabled him to set a considerable army on 
-foot.; and Anzar might hav^ given the sultan 
much trouble, if he had not been taken, off by 
an assassin, in the city of Sawa, where he was 
fJready advanced Vo -giN^ his sovereign battle. 

's ^v^ia4 
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Mowlad aflervvardsv applied himself to Moham*' 
ined^ brother (4* Barkiarok^ who had given him ~ 
but a small share of his father's dominions, in 
ihe province of Adherbijan, and never ceased 
urging him till he had taken up arms against 
liis brother. 

This prince disputed the sovereignty with hit 
brother; and though he had only a small armj 
at first, vtst it soon became formidable, by the 
great crisdit and influence which Mawiad ac^ 
quired. A.t this time the lords of tlie court, 
being incensed against Al Molk Kiami, superin* 
tendant of the finances^ by whose frugal manage- 
ment -they found their salaries curtailed^ attacked 
iiis house, and obliged him to fly for refuge to the 
«ultan. The sultan, refusing lo deliver him up, 
Ihey took the place by assault, and cuttrng Kiami 
in pieces, would have treated Barkiarok in the 
tiame manner, if he had not escaped by a back 
door, abandoning Irak to his brother. 

Mohammed, thus possessed of a great domi* 
nion without strikiivg a strol^e, made Mowiad Al 
Molk his visit, and sent aD ambassador to Bag* 
jdad to get his name mentioned in kotbah, or 
oration made in the pulpits on Fridays : but Bar* 
^iarok had it suppressed. Then assembling a 
^reat army, be marched to meet Mohammed, - 
who defeated him at Mahdan, Barkiarok escap<» 
ing with only fifty horse. Quitting Rey,. he fled 
4o Khuzestan, wUere Ayyaz, formerly slave to 
Malec Shah, jruled with almost absolute powef, 
by whose assistance the sultan ' iouhd himself 
soon at the head of a formidable army, with whicii 
he defeated Mohammed's forest* u\ ^rn^jxA «fcw- 
gagements, 
Tbey fought anotlier baU\e>%aX^^ ^^s^Sto^^ 
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liad fifty thousand troops, and Mohammed only 
iifleen thousand, the latter -was plit to fiight. 
Hereupon, taking his way to Khorazan to seek 
support from king Sinjar, he hahed at Jordan. 
Here Sinjar coming to him with his forces, they 
went to Daraegan, where the army laid waste 
the country to such a degree, that the inhabi- 
tants, for want oj/ food, ate ,one another. i\f- 
terwards marching against Barkiarok, they were 
put to flight ; and their mother being made cap- 
tive, was exchanged for the prisoners taken be- 
fore Sinjar. 

Next year Sultan Barkiarok besieged Moham- 
med in Ispahan, but was obliged to depart for 
want of forage and provisions. Mohammed 
hereupon . raised troops, and met his brother ; 
but being defeated, was obliged to fly into Ar- 
menia. . 

h 45 observable, that the kotbah was ex- 
changed at Bagdad, in the names of those two 
«ullansj as often as they had the advantage over 
each other. Of such great iuipqrtance w;as that 
ceremony thought to be ■ by the Mohammedan 
princes, as long as the race of the caliphs sub- 
•sfisted; though at this time they were no more 
than shadows of wjial they had been. formerly. 

In one .of the. battles, in which Barkiarok had 
■the advantage, Mowiad Iiappened to be taken 
prisoner; but, instead of being punished as he 
deserved, he> 'by his address,, so gained over the 
principal lords of the court, that the humane 
sultat), at thtir intercession, pardoned him, and 
afterwards m^<de him his priise visir. However, 
he did not. long enjoy that.past; for, one day 
Barkiarok, retiring to rest, overheard one of 
liie jenllemen4ft his bed-cbsmber, who tbpftght 
:v* " tuoa 
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him asleep, saying to another, " The^e Sdjukian 
princes are of a nature very difforent from that of 
most others. "They neither know how to inak^ 
themselves feared, nor to revenge the injuries 
done to them; for instance, (added he) this Mo- 
wiad, who has been the cause of* so many evils, is 
promoted by the sultan to the employment oFvisir; 
as a reward for all his treasons/' 

Barkiarok, stung by these reflections on his 
conduct, sent for the visir, and ordered him to 
sit down : then, without saying any thing farther, 
with one stroke of his scymitar he cut ofFhijj head, 
with so much dexterity; that it remained on his. 
shoulders till the body fell. This feat being per- 
formed, he said to l)is courtiers, *' See now if the 
princes of mv house do not know how to make 
tliemselves feared, and take vengeance, on their 



enemies/* 



While this tragedy was acting at court, the 
armies of the sultan and his brother often skirmish- 
ed without coming to a general engagement. At 
length a treaty was concJuded, whereby Moham-^ 
tned and Barkiarok divided the empire between 
them. It was also agreed, that Barkiarok should 
rot go to meet Mohammed with drums, nor be 
I named in the pulpits in the countries which were 
ceded to him. 

The civil wars whic h for many years together 
had afflicted the. Seljukian dominions, being thus 
happily terminated between the brothers, vve 
may now turn our eyes towards Syria, which 
was scarcely reduced under the power of the Sel- 
jukian Turks, who took it from the Arabs, when 
she found herself invaded by an army of Euro- 
peans. This was the famous crusade, commonly 
calleti the Holy War^ in which a(most all die 
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christian princes, influenced by an enthusiast Id' 
zeal, and excited by the arlihces of the pope, tn- 
tered into a confederacy, to rescue the sepulclire 
of Christ at Jerusalem from the Mohammedaiif, 
and drive thera out of the holy land. 

Barkiarok, after tlie agreement made by his 
brother Mohammed, advanced towards Bagdad, 
to visit his great benefactor Ayyaz, who exer^ 
cfsed sovereign authority in that city ; but being 
taken ill on his journey, he died at Ispahan, ap- 
pointing for his successor his son> Malec Shah, 
a child not five years old. He caused him to be 
clothed with a vest, and assigned Ayyaz for hi* 
governor. In the -presence of his great officers, 
Tvlu) all promised to obey his commands. Aboi^ 
the same time^ Mohammed marched to take Ja^ 
garmish. ■ The people of their country rose. in 
their prince's defence ; but when the siege liad 
lasted three months, Jagarmish, hearing of Barki-* 
arok^s death, submitted. 

After (his accommodation^ the sultan, who al- 
ready possessed one. part of the Seljukian em- 
pire, prepared to wrest the other part from his 
nephew, Malec Shah, and unite it to his own. 
Having accorii pi I'shed this object, he returned to 
Bagdad, where he found a pretended prophet, 
named Atthash, who had not only gained a great 
number of followers, but fiad seized upon a for- 
tified place, which was so strohg, both by situa^ 
tion and art, that there was no hope c^f reducing 
it but by famine. 

^ The place not having . been furnished with pro- 
visions, Atiliash employed the sultan's- visir, 
whom 'he had infected witii his opinions, to assas- 
sinate his^ master. He accordingly bribed the 

surgeon 
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surgeon to use a poi>oned lancet in the operalion 
of bleeding. Mohammed being apprized of the 
plot J suffered his arm to be bound, and the fatal 
instrument to be taken from its case, when he 
cast so terrible a look upon the surgeon, as to 
make liim drop the lancet from his hands^ fail 
down at his sovereign's feet, and confess the 
whoUs design. The visit was immediately seiz- 
ed, and punished as he deserved; the surgeon 
was only sentenced to be bled with the same in- 
strument which he had prepared to bleed the 
sultan. 

The rebels, findnig that their treason wa^ dis- 
covered, and being no longer able to resist, sur- 
rendered at discretion. Atlhash, their chief, was 
conducted to Ispahan, tied upon a camel ; there, 
after the prophet had been exposed for some days 
to the derision of the people, he was put to a 

. cruel death, and his body was burned, with those 
of a great number of his disciples, who had joined' 
in the revolt. It is reported that this impostor, 

- who was well versed in astrology and geomancy, 
finding himself hard pressed by the besiegers, 
wrote to the sultan, that he had found by his 
horoscope, that in a few days he should be sur- 
rounded witti a great number of stars in the 
midst of Ispahan, even in the presence of the 
sultan ; and when he was led through the city, 
- accompanied with great crowd's of spectators, to 
the place of execution, being asked concerning 
the accomplishment of his prediction, he answer- 
ed, that nothing could be a clearer verification 
than the condition Ife then was in ; but, that he 
found the great number of stars which he hoped 
to see, were not to serve, as Vvt Vi^i^Vi^^vss^^ ^^ 
Voi.X. Cc ^ 
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do him honouo ^^^ ^^ cover him wilh shame and 
confusion. 

Mohammed, havir^ settled his dominions in 
peace, marched into Hindostan, where he made 
considerable progress, he was zealous in de'tence 
oH religion, and was an opposer oF idol worship. 

' When the Indians offered the weight in precious 
stones, in exchange for one of their gods, which 
he had taken, he replied, '^ I would not for the 
" world have it reported, that Mohammed was a 
*' merchant of images:*' 

At the age of thirty- five, death terminated his 
career. When he perceived his last [end -ap* 
proachiiig, he sent for his son Mahmud, who was 
then but fourteen years old, whom he had declared 
his successor, kissed him and wept, and ordered 
him to ascend the throne ; but the young prince 
declined it, saying, it was an unlucky day. The 
sultan answered him, " You say true, but it is to 
your father, who loses an empire, not to you who 
gain one/' Then mounting the throne, he was 
crowned and adorned with- bracelets. These^ 
however, together with the immense treasures 
left by Mohammed, were soon wrested from the 
youthful monarch by his uncle Sanjar. 

Mahmud then went to vi.^it Sanjar, and was so 
lyeil received, that he obtained ot him the investi- 
ture of the province of Irak on the following con- 
ditions : that the name of iDanjar should always 

. be mentioned in the public prayers before tliat 
of Mahmud; that this latter should not have the 

. fourth veil in his apartments; that the trumpets 
should not be sounded when he went in or out 
of his ptil^ce; and, lastly, that he should retain 

. the officers .whom hisui cle had established in his 

province. 
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ahmucT was obliged to receive these condi- 
wilh thanks, and resolved *to spend Im time 
inllng, without meddlin;r with the affairs of 
. Prom the course oF liistorj, however, it 
rar^, that an actual partition of empire took 
e soon after; by virtue of which Mahmud 
his descendants were to enjoy the share al* 
:d liim, with the 4iile of Sultan, in as absolute 
inner as Sanjar enjoyed his. 
1 the ye^r 1 129, Sahjar pas<?ed the Jihun, to 
ice Soliman, governor of Samarkand, whp 
sed to pav the usual tribute. Being obliged 
surrender, after a vigorous siege, the sultan 
red his life, only depriving him of the govern- 
nt, which he bestowed on one of his slaves : 
Soliman finding means to get into Sanjar's 
our, was In a little time restored. After this 
;nt, Bahram Shah, sultan of the Gazni family, 
ose kingdom extended a great way into Hin- 
:tan, resolved to shake off the yoke of the Sel- 
:ians. The sultan entered his dominions with 
arge army, and Bahram, not being able to re* 
t so great a force, sent ambassadors to pay the 
bute, and do homage for his crown, by which 
cans he diverted the storm. 
During a long reign, Sanjar extended his em- 
re from Katay to Kotan, and from the Caspinn 
!a to Arabia Felix. He fought nineteen bat- 
is, of which he gained seventeen: he was much 
arcd by his enemies, and celebrated for libera- 
y and clemency to. his subjects. lie was aclive 
id diligent in the affairs of government, but 
Ued kingly pride, wearing a coai made of skin^. 
fe w«s*so well beloved by his people, that they 
milinued to publish his name in the tem^)les. 
"hcf gave him also the suTnad"^^ o^ ^X^^-jsA^:^ 

C c 2 ^^^ 
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the Second ; and his name of Sanjar has passed 
for that of Alexander among his posterity. ' 

The lyst remarkable event that we find m tliis 
reign, is the death of Kothboddin, founder of a 
new monarchy. His father, Bustekkin, was slave 
to Malkatekkin, who was one of Malec Shah's 
ptrincipal slaves, and possessed the employment 
of great batler, or cup-bearer, on whose death 
the sultan gave it to Bustekkin : and because the 
revenues of Karazm, a country on the east side 
of the Caspian Sea, were annexed !to that office, 
he easily obtained the govemipent of that pro- 
vince. His son^ Kothboddin, succeeded bim in 
all his places. As he was a man of spirit and 
valour, his credit increased so much during the 
reigns of Barkiarok and Sanjar, that he obtained 
the title of Karazm Shah, that is, king of Kha« 
razm, which descended to all his posterity, in 
that great monarchy of which he was tlie founder, 
ajid which proved at l^gth the ruin of the 
Seljukian dynasty of Irak, to which they owed 
their rise. However, Kothboddin, though very 
powerful, never departed from his obedience to . 
the sultans, and for thirty years did his duty 
pf cup-bearer at court every second year, being 
relieved every other year by his son Atsiz. 

Upon the death of Kothboddin, his son Atsiz 
succeeded both in his employments and the title of 
Karazm Shah, though no more in reality than 
governor of that province, like his fatlier. He 
obtained great credit with Sanjar by his services, 
especially in coming up seasonably to rescue him 
out of an ambuscade contrived by Ahmed, g^ 
vernor of Samarkand : but afterwards growing 
out of favour at cwixl,, h^i reti^red to his govera- 
mejit^ where: il\e p^o^\fe\sicXviftft^ Va>^N^» Tl\^ 
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sultan, at his departure, saving to those about 
him, " I see the back oT a man, whose face it is 
" likely I never shall see ^gain," tliey advised tp 
have hin) arrested : but Sanjar would not consent, 
alleging, that he should violate the acknowledg- 
ments due both to blrn and his father for their 
services, if he should do any thing to offend him 
on a bare suspicion. 

Alsiz verified the sultan's prognostic, for he 
no sooner arrived in Karasm, than he put hiip- 
self at the, head of the rebels ; so ihat Sanjar was 
obliged to reduce by force an enemy whom h« 
havl suffered to escape, by having more regard to 
the maxin^s of gratitude than those of policy. 

Two years after this transaction, Samarkand 
rebelled again, in opposition to the governor ; 
who, bteing aiMicted wi^h the palsy, wa*; not able 
to act. The sultan marched against them ; and 
after a siege of iiix months the city surrendered : 
but . Sanjar spared ihe inhabitanis, according to 
his usual clemency, and displacing the feeble 
father, gave the government of the place to his 
son^ , ' , 

After Sanjar's death, Mahmud, his si*;ter*s 
son, by Mohaanned Khan, descended from Bagra 
Khan, succeeded in Khorasan : but at the end of 
five years, "one of his ior^is revolted, and afier 
several batlles, seized his t!o!iiinion^, and de- 
prived iiira of sight. The suhan of Kltarazm, ' 
whose dynasty rose daring the reign of Sanjar, 
taking advantage of these divisions in Khorasan, 
subdued one part of that great province, while 
, the other remained, in possession of the rebi-ls ; 
so that the Seljukian sultans, who still reigned 
in both the iraks, no longer had ^aa'j ;^oc^V\^^ vcv 
Khordsaa, ■ 

Cc3 ^\'a^N«w^ 
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Mahmud took possession of all Sanjar's domi- 
nions ; but Massud, one of bis brothers, dis- 
puted his title sword in hand. He had another 
brother, named Togrol, who always continued 
bis faithful adherent, to whom, in Recompense 
for his attachment, Mahmud left his throne, after 
baving reigned thirteen years. 

He possessed a handsome person, and was very 
peneroi^s ; but the love of women, and hunting, 
by degrees, impaired his character. It is report- ' 
ed, that bis hunting equipage was so magnificent, 
that he kepi four hundred greyhound&aiid blood- 
bounds, each of which wpre a collar set with 
jewels, and a covering edged with gold and 
pearls. He laid out so much in this expencc, 
that he often wanted money to pay his troops, and 
ibr other occasions; yet he did not oppress his 
subjects to recruit his coffers: he likewise restrain- 
ed his favourites from doing them any injury. 
He was merciful, good-natured, and prudent* 
He forbore to punish those who spoke ill of 
bim. No prince ever studj^d the art of reigning 
more. He was skilled in grammar, poetry, and 
chronology ; was very eloquent, and wrote a fine . 
band. « 

^ T^ Mahmud left for ^ his successor his bro- 
jj 'ther Togrol,. surnamed kocnoddin; but 
* his brother MassCid disputed the crown 
vith him, and several battles were fought be- 
tween them, for the space of the three or four - 
years which he reigned. He was the second 
fiultan of a branch of the Seljukians, \vho reigned 
in Persian and Arabian Irak; which proves that 
tiie agreement between Sanjar and Mahmud, 
contained a division of the Soljukian eippire of 
Irak. It does not, \vo\N^\e^, /asj^jear^ ihat the 
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oriental historiana consider them as two. separate 
monarchies, but as one and the same. Togrol 
died at Hammadan/ after he had reigned three 
years. He was just and valiant^ good-lempered 
and liberal ; he understood the art of governing, 
and did nothing unbecoming a prince. 

Massud was at Bagdad when his bro- « j^ 
tlier Togrol died; and while his friends ,,'04^' 
sent a courier to invite him to Hamadan, 
tlien the capital of the Seljukians of Irak, the 
court party dispatched another to Dawd, son of 
Togrol, with the same view : but the uncle hap- 
pening to get the fitart of the nephew; Massud 
was unanimously saluted !}uUan by the grandees. 

He was scarcely seated on the throne, before 
he found himself obliged to make war on Al 
Mostarsiied, the twenty -ninth caliph of Bagdad, 
of the fagjiily of Al Abbas. It seems, that in the 
reign o( Togrol, Dobays, who was governor-ge- 
neral of Irak Arabi for the caliph, plotted with 
that sultan to surprise him^ in Bagdad ;' but Tog- 
rol falling ill of atwfever, prevented the execution 
of this : A I Mostar^'fed's army also was victorious. 
This war lasted till Massud came to the crown j 
when the caliph, at the persuasion of some court 
lords, had his name suppressed in the public 
prayers, and even deprived him <4 tlie title of 
Sultan. , , 

Massud being informed of this injury, set out 
in>tanily from Key, where he residied ai the head 
of a powerful arri)y^ for the Arabian Irak ; froiiy 
whence the caliph advanced, accompanied by a 
great number of his grandees. The two armies 
came to a battle, when the caliph's left wing de- 
serting to. the sultan, he vva^^ ^v\uviv\v\'\^^ "sxA 
fakeiij while lu$ right wine, «^iu\ a ^\^\V^v^«^V 
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tion, fled. After this defeat, Bagdad opened its 
gates to Massud, without opposition. The sul- 
tan, having had another war on his hands, car- 
ried Mostarshed with him into the province of 
Adhtrbijan. Being -arrived at Maragha, the 
caliph was confined in a tent, at a distance from 
the army, near the gate of that city, where mes- 
sengers passed between him and the sultan re- 
lating to peace. At length it was agreed, that 
A! Mostafshed» besides paying yearly four hun- 
dred thousand crowns in ♦gold, sliould remain in 
Bagdad, and not raise any other troops besides 
his ordinary guards. 

Alter this agreement, the caliph was suffered 
lo ride on horseback, with the covering of a 
saddle carried before him, in token of honour. 
In short, he was ready to return to Bagdad, 
when nows being brought that an ambassador was 
arrived from sultan Sanjar, the people ibilowcd 
M^ssud to meet him ; and, among the resl, some 
of those who had the care of the caliph. Twenty- 
four Batanists took the opportunity to get into his 
tent, and murder him, by givi:)g him about 
twenty wounds, ar.d cutting off hi<; noxe and ears. 
Many believed that Mas><ud contrived this murder, 
and entered into a negotiation with him only to 
Cover his design. 

Massud died at Hamadan, after he had relfm- 
ed about eighteen years, fie was a great lover 
of learned and pious men, humble and aflable; 
and fur religion, clemency, justice, and bravery, 
superior to all the Seljukians^ He was the last 
of the sultans who had any power in the Ara- 
bian Irak; for, upon his demise, Moktafi de- 
prived the Seljukians of all authority in that 
province* . - 
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Malec Shah [I. succeeded his uncle Afassud, 
but his reign was of no long continuance; and, 
indeed, he was wholly unworthy of the crown, 
for he regarded nothing but indulging bis ap- 
petite, and lefl his affairs entirely to his ministers. 
His "brother Mohammed found means to deprive 
him of his authority, which, however, he retained - 
but a short time, when he re-ascended the 
throne, and, in a few days, died, at the age of 
thirty-two. 

Soliman Shah being at Musol when his prede-. 
cessor died, the great lords, after some debate^ 
sent for him, and placed him upon the throne ; 
but, as he ^ave himself up entirely to voluptuous*^ 
xiess, and the company of women, without attend* 
ing to the aflairs of the kingdom, they seized and 
unprisoned him, at the end of six months, ad«^ 
vancing, in his room, his nephew Ars- . r\ 
Ian. Setting aside his bad conduct, for . '^ 
which he was deposed, he did not want 
for good qualities; he was very ^miliar with 
those about him, and excelled in itis behaviour, 
person, and eloquence. Arslan was proclaimed . 
sultan in Hamadan, of whom we h^ve heard but 
little worthy of record, during & reign of fifteen 
years. He was a prince not .only valiant and ge- 
nerous, but patient and good-natured to a high 
degree. He would not soffer any body to be spo- 
ken ill of in his presence, nor ever treated any of 
^Im domestics with severity or contempt. He was 
t. very nice in his diet and apparel; for he had very 
rich vests of every kind and colour, wrought of 
gold, such as no king ever had before him, 
Togrol was the last sultan of the Seljuk dynastry 
€>f Persian Irak. He succccdvid, ;«vd ^n^^wj.^ 
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his dominionji very happilv, under the dircrtlon 
of his maternal uncle Mohammed ; after who** 
death a ct)ii!^piracy broke out, which drove him 
from his capital. At length, he returned, arid ap- 
pointed a day to receive the submission of those 
wIk) had acted against him. The lords did not 
fail, at the appointed time, of appearing before 
him, but, instead of asking his forgiveness, they 
seized upon and imprisoned \m person. As soon, 
however, as he regained his libtrty, he raised an 
army, and, defeating the rebels, punished them 
severely. 

The sultan now, thinking he was delivered 
from all ins enemies, abandoned himself to wo- 
men and wine; and, though he was to'ld that' 
Tukash, king of Kharazm, was raising a for- 
midable army to invade his dominions, yet he 
continued his debaucheries till, at length, Ta« 
kash arrived at the gates d( Rey, while tiie sul- 
tan was still intoxicated. However, he put htm* 
self at the head of his troops, and marched to- 
wards the enemy, boasting of what he would do; 
but, raising his mace, as if he was going to strike, 
h« discharged such a blow on one of the forelegs 
of his horse, that the beast fell under him, and he 
himself was thrown on the ground. One; of the 
enemies, seeing him foil, immediately ran up, 
and, with one blow of his scymitar, put an f^d to 
his life^ and the power of the Seljuks in Irak. The 
Seijukians of Irat were, in general, a raceof voiJP^ 
accomplished princes, eminent for their courage, 
libertility, justice, and other virtues, both civil and 
military. They owed their ruin chiefly to their 
great bounty, and indulgence Ip their favourites: 
and thus have we seen completed the history of 
tht /irst and princ\pa\ ^cX^uVx-axv ^>jvv^'5Joi. ^ 
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The second branch or dynasty of the Se!ju- 
kians, denominated of* Kerman, began towards 
A. 1063, and ended in 1 1 87, a space ol* one, hun- 
dred and twenty-tour years, and produced eleven 
sultans, whosp names have not with certainty 
been preserved. Their authority was circuni^ 
scribed to a small territory lying between Persia, 
Sejeslan, Mekran, and Ornms; and they possessed 
some islands and iiarbours in the Persian gutf. 
The succession was, in gen€^a^, hereditary, from 
father to son, but, in default of the latter, it des- 
cended to the brothers and nephews; whence it 
has been inferred, that this little state enjoyed lii£ 
blessings of tranquil lit y. 
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CHAP. xr. 

The third Dynasty qf the Seljukians, called thai 

of lioum, 

'T^^HTS dynasty of the Seljukians derives it* j 
J. name of Roum, from their having reigned j 
in A<«ia Minor, comprehending the kingdoms of 
Pontus, Bylhynia, Media, Phrygia, Galatia, Ar- 
menia Minor, Cappadocia, and other states, 
forming a va^t peninsula between the Euxine Sea, 
and the Proponlis and Archipelago, the, Mediter- 
ranean Sea and Syria, as far as the Euphrates ; ali 
which composed a part of the Greek empire, 
which the Asiatics knew unHer the name of the 
Roman empire, and they called those countri^ 
the territories of Roum. The Arabs had pene- 
trated into them through Syria, and the Turks, 
in pursuit of them during their wars> advanced 
into the interior of the country, drove out the 
Greeks, and took possession of the territory of 
Roum, which tliey afterwards called Anatolia. 
The conquest was begun under Malec Shah, a 
Seljukian sultan of Persia. He made over llie 
cities he had captured, with a sufHcient number of 
troops, to enable him to pursue his/success, to 
A j^ one of his cousins, named Soliman, who 
1 n-7 1* w^5 ^^^ founder of the dynasty of the StU 
^^^^•jukian Turks. 

The Greek writers agree with the account of 
this conquest, and the commencement of the 
reign of Sohman, as delivered by the oriental 
authors, whom we (ollow, toe they tell us, that 
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toon after the death of the emperor Romanus 
Diogenes, the Turks broke inlo the territories of 
the empire. MichaeivDucas, his successor^ being 
alarmed at this irruptioi), sent agairvst them Isaac 
Comnenus, who, after having gained a few ad- 
vantages, was defeated and taken prisoner near 
Cesarea. His brother Alexis, on his return, was 
attacked by a party of 'f urks, who had already 
made incursions in Bithynia, as far as Nice; 
Alexis in this, and olhe^ instances, defending him- 
lelf with 'extraordinary courage and address. 
About the same lime, Isaac Comnenus, newly 
made governor of Antioch^ was slain in an en- 
gagement with a party of Turks, who had made 
»n irruption into Syria. 

After this event, several persons aspired to the 
cmprre, but Hotaniates, being assisted by Soli man, 
took possession of it. He raised forces to oppose 
Nicephorus Hryennius, who aspired to the throne. 
This lord, during two former rebellions in £u« 
rope, declaring liimsdf emperor, had assembled 
some Turkish troops in Asia Minor, with which 
he overran tliat country, putting all the towns he 
took into the hands of the I'urks. By these 
means^ in a little lime, they became masters of 
all Phrygia and Galatia; in short, he reduced 
Nice in Bithynia, and struck terror through 
the whole empire: and thiis^ probably, that 
famous city came to be possessed by Soliman, 
who afterwards made it the scat of his new em- 
pire. 

Botaniates, greatly alarmed at these successes, 
sent an army against the enemy, under the com« 
mand of John, an eunuch, who encamped a little 
way from Nice, which he determined to invest ; 
but, hearing of the sultan's approach to relieve 

VoL^X. Dd ' x^vi 
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the place, the eunuch retired^ and the Turks 
pursued, and harassed him extremely. 

Ai Bolanite:? had gained the empire by the 
help or the Turk^, so he employed ilieir power 
to overcome Xicephoru^; but those adventurers, 
who were ready to joio wiUi any party to serve 
tlieir own purpose, ai'cerwards assisted his compe- 
titors to dethrone him. At leHgth he resigned tbe 
crown to Alexis, in the year 1031. 

At the time when Alexis ascended the throne, 
Soliman, who commanded in Anatolia, had fixed 
his seat at Nice, in Bilhynia, and daily made 
inroads with his Turks as far as the Bosphorus; 
but Amalis, by ordering armed barks to scour ihe 
coa^;!, obliged them soon to abandon it. Pur- 
suing his acivantage by land, he retook Bosphoruc, 
I'hynia, and Biihynia; whereupon the sultai 
sued for peace, which was granted tlie Turks, Oft 
condition (hat they kept on the banks of the 
river Draco, without ever passing the border of 
Bit.'iynia. 

i tie dissensions which agitated Constantinople 
were very favourable to the enterprises of Soliraan, 
wliose alliance was courted by all the cx)mpetiton 
in turns. Into whatever treaties the contending 
p.irti(.'<; entered, he was considered as an auxiliary, 
'jLiid, in consequence, constantly acquired some 
small portion froui the wreck, which served toex- 
trnd his domains. This sultan fortified himseHin 
several provinces, where he took possession of 
some very advantageous posts. In this mannef 
he became master of Anlioch, and made Nice, in 
Biihynia, the royal residence. Soliman eithesfell 
in battle, or slew himself, after a defeat.' He 
governed all tlie country lying between liieiEgt'- 
an, the SyrisiQ^ aiid the Jbiuxuie 6eas, the Archi- 
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pelago, and the coa<(ts of Pamphilia and Cilicia. 
A(i€T his d<?ath, the}' were claimed by the govern- 
ors of i\sia Minor. The emperor of Constan- 
tinople also regained some places by stratagem ; 
but though Nice, ihe capital, was vigorously at- 
tacked, the Greeks cowld not wrest it from the 
hands of Fucasa, (he governor, who restored il to 
Kilij Arslan, the eldest son of vSoliman. 

Wlien the news of Soliman's death reached the 
cars of the governors of Asia Minor, they divided 
lib territories among. themseJve/t. Apelkasseni 
became lord of Nice, famous for the palace of the 
sultans. He had before given Cappadocia to his 
brother Fulkas, but, being naturally active^ he 
thought it did not become the dignity of a sultan 
to sit idle, and made incursions into Bilhynia, as 
far as the Propontis. The emperor, finding he 
c-ould not be brought to a treaty, sent a powerful 
•rmy, uixlcr Taticius, to besiege Nice, which 
encamped at twelve miles from that city. 

The night following, a peasant brought the 
news that rrosuk was approaching, at the head of 
irfty thousand men; Taticius retired, and Apcl- 
kasiem. pursued, and attacked him at Preneste; 
but the French, who were in the army, headed 

Sf Taticius, couching their lances with their usual 
ertnesSf feU oi> them like lightning, defeated 
them, and gave Taticius leisure to retreat. 

Apelkassem, with a desire to conquer the 
islands, built ships, with an intention of taking 
the city of Scio ; but the emperor sent and burnt 
ihem m the harbour. At the same time, Tati- 
cius attacked and totally defeated the r Turks. 
The emperor, on ihh occasion, wrote an obliging 
letter to Apelkassem, desiring him to desist trom 

Dd2 Va^ 
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liis fruitless nttemptft, and invited him to come to 
Constantinople. That prince, understanding that 
Prosuk had taken many lesser towns, accepted of 
the invitation, and was received with extraordi- 
nary honours. 

Prosuk, soon after, laid siege to Nice, and« 
having attacked it vigorously for three months, 
A pelkassem solicited succour from the emperor, 
who sent liim the flower of his troops, but witk 
orders to act for his own interest, both partiei 
being his enemies. The Roman troop.^, being 
admitted into Nice, displayed their standards; 
upon which Pro^juk, belie^'ing the empehif 
had entered the city, raised tlie siege, and re^ 
tired. 

It will be proper to observe ^ here, that -as soon 
as Malec Shah, who reigned in Khorasan, was 
informed of the success obtained against Soliman, 
be was alarmed, and, fearing he might^grow too 
powerful, sent to the emperor Alexis, to propose 
an alliance with him, by way of marriage: offer- 
ing, on that occasion, to withdraw the Turks set- 
tled near the sea-coast ; to abandon a certain num- 
ber of small towns ; and furnish him with troopi 
in case of need. 

The emperor, desirous to recover the places 
without the marriage, prevailed on the messenger 
to turn Christian 5 after which conversion, as ne 
had a written order from the sultan, for the Turk^ 
ish garrisons to quit all the maritime places as 
$oon as the marriage was agreed oo, be went to 
Sinope, and, shewing the order to Karatik, the 
governor, obliged him t^ depart without ^taking 
any thing away, and left it in the haiKls m 
Dalassenes foe the emperor. Having, hy Ihel&e 
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Artifice, removed the Turks out of other towns, 
and put in Roman garrisons, he returned to Con- 
stantinople, where he was baptised, and received 
the title of duke of Ankhialus, with considerable 
icwards. 

The sultan was exceedingly mortified when he 
understood these particulars ; nevertheless, he sent 
a lelter to the emperor, assuring him that, pro- 
vided he gave his daughter in marriage to his son, 
he would assist him with troops to prevent Apel- 
kassem's incursions, and wrest Antioch out of iiis 
hands. At the same time, he sent Pusan, with 
forces, against Apelkassem. The emperor wrote 
an answer, which, without granting his demand, 
flattered his hopes. In the mean while, Pusan 
attacked Nice several times ; hut, beifig repulsed 
by means of the emperor's succours, retired to 
liopadion^ on the rrver Lampe. As soon as he 
was g^me, Apelkassem, loading fourteen mules 
with gold, set qur for Persia, to obtain the snhan's 
jconfirmation in the government : but tlie suhan, 
who was then at Spaka, refusing to see him, 
ordered him to return to Pusan ; saying, he would 
confirm whatever the other" agreed to. Alter a 
long and fruitless solicitation, he set out cm hi< way 
home, but had not proceeded far, when he was 
met by two hundred men, who, by the sultan's 
order, strangled inm. I'he ambassador, who car- 
ried the emperor's letter, proceeded on his jour- 
ney; but bearing, before he reached Khurasan, - 
that the sultan himself was assassinated, he re- 
turned to Constantinople. After Apelkassem 
' had departed . for Khorasan, Pulkas, his brother, 
took possession of Nice, whith the emperor, by 
large offers tempted him to deliver up; but he 
ftill put h«n off, under preleucc of exvcciin'^ 

Dd3 ^^^ 
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the return of his brother. While this matter xm 
in agitaHon, J.he two sons of Amir Soh'mani es- 
caping on the death of the murdered Sultan, by 
whom they were detained in prison, arrived at 
Nice, where they were received by those who 
had ihost power with the people, and acknow- 
ledged by Pulka*:, wiio delivered up the city iolQ 
their hands. From this revolution, which, ac- 
cording to the course of the Greek history, bap-> 
pened about the year 1093, we date the coin-; 
mencement of the reign of Kiiij Arslan. 

Nice having thus, after an usurpation of several 
years, been restored to the heirs of Soliman, Klig 
Arslan, the eldest, assumed the reins if govern? 
ment. His first care was to re- people tlie city, 
by recalling the wives and children of the da 
inhabitants, as he designed to honour it with the 
chief residence of the sultans Then, displacing 
Fulkas, he made Mohammad governor; after 
which appointment, he marched towards Meli^ 
cone. 

His chief expeditions were against the Qfeeks ; 
he was hkc wise, successful against (hose of lii& 
own nation, who had usurped his cities, and 
gained some important advantage^ qv^r the^criL-^ 
saders, whom he dispossessed of Nice, whicl;^ 
they had taken. He established anothtr capital 
at Iconium, Vvhence hi.« successors derive theic 
title of Sulians of Iconium, Kilij Arslan, hayinff 
lost a battle, was drownied in attempting 1o es- 
cape across a river, wiifch his horse was unable 
to ford. He had held the reigns of power four- 
teeu years. ' ' , - ' ' 

The history of the sultans of Iconium is pfjn* 
fipally drawn from tlie Gre^k authors, who 

Imvi^^ 
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having DO penonal knowledge o(' them, have 
•carccly preserved any traits of these princes 
deserving notice, .either of their customs, cha* 
raclers, or intrigues of their court ; in fact, no-' 
thing which will serve to interrupt the dull mo^ 
notony .of feats of arms, which are at all tiipes 
•like — devastations, massacres, and conflagra- 
lion^. We are therefore obliged to collect from 
these wearisome narratives a few eveAts, more 
pr less interesting, under tlie names and dates of 
(these |>rince$. 

It should, however, be mentioned, that at this 
period Peter the Hermit, author of the crusade, 
arrived at Constantinople, at the head of eighty 
thousand men, devoted to the recovery of Jeru- 
nalem from the Turks. The emperor advised 
him to wait till Godfrey of Bulluin, and the 
other princes, arrived; but Peter, confident of 
njs p>vp success, passed the se^ and encamped 
pear a city called Helenopolis. From which 
place ten thousand Normans, who were among 
Ihcra, made an incursion as far as Nice, commit- 
ting the most horrible cruellies : but the garrison 
of that city sallying out upon them, they were 
pWiged .to retreat. They afterwards took Xeri- 
gprda, but Elkan, being sent with some troops by 
tlie suhan, recovered that place. 

That general, knowing the Franks to be very 
covetous, contrived a scheme for their destruc- 
tion. He firbt laid his ambuscade, and then 
commissioned two artful persons to publish in 
Peter's army, that the Normans Imd^ taken Nice, 
and seized an immense booty. On this report, 
Ihey ran, without any order, toward that city, 
anci, falling into the ambuscade which had been 
,laid ibr them, were cut in pieces. The number 
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slain on both sides was so great, that their bodief. 
being heaped together, formed a mountain. Peter 
retired, with a small number of his men, to He- 
Icnopolis, where the Turks besieged, and would 
have taken him, had not the emperor sent some 
troops to relieve the place. 

Soon after, the rest of the western princes ar- 
riving, they invested Nice. The siii tan sent some 
troops to annoy the Christians, but they were 
<lefeated, as was the sultan himself, who hereafter 
could do no mure than occasionally supply the 
city with provisions and men. The Franks, in a 
short time, made a general assault, and the ciij . 
surrendered. 

The emperor thought this a good opportunity 
to recover other places from the Turks. Ao 
cordingly, Smyrna, Ephesu*;, Sardis, Philadel- 
phia, and other cities of \es< consequeiKe, sur- 
rendered to his victorious arms. In the meaa 
time, the emperor Alexis r'repared to assist the 
Franks, who were besieged by the Turks, in 
Antioch, and recovered several places out of 
their hands. About that time there arrived at 
Constantinople an army of Normans, amount- 
ing to one hundred thousand foot, and one hun- 
dred and filly thousand horse, with an intention 
of ronquerin^ Khorasan ilselT; bu^ tlie Turks, 
who were skilled in the art of war, carried off 
all the provisions in the country .thrciigh which 
they passed^ so that ihey had no o)>portunity to * 
get forage lor their horses. The Normans, in 
despair, rushed upon their enemy; but the 
Tuiks, instead of engaging them at a distance 
with the lance, came to a close fight with their 
swords, and made a dreadful slaughter. The 
rtf/naindcf fled wiih gi^taV i^t*id>^'vvax>>i\\ v^^^'a^(is 
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/rmenia: but the horse leaving the infantry be-* 
iimcly they were all slain by the Turks excepiing 
a few, whom they reserved, as it were, to mzhs 
9 shew fh Khorasan. 

Ki?ii Arslan was sncceec?ed by Sasan, . p. 
In* brother. The coast of Asia having, , .' ..^/ 
by tFielate wars, been ruined, from Smyrna 
to AttaHa, and tkose onc& populous and stately 
ritres beixime heaps of rubbish, the emperor sent 
Tibkalesto restore them. That nobleman first 
febttih Endromit, and peopled it with peasants 
and stran^rs. Afterwards, being informed that 
thcj T»rks were assembling near Lampis, he sent 
Ihtthe/r some troops, who cut -part of them in 
pieces, and took a great number prisoners ; 
v.^g their victory so cruelly, that they boiled chil- 
•hnen to death. Tlie Turks who remained put on 
mottming, wrtd went over the country to excite 
therr companions to vengfeance. 

At the same time, Filokales reduced Philade!- 
pliia without any trouble ; but, soon after, Ha- 
san, one of the chief commanders, who governed 
almost absolutely in Cappadocia, hearing of th« 
borbarities exercised by the Romans, came at 
the head of twenty-four thousand men, and be- 
»rc*ged the place. Filokales, who abounded in 
stratagems, not having forces to take the field, 
lijrbade the inhabitants cither to open the gates, 
appear on the walls, or make the least noise. 
Hasan, having been before the town three days, 
anci seen no person appear, concluded that the 
besieged had neither forces nor coin^age enough 
to make sallifs. Hereupon, he divided his army, 
sendine ten thousand men to Kolbiana, another 
|^arty towards Smyrna, and a third towards Per- 
gamu-s with oiders to ravage tjie country ; and 
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he himself f^»lIo\ved with another party. As 
soon ,as Filokales saw the Turks thus divided, he 
sent troops to attack thcip separately ; they ac- 
conlingly came up with and defeated the two 
first detachments, kiUing a j;reat number of the 
men ; but could not overtake either of the 
others. 

Some time afler this . event. Amir Saysaa 
inarched from the East, with a design to ravage 
Piiiladelphia and the maritime cities. The eoi- 
peror, on this advice, sent a small body of troops 
up the river Scamander to Endromit and Thra- 
kesion, to await his orders, Gaurus commanded 
at that time at Philadelphia, with a strong gar- 
rison, and Monasires at Pergarous, The army 
sent by the sultan of Khorasan, advanced ia. 
two bodies ; one of them crossed Mount Sinaf, 
and the other marched into Asia Minor. Gaa« 
ras went out to meet these latter, and;; coming 
lip with them at Kelbiana, routed them. Whea 
the sultan, who had sent them, heard of this 
defeat, he dispatched ambassadors to the em- 
peror, who,, after he had put several questions 
to them concerning their master^ concluded a 
peace. 

He had not been long at rest before he was 
alarmed with a new irruption of fifty tliousan4 
Turks from Anatolia, and even from Khorasan, 
The emperor, on liiis intelligence, passed the 
sfraii from Constantinople to Damalis; and thougk 
afHicted with the gout, drove the chariot with his 
own hands. In three days he arrived at Aigyla, 
where he embarked for Civitot. As soon as htt 
landed, he was inibrmed that the commahxiers oi' 
the enemy had divided Uieir forces into separate 
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Alexis ordered K am itzes, governor of Nice, to 
follow the Turks with five hundred men, to watch 
their motions, but to avoid fighting. The gover- 
nor came up with the sultan's army, and, }brg<!ft- 
ting his orders, attacked them with great impetuo- 
sity. The enemy, having heard of the emperor's 
march, and, concluding that he had fallen upon 
them with all his forces, betobk themselves to 
flight ; but, being made sensible of their mistake 
by a prisoner, they rallied their forces ; and, hav- 
ing met with Kamitzes, who stayed to divide the 
spoil, insfead of getting into Pamanene, attacked 
him at break of day ; iiis soldiers all fled, ex- 
cepting the Scythians, the French, and a" few 
Komans, who fought valiantly : but most of Ihem 
being at length slain) and his own horse killed, 
he set his back against an oak, and managed his 
sword so effeclually, that he killed or wounded 
all who came within his reach. The Turks, sur- 
prised at his valour, and being desirous to pre- 
serve him,- Amir Mohammed alighted ofif his 
horse, and, putting aside those who fought with 
him, said, " Give me your hand, and prefer life 
to death." Kamitzes, unable to resist such a mul- 
titude, gave his hand to Mohammed, who order- 
ed him to be tied on horseback, that he might not 
escape. 

The emperor, discovering the road which the 
Turks had taken, took another. He passed by 
Nice ; then crossed Malagne and Basilicus, two 
very narrow passes of the mountain Olympus. 
He afterwards marched to Aletines, and from 
thence lo Aciocus, with a design to get before 
the enemy. There being informed that th^y 
vrere encamped in a valley full of reeds, where 
they thought themselves in no dftngefi he rdK 

upon 
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upon them with his force!;, killed a vast number, 
and t(K)k a great multitude prisoners; the rest 
thought to escape, by lying concealed among the 
thick rtedi: the soldiers could not come at tuem^ 
ior that reason, and the marshiness of the place: 
but Alexis having ordered the reeds at one end (a 
be tired, the Turks ilew from the (lames into tlie 
h^nds of the Romans, who killed one balf^ ^ 
carried oft* the other. 

Amir Moiiammed, having been joined by tlM 
Turkmans and some other people of Asia Elinor, 
appeared at the same instant, to give tb« emperor 
battle; and, though Alexis opened a way (at 
bimself, by defeating those he pursued, yet Mo- 
hammed came up with the rear, commanded 
by Aphelas and Tzipurcles, who, running full 
speed against the Turks, Mohammed, who weH 
knew how to make use of an advantage, finding 
them at a distance from their soldiers, shot at their 
horses, which, falling, tliey were surrounded and 
stain. Nevertheless, his troops were put to 
flight by those lett to guard the baggage and the 
horses ; in Which confusion Kamitzes made his 
escape. 

Alexis, returning, went to take the air at tht 
pass oi Malagna, on the top of Mount Olympus, 
whither the empress came to him, from ihe pcit>ce's 
isiu : there being informed tliat the Turks were at 
hand, he marched towards Nice; but the eneiny, 
without wailing for iiiui, fled. However, being 
overtaken by two of his generals, who from th^ 
top of the Germinian mountains, observed iheu: 
jnoliojis, ihey were defeated. 
. I'lie emperor, being ' arrived at Fort Saint 
O'fiorge, passed on to the town of Sagydeuin, 
and ihciKe to iiclrnopolis, vvhcre the empress 

waited 
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ivaited for a wind to return to Const an tin op K*. 
^N'ews being presently brought of another irrup- 
tion of the Turks, Alexis marched to Lopadion, 
"and thence to Khio; where, being informed that 
the enemy were at Nice, he retired to Miskura; 
but, understanding, afterwards, that they w«re . 
only flying parties, who appeared about that city 
and Doryieum, to observe his motions, and not 
thinking himself yet sufficiently strong to follow 
them to Kogni, he turned towards Nicomedia. 
The enemy judging, by this motion, that he had 
no design to attack them, took their former posts, 
and renewed their incursions ; a circumstance 
ivhich gave occasion to his enemies at court to re* 
proach him with doing nothing, after having raised 
80 considerable an army. 

When the i»pring was past, Alexis judged it 
time to march to ICogni : from Nice he passed 
to Gaita, and the bridge of Fithicus ; then hav« 
ing, in three days, arrived in the vast plain of 
Doryieum, he reviewed bis army, and contrived 
a new method of drawing up his forces in order 
of battle. He found that the Turks did not fight 
like other people, joining their bucklers and bo- 
dies close together ; but divided their troops into 
a main body and two wings, like three difierent 
armies: that, when one was attacked, the others 
moved to its assistance with extreme order: that 
they did not make use of lances, like the French, 
but endeavoured to close with their enemies, and 
kill them with arrows : that their usual way of 
fighting was at a distance; and, whether pursuing 
or pursued, they made use of the bow, which they 
drew witi) such force and dexterity, tiiat they 
never failed to pierce eitlier the n^n who attacked 
them, or his horse. 
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For this reason, the emperor ordered his army 
to be drawn up in such a manner thai his soldien 
should oppose their bucklers to the side which 
was exposed to the Turkish arrows; and that 
olhers should direct their shafts to that side which 
the Turks uncovered in using their bow?. Hav- 
ing arrived at Santabaris, he divided his forces, 
in order to execute several different designs. 

The emperor was informed that Suitan Soil- 
man had set fire to all the forage through Asia 
Minor; and that another army of Turks was 
coming to oppose him : he consulted God, to 
know whether he should march towards Kogni, 
or give battle to the Turks, who were coining 
from Filomilion. Having written these two 
questions on two pieces of paper, he laid ihera, 
in the evening, on the allar, ahd spent the night 
in prayer. In the mornipg the bishop entered, 
and, taking up the first paper which came (o 
hand, unfolded it, and read it aloud ; whereby 
he was determined to go to Filomilion. In the 
mean time,' Bardas, having passed the bridee 
of "Zompi, defeated a large body of Turks in the 
plain of Amorion, while another pillaged his 
camp. Being pressed bard aflervvards, bv a third 
party, the enemy came up entirely to rescue 
him. Alexis, having passed Mesonacte, near 
th<; lake of Forty Martyrs, arrived at Filonriilion, 
which he took by storm : from hence he detach- 
ed divers parties, to ravage the towns and vil- 
lages about Kogni : these brought away a great 
number of Turks, and a prodigious quantity of 
plunder : they were followed by infinite crowds 
of peasants, who came to take refuge in the em- 
perofs dominions. 
The emperor r^Vuit)Jvv\^> vsxw^ktof battle, for 
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t long tin'e met with no Turks, ailhough Mono- 
lykus kept on one side of him with some troops: 
but, being arrived in the plain^ the enemy ap- 
peared. Nionolykus, who was a man in years, 
and of great escpcriencc, began the attack, and 
continued it all (he day, without making any im- 
pression on the I^oman ranks. On the next day, 
Sultan Khliziastian arrived, and, though he was 
no le^s surprized at the new disposition of the 
Koraan army than Monolykus, yet, being in the 
heal of youth, he reproached that old man with 
his pusillanimity. At the same instant, the sultan 
.attacked the rear, and sent two bodies to ftiil on 
tlie van and one of the .wings. 

The Turks fought with great intrepidity. An- 
dronicus Porphyroeenitus, the emperor's son, who 
commanded the left wing, was killed. Nicepho- 
rus Bryennius, who was at the head of the right, 
fearing the van would be defeated, advanced 
to its assistance ; upon which, the Turks, with 
Sultan Khiiziasllan, turned their backs, arid re- 
ascended the Iiilis. As thc^se who escaped fled 
different ways, the sultan, with his cnp-bcarer, 
got into a chapel, upon a (nount planted with cy- 
press, where they were followed by three Scy-- 
thians, and a Greek, who look the cup-bearer; 
but Khliziastlan, not being known to them, had 
the gcK)d fortune to escape. In the night, thts 
Turks assembled on tlie tops of hills, lighted a 
great number of fires, and howled like dogs. 

On the next day, the baggage, women, and 
children being placed in the middle, the army 
inarched towards Amprus : but, on the way, 
the sultan, having a<sen)l^led all his forces, in- 
closed, and attacked them courageously : how-» 

E e 2 ever. 
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ever, he could not break their ranks, which stood 
3Lii firm as a wall. Being vexed, and asharaed 
that he was not able to obtain any advantage 
a^inst the emperor, he held a council in the 
night, and, at break of day, sent to treat of 
peace. 

Alexis, who was then in the plain between 
Augustopofis and Aoronium, caused his army to 
halt, and went to the place of interview, with 
his relations and chief officers, guarded by some 
soldiers : the sultan came presently after, accom- 
panied by all his officers, with Monolykus at their 
head ; who, 'as soon as they came in sight, alight- 
ed, and saluted the emperor: the sultan would 
have done the same, but Alexis prevented i|im ; 
however, when he was 'near, he alighted, and 
kissed the foot of that prince, who presented him 
his hand, and ordered a horse to be brought lor 
him ; then taking off his mantle, he put^it on the 
sultan. After this ceremony, entering on the sub- 
ject of peace, Alexis agreed that he should remain 
in possession of all the territories which the Turks 
possessed before the reign of Diogenes, and the 
battle in which he was taken prisoner. Next day« 
the sultan and his officers signed the treaty, and 
the emperor made them rich presents. 

While this affiiir was transacting, Alexis, hav- 
ing discovered that Masut had conspired to as- 
sassinate Sultan Saysan, his brother, he advised 
him to stay with him till the plot was blown 
over ; but, trusting in his own power, he resolv- 
ed to return, nor would so- much as accept of a 
guard to escort him to Kogni; although he had 
been disconcerted by tk remarkable dream : he 
thought 9 great swarm of flies surrounded him 

while 
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while at dinner, and snatched the bread out of his 
hand : and that when he went to drive them away, 
they changed into lions. On the morning after, 
he asked a Roman soldier ihe meaning of his 
dream, who told him that ihe ipsults of the fiies 
and lions seemed to denote a conspiracy of ene- 
mies. Nevertheless, ihe sultan would believe 
nothing, but continued his journey with more ob- 
stinacy than before. 

However, he sent his spies abroad, who, indeed 
met with Masut at the head of an army ; but, 
having espoused his interest, they went back, and 
told Saysan ihat they had seen nobody on the 
road : so that the sultan, proceeding without any 
mistrust, fell into the snare. As soon as he 
came in sitrht, Gazi, son of the commander, 
Hassan Kaluk. whom Saysan had put to death, 
set spurs toliis horse, gave him a stroke with his 
lance, wluch Saysan snatching out of his hands, 
said, with an air of contempt, '* I did not know 
that women carried arms." Pulkheas, who was 
in' his train, and held a correspondence with his 
brother Masut, pretending great zeal for his 
service, advised him to retire to Tyganion, a 
small cily near Filomillon, where he was very 
kindly received by the inhabitants, who knew he 
had made peace with the emperor, under whose 
obedience they were. 

Masut came presently after, and invested the 
place, on the walls of which Saysan appeared, 
and reproached his subjects with iheir perlidious- 
ness ; threatening them with the approach of 
the Romans, and a punishment suitable to their 
crime. These menaces were supported by the 
vigorous resistance made by the besieged. It 
was tiien that Pulklie^s di<;covcted Vvu U<ivvK.^\^^^ •* 

Ee3 ''^^^^ 
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for, coming down from, the wal\„ on pretence of 
encouraging the inhabitantr to defend the place, 
he assured them that there was a powerful army 
on the road to assist the be^iegers» and that they 
had no other way to prevent their being plun- 
dered, than to surrender at discretion. The citi- 
zens following his counsel, delivered Saysan up 
to his enemies ; who having had no instrument 
with them fit for the purpose, made use of a can- 
dlestick, made red-hot, which was held before 
his eyes till he was deprived o^* sight. When he 
was brought to Kogni, he declared to his foster- 
fatiier that he could see. The footer-father told 
this circumstance to his wife, who kept the secret 
so well, that ii became public in a few days, and 
coming to the ears of Masut, it put him in such 
a rage, that he ordered Elgam, one of his com- 
manders, to go and strangle his unhappy bro- 
ther. 

Although ti)is account of Saysan is but lamely 
introduced, and for want of some distinguishing 
marks he may seem to be a different person 
from Khliziasilan, yet from the circumstances 
of the whole, they appear clearly enough to be 
the same saltan, under two different n^mes ; or 
rather that, through inadvertence in compiling 
from two differvnt memoirs, the name of Khli- 
ziastlan has been put in some places for that ol 
Saysan. 

This event happened about the year of Clirist, 
1 1 16, so that this sultan must have reigned ten 
years. He was succeeded by Massud. 
A r\ The emperor, John Comnenus, who 

*. . * succeeded Alexis, finding that the Turk% 

' instead of keeping their treaties made witn 

his hther, sacked several cities of Fhrygia, 

marched 



OR THE 8ELJVKIAKS. 319 

marched against, and defeated tliem. After 
"whicli action he took Laodicea^ and enc1ose<l it 
with walls ; he then returned to Conslaniinople, 
but soon after departed, in order to. recover Sozo- 
polls in the same country. As the city was de- 
fended by a strong garrison, and surrountled wilh 
precipices, he ordered some troops to hover at a 
distance, and shoot at the inhabitants. 1 his stra- 
tagem drew them into the plain, as the emperor 
expected ; and while they pursued the Romans^ 
who fled, they were cut olF by an ambuscade, by 
which means the city tell into his hands. He 
likewise reduced several other places of smaller 
consequence : then he invaded Armenia ami 
"Syria, taking in both several strong places, ami 
dispersed the Turks in Tarious parts of Asia. He 
suffered great inconvenience in the enemy's coun- 
try, from the severe cold and want of provisions, 
which destroyed most of the horses of his army. 
Of this disaster the Turks took advantage, but 
being at length repulsed, the emperor returned 
(o Neocsesarea; where he had several skirmishes 
with them, but did not recover that city : a mis- 
carriage, which was owing in a great measure to 
John ComiHsnus, his brother Isaac's son ; who, 
resenting that his uncle should order him to give 
one of his horses to an Italian, who had lost his 
own, joined the Turks, and changing his religion, 
married, as it was said, the daughter of Massuif, 
at Kogni, 

in the course of the same year he marched into 
Phrygia, to Attalia, a fl^mous cit;, in order to 
repress the incursions of the T'urks^ who had, 
amongst the rest, seizc^d the Pal us Puguslanus. 
This is a lake of vast extent, with tnan^^ isjaiids 
in it, whose inhabitants, by trading with the 

enemy. 
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enemy, had become so much their friends, that 
they joined in opposing the emperor ; but by mean^t 
of vessels and engines, with which he battered 
the isles, he reduced. then^ at last, though not with- 
out the loss of some barKs and men. 

While tl)ese things happened in the west, Mas- 
sud was not negligent in extending 'liis dominions 
in the east. "In the year 1143, John Comnenus 
died, and was ' succeeded by his spn Manuel. 
One of his first cares was, to march against the 
Turks, who were ravaging Thrace, and having 
put them (o flight, he pushed on directly for Kognt, 
at which time Massud was gone to encamp at 
Tazara. In behalf of her father Massud, the 
wife of John Comnenus harangued them very ably 
from the walls of the city. The emperor having 
reconnoitercd the place, retired, but was forced 
to fight several battles on * the road, in order to 
open a way bac|^ for his army. 

In the year 1146, Conrade, emperor of Ger- 
many, and other Christian princes who had taken 
the cross, arrived at Constantinople, in their way 
to Syria, intending to pass through Lesser Asia. 
The Greeks were in such haste to get rid of them, 
that their whole marine was employed to convey 
them over. The emperor Manuel took some 
care about their subsistence, but at the same 
time ordered ambuscades to be laid for them in 
the difBcuIt passes ; by which means a great 
number of them perished. The inhabitants of 
cities^ in their march^ instead of receiving and 
supplying thcra freely with provisions, sdut their 
gates, and extorted from them exorbitant prices 
' for such provisions as they thought fit to supply, 
in baskets lowered down from the lop of -their 
walls. There were even some who spoiled th^ 

il^ur^ 
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flour^ and mixed it with limq. But it is not cer« 
tain that all this was done by the emperor's order, 
as was pretended ; although it was known that he 
had commanded base silver to be coined, to pay 
them for the goods they sold. In a word, there is 
no mischief which Manuel did not contrive against 
them, that their posterity might, by the misfortune 
of their ancestors, be deterred from ever setting 
foot on Roman ground. 

The Germans and French had not marched far 
into Asia, before they were met by the Turkish 
army, commanded by one Pamplan; whq, excited 
by me letters of Manuel, and animated by his ex- 
ample, ^attacked and defeated them. They after-, 
wards appeared at the Meander, .to oppose their 
passage ; but Conrade spurring his horse into the 
river, his army followed : and, passing over, fell 
on the Turks with such fiiry, tnat scarcely any 
escaped. The slaughter might be judged of by 
the vast mountains of bones in that place, which 
Nicclas had himself beheld with astonishment. 
The same historian tells us, that after this glor iousl 
victory, the Germans met with no enemy to oppose 
Ihem, during the remainder of their march. But 
we are acquainted, by the western writers, who 
are best informed, that the disappearance of tli^ 
enemy lasted only till the Ffpanks came to Iconiomi 
the capital of the Turkish dominions in- Lesser 
Asia. This city they closely invested; but it was 
so strongly fortified Doth by nature and art, as well 
as bravely defended by the Turks, that though tliey 
lay a long time before tlie place, tl)ey made no 
progress in its reduction. At length, provisions 
failing in their camp, such a mortality endued 
among the soldiers, that the emperpr Conrade 

was 
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was glad (o raise the siege, and relufn home* 
1 he cause of thi» mortality, and miscarriage of 
the whole expedition, is generally ascribed to ihe 
' treachery of the (jrccks^ whom they charge with 
having betrayed the designs of the Christians (o 
Sultan Massitd. • • 

Mussud, at his death, divided his dominions and 
provinces amtmg his sons. He gave to Kelej- 
^r'«Ian his 'capital, Kogni, with the places depend- 
ing on it : to his son-in-law, Jagupasan, the cities 
f>\ i^masia and Aiicyra, vviih Cappadocia : and to 
Dadun, the cities of Csesarea and Sebaste. The 
three brothers did not live in unity ; for the sultaj^s 
of Kogni and Cappadocia envying each otlier's 
possessions, carried their complaints before the em- 
peror Manuel, who secretly widened the breach 
between them j though he openly agreed to assist 
Jagupasan, through the aversion which he had to 
the sultan, a prince of a gloomy disposition, who 
studied the death of all his kindred, and often made 
incursions on the Roman territories. 

The sultan afterwards went to m^et tbs empe- 
ror, on his reti/rn to Constantinople, from his ex- 
pedition to the west, and was received with joy, 
as he imagined his presence would serve to settle 
his affairs in the east : a triumph was ordered on 
that occasion ; but the people were so terrified 
tvith an earthquake, which threw down the best- 
houses in the city, and darkened the air with va- 
pours,, that his pageantry was but little regarded. 
During the long stay which the sultan made at 
Constantinople, he often diverted himself with 
public shows. 

The emperor, wIiq had made hipi considerable 
presents, carried him one day into his .cabinet; 

ancl 
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and having shewn Iiim a great deal of gold and 
silver coin, wrought plate, splendid habits, and 
rich silks displayed for that purpose, asked hini 
which oi these parcels he would have ? I'he sul- 
tan said, he should receive .with respect tliat 
which was agreeable to hrs majesty to give. 
Manuel then demanded if^ with the money which 
be saw, he should be able to humble his enemies ^ 
Khiiziastlan answered, that he would have done 
it long ago, in case he had been master of but 
part of that wealth. Then, said the emperor, I 
will give you the whole, that you may judge wjjat 
a monarch possesses, who cs^n make such magnifi- 
cent presents. 

The sultan, charmed with such liberality, en- 
gaged to restore to Manuel' the iVy of Sebaste,. 
witll its dependencies. The emperor accepted 
the of!'or with joy, and promised to make him far* 
iher presents, pnjiyided he performed his engage- 
ments ; and to iiiduce him to keep his word, sent 
Constantino Gaur^is with the money and troops; 
But Khiiziastlan was no sooner arrived at Kogni, 
than he ruined Sebaste, took Cxsarea, drove 
Dadun out of his territories, and went in pursuit 
of Jagupasan, who died while he was raising 
forces to oppose his enemy. 

The emperor ordered the ambassador to. re- 
proach the sultan, in his name, with his breach 
of faith and inconstancy: but Khliziasilan, fyv 
from paying any regard to his Remonstrances, 
though he called him father, went to Laodicca, 
which at thai time, v«as hot walled, and carried 
off a great number of prisoners, as well as (aiJe, 
killing also many people, and amongst the rest, 
the bishop. Tiie Turks committed other ravnges ; 

but 
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hut Manuel restrained them, and built several 
i'uTU to secure the frontiers. 

The suUan having received a reinforcement from 
IVTesopotamia, sent an embassy to demand peace 
of the emperor, on his own terms ; whicb all the 
persons .of experience advised iiim lo accept; re- 
presenting, that the cavalry of the Turks wai in- 
vincible; that they had seized the inaccessible 
parts of the country ; and that a contagious dis- 
temper already prevailed in the Roman army. 
But Manuel, suffering himself to be led by his 
relations, who had never been in a camp before, 
sent back the ambassador, without proposing any 
terms. The sultan having applied for peace a 
second time, and received no other answer than 
that the emperft»r would satisfy his demands when 
he came to Kogni, he prepared an' ambuscade in 
the pass of Sybriza, through which the Romans 
were to march. 

It is a long valley, bounded on one side with 
high mountains, and on the other by deep pre- 
cipice*. The emperor, instead of detaching a 
body of light troops to reconnoitre the country 
and clear the way, divided his army into six bo- 
dies, and marched behind the baggage, at the 
head of the fifth, which consisted of the flower 
of his trdops. The two first corps passed the 
most dangerous places without any loss : be- 
cause they covered- themsdves with their buck- 
lers, and valiantly fought the enemy, who at- 
tacked ^liem from the tops of the rocks. For 
ivant of these precautions, the iright wino, which 
made the third l»ody, was broken and cut to 
piece*, with Baldwin, the emf)eror*s brother-in* 
law, who commanded them. The, Turks, elated 

with 
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UHth ihis success, blocked up llie pass entirely.; s6 
that the Romans could neither advance nor retreat: 
in a monienl both men and horses were pierced 
vviih showers of arrows, which covered the ground 
with dead bodies. Tl)c enemy made great efforts to 
deteat ihe troops which were about the emperor, 
who tried several limes to repulse them, and open a 
passage ; but not being able to compass his design, 
he threw himself almost alone into the middle 
of them, and happily escapt*d, after he had re- 
ceived several wounds : about thirty arrowg 
were stickiu«5 in his buckler, and his casque was 
JKiif beaten oiT. Jn the mean lime the soMieri 
fell thick in the battle; and those w ho escaped 
tliis fatal p:iss, ^perished in the valley. The 
wh()l(! delili' consisted of seven vallies, one within 
another, l!'.(; entrance of which was pretty wide, 
and the exit very narrow. 

WIkmi l1ro storm was over, men were seen bu* 
ried up to the waist among dead bodies, extend- 
ing their arm^, and imploring help with lament- 
able cries, without being able to obtain any, from 
men who were in iwo'much danger themselves to 
tlii'.ik of a>sisling others. 

The emperor appeared alone, without his ar- 
mour bi'art-r or guards, resting himself under a 
wild ppar-trre; there was only one hoisemati 
vvl'.n ort'ercd to assist him, and tried to re/it hi*; 
head-piece. At the same time a Turk seized the 
bridle of liis horjte, but be struck him down 
with a piece which remained of his laiKC. 
Others advancing to take him, he drove tliem 
olf with the lance of tl.e h.orseman who attend- 
ed him, killing one of them, vvhilc"^ his assist- 
ant cut off the head of another with his sword. 
Having been joined at len«;th by ten Rcman«?, he 
i.irmounled, wilii incredihtc fatigue, 'the diflieal- 

VoL. X. Ff . li^s 
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lies of the passes : then crossing the river, nnd 
inarching over dead bodies, he found a tioop oi 
his soldiers, who came up as soon as they saw 
him. Ue beheld in the way, Jolm Canlacuze- 
nus, who had married his niece, fighting very 
valiantly, but at length killed and stripped upon 
the spot. Those who had shin him, perceiving 
the emperor, made a ring, closing their ranks, to 
sarround him. Manuel, encouraging his oaen, re- 
pulsed the enemy vigorously, and still advancing, 
at length joined the first legions. 

Contostephanus and some others arrived in ihc 
evening. They passed the night in the greatest 
anxiety, and accounted themselves no* belter 
than dead men, considering the dangers which 
surrounded them. What terrified, them most 
was to hear the Turks coursing round their camp, 
calling aloud to their countrymen to quit it, 1or 
that the next morning they would put all to the 
sword. The en^jperor hereupon conceived the 
design of flying privately ; nor was he ashamed 
to owa his intention to his friends, who were filled 
with indignation. 

A soldier who was without the tent, and heai d 

what he said, raising hU voice, cried out, " What 

a detestable thought has entered into the mind of 

the emperor?" Then arldressing his speech to him, 

" Is it iiot, you (said he) who have brought us to 

perish here, under rock< which bruise us, and 

mountains which overwhelm us ? What have we 

to do in this valley of groans and tears, iu this 

descent to hell, in the midst of precipices and pits; 

We have had no difference with these barbarians 

who have enclosed us within this chain of mouii* 

tains : it is you who have led us to the slaughter to 

sacrifice us as vlcl\io^ " TV\\s bold speech touch« 

ed the emperor, and induct^ \\\\sv\ft %^\s^x\.^Ni.\'t 

ucccssity of theoccaivon, . 
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While no hope scc-med lo be lefi for the Ro- 
mans, the sultan, by per.^uasio!! of the principal 
int.*n of his court, who in lime of peace received 
pensions and presents from the emperor, proposed 
to offer him terms of peace. However, the Turks, 
who knew nothing of their master^ intentions, 
prepared at day-break lo attack the camp. I'wice 
the Romans made a sally to repulse them, with- 
oii' gaining any advantage, in the mean time, 
the suUan sent Gauras, who, having ordered 
hostilities to cease, and saluted the emperor aUer 
the Turkish fashion, presented him witli a sword, 
and a horse whicli had a silver bit, and was wry 
well trained, making use of tbe most gentle words 
to comfort him. Observing that Manuel had on 
a black vest over his cuirass, he said» "That 
* colour is not proper in lime of war, and pre- 
sages no good luck." The emperor smiling, gave 
him the vest, which was adorned with gold and 
purple. Afterwards he concluded and signed the 
p^ace. The emperor designed to avoid returning by 
the field of battle ; but the guides brought him 
directly through it, that he might behold at lei- 
sure the deplorable spectacle. In short, the val- 
leys and forests were covered, and every hollow 
filled,* with dead bodies. The heads were all 
scalped, and the privy parts cut otf ; a precau- 
tion taken by the l\irks, that the Christians 
might not be diitinguished from the circum- 
cised, as well as to shew that the victory was theiVs. 

Khiiziastlan, who greatly feared the emperor 
Manuel, no sooner heard of his dtalii, than he 
went and took Sozopojin ; and several provinces 
voluntarily submitted to him. This pfince^ who 
enjoyed a vigorous state of health, though up- 
wards of seventy years of ^^e, v\tvd««taudin^ 
thai i4iJdfonicus wa«i ^v\cc<i(id^Si ovv >\\^ xt^^^'^*"*^'^ 

i 



328 JHIKI> DYNASXr 

throne by Isdac Angelas, sent Amir Sanies with 
some horse, to make an irruption" into Thrace, 
from whence he reliwrncd with niany prisoners, and 
much plunder; for the nations oK t4ie east allowed 
the Romans to remain no longer in repose than 
tht^y made tliem presents, or paid them an annual 
tribute, which was the way of keeping them quiet 
useci by the emperors of that age, who, in this re- 
spect, says Nicetas, were weaker than wor'.en, 
who handle nothing but the spindle and distal' 

Although the Germans were masters of Kogni, 
they would not go in'.o the city, but were content 
to lodge in. the suburbs. The Turks, apprehend- 
ing that the emperor intended to conquer their 
country, endeavoured to gain his affection by 
false offers of service: but after he had re- 
ceived some of their children in hostage, he lefl 
their frontiers with guides, and continued his 
inarch into Armenia, where he was received with 
great honours. In a few days he proceeded to An- 
*tioch, and soon 'after was unfortunately drowned 
in passing a river. 

Alexis, who pretended to be the son of the 
emperor/ Manuel, disguised his imposture with 
so much art, that he imitated the true Alexis 
even to the colour of his hair, and hesitation in 
his speech. He made his first appearance in the 
cities along the Meander : then going to Ar- 
male, discovered himself to a Roman, with 
whom he lodged, telling him that ti'm father had 
ordered him to be thrown into the sea, but that 
he was saved by the compassion of tlie officert 
who were charged with that cruel mandate. 
Going to Kogni, he presented himself before the 
old sultan, who had not then been driven from 
the throne, and had even the bolcjness to reproach 
him with ingratitude, not to be affected with the 
diagiSLCt of the son oi V\:hv^r(\^^iQC who Ijad b#ef) 
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liis friend. Khliziastlan, deceived by some marks 
of resemblance which appeared in his face^ made 
him presents, and gave him hopes. 

One day, boasting of his birth in tlie pretence 
of the Roman ambassador, the sultan asked the 
latter if he was sure that this pretender was Ma- 
nuePs son? The ambassador answered, it was 
certain that the son of Manuel had been drowned, 
and that it was in vain for the impostor to in- 
vent a story which would meet with no credit. 
Mic false Alexis was highly provoked at the 
answer ; and all the assistance he obtained from 
the sultan wa« only letters which permitted him 
to inlist soldiers ; by this means he drew to his 
party Almuras, Arsan, and other commanders 
accustomed to rapine. In a short time he ga- 
thered 8«X)0 men, with whom, by force or compo- 
sition, he reduced many cities upon the Meander. ' 

Several generals, and lastly Alexis, the empe- 
ror's brother, were sent against him : but they 
could no nothing effectual, for fear of being be- 
iTnyed by their soldiers^ who shewed more incli- 
nation to serve the pretender thai their lawful 
emperor. Nor was the infection confined to the 
people only ; the principal persons at court were 
pleased with this illusion : but while the pow6r 
of this impostor increased every day, and he 
seemed to be in a fair way of compassing his de- 
sign, he was suddenly taken off by an unexpect- 
ed incident; for having returned from Armale 
to Pisse, and drank more than usual, he was 
slain by a priest vvith his own sword. 

Kilij Arslan died in his capital in the year 1 192 
This prince was grandson to the first ol that name; 
and distinguished himself not only by the wars 
which he carried on against his neighbours the 

F is Greeks, 




received by tli« Bujiaii of Ancyra, 
to embarrau the emperor, and obli 
his friendship, j^nopolkus, the 
was Kenl against tiitn, being able t 
he went in person, thinking to mi 
with the Turks; but ihey relused 
peace with him, unless he paid tb< 
hundred pounds of coined silver, a 
dred every year, besides four hunc 
^lexis having destroyed some for 
Constantinople, alter two months ei 
expedilion, leaving the pretender 
power; and doubtless he would ha 
deal of mischief, if his throat had r 
tlie fort of Zangre. 

However, the sultan of Ancvra 
war, and besit-ged Diadihris'wiih 
At the end of four nionliis, troops 
three young chiefs, Theodore Un 
cus Kalakalon, and Theodore Ka 
Turks laying an anibpscatle, all 
^ay-break, put them' to flight. 
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emperor made peace with the sultan, an4 was not 
asliatn^ed to agree to the terms which he had re- 
fused before the place was besieged. 

ftl I'heodore Mangafes, after hts revolt at Phila- 
delphia, and peace made with the emperor, to 
avoid the attempts of Ba<«ilius Vataces, governor 
of Thrace, fled to Kay Khosraw, sultan of Kog- 
ni, and inlreated him to supply him with troops 
to make war upon the Romans. The sultan, in- 
5itead of granting his request, only permitted him 

- to assemble; some Turks who lived by plunder. 
Having collected a multitude of these, he invaded 
the empire, doing incredible damages in Phrygia, 
especially about Laodicea and Kone, ^ and in 
Karia; after which exploits he retired with abun- 
ilance of prisoners and cattle. The emperor fear- 
ing that. Mangafes n)ight by his advice corrupt 
that young prince, who had but lately succeeded 
his father Kilij Arslan, sent ambassadors, who, 
by presents, prevailed on him to deliver up that 
refugee, on condition that he should not receive 
any corporal punishment. 

Towards thtj end of the third year of his reign, 
Alexis, upon a very frivolous occasion, broke 
the treaty which luid been made with Kay Khos- 
roes, sultan of Iconium. 

Alexis, instead of being pacified with this civil 
excuse, flew into a rage, and threatened ven- 
geance ; but at last took revenge upon himself, by 
ordering the merchants from, Kogni, Komans as 
well as 'J'uiks, to be seized, together with their 
effects, whit h were soon squandered away. 

Kay Khosraw, having made peace with Alexis, 
repaired to his court, dressed in a robe adorned 
with gold point, just as his father had done before, 
to that oftiie emperor Manuel, during ttie disputes 
whigl) he tad with his brothers, alUi: the death oi 
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their father Massud ; but as Manuel assisted Kilij 
Arslan with forces bey6nd his hopes, Kay Khosraw 
received nothing from Alexis but common civi- 
lities. He had since returned to Kogni, when be 
was pursued by Rocnoddin, and forced to fly into 
Armenia, where he was kindly received by Leon, 
although formerly he had been at war with him. 
That prince, however, afforded him no assistance 
against his brother, with whom he said he was 
allied, because he foresaw that the war would be 
very bloody. Upop.this Kay Khosraw returned to 
the emperor, in hopes of being restored by his 
means ; but this second hope being as vain as the 
first, he continued at Constantinople in a private 
condition. This revolution happened, according 
the computation of the Greeks, in the year 1 193. 

Rocnoddin Soliman having deprived his bro- 
ther Kay Khosraw of his share in the empire, in 
the same manner as he had expelled his other 
brothers, the whole became again united under one 
prince. Not long after this event, the emperor sent 
Constantine Frankopolis, with six gal lies, into 
the Euxine Sea, under pretence of getting up 
the wreck of a ship which had been cast away 
near Kerasonts, in returning from the river Fa- 
sis: but in reality to rob the merchants who 
landed their goods at Amintus. Frankopolis 
following exactly the orders which he had re-- 
ceived, spared no vessel whatever; plundering 
those which carried commodities to Constanti- 
nople, as well as those which had returned, with 
the price of such as they had sold in that port. 
Tney slew some of the merchants, and threw 
them into the sea ; the rest they ' pillaged in a 
shameful manner. 

The merchants of Kohiyah had recourse to 
Rccnoddin, who, bj Us mm\wcs^i^oi%, ^'waasAwi 
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restitution of what had been taken from them, 
and at the same lime proposed a treat v of })€ace. 
The emperor laid jail the blame on FrankopoHs : 
however, the articles of peace at length taking 
place, Kocnoddin had fifty minae of silver to sa- 
tisfy him and liis subjects, besides tlie promise of a 
yearly tribute/ Some days after, Alexis was con- 
victed of an attempt against the sultan's life ; for 
he had sent a very polite letter to tiiat prince by a 
Kassian, whom he had bribed to assassinate him ; 
but the bravo being arrested, the plot was disco- 
vered, and the peace broken as soon as made, 
which rupture occasioned the ruin of many cities of 
-Anatolia. At th^ same time Michael, the natural son 
of John the sebastocrator, a froward and passionate 
young man, having been sent to collect the taxes 
due from the province of Mylassa, revolted ; but 
being defeated, fied to Rocnoddin, wl)0 received 
him very civilly, and supplied him with troops, 
with which he plundered the cities about the Mean- 
der, and committed horrible cruelties. 

Great disputes were excited between Roc- 
noddin and his brother Kay Khosraw, but at 
length peace was concluded between them ; and 
Kocnoddin, after he had reigned twenty-four 
years, died, and was succeeded by his son Kilij 
Arglan IH ; but as soon as his uncle . ^ 
Khosraw heard that his brother was' * ^* 
dead, he left the castle, where, he resjded, 
near Constantinople, and, posting to Koniyah, 
seized the. young king ;• fook possession of the 
city ; stripped him of the rest of his dominions ; 
and ascended the tiirone himself for the «i'cond 
time. Soon after this, Khosraw laid siege to the city 
of Attalia, imagining that it was not in a condition 
of defending itself: in this, however, he was 
nnWaken, and obliged Vo X^V\l^, ^\\t\ Vv;V'^\'Wi«?x. 
fix d^ya before IhQ p\ace. 
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Kiiosraw, after the death of Soliman, united 
under his authority the whole country of Iconium. 
Having become a powerful monarch, he took up 
arms against the Gr^ek emperor, Lascaris; not 
the same who had replaced the diadem on his 
head. The two princes met in battle ; and 
Khosraw, whose strength was extraordinary, 
rushed towards Lascaris, stunned him with a 
bl<»w of iiis mace, and dashed him to the ground. 
The Greek, in falling, drew his sw ord : the 
Turk, darting on him a contemptuous look, or- 
dered his people to carry him off the field ; but, 
as he turned his back, Lascaris, who had recover- 
ed from the shock, hamstrung Khosraw's horse. 
The animal reared and fell. In that instant Las- 
caris thrust his sword into the sultan's body, cut 
off his head, and fixed it on the point of a lance. 
The Turks, terrified at this spectacle, fled, and 
abandoned the victory to the enemy. His sons, 
Kaykaws and Kaibobad successively filled the 
throne. 

A T-v Of Kaykaws very little is mentioned, 
"•oiQ* except that, after having reigned a single 
* year, he died of a consuniption in the 
lungs. Kaibobad reigned seventeen or eighteen 
years, and left behind him the character of a 
prudent andsagacious prince. He is known to Euro-, 
pean writers under the title of Aladin I.' who 
acquired more reputation than all the sultans of 
his race, and passed for one of the greatest 
princes of his time. He generally gained some 
advantages in all the wars in which he was en- 
gage.) ; but was, at last, obliged to acknowledge 
the Moguls for his masters. He died suddenly, 
at a great feast which be made for his nobles 
and dependants, Just a,% V\ft vj^a V^oa&vvcv^cki' the 
exfent of his domimoni^ a\\^ V5^ft ^x«aX\>s»^ ^\>n«. 
power. It was undct iVus sw\X^tvV\»x\>Q\Jo.O\\a^\^ 
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and Otiiman, his son, founder of the present Otto- 
man race and empire, served with their followers, 
and laid the foundation of their future greatness. 

Aladin being dead, the princes took the * p. 
oath of fidelity to his son, Gayathodin * * 
Kaykhosraw. In a very short time after, 
the Moguls advanced, with a design to invade the 
Koumean territories ; but, on Gayathodin sending 
forces into Armenia, they thought proper to desist. 

At this time a Turkman prophet, called Baba, 
appeared at Amasia, who drew after him mul- 
titudes of people by the strange tricks which he 
had performed, in order to deceive them. He 
sent Isaak, a disciple, in a doctor's gown, through 
the country, to make proselytes, who succeeded 
so well, that he collecied an army of seven thou- 
sand horse and foot. Thus strengthened, they 
began to propagate their doctrines by force, 
making war upon all who would not say, ** there 
is no God but God Baba, the apostle of God,'* 
They slew a great number of the inhabitant??, 
both Mohammedans and Christians, who refused 
to follow them : they likewise routed all the troops 
which opposed them in their way to Amasia. 

Gayathodin sent an army against them, in which 
was a body of Franks ; but the Mussulmen giving 
way through fear, the Franks placed themselves 
in the front of the battfe, and, making a vigorous 
attack, put the rebels to flight, and killed every 
nian. The two doctors, Baba and Isaak, were 
taken alive, and put to death. 

Gayathodin marched towards the Moguls, 
with a great number of men and military stores. 
The two armies met, but, on the first attack, the 
sultan's forces' turned their backs and fied. The 
sultan astonished at their de\eaV.,\\Ve.vi\?»t^^^V2k^'^* 

TAe Moguls, iio less survm^^d ^\.>^^.^'^'^ 
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the enemy, kept themselves quiet all that day, 
suspecting it was only an artifice to draw them 
into ambuscades ; but, as soon as they were in« 
formed of the truth of the matter, they pursued 
thtrm to Caisarea, where the citizens cipposed 
them for a short time; but at length the AIoguN, 
taking the place by storm, put the principal inha- 
bitants to the sword, torturing them, in order lo 
discover their riches. 

After this exploit, they returned, carrying with 
them their women and children, without entering 
farther into the sultan's dominions ; and the sullan, . 
finding himself in no condition to oppose thg ene- 
my, sent ambassadors to desire peace, which was 
granted him, on condition that he should annualK* 
pay a large tribute in money, vests, horses, and 
other things of value. 

Gayathodin sent an army to besiege Tarsus ; 
but, as they were on the point of taking it, news 
arrived of his death, upon which they retired from 
before the city in autumn, when there fell very heavy 
rains. This prince indulged himself in wine, wasidie 
and loquacious. He led a life very unbecoming 
his dignity, giving way to pernicious pur^uiis. 
He married the daughter of the king of the Cieor* 
gians, whom, however, he loved to such a de- 
gree, that he had her image stamped upon his 
coin. He left three s(ms, Azzodin, RociK)ddin 
and Aladin. .He declared the eldest his successor, 
appointing for his tutor and atabeck, Kortay, a 
person of great integrity and rigid chastity. 

Azzodin having succeeded, by his fa- ^ -. 
ther's appointment, the great officers and ^ * * 
nobles took the oath of fidelity, and he ^' 
was prayed for in the pulpits. In the next year 
ambassadors came from the great khan at Ok lay, 
rec^uiring the stt\iai\Vocom^^\\^^^'^\AXG.Vv\\?K*.s^« \ 
biit he excused luK\sd\\ ^W^^vvn^* \X>a5.-d.\V^>^» 
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Orcek and Armenian kings were lils enemie*, 
they wotild seize th« dominioiiK in his alisence. 
He'theretiirc loaded tlie ambassadors willi piesenis, 
and sent them away. 

Soma yearj after, several oilier ambassadori 
came in succession to sultan Azzodin, requiring 
him to go and pay homage to Mangulihan. He 
accordingly set out ; but hearing at Siwas (hat 
liie omeraa or chiefs were incliued to place Roc- 
noddin on his ihronc, he relurned in haste lo 
Coniyah, and dispatched Alaoddin in liis room 
with letters, setting forth, that he had sent his 
brother, who was tiff less king than himsell, but 
lliat he could not come, because his atabeck 
Kortay was dead, anil his enemies, lo the west, 
were at war with him r however, tliat when he 
■was delivered from the fears of tliem, he would 
wait on the khan in person, Alaoddin accord- 
ingly set out, but died on the way, before he 
reached the place where the khan was'cncamped. 

Azzodin, conceiving that he shoidd never be. 
safe while his brother Rocnoddin lived, resolved 
to put him lo d€ath. This design being disco- 
vered, the omeras contrived his escape: they 
dressed him in (he apparel of a cook's boy, and, 
putting a bowl, with in#at in it, on his head, 
wnt him out of the palace and castle, along with • 
Certain boys, vi\\o carried vicLiials lo a neigh- 
bouring house; then setting hiin on horsehaik, 
Ihey conducted him to Kaysariyah, ' where a 
great number of omeras repairing to him, they 

fut together an army, and marched towards . 
Coniyah against Azzodin ; but the sultan, 
marching out with what troops he had about 
him, put them to flight ; and Rocnoddin, being fa- 
keir prisoner, was confined in thecailleofDawatu. 
In the foliiiwine^ year, BaveW Ti^^j-w*"]^ ■»««^ „ 
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a messenger to soUan Azzodin, requiring some 
place to winter in with hiskoops; but thesultan, 
instead of complying with his request, pretended 
that he had deserted from his prince ; and, coU 
lecting forces, gave him battle. However, Az- 
zodin being defeated, Bayeju took his brother 
out of prison, and put him in po^c^ssion ^f aU 
the Roumean dominions. 

Hulaku sent for Azzodin, sultan of Roum> and 
his brother Rocnoddin, who, obeying his summons, 
he went to meet them, expressing great satisfac- 
tion at their coming : then he ordered Azzodin to 
reign over the country from Kaysariyah to the 
borders of Greater Armenia ; and Rocnoddin to 
command from Akfera to the sea coast, bounding 
the territories of the Franks. After this appoint- 
ment, he began his march for Syria ; and, when he 
drew near the Euphrates, the two brothers, taking 
their leave, returned with joy to their own domiS 
nions. In the reigns of these two sultans, theRomaft 
empire seems to have been free from the depreda- 
tions of the Turks, but soon after, it began to be 
invaded by them with greater fury than ever; not- 
so much frpm incHnation, which governed tl)eir 
formtT invasions, as necessity, which obliged them 
to it in their own defence : ibr, as tiie dissensions 
between the two brothers gave encpuragement to 
tie governors towards the borders of the Seljukian 
dominions to declare themselves iiKJependcnt, so^ 
on the hivasion of the Moguls, tlie Turks, ta 
avoid them, retired westward, in great multitude^ 
under diflcrent comraai^ders ;- wlio, the better to 
secure themselves against those formidable enemies, 
and gain new \>(>«.<«t'5.s\oYv^ vi\ the ylace of thoxe lliej 
.had abandoned, ^^iW, \n\\X\ ^ >\\^\\ W^Jt^^^jjs*^ 
on every side o^ v.V\e "^Bwcyovw Vft\\\Vi^viR. *WV^ 
whicli . tl^en were \u ^ u%^^v 0^€;W;^W '^^n'k 
in ihe. compass oV^V'^v* n^^v-./^x^^v^^^^vV^-^^^^ 
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As, the sultanship of Iconium was formed from 
the wreck of the Constantinopolitan empire, and 
the impotence of the Greek princes, agitated as 
they were by interior revolts, to afford succour to 
their subjects of Asia Minor ; so likewise the ri^in 
of this latter kingdom was effected by the inces- 
sant contests between relatives, fatliers, ciiildren^ 
uncles, cousins, each aspiring to the sovereignty ; 
hence it became an easy prey to a foreign enemy. 
We have already observed, that the Turkish dy- 
nasty of Ottomans began under Kaikabad. Dur- 
ing the reign of his son Khosraw II. appeared 
the Mogul Tartars, who shortly after acquired suf- 
ficient authority to summon the Iconium sultans to ' 
their court, and impose commands on them which 
they durst not disobey. These unhajipy princes 
engaged tl)e Greek emperors to espouse their 
cause ; but their' assistance was interested, and 
served rather to weaken than support their mea- 
sures. This wretched country was alternately 
torn to pieces by Greeks, Turks, adventurers of 
every nation, and the princes of the Seljukian 
dynasty, who contmued to give the title to the 
kingdom, but who enjoyed so little power, tijat 
interregnums were frequent, one of which lasted 
for nineteen years. In process of time, theaifairs 
of the Sdjukian princes became so desperate, that 
they only held their territory as tributaries to the 
Mogul khans. Among the commanders w.ho 
headed different armies of the Turks, and invaded 
the empire in different parts at the same time, 0th- 
man was one, who, from a small beginning, in a 
few years, laid the foundation of a mighty empire^ 
which rose out of the Seljukian dynasty. 

MND OF THU TENTH V01.\J'NV^, OTk '^'^^ '^-^^'^'^ 
OF THE MODLSL^ tX^'X. 
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